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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

2006 - some milestones during the Age of Hope! 

The celebration of our Day of Reconciliation on 16 December represents the 
last major event of the year in terms of the public national calendar. It 
therefore also serves as a barometer, indicating whether or not we end the 
year on a good note or not. 

As over the past few years, this year we celebrated our Day of 
Reconciliation with an address to the nation delivered from Freedom Park. 
However, what made our pilgrimage to Freedom Park memorable this year was 
the fact that the leadership of the Park handed over to the nation the 
lsikhumbuto precinct, which includes the Wall of Remembrance on which are 
inscribed the names of our heroes and heroines. 

This communicated the good news that we are indeed well on course towards 
the projected completion of the Park in 2009, the national monument that 
will for all time, and among other things, serve as a tribute to all who 
sacrificed their lives for our freedom, as well as symbolise our commitment 
to the objective of national reconciliation. 

Even now, when only lsikhumbuto and lsivivane are nearly complete, it is 
clear that when it is finished, Freedom Park will stand out as a truly 
outstanding monument incorporating many extraordinary features. 

One of the things that will surely inspire everybody working on Freedom Park 
to strive even harder to build an excellent monument, will be the good news 
we also received this year, 2006, that the Red Location Museum of the 
People's Struggle in New Brighton, Port Elizabeth had received an 
international prize for outstanding architecture. 

Conferring the accolade, the Lubetkin Prize awarded by the Royal Institute 
of British Architects (RIBA) "to the most outstanding work of architecture 
outside the UK and the EU by an RIBA member", RIBA said: 

"This is the most evocative of locations and symbology for a museum of 
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apartheid and its struggles. It is situated in the oldest township in Port 
Elizabeth where the first act of defiance occurred, when non-white railway 
workers refused to show their 'passes' to enter railway property. To build a 
museum of the apartheid era in the midst of the township that acted as a 
crucible for the struggle is an extraordinary achievement The Red Location 
Museum brilliantly rises to the challenge, using architectural skill of the 
highest order to produce an unforgettable experience that is both viscerally 
and intellectually moving." 

In the field of the creative arts, emphasising the depth of talent among our 
people, 2006 also brought the good news that productions by two of our 
musical groups, the Soweto Gospel Choir and Ladysmith Black Mambazo, (the 
latter for the third time), had been nominated for Grammy Awards. The 
winners will be announced at a ceremony in Los Angeles, USA, in February 
2007. 

The world of knowledge 

The capacity of our people to stand in the global front ranks in the world 
of knowledge was demonstrated by the adoption of other decisions by the 
international community relating to our country. 

The first of these that we would like to cite concerns the exciting area of 
space science. In September this year, our Minister of Science and 
Technology communicated to the country the exciting news that our country 
had been short-listed with Australia to host the Square Kilometre Array 
(SKA) telescope. He said: 

"Our country's short-listing as one of two possible sites for the SKA is 
indeed a tremendous step for South African science. We were among the four 
countries, including Australia, Argentina and China, to have submitted bids 
to host the SKA, which is predicted to be the largest telescope in the 
world. The final decision on the location of the SKA is expected to have 
been taken by the major international science funding agencies by 2008 ... 

"The SKA will be unique. Not only will it be the biggest telescope ever 
built, but it will also be the only one of its kind in the world. It is the 
only instrument which can solve the most basic questions relating to the 
origins of the Universe, and the birth and evolution of stars and galaxies. 
The SKA is also expected to solve the problem of the Dark Energy, which has 
recently been found to fill the Universe, as well as test Einstein's Theory 
of General Relativity to greater precision than any other instrument can do. 

"Further, it will investigate the origin of magnetism in the Universe and 
will be the most powerful instrument ever to search for extra-terrestrial 
intelligence ... ! venture to say that Nobel Prizes will come from the 
research done with the SKA, and this immense telescope will undoubtedly 
bring great prestige to the host country. 

"I have it on good authority that the technology to be used for the SKA is 
at the cutting edge. It will have the fastest and largest data transport and 
computing capacity anywhere in the world, and will use new and exciting 
wireless and digital signal processing technologies. This in itself will 
generate very exciting opportunities for technology development and 
research, including the development of new high-tech industries in the host 
country." 
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Some time ago, our Ministry of Science and Technology had also entered the 
international race to host a laboratory focused on the cutting edge science 
discipline of biotechnology. Earlier this month, the announcement was made 
that South Africa had won the bid to host a laboratory of the International 
Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB). This means that 
South Africa will be the first country in Africa to host this laboratory and 
only the third in the world. 

One report noted that the "ICGEB is an international organisation dedicated 
to advanced research and training in molecular biology and biotechnology, 
with special regard to the needs of the developing world. The ICGEB 
laboratory has been described as one of the most important in the world and 
will be housed at the University of Cape Town's Institute for Infectious 
Diseases and Molecular Medicine. 

"The laboratory will be dealing with many scientific issues such as better 
disease control and the management of crops. Hosting this laboratory in 
South Africa is expected to strengthen our scientific community and attract 
many scientists from all over the world to Cape Town. There are only two 
other ICGEB laboratories in the world, situated in New Delhi, India and 
Trieste, Italy." 

The third international accolade we would like to mention concerns the 
application of modern information and communication technologies (ICT) to 
enhance our capacity to confront the challenges of education and health. 

Earlier this month, the good news was communicated from Hong Kong that, 
"Mindset Network of Johannesburg has been chosen from a group of over 160 
nominees as the winner of the 2006 Development Gateway Award. The 
Development Gateway Foundation awarded $100,000 (R716,000) to Mindset 
Network, a non-profit organisation, in recognition of its developing and 
providing educational materials on a mass scale through information 
technology. 

"The 2006 Development Gateway Award was on the theme of youth and was 
presented today at (the) International Telecommunications Union Telecom 
World 2006 in Hong Kong. Mindset Network provides assistance through a 
satellite-based technology platform that distributes high-quality multimedia 
educational content...Mindset provides educational materials as well as 
training in the use of the associated technology. The organisation has 
installed receiving equipment in more than 1,500 schools and 250 hospitals 
and clinics. Content is also available in over 1.5 million homes via 
satellite broadcast." 

Good news on governance 

The 2006 catalogue of good news about our country has also encompassed the 
important area of governance. Here we cite two examples affecting the issues 
of human rights and public finance. 

Earlier this month, it was announced that the University of Pretoria's 
Centre for Human Rights has been named the winner of the fifteenth edition 
of the UNESCO Prize for Human Rights Education (2006). The Centre for Human 
Rights received this Prize "in recognition of its outstanding contribution 
to the cause of human rights in South Africa and to the advancement of a 
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human rights culture by means of education and training of professionals in South Africa, other countries of the continent and beyond ... 

"The two flagship programmes of the Centre are the Master's Degree in Human Rights and Democratisation in Africa, established in 2000, and the African Human Rights Moot Court Competition, launched in 1992. The Master's Programme is a joint project of the Centre with seven other African 
universities. It is an intensive one-year course which offers knowledge and invaluable practical experience to 30 highly qualified individuals from African countries every year. It is the only course of this kind in Africa. 

"The Centre's African Human Rights Moot Court Competition is a unique project which gives African lawyers the opportunity to deepen their knowledge and understanding of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights and its implementation. The Moot Court Competition has so far brought together 708 teams from 111 universities representing 43 African countries." 

With regard to the issue of public finances, in October the US 
non-governmental organisation, Open Budget Index, having conducted a study of 59 countries, ranked South Africa in the top four countries worldwide in terms of the transparency surrounding our national budgets, relating to the quantity and quality of information provided to citizens. New Zealand scored the highest on the index, at 89 points, followed by France with 87 points, Britain with 86 points and then South Africa with 85. 

The Open Budget Index report made particular mention of the Medium Term Budget Policy Statement, which celebrated its 10th anniversary this year, and the People's Budget, which is a newspaper-sized, summarised version of the budget designed to enhance accessibility. With regard to all this, our Minister of Finance, Trevor Manuel, said: "One of the things that (the Open Budget Index rates) very highly is the amount of transparency and the Medium Term Budget Policy Statement is a very important part of this." 

During 2006 our country continued to generate good news even in the area of sport and recreation, whose importance to the maintenance of human dignity has grown with the impact of technology on social development in general, the high-tech mechanisation of work processes, the fragmentation and global integration of the production processes, and therefore the alienation of human beings from the product of their physical and intellectual labour. 

Most beautiful country on earth 

The "Good News" website reported that, "The locals have long known it, and now UK visitors agree: South Africa is the most beautiful country on earth. In the 2006 Reader's Travel Awards by UK magazine Conde Nast Traveller, South Africa's scenery scored 97.8% - the highest in the world - with the country being voted the world's fifth-best tourist destination. 

"Now in their ninth year, the awards come out of a comprehensive survey of readers' favourite hotels, spas, cities, countries and more, based on a range of criteria that are then compiled into a score out of 100. In the country category, South Africa's overall score was 94.2% - putting it ahead of other destinations such as Thailand, France, the US, Greece and Malaysia. 

"This is the sixth year in a row that South Africa has been ranked as one of the world's top 20 destinations. In 2005 the country came in at ninth place, 
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up from 13th place in 2004. The top country in 2006 was Italy, with a score of 95.57%, followed by New Zealand (94.81%), Australia (94.44%) and India (94.42%). 

"South Africa's hotels and spas were also rated among the best in the world, with six establishments making it onto the top 20 list of leisure hotels in the Middle East, Africa and the Indian Ocean islands. Clinching second position in this category was the multi-award-winning Singita Private Game Reserve, with an overall score of 95.6% and a top score of 97.95% for service and staff." 

The same "Good News" website also reported that, "the Garden Route has been named the 2006 Golf Destination of the Year for Africa and the Middle East on Thursday, 23 November 2006, at the International Golf Travel Market held at Marbella, Spain. 

"The award is made annually by IAGTO, the Global Trade Organisation for the Golf Tourism Industry and is a milestone for golf tourism in the Garden Route and Western Cape province. IAGTO's membership comprises more than 900 accredited golf tour operators, golf resorts, hotels, golf courses, operators, airlines and tourist boards in 72 countries worldwide. 

"The Cape Garden Route walked away with the grand prize, beating top destinations like Dubai and Mauritius amongst others, after more than 200 golf tour operators in 38 countries worldwide cast their vote based on the quality of golf courses and accommodation, customer service, professional conduct of suppliers, support from the local tourism authority, value for money and accessibility of tee-off times." 

Good news on economic performance 

Of course, the performance of our economy produced some of the best news about our country during this year, 2006. Consistent with the good news that our economy produced throughout the year, one of our business leaders, Bill Lynch, CEO of Imperial Holdings, became the first South African ever to win the "prestigious Ernst & Young World Entrepreneur Award at a ceremony in Monte Carlo", in June. 

At this ceremony, Bill Lynch said: "Our country has much to offer the world in terms of expertise, capability and commitment to getting a job done well. While it is me standing here tonight, I believe this award belongs to every employee of Imperial Holdings; without our dedicated management and staff it would simply not be possible for the company to have achieved the sustained growth and performance we have delivered over the years." 

Earlier this month, the American Chamber of Commerce (Am Cham) in South Africa reported that the majority of American companies in South Africa see the South African business climate as excellent or good, with more than 90% planning to increase investment and hire more staff. Roger Crawford, President of Am Cham, said, "The results (of the survey conducted by the Chamber) show that US companies are strongly committed to South Africa, and that the level of US business confidence in South Africa is increasing." 

Another December report said: "The shares of SA's leading construction companies look set for further growth in the new year amid the rising momentum of infrastructure expenditure, a construction analyst said last 
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week. Murray & Roberts' share price increased 93%, Group Five's 88%, Aveng's 79% and WBHO's 65%, said Feroz Basa, equity analyst at Old Mutual Asset Managers on Friday." 

Feroz Basa, equity analyst at Old Mutual Asset Managers, said: "The irony is that many analysts, including me, thought that these shares were already fully valued at the beginning of the year, yet we have seen these steep 
price rises anyway and they look like they are going higher, mostly on sheer hype. Normally construction shares trade at a discount to the FTSE/JSE industrial index because of the risk associated with their large projects, 
but currently they are trading at premiums of between 20% and 30%, illustrating how high the prices are." 

Commenting last month on the inaugural PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) Private Company Business Insights Survey, PwC economist Dr Roelof Botha said, "The experiences of private companies should ideally be considered in the future formulation of government economic policy as these entities contribute significantly to formal sector job creation. Their current confidence 
reflects the general mood of growth and optimism we see throughout the country and their perceptions of improved market share support the signs of an expanding economy." 

One of our newspapers also reported that: "The Dubai consortium that bought the Victoria & Alfred Waterfront says it disagrees with the high political risk assigned to South Africa by international rating agencies, and is 
looking at making substantial investments across a range of economic sectors. 

"Dubai World Company Nakheel Hotels & Resorts CEO James Wilson, who spearheaded the R7bn acquisition, said: 'We believe quite strongly that the risk that international rating agencies give SA is too high. There is a 
crime issue, but employment will solve that.' Dubai World has committed an additional $1 bn for further development of the V&A Waterfront. 

"'The investment returns here are what attract us. The costs of entry are lower here than in the rest of the world. With the price of entry being low, obviously the investment return is higher for us,' said Wilson. Wilson said SA had a sophisticated economy with a proper legal system and a good banking system similar to those in the US and UK. The country had huge, largely untapped investment potential, he said." 

Addressing the important issue of the fundamental strength and capacity of our major national companies, the quarterly magazine, "strategy+business", published by the well-known US global strategy and technology consulting firm Booz Allen Hamilton, said that Eskom, Africa's largest electric 
company, has shown the world how to combine social leadership and business success. In this regard, the observation was made that: 

"Without electricity, educating children is difficult; families must heat 
their homes with coal or wood, a major cause of respiratory diseases; and new businesses and employment opportunities can't grow. Eskom receives 80% of its revenues from industrial customers, but the company also has a self-imposed mission: to deliver electricity to all individuals, especially 
those who, in every sense, have lived without power." 

Cees Bruggemans, Chief Economist of First National Bank (FNB) commented last 
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month that: "As has become a regular feature in recent years in late November, StatsSA has once again blown the lights out with substantial upward data revisions to the GDP growth data, for the past three years as well as the first half of 2006. 

"The overall impression is that of an economy making 5% GDP growth its standard reference. When allowing for the underperforming sectors which are expected to do better in times ahead, the underlying GDP growth performance is already 5.5% plus, edging towards 6%. During this year to date (1-302006), GDP averaged steady 4.4% growth year-on-year. If we exclude agriculture, GDP growth was 5%. 

"When allowing for the upward revisions to 2004 and 2005, some 97% of the economy has been running at 5% growth already for three years now, an impressive output performance. When we take only the top five sectors, with a weight of 70% in the economy, the growth this year has been 6%." 

Earlier this month, StatsSA reported that employment in the formal non-agricultural business sector increased between the quarters ended June 2006 and September 2006. 

The September 2006 Quarterly Employment Statistics (QES) survey showed that the number of people employed in the formal non-agricultural business sector of the South African economy increased by about 73,000 persons or 1,0% from June 2006 to September 2006. An estimated 7,358,000 people were employed in this sector at the end of September. The survey also showed that the number of people employed in the sector had increased by 193,000 - or 2, 7% - from the same quarter last year. 

The FNB Chief Economist, Cees Bruggemans, also drew attention to the infrastructure deficit that had arisen as a result of our general failure to foresee the strong economic growth that our country has experienced and would continue to experience. However, he expressed his approval with regard to how the nation had responded to this national mistake. In this context he said: 

"Just because we were slow in taking off shouldn't be taken as confirmation that we can't and won't re-establish a much higher public capital spend as a matter of course. The ball is rolling, projects are being approved, the construction industry and material supply industries are gearing up, foreign contractors are streaming on board, and the great effort of engineering this structural shift is very much proceeding. 

"Therefore, stand by with stopwatch and measuring instruments to monitor our progress as we gradually re-establish our abilities in this crucial area of our general development effort. Don't just assume we can only fail. Far too much is going on for that to be inevitably the case." 

Reflecting this same confidence in our country, the leading aluminium company, Alcan, entered into an agreement about the supply of electricity that would make it possible for it to construct a huge aluminium smelter at the new Port of Ngqura/Coega. This was indeed another important piece of good news during 2006, given the sustained campaign that some in our country had conducted to present the new Port of Ngqura/Coega as the outstanding symbol of the failure and folly of our democratic government, led by our movement! 
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New benchmarks in 2010 preparations 

Despite everything we have said in this Letter so far, during the year we are concluding, some in our country and others elsewhere in the world did their best to convince our nation that we would fail to create the conditions for a successful 2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup, which FIFA had agreed we should host. 

Media suggestions were floated liberally that some countries were already standing by to take over this responsibility from us, since it was certain that we would definitely fail to do the things FIFA required of us, to ensure that the 2010 Soccer World Cup would actually take place in our country. 

Most fortunately, consistently, the President of FIFA, Sepp Blatter, insisted correctly that our country was perfectly capable of hosting the World Cup, and would indeed do so, setting new benchmarks in terms of the success of this most important global sports tournament. 

As the year came to a close, our 2010 Local Organising Committee (LOC) conducted a thorough audit review to assess where our country stood with regard to the progress we have made, properly to prepare for the unqualified success of the 2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup. 

Arising from this process, I am happy to report that the joint efforts of FIFA, the Local Organising Committee and the South African government, have established solid foundations for what will be an exceptional event. 

This year, the 2010 FIFA World Cup Special Measures Act has made its way through Parliament, progressing from its promulgation on 26 May to its passing into law on 30 July 2006. This Act forms the centrepiece of the legislative programme, and will provide all stakeholders with the necessary protection to stage a successful event. 

It was encouraging to hear FIFA's legal experts declare that, in all their experience of preparing for World Cup tournaments, they have never known such a comprehensive piece of legislation to have passed into law at such an early stage of the process. 

The Local Organising Committee has committed a substantial amount of time and effort this year to concluding detailed agreements with the nine Host Cities and each of the respective owners of the 10 Match Venues (stadia). These discussions were intense and complex, but the signed contracts were delivered to FIFA on time, on 15 March 2006 - one year ahead of schedule! 
Of great importance, the contracts give the Host Cities - Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban, Pretoria, Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, Rustenburg, Polokwane and Nelspruit - a framework on which they can advance their respective preparations for 2010. 

For those six cities planning major stadium construction or renovation projects, the appropriate authorities have been able conduct tender processes and appoint construction companies. 

On 26 October 2006, in a statement to Parliament, the Minister of Finance 
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announced that government has made available a total sum of R 15.1 billion for the upgrading of stadiums and support infrastructure. These projects will provide not only an outstanding stage for the FIFA World Cup in 2010, but also a sustainable national infrastructure. 

Construction will start at the FNB Stadium in Johannesburg early in the New Year, and earth moving and piling operations are underway at the new venues in Durban, Port Elizabeth and Nelspruit. 

Again doubts have been raised whether the stadia will be completed on time, and South Africans have been famously urged to start work with their picks and shovels, but it was imperative that the processes were conducted properly and transparently, and that the construction contracts were awarded following structured tenders. 

The LOC has adopted a 'belt and braces' approach to the construction programme by assembling a Stadium Oversight Committee, which has been charged with the task to monitor the projects, ensuring that the stadia are built and completed firstly on time, and secondly on budget. 
It is also important note that the LOC has taken care to adopt best practices drawn from previous events, seeking to build on past successes. 
A full debriefing session was held with the organisers of the 2006 FIFA World Cup in Germany, and this process of effective communication and consultation was sustained with the successful staging of the FIFA Kick-Off Workshop at Cape Town in October. 

Substantial progress has been made in other key areas. For instance, government, at national, provincial and city level, is working hard to create conditions where small companies are able to benefit from the hosting of the tournament, either through the provision of bed-and breakfast establishments or various other services and products required for the event. 

The details of an African Legacy Programme, conceived and approved to ensure the tournament leaves a measurable and sustainable legacy throughout our continent, has been developed and will be announced at a meeting of the African Union early in 2007. 

The LOG has delivered to FIFA a comprehensive proposal regarding the organisation of Public Viewing Areas, reflecting the importance of creating safe and secure Fan Parks where South Africans and visiting supporters alike can gather to enjoy the tournament. 

It is envisaged that these Fan Parks will be organised in the Host Cities, across the entire country and region and, indeed, at various locations, throughout the African Diaspora. 

Officials of the LOC have also prepared detailed plans for an effective Volunteer Programme, where 15,000 people will be recruited and trained to provide ancillary services to the tournament and also put a welcoming African smile on the face of the event. 

The Board of the LOC has already approved a draft match schedule for the tournament, and this will be finalised and presented to FIFA early in 2007. 
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This is another assignment completed by South Africa 2010, well ahead of the schedule established during the preparation of previous World Cups. 

The precise dates of the tournament have already been announced, with the Opening Match to be played on 11 June 2010, and the FIFA World Cup final to be played on 11 July 2010. 

Planning for the Confederations Cup in 2009, involving the champions of the six Confederations plus Italy, as world champions, and South Africa, as hosts, is well advanced. Match venues have been confirmed, and a draft match schedule has been agreed with FIFA 

Perhaps the highlight of the coming year will be the staging of the Preliminary Draw for the 2010 FIFA World Cup in Durban, when more than 200 national teams will be drawn into qualifying groups, which will produce 31 sides to join hosts South Africa in 2010. 

More than 3,500 delegates, representing virtually every country in the world, will gather in Durban, and the ceremony will be broadcast live to a global television audience of billions in over 200 countries. 

This will be a major occasion, when the attention of the entire world will be focused on our country and our continent. 

Lastly, as South Africans, we also hope that the forthcoming year will see an improvement in the fortunes of our national team, Bafana Bafana. The appointment of a new coach, Carlos Alberto Parreira, is an opportunity to leave recent disappointments behind and make progress towards a successful campaign in 2010. 

History suggests that an uplifting performance by the host country is often an integral element in a successful FIFA World Cup, and we are confident that the hope of the nation, Bafana Bafana, will rise to the occasion in 2010. 

The truth is that with regard to 2010, we have beaten all previous records with regard to the preparations for the successful hosting of the FIFA Soccer World Cup, including the benchmarks set by the highly successful 2006 German FIFA World Cup. This includes the financial sponsorships without which it would be impossible to hold the tournament. 

The work done to prepare for 2010 represents one of the most prominent items of good news of which we must be proud, and from which we must draw inspiration as we work in the New Year further to accelerate our advance towards the realisation of the goal of a better life for our people, and the peoples of our continent. 

In this regard, we must continue to believe in and strive to ensure the realisation of the noble goal that in 2010, the peoples of the world will win in Africa, with Africa! 

Like many other years since our liberation in 1994, the Year 2006 has, in reality been a Good News Year. It is most inspiring to all true South African patriots that we and they have been blessed with the opportunity to play a role, however small, as midwives to the birth of a winning nation. As the year began, we said that everything pointed to the reality that we had 
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entered our Age of Hope. 

Our overwhelming practical national experience during the year that is about to close, whatever the few negatives that might have raised their ugly head, communicates the unequivocal message that the nation remains firmly on course towards the realisation of the goal it has set itself, of doing everything necessary to achieve its renaissance as a winning nation! 

We wish all our people a Merry Christmas, a happy, peaceful and prosperous New Year, and Happy Hanukkah! Let all of us respond to the appeal to Drive Safely, and Arrive Alive! 

Thabo Mbeki 

--------------------------------
This is the last edition of ANC Today for 2006. The first edition of 2007 will be published on 12 January 2007. 

----------------- ---------------
This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2006/at50.htm 

To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: http://www. a nc. org .za/ancdocs/an ctoday/s u bscribe. htm I 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANC Today mailing list go to: http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 

anctoday mailing list 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

2006 - some milestones during the Age of Hope! 

The celebration of our Day of Reconciliation on 16 December represents the 
last major event of the year in terms of the public national calendar. It 
therefore also serves as a barometer, indicating whether or not we end the 
year on a good note or not. 

As over the past few years, this year we celebrated our Day of 
Reconciliation with an address to the nation delivered from Freedom Park. 
However, what made our pilgrimage to Freedom Park memorable this year was 
the fact that the leadership of the Park handed over to the nation the 
lsikhumbuto precinct, which includes the Wall of Remembrance on which are 
inscribed the names of our heroes and heroines. 

This communicated the good news that we are indeed well on course towards 
the projected completion of the Park in 2009, the national monument that 
will for all time, and among other things, serve as a tribute to all who 
sacrificed their lives for our freedom, as well as symbolise our commitment 
to the objective of national reconciliation. 

Even now, when only lsikhumbuto and lsivivane are nearly complete, it is 
clear that when it is finished, Freedom Park will stand out as a truly 
outstanding monument incorporating many extraordinary features. 

One of the things that will surely inspire everybody working on Freedom Park 
to strive even harder to build an excellent monument, will be the good news 
we also received this year, 2006, that the Red Location Museum of the 
People's Struggle in New Brighton, Port Elizabeth had received an 
international prize for outstanding architecture. 

Conferring the accolade, the Lubetkin Prize awarded by the Royal Institute 
of British Architects (RIBA) "to the most outstanding work of architecture 
outside the UK and the EU by an RIBA member", RISA said: 

"This is the most evocative of locations and symbology for a museum of 
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apartheid and its struggles. It is situated in the oldest township in Port 
Elizabeth where the first act of defiance occurred, when non-white railway 
workers refused to show their 'passes' to enter railway property. To build a 
museum of the apartheid era in the midst of the township that acted as a 
crucible for the struggle is an extraordinary achievement. The Red Location 
Museum brilliantly rises to the challenge, using architectural skill of the 
highest order to produce an unforgettable experience that is both viscerally 
and intellectually moving." 

In the field of the creative arts, emphasising the depth of talent among our 
people, 2006 also brought the good news that productions by two of our 
musical groups, the Soweto Gospel Choir and Ladysmith Black Mambazo, (the 
latter for the third time), had been nominated for Grammy Awards. The 
winners will be announced at a ceremony in Los Angeles, USA, in February 
2007. 

The world of knowledge 

The capacity of our people to stand in the global front ranks in the world 
of knowledge was demonstrated by the adoption of other decisions by the 
international community relating to our country. 

The first of these that we would like to cite concerns the exciting area of 
space science. In September this year, our Minister of Science and 
Technology communicated to the country the exciting news that our country 
had been short-listed with Australia to host the Square Kilometre Array 
(SKA) telescope. He said: 

"Our country's short-listing as one of two possible sites for the SKA is 
indeed a tremendous step for South African science. We were among the four 
countries, including Australia, Argentina and China, to have submitted bids 
to host the SKA, which is predicted to be the largest telescope in the 
world. The final decision on the location of the SKA is expected to have 
been taken by the major international science funding agencies by 2008 ... 

"The SKA will be unique. Not only will it be the biggest telescope ever 
built, but it will also be the only one of its kind in the world. It is the 
only instrument which can solve the most basic questions relating to the 
origins of the Universe, and the birth and evolution of stars and galaxies. 
The SKA is also expected to solve the problem of the Dark Energy, which has 
recently been found to fill the Universe, as well as test Einstein's Theory 
of General Relativity to greater precision than any other instrument can do. 

"Further, it will investigate the origin of magnetism in the Universe and 
will be the most powerful instrument ever to search for extra-terrestrial 
intelligence ... ! venture to say that Nobel Prizes will come from the 
research done with the SKA, and this immense telescope will undoubtedly 
bring great prestige to the host country. 

"I have it on good authority that the technology to be used for the SKA is 
at the cutting edge. It will have the fastest and largest data transport and 
computing capacity anywhere in the world, and will use new and exciting 
wireless and digital signal processing technologies. This in itself will 
generate very exciting opportunities for technology development and 
research, including the development of new high-tech industries in the host 
country." 
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Some time ago, our Ministry of Science and Technology had also entered the 
international race to host a laboratory focused on the cutting edge science 
discipline of biotechnology. Earlier this month, the announcement was made 
that South Africa had won the bid to host a laboratory of the International 
Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB). This means that 
South Africa will be the first country in Africa to host this laboratory and 
only the third in the world. 

One report noted that the "ICGEB is an international organisation dedicated 
to advanced research and training in molecular biology and biotechnology, 
with special regard to the needs of the developing world. The ICGEB 
laboratory has been described as one of the most important in the world and 
will be housed at the University of Cape Town's Institute for Infectious 
Diseases and Molecular Medicine. 

"The laboratory will be dealing with many scientific issues such as better 
disease control and the management of crops. Hosting this laboratory in 
South Africa is expected to strengthen our scientific community and attract 
many scientists from all over the world to Cape Town. There are only two 
other ICGEB laboratories in the world, situated in New Delhi, India and 
Trieste, Italy." 

The third international accolade we would like to mention concerns the 
application of modern information and communication technologies (ICT) to 
enhance our capacity to confront the challenges of education and health. 

Earlier this month, the good news was communicated from Hong Kong that, 
"Mindset Network of Johannesburg has been chosen from a group of over 160 
nominees as the winner of the 2006 Development Gateway Award. The 
Development Gateway Foundation awarded $100,000 (R716,000) to Mindset 
Network, a non-profit organisation, in recognition of its developing and 
providing educational materials on a mass scale through information 
technology. 

"The 2006 Development Gateway Award was on the theme of youth and was 
presented today at (the) International Telecommunications Union Telecom 
World 2006 in Hong Kong. Mindset Network provides assistance through a 
satellite-based technology platform that distributes high-quality multimedia 
educational content...Mindset provides educational materials as well as 
training in the use of the associated technology. The organisation has 
installed receiving equipment in more than 1,500 schools and 250 hospitals 
and clinics. Content is also available in over 1.5 million homes via 
satellite broadcast." 

Good news on governance 

The 2006 catalogue of good news about our country has also encompassed the 
important area of governance. Here we cite two examples affecting the issues 
of human rights and public finance. 

Earlier this month, it was announced that the University of Pretoria's 
Centre for Human Rights has been named the winner of the fifteenth edition 
of the UNESCO Prize for Human Rights Education (2006). The Centre for Human 
Rights received this Prize "in recognition of its outstanding contribution 
to the cause of human rights in South Africa and to the advancement of a 
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human rights culture by means of education and training of professionals in 
South Africa, other countries of the continent and beyond ... 

"The two flagship programmes of the Centre are the Master's Degree in Human 
Rights and Democratisation in Africa, established in 2000, and the African 
Human Rights Moot Court Competition, launched in 1992. The Master's 
Programme is a joint project of the Centre with seven other African 
universities. It is an intensive one-year course which offers knowledge and 
invaluable practical experience to 30 highly qualified individuals from 
African countries every year. It is the only course of this kind in Africa. 

"The Centre's African Human Rights Moot Court Competition is a unique 
project which gives African lawyers the opportunity to deepen their 
knowledge and understanding of the African Charter on Human and Peoples' 
Rights and its implementation. The Moot Court Competition has so far brought 
together 708 teams from 111 universities representing 43 African countries." 

With regard to the issue of public finances, in October the US 
non-governmental organisation, Open Budget Index, having conducted a study 
of 59 countries, ranked South Africa in the top four countries worldwide in 
terms of the transparency surrounding our national budgets, relating to the 
quantity and quality of information provided to citizens. New Zealand scored 
the highest on the index, at 89 points, followed by France with 87 points, 
Britain with 86 points and then South Africa with 85. 

The Open Budget Index report made particular mention of the Medium Term 
Budget Policy Statement, which celebrated its 10th anniversary this year, 
and the People's Budget, which is a newspaper-sized, summarised version of 
the budget designed to enhance accessibility. With regard to all this, our 
Minister of Finance, Trevor Manuel, said: "One of the things that (the Open 
Budget Index rates) very highly is the amount of transparency and the Medium 
Term Budget Policy Statement is a very important part of this." 

During 2006 our country continued to generate good news even in the area of 
sport and recreation, whose importance to the maintenance of human dignity 
has grown with the impact of technology on social development in general, 
the high-tech mechanisation of work processes, the fragmentation and global 
integration of the production processes, and therefore the alienation of 
human beings from the product of their physical and intellectual labour. 

Most beautiful country on earth 

The "Good News" website reported that, "The locals have long known it, and 
now UK visitors agree: South Africa is the most beautiful country on earth. 
In the 2006 Reader's Travel Awards by UK magazine Conde Nast Traveller, 
South Africa's scenery scored 97.8% - the highest in the world - with the 
country being voted the world's fifth-best tourist destination. 

"Now in their ninth year, the awards come out of a comprehensive survey of 
readers' favourite hotels, spas, cities, countries and more, based on a 
range of criteria that are then compiled into a score out of 100. In the 
country category, South Africa's overall score was 94.2% - putting it ahead 
of other destinations such as Thailand, France, the US, Greece and Malaysia. 

"This is the sixth year in a row that South Africa has been ranked as one of 
the world's top 20 destinations. In 2005 the country came in at ninth place, 
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up from 13th place in 2004. The top country in 2006 was Italy, with a score of 95.57%, followed by New Zealand (94.81%), Australia (94.44%) and India (94.42%). 

"South Africa's hotels and spas were also rated among the best in the world, with six establishments making it onto the top 20 list of leisure hotels in the Middle East, Africa and the Indian Ocean islands. Clinching second position in this category was the multi-award-winning Singita Private Game Reserve, with an overall score of 95.6% and a top score of 97.95% for service and staff." 

The same "Good News" website also reported that, "the Garden Route has been named the 2006 Golf Destination of the Year for Africa and the Middle East on Thursday, 23 November 2006, at the International Golf Travel Market held at Marbella, Spain. 

"The award is made annually by IAGTO, the Global Trade Organisation for the Golf Tourism Industry and is a milestone for golf tourism in the Garden Route and Western Cape province. IAGTO's membership comprises more than 900 accredited golf tour operators, golf resorts, hotels, golf courses, operators, airlines and tourist boards in 72 countries worldwide. 

"The Cape Garden Route walked away with the grand prize, beating top destinations like Dubai and Mauritius amongst others, after more than 200 golf tour operators in 38 countries worldwide cast their vote based on the quality of golf courses and accommodation, customer service, professional conduct of suppliers, support from the local tourism authority, value for money and accessibility of tee-off times." 

Good news on economic performance 

Of course, the performance of our economy produced some of the best news about our country during this year, 2006. Consistent with the good news that our economy produced throughout the year, one of our business leaders, Bill Lynch, CEO of Imperial Holdings, became the first South African ever to win the "prestigious Ernst & Young World Entrepreneur Award at a ceremony in Monte Carlo", in June. 

At this ceremony, Bill Lynch said: "Our country has much to offer the world in terms of expertise, capability and commitment to getting a job done well. While it is me standing here tonight, I believe this award belongs to every employee of Imperial Holdings; without our dedicated management and staff it would simply not be possible for the company to have achieved the sustained growth and performance we have delivered over the years." 

Earlier this month, the American Chamber of Commerce (Am Cham) in South Africa reported that the majority of American companies in South Africa see the South African business climate as excellent or good, with more than 90% planning to increase investment and hire more staff. Roger Crawford, President of AmCham, said, "The results (of the survey conducted by the Chamber) show that US companies are strongly committed to South Africa, and that the level of US business confidence in South Africa is increasing." 

Another December report said: "The shares of SA's leading construction companies look set for further growth in the new year amid the rising momentum of infrastructure expenditure, a construction analyst said last 
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week. Murray & Roberts' share price increased 93%, Group Five's 88%, Aveng's 79% and WBHO's 65%, said Feroz Basa, equity analyst at Old Mutual Asset Managers on Friday." 

Feroz Basa, equity analyst at Old Mutual Asset Managers, said: "The irony is that many analysts, including me, thought that these shares were already 
fully valued at the beginning of the year, yet we have seen these steep 
price rises anyway and they look like they are going higher, mostly on sheer hype. Normally construction shares trade at a discount to the FTSE/JSE 
industrial index because of the risk associated with their large projects, 
but currently they are trading at premiums of between 20% and 30%, 
illustrating how high the prices are." 

Commenting last month on the inaugural PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) Private Company Business Insights Survey, PwC economist Dr Roelof Botha said, "The experiences of private companies should ideally be considered in the future 
formulation of government economic policy as these entities contribute 
significantly to formal sector job creation. Their current confidence 
reflects the general mood of growth and optimism we see throughout the 
country and their perceptions of improved market share support the signs of 
an expanding economy." 

One of our newspapers also reported that: "The Dubai consortium that bought the Victoria & Alfred Waterfront says it disagrees with the high political 
risk assigned to South Africa by international rating agencies, and is 
looking at making substantial investments across a range of economic 
sectors. 

"Dubai World Company Nakheel Hotels & Resorts CEO James Wilson, who 
spearheaded the R7bn acquisition, said: 'We believe quite strongly that the 
risk that international rating agencies give SA is too high. There is a 
crime issue, but employment will solve that.' Dubai World has committed an 
additional $1 bn for further development of the V&A Waterfront. 

"'The investment returns here are what attract us. The costs of entry are 
lower here than in the rest of the world. With the price of entry being low, 
obviously the investment return is higher for us,' said Wilson. Wilson said 
SA had a sophisticated economy with a proper legal system and a good banking system similar to those in the US and UK. The country had huge, largely 
untapped investment potential, he said." 

Addressing the important issue of the fundamental strength and capacity of 
our major national companies, the quarterly magazine, "strategy+business", published by the well-known US global strategy and technology consulting 
firm Booz Allen Hamilton, said that Eskom, Africa's largest electric 
company, has shown the world how to combine social leadership and business success. In this regard, the observation was made that: 

"Without electricity, educating children is difficult; families must heat 
their homes with coal or wood, a major cause of respiratory diseases; and new businesses and employment opportunities can't grow. Eskom receives 80% of its revenues from industrial customers, but the company also has a 
self-imposed mission: to deliver electricity to all individuals, especially 
those who, in every sense, have lived without power." 

Cees Bruggemans, Chief Economist of First National Bank (FNB) commented last 
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month that: "As has become a regular feature in recent years in late November, StatsSA has once again blown the lights out with substantial upward data revisions to the GDP growth data, for the past three years as well as the first half of 2006. 

"The overall impression is that of an economy making 5% GDP growth its standard reference. When allowing for the underperforming sectors which are expected to do better in times ahead, the underlying GDP growth performance is already 5.5% plus, edging towards 6%. During this year to date (1-302006), GDP averaged steady 4.4% growth year-on-year. If we exclude agriculture, GDP growth was 5%. 

"When allowing for the upward revisions to 2004 and 2005, some 97% of the economy has been running at 5% growth already for three years now, an impressive output performance. When we take only the top five sectors, with a weight of 70% in the economy, the growth this year has been 6%." 

Earlier this month, StatsSA reported that employment in the formal non-agricultural business sector increased between the quarters ended June 2006 and September 2006. 

The September 2006 Quarterly Employment Statistics (QES) survey showed that the number of people employed in the formal non-agricultural business sector of the South African economy increased by about 73,000 persons or 1,0% from June 2006 to September 2006. An estimated 7,358,000 people were employed in this sector at the end of September. The survey also showed that the number of people employed in the sector had increased by 193,000 - or 2, 7% - from the same quarter last year. 

The FNB Chief Economist, Gees Bruggemans, also drew attention to the infrastructure deficit that had arisen as a result of our general failure to foresee the strong economic growth that our country has experienced and would continue to experience. However, he expressed his approval with regard to how the nation had responded to this national mistake. In this context he said: 

"Just because we were slow in taking off shouldn't be taken as confirmation that we can't and won't re-establish a much higher public capital spend as a matter of course. The ball is rolling, projects are being approved, the construction industry and material supply industries are gearing up, foreign contractors are streaming on board, and the great effort of engineering this structural shift is very much proceeding. 

"Therefore, stand by with stopwatch and measuring instruments to monitor our progress as we gradually re-establish our abilities in this crucial area of our general development effort. Don't just assume we can only fail. Far too much is going on for that to be inevitably the case." 

Reflecting this same confidence in our country, the leading aluminium company, Alcan, entered into an agreement about the supply of electricity that would make it possible for it to construct a huge aluminium smelter at the new Port of Ngqura/Coega. This was indeed another important piece of good news during 2006, given the sustained campaign that some in our country had conducted to present the new Port of Ngqura/Coega as the outstanding symbol of the failure and folly of our democratic government, led by our movement! 
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New benchmarks in 2010 preparations 

Despite everything we have said in this Letter so far, during the year we are concluding, some in our country and others elsewhere in the world did their best to convince our nation that we would fail to create the conditions for a successful 2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup, which FIFA had agreed we should host. 

Media suggestions were floated liberally that some countries were already standing by to take over this responsibility from us, since it was certain that we would definitely fail to do the things FIFA required of us, to ensure that the 2010 Soccer World Cup would actually take place in our country. 

Most fortunately, consistently, the President of FIFA, Sepp Blatter, insisted correctly that our country was perfectly capable of hosting the World Cup, and would indeed do so, setting new benchmarks in terms of the success of this most important global sports tournament. 

As the year came to a close, our 2010 Local Organising Committee (LOC) conducted a thorough audit review to assess where our country stood with regard to the progress we have made, properly to prepare for the unqualified success of the 2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup. 

Arising from this process, I am happy to report that the joint efforts of FIFA, the Local Organising Committee and the South African government, have established solid foundations for what will be an exceptional event. 

This year, the 2010 FIFA World Cup Special Measures Act has made its way through Parliament, progressing from its promulgation on 26 May to its passing into law on 30 July 2006. This Act forms the centrepiece of the legislative programme, and will provide all stakeholders with the necessary protection to stage a successful event. 

It was encouraging to hear FIFA's legal experts declare that, in all their experience of preparing for World Cup tournaments, they have never known such a comprehensive piece of legislation to have passed into law at such an early stage of the process. 

The Local Organising Committee has committed a substantial amount of time and effort this year to concluding detailed agreements with the nine Host Cities and each of the respective owners of the 10 Match Venues (stadia). These discussions were intense and complex, but the signed contracts were delivered to FIFA on time, on 15 March 2006 - one year ahead of schedule! 

Of great importance, the contracts give the Host Cities - Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban, Pretoria, Bloemfontein, Port Elizabeth, Rustenburg, Polokwane and Nelspruit - a framework on which they can advance their respective preparations for 2010. 

For those six cities planning major stadium construction or renovation projects, the appropriate authorities have been able conduct tender processes and appoint construction companies. 

On 26 October 2006, in a statement to Parliament, the Minister of Finance 



I (2007/01/08) Logavinogarie Reddy -ANC Today 22 December 2006 

announced that government has made available a total sum of R 15.1 billion for the upgrading of stadiums and support infrastructure. These projects will provide not only an outstanding stage for the FIFA World Cup in 2010, but also a sustainable national infrastructure. 

Construction will start at the FNB Stadium in Johannesburg early in the New Year, and earth moving and piling operations are underway at the new venues in Durban, Port Elizabeth and Nelspruit. 

Again doubts have been raised whether the stadia will be completed on time, and South Africans have been famously urged to start work with their picks and shovels, but it was imperative that the processes were conducted properly and transparently, and that the construction contracts were awarded following structured tenders. 

The LOC has adopted a 'belt and braces' approach to the construction programme by assembling a Stadium Oversight Committee, which has been charged with the task to monitor the projects, ensuring that the stadia are built and completed firstly on time, and secondly on budget. 

It is also important note that the LOC has taken care to adopt best practices drawn from previous events, seeking to build on past successes. 

A full debriefing session was held with the organisers of the 2006 FIFA World Cup in Germany, and this process of effective communication and consultation was sustained with the successful staging of the FIFA Kick-Off Workshop at Cape Town in October. 

Substantial progress has been made in other key areas. For instance, government, at national, provincial and city level, is working hard to create conditions where small companies are able to benefit from the hosting of the tournament, either through the provision of bed-and breakfast establishments or various other services and products required for the event. 

The details of an African Legacy Programme, conceived and approved to ensure the tournament leaves a measurable and sustainable legacy throughout our continent, has been developed and will be announced at a meeting of the African Union early in 2007. 

The LOC has delivered to FIFA a comprehensive proposal regarding the organisation of Public Viewing Areas, reflecting the importance of creating safe and secure Fan Parks where South Africans and visiting supporters alike can gather to enjoy the tournament. 

It is envisaged that these Fan Parks will be organised in the Host Cities, across the entire country and region and, indeed, at various locations, throughout the African Diaspora. 

Officials of the LOC have also prepared detailed plans for an effective Volunteer Programme, where 15,000 people will be recruited and trained to provide ancillary services to the tournament and also put a welcoming African smile on the face of the event. 

The Board of the LOC has already approved a draft match schedule for the tournament, and this will be finalised and presented to FIFA early in 2007. 
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This is another assignment completed by South Africa 2010, well ahead of the schedule established during the preparation of previous World Cups. 

The precise dates of the tournament have already been announced, with the Opening Match to be played on 11 June 2010, and the FIFA World Cup final to be played on 11 July 2010. 

Planning for the Confederations Cup in 2009, involving the champions of the six Confederations plus Italy, as world champions, and South Africa, as hosts, is well advanced. Match venues have been confirmed, and a draft match schedule has been agreed with FIFA 

Perhaps the highlight of the coming year will be the staging of the Preliminary Draw for the 2010 FIFA World Cup in Durban, when more than 200 national teams will be drawn into qualifying groups, which will produce 31 sides to join hosts South Africa in 2010. 

More than 3,500 delegates, representing virtually every country in the world, will gather in Durban, and the ceremony will be broadcast live to a global television audience of billions in over 200 countries. 

This will be a major occasion, when the attention of the entire world will be focused on our country and our continent. 

Lastly, as South Africans, we also hope that the forthcoming year will see an improvement in the fortunes of our national team, Bafana Bafana. The appointment of a new coach, Carlos Alberto Parreira, is an opportunity to leave recent disappointments behind and make progress towards a successful campaign in 2010. 

History suggests that an uplifting performance by the host country is often an integral element in a successful FIFA World Cup, and we are confident that the hope of the nation, Bafana Bafana, will rise to the occasion in 2010. 

The truth is that with regard to 2010, we have beaten all previous records with regard to the preparations for the successful hosting of the FIFA Soccer World Cup, including the benchmarks set by the highly successful 2006 German FIFA World Cup. This includes the financial sponsorships without which it would be impossible to hold the tournament. 

The work done to prepare for 2010 represents one of the most prominent items of good news of which we must be proud, and from which we must draw inspiration as we work in the New Year further to accelerate our advance towards the realisation of the goal of a better life for our people, and the peoples of our continent. 

In this regard, we must continue to believe in and strive to ensure the realisation of the noble goal that in 2010, the peoples of the world will win in Africa, with Africa! 

Like many other years since our liberation in 1994, the Year 2006 has, in reality been a Good News Year. It is most inspiring to all true South African patriots that we and they have been blessed with the opportunity to play a role, however small, as midwives to the birth of a winning nation. As the year began, we said that everything pointed to the reality that we had 
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entered our Age of Hope. 

Our overwhelming practical national experience during the year that is about to close, whatever the few negatives that might have raised their ugly head, communicates the unequivocal message that the nation remains firmly on course towards the realisation of the goal it has set itself, of doing everything necessary to achieve its renaissance as a winning nation! 
We wish all our people a Merry Christmas, a happy, peaceful and prosperous New Year, and Happy Hanukkah! Let all of us respond to the appeal to Drive Safely, and Arrive Alive! 

Thabo Mbeki 

This is the last edition of ANC Today for 2006. The first edition of 2007 will be published on 12 January 2007. 

·-------------------------------------
This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2006/at50.htm 
To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 
To unsubscribe yourself from the ANC Today mailing list go to: http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 

anctoday mailing list 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A sermon from Moria 

On Sunday 2 September, in a service we attended, His Grace Bishop Barnabas Lekganyane 

of the Zion Christian Church (ZCC) delivered a Sermon in Moria to conclude the annual 

September Conference of his branch of the ZCC. The Conference was attended by 

2,495,783 members of the Church. The Conference is held to consecrate what the ZCC 

considers as the New Year. This New Year, based on the rhythm of the seasons as 

experienced through the millennia by Africans, celebrates the beginning of Spring. 

This signals the onset of the period of the Spring and Summer rains, and therefore 

the initiation of the life cycle that replenishes the food stocks, restores the 

natural habitat, recreates the best conditions for the health and productivity of the 

animals and natural plants that provide milk, meat, fruit, vegetables and herbs, and 

enables the growth of the crops that will provide the rich harvest needed to sustain 

human life. 

Because of the intimate connection between rain, which nature provides, good 

harvests, which depend on organised human labour, and the guarantee of human 

existence, which requires appropriate systems of good governance, the most evocative 

expression of good wishes in the seSotho languages is "pula! nala!" ("rain! a good 

harvest!") 

Inevitably, therefore, the September Conference of the ZCC speaks to a critically 

important issue in our country - the restoration and affirmation of the identity of 

the black African majority after centuries of denigration and marginalisation during 

the long period of slavery, colonialism and apartheid. However, this Letter is not 

focused on this important matter. Rather, because of the importance to our country of 

what Bishop Lekganyane said, this Letter consists mainly of extracts from the Sermon. 

The Church and our liberation 

The Christian Church in our county has played an important part in our struggle for 
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liberation for at least 150 years. The ANC itself can trace some of its origins to 

African Christians, some whom broke away from the established white-led churches to 

form their own, such as the Ethiopian Church. Throughout our history, many of our 

leaders were either priests or lay preachers. 

The Christian Church played an important role even during the most difficult period 

in our struggle - the period of extreme repression that started with the Sharpeville 

Massacre in 1960. This reflected the sustained recognition especially by African 

Christians, over a long period of time, that the practice of their faith could not be 

detached and separated from the struggle of the very members of their congregations 

for freedom and human dignity. 

The African Christians were joined in this by such white Christian priests and 

leaders as Trevor Huddleston, Dennis Hurley, Beyers Naude, Michael Scott, Ambrose 

Reeves, Albert Nolan and others. 

The overwhelming majority of our people are Christians. Today our country enjoys the 

freedom for which the Revs Tiyo Soga, Nehemiah Tile, John Langalibalele Dube and 

others prayed for and spoke about from as long ago as the 1850s. However, we still 

confront a whole variety of serious challenges, many of which are part of the legacy 

of the white minority domination that the early African Christians opposed. 

Bishop Barnabas Lekganyane's Sermon focused on a number of these serious challenges. 

By this means he reaffirmed the continuing obligation of the Church in our country, 

as well as the other Faiths, to respect and continue the long tradition of the 

involvement of people of faith in the struggle to improve the conditions of life of 

all our people, and not be concerned only with matters of the soul and the 

after-life. 

As our readers will see, Bishop Lekganyane made the statement in a dignified manner 

that the ZCC does not define itself as an advocacy and protest formation, but as an 

active participant in the reconstruction and development of our country. 

Nevertheless the Sermon also reasserted the central role of our religious communities 

in fashioning the moral and spiritual setting within which we must engage the 

continuing struggle to address the material needs of all our people, focused on the 

task to eradicate poverty and underdevelopment. 

The power of knowledge 

Bishop Lekganyane based his Sermon on Chapter 4, Verse 6 of the Biblical Book of 

Hosea. This text says: "Hear the word of the Lord, you children of Israel, for the 

Lord brings a charge against the inhabitants of the land: 'My people are destroyed 

for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I will also reject you 

from being priest for Me."' In his Sermon Bishop Lekganyane therefore said: 

"Obviously no children, no parents, no family, no communities and no nation would 

allow itself to be rejected by The Lord. Automatically knowledge is of the utmost 

importance for people to enjoy the favour of The Lord ... Therefore knowledge is power, 

security and safety. This is what I want to offer to every member of the Zion 

Christian Church and everybody present here this afternoon ... 

Moral regeneration 

"Let me start my sermon by praying for South Africa our beloved country, for its soul 

which used to be characterised by respect amongst individuals, parents, communities 
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and the leaders. May the Lord God regenerate the moral fibre of our country which was 

a key success to liberating our land. This knowledge was and is still fundamental to 

peaceful co-existence in our country. This is knowledge; this is power; this is 

security; and this is safety. 

"Morality refers to the right or wrong actions based on choices made by individuals 

or groups of individuals. As South Africa strives towards its noble ideal of a better 

life for all as enshrined in our Constitution, we are confronted by evidence of a 

moral degeneration in the form of domestic violence, rape, murder, robbery, theft, 

house breaking, drug trafficking and mainly women and child abuse. 

"These are driven by individualism and selfishness, the breakdown of family life as 

well as lack of respect for the law. This is lack of knowledge; this is lack of 

power; and this is lack of security and lack of safety. 

"While Government and its partners as well as individuals are making efforts to 

improve the socio-economic conditions and enhance the nation's moral fibre, 

perpetrators of wrongdoing cite the effects of apartheid as reasons for their 

undesirable conduct. It is up to us to bring botho le hlompho (humanism and respect) 

in every household, in every classroom, in every boardroom, in every playground, in 

every farm, in every police station, as we find and express ourselves as a nation. 

This is knowledge; this is power; this is security and this is safety. This is what 

the nation must live up to, to avoid being rejected by the Almighty God. 

"By nation we mean black and white; rich and poor; rural and urban; well educated and 

poor skilled; young and old. We all need to develop the will and ways to resist evil 

and embrace and share what is right for the common good. We cannot be apathetic and 

be seen to be walking away from immoral actions without influencing them for the 

better. That is not Africa, aowa aowa, ga se botho ke bophoofolo: (no, no, it is not 

humanism but surrender to the law of the jungle.) 

"As a Zionist, you do not tempt a policeman and later turn around and say the police 

are corrupt. As a responsible household we should always be vigilant of people 

selling stolen goods. As teachers we cannot expect learners, parents and the 

community to respect us when we do not effectively utilise the time to build a nation 

of skilled youth. 

"As business owners do not commit fraud and theft and when you see your businesses 

collapsing start complaining of unemployment. This is knowledge, this is power, this 

is security and this is safety. Obviously if we cling to these healthy and holy 

practices, the Lord will not reject us as a beautiful South African Nation and its 

effective government. 

Tasks of the youth 

"Individually and severally we should be investing in educating and protecting our 

children, enabling them to develop as building blocks for sustainable, future success 

of the nation. Our tradition recognises certain taboos. These are taboos or the 

don'ts. As the spiritual leader I encourage our youth to abstain from adult 

activities prematurely. For now there is no cure for HIV Aids and please stop 

misleading our children that there is cure for the pandemic. 

"To all our youth, be seen to be taking advantage of the opportunities available to 

make your future a success. The private sector, government and other organisations as 

well as Zion Christian Church, the Bishop Edward Lekganyane bursary fund, provide you 

with bursaries, internships as well as vacation work to engage the skills development 
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to greater heights. This is knowledge, this is power, this is security and this is 
safety, devoid of any form of rejection by the Almighty God. 

The leaders we need 

"Priests, stop promoting your own interests at the expense of God's people. My 
Priests do not waste time fighting over leadership positions, nor over gossip and 
baseless accusations, because they know that they were called to greater service, to 
change the lives of the people for the better; by praying for them when they are 
sick; to pray with them when they are in trouble, to encourage them along when their 
spirit is low, to welcome them to and baptise them into the kingdom of God. 

"This kind of behaviour builds the church, builds families, builds the nation, and 
builds South Africa. When a person serves the nation by doing that which it needs, 
there will be no time for meaningless quarrels or fights. Kings are not born of 
meaningless quarrels or fights. True leadership is based on service to the nation, 
not serving your interests and fighting over leadership. Give freely because you have 
also been given. For sure this is knowledge, this is power, this is security and this 
is safety. 

"Congregants, please respect and pray for your priests and our political leaders in 
respect of their responsibility to the nation. This is our key responsibility. For 
the past twelve years the church has been running a winter school to prepare 
matriculants for their exams. I have observed with great interest to the level of 
commitment and discipline existing amongst learners and teachers, at this special 
Winter Enrichment Centre. It is not only that which is contained in the curriculum of 
the disciplines taught, but the culture of respect by learners to parents, families, 
communities, leadership in the church structures, government structures as inculcated 
in their general behaviour. 

"Insults, bad language, quarrels, lack of respect for those older than you is not 
part of our humanity, it is un-African and anti-Christ. You invite bad luck unto 
yourselves, and being rejected by the Almighty God. What I am giving you here is 
knowledge, this is power, this is security and this is safety. 

The role of the media 

"The Media, you have a major responsibility to educate, to transform and inspire our 
nation to seek knowledge that would lead them to live a better life. What we normally 
witness in our media is negative reporting which encourages disrespect for self and 
community values, the rule of law. Personal vendetta and the values of selfishness 
will lead us nowhere as a nation of this beautiful country. 

"Today we pray that you may realise that you are an important partner and indeed 
responsible to report responsibly to build a successful nation devoid of rejection by 
the Almighty God. Love our children, love our future, love our country South Africa, 
and love our continent, Africa our land. Superlative love for Africa and its people 
is inevitable to avoid rejection by the Almighty God. 

Our tasks in Africa and at home 

"Let us this afternoon pray for those involved with the 2010 (tournament) to meet 
their expected obligations of making this major African event the best and most 
success ever. 

"Let us pray for our leadership, at community level, municipal, provincial as well as 
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national that the Lord God can guide them in delivering a better life for all. 

"Fellow Zionists please join me today in praying for our President...and his cabinet 

to overcome the challenges they have in fulfilling their mandate to make a better 

life for all. We acknowledge the economic stability and political stability you have 

ushered South Africa into since 1994. We acknowledge the initiatives you have made to 

deliver other African countries into democratic dispensations. We acknowledge the 
inroads you have made through the NEPAD to instigate Africa to take its rightful 

position in the global world. Your expertise has made us great. May the Almighty 

bless you in your leadership. 

"I thank all of you, from far and near, who made the effort to come celebrate the New 

Year at this holy city of Moria. May the one in the highest bless your feet (reward 

your effort) by healing your illnesses; may your children do well at school; may 
those without jobs find them; may those who work be successful at what you are doing, 

so that you can create more jobs in order to fight poverty and hunger. May God also 

bless those who could not make it to Moria, because we do not have the same means (we 

are not equal, like teeth; even teeth are not equal). Drivers, please ensure that you 
return these children of God safely to their homes." 

Those who have ears 

From his pulpit in Moria, Bishop Barnabas Lekganyane addressed many questions that 

are central to the continuing national and historic reconstruction and development 
effort. These range from the obligation of our government to meet its commitments to 

the people, through the need for the Church to involve itself in the development 
process, the restoration of the ubuntu/botho value system, the necessity for the 

people's involvement in the fight against crime, the critical importance of the role 

of education, to nation building, the kind and quality of leaders and leadership our 

country needs, and our obligation to continue to contribute to the renaissance of 
Africa. 

Bishop Lekganyane addressed all these important matters as the leader and on behalf 

of the millions of members of the ZCC. He spoke not as an observer of South African 

reality but as an active participant in the challenging but exciting people's process 

to give birth to a new South Africa. 

One-hundred-and-fifteen years ago, in 1892, the Rev John Langalibalele Dube, who 

became the first President of the ANC, wrote of the day when "Africa (would} take her 

place as a nation among nations: then shall her sons and daughters sing aloud: 'Let 

us arise and shine, for our light has come. The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.' 
May the day speedily come when 'Ethiopia shall stretch out her hands unto God.' " 

On 2 September, Bishop Barnabas Lekganyane spoke of what our nation needs to do to 

transform the Rev John Dube's dream into reality. He or she who has ears to hear, let 

him or her hear! 

Thabo Mbeki 

FREEDOM SONGS <Viewpoint - Mosiuoa Lekota> 

Mobilise the masses to build a better life 

The reaction of many people to the questions I raised this past weekend regarding the 
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abuse of some liberation songs of our movement has shown clearly that there is a need 

to embark on a political education drive. For now, however, I would like to clarify 

what I was saying. 

The freedom songs of the liberation movement have always been instruments of the 

revolution. They have been composed and sung to announce policy, popularise it and 

motivate the masses to implement it. 

These freedom songs are also time-bound, relevant to specific phases of our struggle. 

They are therefore not like pop songs which are sung for aimless individual 
entertainment. They also cannot be the property of individuals. 

They are time-bound because a systematic study of these freedom songs shows that they 

are related to the phases our struggle went through. 

The constitutional phase (1912-1949) 

This is the period in which our people protested their exclusion from the 1910 Union 

of South Africa dispensation. The people's protests were strictly carried out within 

the law, largely demanding rightful status in the land of their birth. 

Some of these songs included "Senzeni na sihlushwa nje? Sano sethu bubumnyama", "Sera 

sa motho ke pasa .... ", and others. 

Many of these songs were conversions of popular church hymns. They however played an 

important role in raising the social awareness of the people's oppressed condition. 

Even in this early stage of our struggle the nascent African working class was taking 

its place alongside others classes inside Congress. The refrain of the imported "what 

a system? What a system? What a crime? We can't mend it, we must end it, end it now 

and for all time", became "mayibuye, mayibuye, maybuy' iAfrika, eyathathwa 
ngabamhlophe". 

The extra-constitutional phase (1949-1961) 

By the closing years of the 1940s the docility of the people was fast changing into a 

mood of defiance. The war-years had given impetus to urbanisation. Soldiers from 

disenfranchised communities returned with experience that spoke of militancy in other 

parts of the continent and beyond. 

The humiliating treatment of these returnees added fuel to the discontent of the 

people. It was against the backdrop of these and other elements of the condition of 

the people that the ANG Youth League moved the Programme of Action at the 1949 

conference. 

That programme called for a radical change in the tactics of the ANG. It called for 

defiance of unjust laws over and above petitions and letters of protest. The freedom 

songs announced this shift in tactics both in their rhythm and content. For instance: 

"Nans' indod' emnyama Verwoerd .... ", "Sing' amasotsha kaLuthuli, Lapho lapho 

siyakhona sisimisel' ukufa kwethu .. ", etc. 

The armed phase (1961-1990} 

The banning of the liberation organisations presented our people with a choice to 

submit or fight. They chose to fight and their songs immediately announced this 

policy direction. For instance: "Ngomhla sibuyayo kothula kuthi tu; 
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kokhal'imbayimbayi phezulu kwentaba" and "MK kea rona, Ba boi ba tjhetjhe, Baboi 

batjhetjhe, Batjhetjhelle morao". 

As the armed struggle gained international support the AK47 machine gun became the 

reputable weapon of freedom, Hence comrades composed "Awuleth' umshini wami" to 

motivate the youth to take up arms and intensify the armed struggle, 

It is now more than a decade since the movement abandoned arms. Sometime after the 

CODESA settlement, the late comrade Peter Mokaba persisted with such chants as "'Kill 

the farmer, kill the boer". 

This necessitated the ANC National Executive Committee (NEC) calling on him to 
account as to why as a serving member of that body he was continuing on a platform 

that had already been abandoned by the movement. That NEC rebuked him very sharply, 

pointing out that it was the responsibility of ANC leaders and members to proceed in 

a manner that coincides with the movement's decided policy and not reckless 

adventurism that could easily lead to the reversal of the gains of our National 
Democratic Revolution. 

Following the CODESA democratic settlement, the movement announced its policy 

priorities as national peace, national reconciliation and reconstruction, and the 
drive for a better life for all. 

Our freedom songs have always provided a link between our current struggles and the 

struggles of the past. The old songs survive today, even as times have changed, to 

remind us of the sacrifices of those who waged the struggle before us, and to call on 

their fighting spirit to strengthen us as we confront contemporary challenges. 

But our freedom songs are primarily about the tasks at hand, and the mobilisation of 

the forces of change behind our policies and programmes in the current epoch. At this 

moment in our struggle, as we are focused on the critical challenge of democratic 

transformation and the creation of a better life for our people, we need to ask what 

is the purpose of singing songs whose message is to demand machine guns? 

Certainly, we must continue to celebrate our heroes in song, and we must acknowledge 

that ours is a struggle that has withstood the passage of time. We must draw on our 

proud history of resistance and the rich legacy of revolutionary culture that we have 

inherited. 

As we do so, we need to dedicate more effort to songs that publicise and popularise 

the current policies of the democratic movement. We need to sing songs that mobilise 

the masses of our people to confront poverty, underdevelopment and inequality and 

thereby become their own liberators. 

** Mosiuoa Lekota is the ANC National Chairperson. 

A FUNDAMENTAL REVOLUTIONARY LESSON: 
THE ENEMY MANOEUVRES BUT IT REMAINS THE ENEMY/ PART Ill 

The Revolutionary Phrase & the defence of the Democratic Revolution 

On the ANC website there is an article written by the late Dumisani Makhaye, a member 

of our National Executive Committee, entitled "Left Factionalism and the Democratic 

Revolution". It was originally published in the ANC journal Umrabulo, and later as a 
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supplement to ANC Today Vol 2 No 48, published in November 2002. 

The article we publish in this edition, Part Ill of the current series, is 
principally an edited version of the Makhaye article, which argues, correctly, that 

our first task as a revolutionary movement is to defend our democratic victory. 

Before we reproduce this edited version, we would like to make some introductory 

"scene-setting" remarks. 

Our movement, the ANC, is not a Marxist-Leninist party, Nevertheless, we have never 

hesitated to learn the necessary lessons from other revolutionary struggles, relying, 

in many instances, on the internationalist experience of our historic ally, the South 
African Communist Party (SACP). 

Within this context, we would like to refer to an article by VI Lenin, "The 
Revolutionary Phrase", published in 1918, a few months after the victory of the 1917 

October Socialist Revolution. Lenin wrote: 

"When I said at a Party meeting that the revolutionary phrase about a revolutionary 

war might ruin our revolution, I was reproached for the sharpness of my polemics. 
There are, however, moments when a question must be raised sharply and things given 

their proper names, the danger being that otherwise irreparable harm may be done to 

the Party and the revolution. 

"Revolutionary phrase-making, more often than not, is a disease from which 
revolutionary parties suffer at times when they constitute, directly or indirectly, a 
combination, alliance or intermingling of proletarian and petty-bourgeois elements, 

and when the course of revolutionary events is marked by big, rapid zigzags. 

"By revolutionary phrase making we mean the repetition of revolutionary slogans 

irrespective of objective circumstances at a given turn of events, in the given state 
of affairs obtaining at the time. The slogans are superb, intoxicating, but there are 

no grounds for them: such is the nature of the revolutionary phrase." 

In our last article, Part II, we addressed some matters relating to the right wing 

opposition to our movement and revolution. In this article, our Part 111, we focus on 

our "left opposition", hence our reference to Lenin's observations about 
"revolutionary phrase making", and the imperative for us not to be misled by "superb 

and intoxicating" but dangerous slogans and phrases. 

For many years, since the victory of the democratic revolution, one of the defining 

theses of our "left opposition", to date, has been that the ANC has betrayed the 

revolution. The charge has therefore been made that all our movement is about is the 

implementation of neo-liberal policies, resulting from our allegedly slavish 
commitment to the prescriptions of "the Washington consensus". Naturally, the "left 

opposition" has offered its alternative in this regard. 

For instance, consistent with the campaign that both the right and left opposition to 

our movement have pursued for many years, Dale McKinley, former member of the SACP, 

has argued that the SACP and Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU) should 

establish "an organisational and political base to both shift ANG/government 
policy ... and to re-build a genuine left political and organisational power-base to 

contest power relations within SA society". 

This seeks to advance one other important thesis of our "left opposition" (shared by 

the right wing), that the SACP and COSATU should be detached from, and placed in 
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opposition to the ANC. To substantiate its positions, the "left opposition" fondly 
resorts to the revolutionary phrases akin to those that Lenin wrote about in 1918. 

Then, he warned of the danger that these phrases would "ruin our revolution". In our 
situation this is demonstrated by the fact that the right wing in our country, the 
true representatives of nee-liberalism, is intent to pursue exactly the same 
objective as our "left opposition" - the placement of the SACP and COSATU as a 
separate and organised opposition of the ANC, specifically to weaken and defeat the 
ANC and the rest of the progressive movement, including the SACP and COSATU. 

In this regard, as recently as this year, Anthony Butler, a supporter of the right 
wing Democratic Alliance (DA), has publicly criticised those he considers to be his 
objective comrades-in-arms with regard to their opposition to the ANC - the SACP and 
COSATU - commenting thus: "Into battle - after it had been lost". 

He lamented that the SACP and COSATU had tailed the DA with regard to a public agenda 
identified and defined by the DA, relating to its selection and presentation as its 
chosen sites of struggle such issues as AIDS, Zimbabwe, unemployment, the conflation 
of party and state, and the destruction of democracy within the ANC. 

What has happened in the recent past has raised high hopes among some within our 
"left opposition", centred on the destruction of our Alliance. Ebrahim Harvey, 
described as 'a political writer and former Cosatu unionist', is one of these. 

In an article dated 3 May 2007, he wrote: "[T]he current juncture is bound to go 
beyond the earlier tiring and incessant speculations about the fate and future of a 
long-standing but deeply troubled (ANC/SACP/COSATU) alliance whose strategic purpose 
has not only been exhausted but under the impact of nee-liberalism has become a 
serious hindrance to the fulfilment of the party's (SACP) socialist objectives, which 
it shares with its other ally, the Congress of South African Trade Unions." 

The fact of the matter is that in our concrete reality, the strategic platforms of 
the right and left opposition to the ANC have coalesced. The real politics of our 
country has presented us with the actuality that when we discuss the strategic task 
facing the ANC, to defend itself and the democratic revolution, we must confront the 
role of our "left opposition", as Dumisani Makhaye did in his important article, 
"Left Factionalism and the Democratic Revolution", published almost five years ago. 
Makhaye wrote: 

The ANC faces the inevitable challenge to defend the democratic victory of 1994. It 
has the task to use this historic outcome to promote the strategic goal of 
reconstruction and development. 

This demands that we defend the leadership role of the ANC in the continuing struggle 
for the victory of the national democratic revolution, and maintain the unity of the 
forces that brought about the defeat of the apartheid regime. 

For many decades, the ANC and the SACP have worked together as reliable and 
dependable partners in the struggle for the victory of the national democratic 
revolution. In this context, they understood their respective and non-antagonistic 
roles. They knew that they had different and common goals. 

The task of the ANC, composed as a multi-class formation, was to lead the masses of 
our people in the struggle for the victory of the national democratic revolution. 

For its part, the SACP had determined that its historic mission was, and is, to lead 
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the workers and the working people in our country in the struggle for the victory of 
the socialist revolution. Nevertheless, it determined that for these working masses 
to tackle the challenge of their class oppression, first of all, they had to free 
themselves from national oppression. 

The SACP therefore considered that, in addition, the working class struggles around 
issues of wages and working conditions were a necessary training ground to prepare 
the workers for the offensive not merely to win concessions from the employers. 

Over the years of the ANC's evolution, in its basic documents it has stated the 
leading role of the black working class. This position was reached by the ANC on its 
free will and not because of some coercion. But the ANC has always understood this 
position to mean that the working class must earn this role through practice in the 
struggle for national liberation. 

It can only do this if it plays a visible role at all levels of the ANC, especially 
at branch level. It cannot assume this role by quarantining itself into dark corners 
and conspiring to usurp the ANC leadership by undermining its democratically elected 
leadership and democratically reached positions as our left critics attempt to do. 

The broad movement included the progressive trade union movement, whose role and 
place in the liberation struggle had been one of the central issues in the 
ideological, political and organisational struggle to which we have referred. 

The trade union movement would be an independent formation of all workers without 
regard to the political allegiance of these workers. This was because these workers 
shared and share a common interest in improving their conditions of life as human 
beings and members of social units, including the family. 

Both the ANC and the SACP would work among the workers and their trade union 
organisations to provide the political consciousness and leadership that would ensure 
the adherence of these workers to the respective political programmes and goals of 
the ANC and the SACP. 

The historic alliance between the ANC, the SACP and SACTU, later replaced by COSATU, 
was born of and expressed the outcome of the evolutionary processes within the 
revolutionary movement, which gave it the strength to lead our country and people in 
the struggle for the defeat of the apartheid regime and system. 

However, as we approached the moment of the accomplishment of the political tasks of 
this alliance, trends began to emerge from within the alliance whose effect was to 
question and threaten the ideological, political and organisational construct 
representing the united movement for national liberation that was on the verge of 
victory. 

(Various) groupings within the SACP and COSATU came to the conclusion that the 
victory of the national democratic revolution would create the possibility for them 
to use the democratic state power to achieve the goals of the socialist revolution, 
as they understood these goals. 

As part of this process, the historic leader of the national liberation movement, of 
the same forces targeted for transformation into the mass army that would fight for 
socialism now, would have to be presented in a new light. 

According to these calculations, the ANC would emerge at best as a reformist 
movement, interested to enter into compromises with the same forces that had been and 
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continue to be responsible for the exploitation of the black masses. 

At worst, it would be presented as a traitor to the revolution, intent on forming an 
alliance with these forces, to misuse state power in a determined effort to share the 
spoils with the oppressors and exploiters. 

(Accordingly, these groupings) have worked to turn the international forces that 
worked, under the leadership of the ANC, to defeat the apartheid regime, into 
opponents of our movement. They do this through a sustained campaign to discredit the 
efforts of both the ANC and the democratic state to achieve the objectives of the 
national democratic revolution. 

The determination to achieve these objectives, that would lead to these groupings 
capturing the leadership of the ANC, necessarily led to them constituting themselves 
as a faction within the ANC. Acting as such a faction, these groupings set themselves 
particular tasks within the ANC. 

Their hunger for political power drives them to act audaciously to undo everything 
that has been achieved in protracted struggle to build the united revolutionary 
movement represented by the historic alliance that emerged out of many decades of 
struggle. In this regard, they cannot but resort to divisive factional activity. 

Objectively, two forces, (the right wing principally concentrated in the Democratic 
Party/Democratic Alliance and the groupings in the SACP and COSATU) work consistently 
to reinforce each other. 

Unfortunately, and perhaps understandably, it took the ANC some time fully to 
understand the new tendencies we have been discussing. There was a time lag between 
the evolution of objective reality and the subjective comprehension of this reality. 

Our organisation failed to take into account the fact that not all leaders of the 
alliance would necessarily respond to our accession to political power in the same 
way, remaining loyal to the traditions established by our broad movement through and 
after many decades of struggle. 

The result of this was that the ANC took time to respond to the ideological, 
political and organisational offensive of the groupings that had located themselves 
in the SACP and COSATU. This created the impression that these groupings had a just 
cause, whereas the ANC was guilty as charged by these groupings. (However) we have 
begun the counter-offensive to defend the best revolutionary traditions of our broad 
movement for national liberation. 

Naturally, this will evoke a response from those against whom we defend our 
revolutionary traditions. We will continue to tackle this task in a principled, but 
vigorous fashion. Necessarily our opponents will respond in a different way, 
essentially driven by their inability to mount a straightforward and effective 
ideological and political response. 

Objectively, each and every revolutionary movement has to confront three different 
tasks. The first of these is to overcome and defeat its opponent. This we have done. 
The second is to defend the revolutionary victory. We have done well in this regard. 
Nevertheless, the struggle continues. 

The third is to use the revolutionary victory to realise the transformation 
objectives of the revolution. In this regard, again we are doing well. Necessarily, 
the struggle continues. The question of our quality and calibre as a genuinely 
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revolutionary movement will be answered by the objective results relating to the 
second and third of these goals. 

This central matter will not be settled on the subjective plane. Objective reality 
will determine whether our revolutionary movement has succeeded or it has been 
defeated. In this regard, facts will speak louder than words. 

But this we must understand, that the subjective factor, the ideological, political 
and organisational struggle, will play a decisive role in determining whether, 
objectively, our revolutionary movement succeeds both to defend its revolutionary 
gains and to achieve the fundamental transformation of our country, as visualised in 
our historic policy positions, including the RDP (Reconstruction and Development 
Programme). 

In their struggle, our 'left' and right-wing opponents allow us no quarter. We too, 
the tried and tested leader of the masses of our people, will not accept that we 
allow that the aspirations of these masses are defeated by any failure on our part. 

Confronted as we are by 'left' and right-wing professionals, our movement must and 
will respond to these professionals in a consistently revolutionary, honest and open 
manner. We will not retreat from, or abandon, this struggle. Victory is Certain! 

As we strive continuously to advance the national democratic revolution, determined 
to achieve successive victories, we must pay the closest attention to, and understand 
with no illusions, the domestic objective and subjective conditions we face, and the 
related objective and subjective conditions in Africa and the rest of the world. In 
this regard, as the actual vanguard of the democratic revolution, we must fully 
understand the meaning of the expression - if wishes were horses, beggars would ride! 

Lenin concluded his 1918 article, "The Revolutionary Phrase", with these words: "In 
the summer of 1907 our Party also experienced an attack of the revolutionary phrase 
that was, in some respects, analogous. In St Petersburg and Moscow nearly all the 
Bolsheviks were in favour of boycotting the Third Duma: they were guided by 
'sentiment' instead of an objective analysis, and walked into a trap. The disease has 
recurred. 

"The times are more difficult. The issue is a million times more important. To fall 
ill at such a time is to risk ruining the revolution. We must fight against the 
revolutionary phrase; we have to fight it; we absolutely must fight it, so that at 
some future time people will not say of us the bitter truth that 'a revolutionary 
phrase about revolutionary war ruined the revolution'." 

A century after 1907, in 2007, we should not, and will not fall into a trap, as a 
result of being guided by ill-informed revolutionary phrases rather than objective 
analysis, allowing ourselves to become victim to seduction by the repetition of 
revolutionary slogans irrespective of objective circumstances, leading to the ruin of 
the national democratic revolution. 

Rather, given what has been happening, affecting our movement and revolution, we may 
very well have arrived at the moment when, as Lenin said, questions must be raised 
sharply and things given their proper names, the danger being that otherwise 
irreparable harm may be done to the Party and the revolution. 

-----1More Information: 

'Left factionalism and the NDR', ANC Today Vol 2 No 48 
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* Previous issues 

BUDGET 2008! 

We are all, in this together! 

The presentation of this year's annual budget gives all South Africans, and members 
of the ANC in particular, an opportunity to do two things. The first is to 
interrogate how government is spending its money. By examining 'where the money goes' 
we are able to see how our political commitments and programmes are translated into 
the allocation of resources. Second, the budget give us an opportunity to debate the 
economic policies that we pursue in the course of realising the objectives of the 
National Democratic Revolution (NDR). 

At our 52nd National Conference in Polokwane we re-affirmed that the basic economic 
tasks of the NDR are to fight poverty, defeat mass unemployment and create a more 
equal society. The Polokwane resolution on economic transformation states that: 

"Answering the challenges of unemployment, poverty and inequality means that we must 
simultaneously accelerate economic growth and transform the quality of that growth. 
Our most effective weapon in the campaign against poverty is the creation of decent 
work, and creating work requires faster economic growth. Moreover, the challenges of 
poverty and inequality require that accelerated growth take place in the context of 
an effective strategy of redistribution that builds a new and more equitable growth 
path." 

The resolution outlines the pillars of our economic programme which constitute our 
strategic approach to achieving these goals. One of those pillars is·expanding the 
social wage, which is a critical part of 'an effective strategy of redistribution'. '·. 
Conference called for an expanding social wage, and made education our clear 
priorities. 

The 2008/09 budget takes us forward in achieving these objectives.-nf parftcular.: ,, 

There are significant real increases in social expenditure, especially.for bealth:and, . __ 
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education. It is worth noting the additional allocations to early childhood 
development, higher education (including the National Student Financial Aid Scheme), 
the school Nutrition Programme, the hospital revitalisation programme and in support 
of the fight against TB and HIV and AIDS. 
The allocation to social security has increased by R12 billion, which follows on from 
the significant increases over the last five years. The Child Support Grant is 
extended from 14 up to 15 years and a programme to equalise the pensionable age for 
men and women has been outlined. 
There are significant increases in support of free basic services, including though 
municipal infrastructure grant and equitable share. These will promote further 
infrastructure roll out and provision of free services respectively. 
The income floor below, where earners pay no income tax, has been further increased 
to R46 000, which means that anyone earning less than R3,800 a month is exempt from 
paying income tax. 
Further allocations are made to support public works programmes, including those that 
contribute to infrastructure development and social development. 
Tax and transfer is a critical element of our approach to economic growth and 
development and will remain so as long as mass unemployment, poverty and inequality 
remain such huge challenges. But our programme of economic transformation cannot be 
confined to these policies, because our aim is to change the economy to ensure that 
the people share more equitably in the country's wealth. The 52nd National Conference 
also called for action to transform the structures of production and patterns of 
ownership in the economy. 

On this score, the budget also makes a critical contribution: 

The ANG-led government continues to lead a massive public infrastructure investment 
programme. Taking into account further private sector investment, the programme will 
transform the nature of the South African economy. Of particular importance to this 
are investments in our public transport infrastructure, building our electricity 
generation capacity, and improving municipal infrastructure. 
An additional R2.3 billion is allocated for industrial policy spending, whilst tax 
incentives amounting to R5 billion are given in support of industrial incentives and 
employment creation. 
The amount allocated to land redistribution and support agriculture is substantially 
increased. 
The tax and administrative burden on small business is reduced by raising the 
threshold below which they must register for VAT from R300 000 to R1 million. In 
other words, companies that have an annual turnover of less than R1 million no longer 
have to register for VAT. 
The budget continues to invest heavily in our human capabilities, including through 
education and skills development, tasks which are critical to transform our economy 
in the long run. 
As we mentioned at the outset, the budget is also an opportunity for members of the 
ANC to critically engage with the economic policies pursued by our government. 

Of particular concern in public debate has been the question of a fiscal surplus. 
This means that the government's income is more than it spends. Put differently a, 
fiscal surplus means that the government is saving money. Some have argued that it is 
wrong to save money when people are unemployed and poor. 

The ANG has no particular principle or position that says whether the government . 
should save or borrow money. Our resolution at Polokwane simply says that 
macro-economic policies must support and sustain growth, job creation and poverty 
eradication on a sustainable basis. 
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As the Minister of Finance, Trevor Manuel correctly pointed out in his speech, there 
are storm clouds gathering in the international economy which will have an effect on 
South Africa. He also urged us to confront these storm clouds collective, since 'we 
are all in this together'. 

This means that all of us have the responsibility to understand and engage in 
discussion on the appropriate macro-economic policies that will enable our country to 
sustain growth and embark on job creation and poverty eradication programmes on a 
sustainable basis. Since we are all in this together, we must all take this debate 
seriously, and improve our understanding of the issues involved. 

As we conduct this debate we should all keep in mind the following facts: 

Poverty, unemployment and inequality remain the most serious economic, political and 
social problems that face South Africa. Growing the economy, and sustaining that 
growth is the best way to address these challenges. 
Over the last few years public spending has grown by 9% in real terms, whilst the 
economy has grown at about 5%. This means that, even though we have a fiscal surplus, 
government has been spending more and more each year. Whilst the economy is now 
expected to slow down, the budget continues to see real increases in public spending 
faster than economic growth over the next few years. 
The main reason we have a surplus is not that government is spending less, but that 
it is receiving more income. This is partly because SARS has performed so well and 
brought more tax-payers on board. It is also because of the high price of gold, 
platinum and other commodities that South Africa produces. Were the prices of these 
commodities to fall on international markets, our income would decline. 
As a whole, South Africans save very little. This means that in order for our economy 
to grow it must draw on the savings of people from outside South Africa. The more we 
depend on foreign savings, the more foreigners will determine the kind of policies we 
have to pursue. It is no accident that those developing countries that are able to 
pursue an independent growth path are those who save much more than they consume (for 
example China and Venezeula). 
Our Polokwane resolution calls on the ANC to take the lead in mobilising and uniting 
all South Africans around our common vision of economic transformation. Our national 
budget continues to be developmental and pro-poor. This does not mean there is no 
room for improvement. It does not mean that there is no room for debate. 

But, as we conduct these critical national discussions we must never forget that we 
are all in this together. As members of the ANC we must never forget our 
responsibility to empower our people and unite them around a common vision of 
economic transformation. 

------------------------
Our Revolution will not be Halted 

A few days before A few days before the President of the Republic, comrade Thabo 
Mbeki, delivered this year's State of the Nation Address, the leader of the . 
Democratic Alliance, Helen Zille, made the astounding statement that, 'The ANC's 
national democratic revolution is not only incompatible with democracy, but it lies 
at the heart of virtually every crisis we face. The electricity crisis, the arms 
deal, the manipulation of the criminal justice system, the weakening of Parliament 
and threats to the media and the judiciary can all be traced back to the national:: · ·• 
democratic revolution." She went on to demand that Pres. Mbeki, "halt the marctrof 
the ANC's national democratic revolution." A week later she challenged the President 
of the ANC, comrade Jacob Zuma, to: "Pledge your allegiance to the Constitution.~: , ... 
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Nothing blinds people to their own power and privilege so much as the powerful and 
privileged position they occupy in society. Adapting a dictum so loved by some, we 
can say that absolute power and privilege tend to blind absolutely. 

Few are as blind as the coalition that Zille leads - an amalgam of those who have 
exercised power and enjoyed privilege in one form or another - political, economic, 
social, military - based on the exclusion, exploitation and oppression of the vast 
majority. They shaped society in their own image and interest. Regrettably, but not 
surprisingly, they understand the abnormal to be normal and view attempts at 
fundamental change to this state of abnormality as unnatural and threatening. 

They strive continuously to create social amnesia about where we come from - the 
better to obscure where we should be going, and what we need to do to get there. By 
perverse inversion they place the oppressed in the dock of history and charge them to 
justify their resistance to oppression and the assertion of their human dignity. 

For centuries the lives of millions of South Africans were subjected, first to 
colonialism and later, with the introduction of apartheid, to colonialism of a 
special type which represented an all-round assault on each and every aspect of the 
existence and humanity of black people in general and Africans in particular. At the 
heart of this vicious system was the inter-related and mutually reinforcing 
oppression and exploitation on the basis of race, class and patriarchal relations of 
power. 

National democratic revolution represents the strategic framework that guided the 
struggle to overthrow apartheid colonialism and continues to guide the struggle to 
eradicate its terrible legacy. 

It is not, as Zille suggests, the national democratic revolution, but the legacy of 
apartheid colonialism that lies at the heart of virtually every serious challenge 
that we face as a nation, including that of nation-building. 

The 2007 Strategy & Tactics of the ANC: Building a National Democratic Society 
describes the main content of the national democratic revolution as, "the liberation 
of Africans in particular and Blacks in general from political and socio-economic 
bondage. It means uplifting the quality of life of all South Africans, especially the 
poor, the majority of whom are African and female. At the same time it has the effect 
of liberating the white community from the false ideology of racial superiority and 
the insecurity attached to oppressing others." It goes on to say that, "the NOR seeks 
to build a society based on the best in human civilisation in terms of political and 
human freedoms, socio-economic rights, value systems and identity." 

The transformation of power relationships in the many centres of power that 
constitute any society (the economy, the state, civil society, culture etc) has never 
happened by itself. 

Strategy and Tactics recognizes that, "revolutionary democrats shall not find social 
relations of the new order ripe and ready for harvesting at the point of transfer of . 
power. A national democratic society is a conscious construct, dependenton conscious, 
action by politically advanced sections of society." 

Those who oppose such conscious action and advocate a laissez-faire "equal.: .. 
opportunity society" approach must tell us which institutions in our society, which · ··· ·· - ·-
centres of power, must remain untransformed. Who must remain excluded? From what must 
they remain excluded? To whose advantage must they remain excluded2 ... : .. :: . -- .• -- . - .. ,, ··-. , . 
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Strategy and Tactics describes the kind of progressive national liberation movement 
needed to carry out the NDR in the current phase, as one that, "understands the 
interconnection between political and socio-economic challenges in our society; leads 
the motive forces of the NDR in pursuing their common aspirations and ensuring that 
their sectoral interests are linked to the strategic objective; masters the terrain 
of electoral contest, utilises political power to advance the objectives of the NDR 
and wields instruments of state in line with these ideals as reflected in the 
National Constitution; organises and mobilises the motive forces and builds broader 
partnerships to drive the process of reconstruction and development, nation-building 
and reconciliation; and conducts itself, both in its internal practices and in 
relation to society at large, in line with the ideals represented by the NDR and acts 
as a microcosm of the future." 

Those opposed to transformation know that some of the most potent weapons in the 
hands of the oppressed are education, mobilization, organization - unity in action. 
They know that they must undermine the ability of the oppressed to unite in action to 
create a better life. They know that the ANG is the organizational expression of the 
deepest hopes and aspirations of the majority of South Africans. They know that they 
must attack the moral and political authority of ANG and its leadership to play the 
role of a unifying political centre. 

Recently, Dan Roodt wrote in Rapport: "Let us admit it: our situation is dire. But 
not everything is lost, because we still have one weapon, and that is to break down 
the legitimacy of the current system." 

Illustrative of this "breaking down" are the lies told about the nature and character 
of the national democratic revolution and the commitment of the ANG and its 
leadership to the Constitution and the rule of law. 

The ANG has a long and proud history of commitment to constitutionalism and the rule 
of law dating back to its inception in 1912. This is illustrated by the adoption, 
amongst others, of the 1943 Africans' Claims in South Africa document and the Freedom 
Charter. 

Strategy and Tactics explains that, "one of the most critical acts of the NDR is the 
creation of a legitimate state which derives its authority from the people, through 
regular elections and continuing popular participation in the processes of 
governance." It goes on to caution that, "in its conduct in relation to the state, 
the ANG should be guided by its own principles, and act within the framework of the 
National Constitution and relevant legislation. In this regard, it should manage the 
state as an organ of the people as a whole rather than a party political instrument." 

And further that, "Mobilised around a clear vision of the kind of society we wish to 
become, the nation should act in partnership - each sector contributing to the 
realisation of the common good. The means should be put in place for citizens to 
exercise their human rights, and for the checks and balances necessary in a 
law-governed society. The democratic state should also have the organisational and 
technical capacity to realise its objectives." 

None of these objectives can in any way be said to go against the letter or the 
spirit of our Constitution, on the contrary. 

Our Constitution is based on the founding values of human dignity; theachievementof·; -::.· 
equality and the advancement of human rights and freedoms, non~racialism and . 
non-sexism, supremacy of the constitution and the rule of law, universatadu:IL .. 
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suffrage, a national common voters roll, regular elections and a multi-party system 
of democratic government, to ensure accountability, responsiveness and openness -
many of the very values underlying the national democratic society that we seek to 
build. 

Our Constitution represents a progressive framework within which law governed social 
transformation aimed at building a national democratic society can take place. 
Strategy and Tactics states that, "as a broad canvass, the Constitution and the state 
system provide the requisite wherewithal to implement objectives of the NOR." 

We must contest vigorously the attempts by those opposed to transformation to bleed 
our Constitution dry of its progressive content and to project it as a sterile 
bulwark against progressive social transformation. 

Our tasks are clear: We must advance in unity as we mobilise the masses to build a 
caring national democratic society. Our national democratic revolution will not be 
halted. 

FORWARD TO A SINGLE PUBLIC SERVICE 

Our developmental state requires a capable and effective public service 

In 1955 at Kliptown, the African National Congress (ANC) spearheaded the adopted the 
Freedom Charter, which reflects our commitment to create an equal and just society. 
Hardly, 50 years later the ANC-led government has built a democratic society in which 
all South Africans have the right to vote, to live where they wish, to move freely 
around the country, enjoying a wide range of natural rights and freedoms. As we move 
towards the realisation of our dream of full liberation of our people we have to 
ceaselessly confront the twin challenges of poverty and inequality. 

Since 1994, the ANC-led government has strived to build a "developmental state". From 
our perspective a developmental state government leads a strong, concerted drive for 
economic growth, ensuring the mobilisation of national resources towards development 
goals. Each developmental state is historically unique, so there is no single path 
that delineates progress towards the attainment of the 'developmental state'. The 
emerging South African developmental state is democratic, non-racial, 
interventionist, redistributive, pro-poor, people-centred and participatory. 

The evolution of a developmental state is dependent upon the commitment, strength and 
competence of those public servants who must convert the stated developmental goals 
into coherent programmes. The state therefore requires a capable and effective Public 
Service to implement its national development plan. Notwithstanding the progress made 
in transforming the state over the past 14 years, this vehicle has not yet fully 
realised its potential. 

Resolutions of the 51 st and 52nd Conferences 

In this vein the 51st Conference held in Stellenbosch in 2002 expressed the view 
that: "we seek to build a developmental state, capable of implementing the objectives 0 

of our national democratic revolution, including the creation of a better life for 
all, addressing the legacy of apartheid colonialism and patriarchy, arid acting as the • · 
driving force for socio-economic transformation; and (that) the state as the key~
instrument for the delivery of basic services should develop appropriate systems and 
structures in order to facilitate a more quality and sustainable service delivery .. ::. :::: • 
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machinery." Among the resolutions taken under this heading were: 

To continue strengthening, developing and refining the system of intergovernmental 
relations between the three spheres of government that has evolved; 
That the pace of transformation be accelerated through the creation of a single 
development-oriented integrated system of public administration; and 
That the move towards a single public service should not be seen as an administrative 
process, and should incorporate the move towards integrated service delivery 
including single access points of services for citizens. This will result in greater 
access to services for rural communities. 
The 2004 Manifesto of the African National Congress promised the people of South 
Africa that it would, amongst other undertakings: 

Realise Batho Pele principles and improve services in government offices, through 
electronic means and by working with citizens to monitor those who work in these 
offices; 
Improve interaction between government and the people through accountable public 
representatives, one-stop government centres, izimbizo and the use of electronic 
government services; and 
Ensure better co-operation among national, provincial and local governments with 
integrated planning and monitoring of implementation, and a common system of public 
service. 
The 52nd ANC Conference, in Polokwane, re-affirmed the decisions regarding the Single 
Public Service, recognising that "one of the most pervasive challenges facing our 
country as a developmental state is . best addressed through a concerted effort by 
government in all spheres to work together and to integrate as far as possible their 
actions in the provision of services, the alleviation of poverty and the development 
of the people and the country." The Conference therefore resolved that "The African 
National Congress should continue to lead and drive the process of the unification of 
the administration in the three spheres of government in a Single Public Service." 
Conference created a structure within the Legislature and Governance subcommittee to 
facilitate and monitor the implementation of the Single Public Service. 

Strategic objectives 

The ANC-led government has worked towards the establishment of the Single Public 
Service as a strategic intervention to further enhance and strengthen the capability 
of the system of government across the three spheres. For enhanced service delivery 
and better integration of efforts, the Single Public Service proposes to align and 
harmonise the service delivery institutions of state to ensure that the state can 
deliver on the government's socio-economic agenda. 

The State is constitutionally bound to ensure that high quality services are 
delivered to the citizens at their convenience. This challenges the ANC-led 
government to determine and implement the most effective methods and channels of 
service delivery. It calls for a dynamic, modern delivery model and system that 
clusters services to the convenience of the citizen, and offers them through a 
'single window', whether in person or online. ·· • · 

The objectives of the Single Public Service include the following: 

To create a common ethos of service delivery across the three spheres inspired bytbe ·. 
basic values and principles contained in section 195 of the Constitution and 
principles of Batho Pele; 
To deepen integrated service delivery by creating service delivery points (a "single 
window") through which citizens can access a basket of public services; · 
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' 

To strategically align the institutions that comprise the machinery of the 
developmental state so that their implementation efforts complement one another; and 
To create common norms and standards for human resource management and development 
across the three spheres to facilitate the mobility of personnel across the spheres. 
Current status of the Single Public Service Bill 

During the past six months the Single Public Service Bill has been extensively 
consulted on both within government and the trade union movement. Comments received 
will inform the version of the Bill that will form the basis for public comment. The 
Bill will be tabled in Parliament in the second half of the year. 

Towards seamless service delivery 

The single public service contains a potential for bridging the organisational gaps 
associated with traditional ways of structuring government. The intention is clearly 
that citizens should benefit from a seamless interface with the government machinery. 
What we do not want to see materialising under this legislation is the weakening of 
the institutions in which local democracy can find expression or where the normal 
mechanisms to exercise control and democratic checks are undermined! 

** The draft Single Public Service Bill can be accessed at 
http://www.dpsa.gov.za/documents/acts&regulations/SPSBill.pdf 

This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: 
http ://www.anc.org .za/ancdocs/anctoday/2008/at07. htm 

To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: 
http://www. anc. org .za/ancdocs/anctoday/su bscribe. htm I 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANC Today mailing list go to: 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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* Letter from the President: Cementing economic transformation! 
* Umrabulo: Building a caring society 
* What the media says: Trying to prove the people wrong ... again 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Cementing economic transformation! 

Earlier this year, on 24 August, the Swiss cement and building materials company, Holcim, the second biggest cement company in the world, took our country by surprise. On this day, the company announced that, effectively, it had decided to sell Holcim South Africa, its subsidiary, to a black 
consortium. Its statement said: 

"Since political transformation in 1994, the government of South Africa has introduced legislation and supported industry self-regulation aimed at ensuring an equivalent economic transformation, termed Black Economic Empowerment (BEE). The goals of BEE are to bring about a significant increase in the ownership, management and control of the economy by South Africans from historically disadvantaged communities. 

"Holcim has been fully supportive of the process of transformation in South Africa and has committed itself to ensuring meaningful and sustainable BEE in its South African Group company. 

"As a result, Holcim has signed a conditional agreement to sell 85% of its stake in Holcim South Africa to a BEE Consortium based on an enterprise value of R15.5 billion. Holcim would maintain a 15% share in the newly founded AfriSam, which would hold a 54% stake in Holcim South Africa. Holcim would continue to provide technical assistance. 

"AfriSam Consortium is a broad-based BEE company established specifically for the proposed transaction. Its shareholders will include all employees of Holcim South Africa, as well as a number of charities and broad-based groups, and will be led by a new entrant BEE group, Bunker Hills 
Investments. Completion of the transaction is subject to, inter alia, 
regulatory approvals and the completion of AfriSam Consortium's financing process. Holcim expects to be able to conclude the transaction in 2007 ... " 

Explaining itself in another document, Holcim said: "Rather than 
deliberately undertaking a complex re-organisation of (our) operating structure (covering plants in South Africa and six other SADC countries), to restrict BEE to a minority interest in regulated parts of its South African operations alone, Holcim believes that an approach which includes all of 
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(its regional) operations is more consistent with the imperative for economic transformation, by enabling real shareholder participation by Historically Disadvantaged South Africans." 

Our media correctly concluded that when it is finalised, the agreement between Holcim and AfriSam would create the leading black-owned and black-controlled business in the building materials industry in Southern Africa. It also observed that apart from exceeding the 26% black ownership visualised in the mining sector, this deal would constitute one of the largest BEE transactions in our country since 1994. 

On the face of it, in principle this transaction should have been warmly welcomed by those who truly support the objective of the creation of a non-racial South Africa, which Holcim said, correctly, would include both "political transformation" and "economic transformation". But interestingly, the Holcim August announcement has attracted comments that verge on the hostile. 

This is despite the important statement made by Tom Clough of Holcim during an interview, in which he said: "There are certain requirements for us under the rules and the philosophy of (South Africa), and they have an impact on our mining licences, etc. Now we could have gone along with the minimum of that and said that that's all we are going to do. But if you take a longer view and you consider carefully the sort of whole strategic future of Holcim South Africa - and remember, as major shareholders that's something we have to do - and if we look at that future we see that, rather than sort of do the minimum, but if we immediately go into it wholeheartedly and say, OK, we will have this as a black-controlled company, then what we see is a great competitive advantage and a great future for Holcim South Africa. At the end of the day that's our responsibility." 

And there lies the rub! Holcim had taken the decision that it made good commercial sense for Holcim South Africa to be black owned and controlled. Since it had come to the conclusion that BEE was not a threat to commercial success but made good business sense, it saw no reason why it should accept black South Africans only as minority shareholders, or engage in a protracted, step by step progression to black ownership of its Southern African subsidiary, if this was its fundamental intention. 

It therefore took the decision that it was strategically correct that a major global company such as Holcim has the capacity both to demonstrate its unqualified commitment to the building of a non-racial South Africa, and to create the best conditions for the growth of its erstwhile subsidiary, by turning it into an African company, rather than retain it as a subsidiary of a Swiss company. 

It also made the determination that the longer term interests of Holcim in our country and region, would best be served by having a strong partner, but independent African company with which it could enter into joint ventures, constituting a true African-Swiss equitable corporate partnership. 

It is clear that some in our country consider the projected Holcim-AfriSam agreement to be too good to be true! There has to be a catch somewhere! There has to be some underlying negative intention on the part of Holcim, cunningly disguised as Black Economic Empowerment! Drawing on Winston Churchill's advice concerning the all-important Normandy landings during the Second World War, which had to take Nazi Germany by surprise, Holcim has decided that its less than noble intentions will have to be protected by "a bodyguard of lies"! 

Necessarily, this construct contains the assertion that Holcim's BEE 
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partners have allowed themselves to be used as dupes or a black front in the perpetration of a fraud. Within this context, and unkind as it might seem, the question must arise - at what price were these black partners in deceit bought! 

From this perspective, it is clear that in the view of some in our country, what would have been good and acceptable would have been for Holcim to do the minimum required, and sell only 26% of its equity to its BEE partners. To facilitate black ownership and control despite the current and future excellent market conditions, with virtually guaranteed good profits, has made absolutely no sense to those intensely focused on 'the bottom line' of the annual financial statements. 

In this regard, one of our commentators has written: "Two burning questions about the deal are: why is (Holcim) selling now and why is it selling all but 8%? 

"The first question arises because the cement market in South Africa is strong and looking stronger. It has been suggested that local cement buyers pay almost double what other developing countries pay for cement. .. 
"South Africa is on the verge of a construction boom, with government committing itself to huge sums in infrastructure spending. As it is, the major companies have to import cement to meet demand. 
"Secondly, the parent company reports that Holcim South Africa had an operating profit of about R1 ,4 billion on sales of R5 billion last year. That looks like a successful company to me ... The fact remains that there is no obvious reason for Holcim's departure now." 

Obviously unable to penetrate the "bodyguard of lies", this commentator decided that Holcim had decided to disinvest from our country. He wrote: 
"We may never know exactly why Holcim is disinvesting from South Africa. There is an intriguing possibility - and this is only speculation. 
"The reasoning is as follows. The company now has two owners, parent company Holcim and Aveng. One of them has to give up a stake to allow black investors in. 

"Aveng might be unwilling to have its stake diluted, because Holcim SA is an attractive investment. Could it be that, faced with having to give up 26% of its 54% stake in Holcim SA, leaving it with less than a controlling stake, Holcim decided it might as well go the whole hog? BEE would then be the reason for Holcim's disinvestment as well as the means. How terribly ironic." 

Another commentator was less hesitant. Under the title "Broadstrokes: Dressing up disinvestment as BEE", he wrote: 

"When is a disinvestment not a disinvestment? I've always gone with the analogy that if it looks like a horse, neighs like a horse and kicks like a horse, it is a horse; but a couple of recent transactions in which foreign principals have tried to deny that they're disinvesting have to make one wonder. 

"The more important of these is the proposal by Swiss firm Holcim, the second-biggest cement producer in the world, to cut its holding in Holcim SA - previously known as Alpha, and before that as Anglo-Alpha - from 54% to 8% by way of a BEE deal. 
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"This is a particularly odd deal in that Aveng, successor to Anglovaal Industries, which was Holcim's local partner ever since - under its own then name of Holderbank - it opened its first factory in SA at Roodepoort in 1934, had been told as a courtesy that Holcim was considering a BEE deal, but given no inkling that Holcim intended virtually to sell out. 

"This decision too is odd, as Holcim had always considered its SA investment as important in its global strategy ... 

"The timing too is significant, at the start of a surge in infrastructure spending that will bring a corresponding increase in demand for cement. .. 
"Holcim may deny that it's disinvesting, on the grounds that it's retaining a vestigial interest and will continue to provide technological back-up, but even those convinced by that flimsy argument must concede that the ploy will relieve it of most of the need to take part in major pending capex ... 

"Of course, foreign companies have every right to disinvest. But they must be honest about it, not try to dress it up as a BEE deal. .. " 

Another commentator said: "No one can deny that the Swiss are an ingenious nation: from the art of Genevan watchmaking to the 1934 secrecy laws that made stashing your cash in a Swiss bank account, the preferred option for the publicity averse. 

"No less innovative overseas, it is remarkable that it has taken a Swiss company to come up with a notion of using black economic empowerment as a cloaking device to spin a disinvestment into a rosy tale of glittering opportunity." 

And yet another said: "For all the spin being put on the Holcim black economic empowerment deal announced yesterday, one is left with one nagging thought. And that is that the Swiss cement group is pulling out of South Africa, even if it does so with panache ... 

"The Holcim deal is one of the biggest empowerment deals in recent memory ... That should not hide the fact that the Swiss company is packing its bags and heading home. But that fact will likely be swept under the carpet because Holcim is using its departure to do a very good deed indeed." 

With regard to the foregoing, one of Holcim's financial advisers has said: "Holcim accepted that regardless of precedent transactions in the South African market, its own approach to BEE should seek to maximise the opportunity for its regional business as a result of BEE, rather than seeking to minimise the impact of BEE on it(self) ... 

"It is in our opinion unfortunate that this proposed transaction can be misinterpreted as disinvestment, simply because the controlling shareholder that wished to maximise the benefits of economic transformation for its regional operations happens to be a foreign parent rather than a local company. 

"We have confirmed elsewhere that everything will be done to ensure that any receipts are remitted in a way which is sensitive to the SA Reserve Bank, and ... Holcim remains keen to consider suitable additional investment opportunities in the region, but we hope to ensure that the AfriSam Consortium can be seen to be genuinely assuming control of Holcim South Africa in an arms length transaction. 

"From an advisory perspective, we also hope that applying this approach on such a prominent transaction will ensure that more South African and 
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international companies recognise that BEE does not have to be entered into using the traditional transaction structures and BEE partners. 

"Instead, we believe that, as with Holcim, the prerogative of economic transformation can be put at the heart of a company's overall corporate development strategy so as to maximise the potential for growth and stability, which is where we believe it, (economic transformation), was intended to belong." 

The negotiations to close the Holcim-AfriSam deal have not as yet been finalised. It is virtually guaranteed that this transaction will continue to be attended by controversy, in good measure driven by a sense of disbelief among the sceptics. 

The fundamental matter at issue among these is, to them, the unfathomable puzzle that an eminently successful global company, such as Holcim, could actually come to the conclusion that "the prerogative of economic transformation (in South Africa), can be put at the heart of a company's overall corporate development strategy so as to maximise the potential for growth and stability, which is where we believe it was intended to belong." 
What is a puzzle to these hard-nosed sceptics will be celebrated by others who are committed to non-racialism and human fulfilment as a major and unprecedented step forward. The latter will be excited that a major international corporation gets truly inspired by its social responsibilities, leading it to reach out to our nation beyond the commercial imperative to make immediate financial profit. 

They will be moved that Holcim decided, deliberately, to accept as its own responsibility the task to advance the challenging non-racial transformation agenda of democratic South Africa, as an integral part of its overall corporate development strategy. When all is said and done, as has happened, it does indeed seem that, after all, it is true that one man's meat is another man's poison! 

Whatever will happen in the end, which will determine who owns Holcim South Africa, and given the imperative for this company to continue to supply its products throughout our region, and retain and increase its workforce, it is very inspiring that the Managing Director of Holcim South Africa, Karl Meissner-Roloff, could say: 

"I know I speak for the whole of the senior management team of Holcim South Africa when I say how excited we are about this comprehensive BEE transaction. I know ASC (AfriSam Consortium) shares our enthusiasm for this business and its potential, and we are now looking forward to working with them to create the leading black-controlled building materials producer in Southern Africa." 

Thabo Mbeki 

----------------------------------------------------
UMRABULO 

Building a caring society 

The challenge to the democratic movement, and to all South Africans, is how to order economic and social relations in a manner that builds a caring society. This is the principal theme taken up in the latest edition of Umrabulo, the ANC's political discussion journal, published earlier this month. 
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This discussion takes as its starting point President Thabo Mbeki's address at the 4th Annual Nelson Mandela Lecture on 29 July. Introducing the topic of his address, Mbeki said: "I believe I know this as a matter of fact, that the great masses of our country everyday pray that the new South Africa that is being born will be a good, a moral, a humane and a caring South Africa which as it matures will progressively guarantee the happiness of all its citizens." 

The lecture was widely welcomed as a valuable contribution to the development of the national discourse as the nation begins its second decade of freedom. Yet the lecture also poses a number of challenges, both to the democratic movement and broader South African society, not least of which is the challenge of forging a caring society in an environment where "personal pursuit of material gain, as the beginning and end of our life purpose, is already beginning to corrode our social and national cohesion". 
In the latest edition of Umrabulo, a number of writers have sought to respond to some of the questions posed by the President's address. As the editorial notes: "Some have answered Mbeki's challenge directly, others more obliquely. They have taken different approaches and emphasised different elements in the unfolding debate. Is a caring society most appropriately pursued in the terrain of economics, through the social policies of government, or by forging a new approach to matters of the soul?" 

One of the contributors, ANC Member of Parliament Ben Turok, asks whether, in the aftermath of apartheid, the government led by the liberation movement will be able to regulate the capitalist system so that all South Africans benefit: "Will the ANC be able to 'manage' the system so that we remove the obscene inequalities, poverty and joblessness that are still so pervasive?" 
This is an important question, he suggests, particularly in light of the experiences of decolonisation of a number of post-independence African states where "colonial capital and the colonial state managed to create a comprador neocolonial class that abandoned the social and economic objectives of the national liberation movement". 

Another contributor, Khehla Shubane of the BusinessMap Foundation, suggests that the officials of the democratic state have not done enough to engender the values of a caring society. In fact, he argues, many have done the opposite. 

"What evidence is available suggests the state has not taken existing values in South Africa and deliberately nurtured these into shared social values. Indeed officers of the state have, by their behaviour, displayed the very traits that encourage greed and negative values. Good values are deliberately cultivated; they are just not embraced by the population out of the goodness of people's hearts," he says. 

Shubane argues the promotion of a caring society would be promoted by the availability of quality public services to all: "Failure to invest in entities that provide public consumption goods encourages a desire to accumulate wealth to privately provide for those needs that could easily be provided by facilities geared to serve the public. Good and well-managed public institutions have the advantage of being meeting places for both the poor and the well off; they work to destroy the walls created by unequal access to money with which to fund goods and services supplied by these entities." 

The ANC Commission for Religious Affairs explores another approach to this issue, arguing that a "theology of transformation" is required to build a 



caring society. In a discussion document, the commission says that though not all people are religious, all are spiritual human beings "alert to compassion, cooperation and vision". 

It says the focus of the revolution needed in today's secular world of politics, economics, culture and human relations should be the capacity of human communities to "move from a negative to a positive spirit". 
Another article, by Jerry Vilakazi, Chief Executive Officer of Business Unity SA, considers the challenge of building a caring society within the context of black economic empowerment and the economic clauses of the Freedom Charter. 

"Black economic empowerment is not a panacea for all the social ills confronting our society. Centuries of exploitation cannot be reversed by just twelve years of empowerment initiatives. We must accept the consequences of the policy choices we have made to reconstruct and develop our post-apartheid economy, and devise innovative means to deal with the unintended consequences generated by our policy choices ... Black economic empowerment is contributing to the realisation of the economic vision of the Charter, though its implementation has been fraught with contradictions," he says. 

Much of what is contained in these articles is likely to be echoed in discussions in coming months as ANC structures conduct a review of the organisation's Strategy and Tactics document. This is part of the process of preparation for the 52nd National Conference, due to be held in December 2007. 

In this context, the Umrabulo editorial notes that the democratic movement has "historically identified a good, moral, humane and caring society as the antithesis of white minority domination. Through the defeat of colonialism, the achievement of democracy and the eradication of the material legacy of apartheid, we would forge a new society that would uphold the rights and promote the well-being of all its people." 

"Yet, though we have defeated apartheid and made significant progress in addressing the social and economic devastation that it caused, we have inherited an economic system and a complementary set of values that give rise, in the words of Mbeki, to the 'deification of personal wealth as the defining feature of the new citizen'. 

"Any society held hostage to rampant market forces, to borrow the terminology of the ANC's Strategy and Tactics, would find it difficult, if not impossible, to adequately tend to the well-being of all its people. It would certainly be impossible for a society, like ours, that is struggling to overcome such severe inequalities. 

"In engaging in these discussions, it would be important to remember President Mbeki's assertion that 'because of the infancy of our brand new society, we have the possibility to act in ways that would for the foreseeable future, infuse the values of ubuntu into our very being as a people'." 

MORE INFORMATION: 

Umrabulo 27, November 2006 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/pubs/umrabulo/umrabulo27/index.html 
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WHAT THE MEDIA SAYS 

Trying to prove the people wrong ... again 

An article that appeared in the local media this week, originating from the Agence France Presse (AFP) news agency and distributed by the South African Press Association (SAPA), revives the wearily familiar theme of the supposed decline of popular support for the ANC. 

Under the headline 'String of scandals hammers ANC image', the article begins: "An unprecedented string of scandals has led to the haemorrhaging of support for South Africa's ruling African National Congress which can only be reversed with a purge of the leadership, according to analysts." 

"With its former chief whip in prison, his successor accused of sexual harassment and deputy president under a cloud after his financial advisor was jailed, the party which has dominated power since the end of apartheid appears intent on dragging itself through the mud on a weekly basis." 

Interestingly, not a single fact, figure or even opinion poll finding is put forward to support the dramatic claim that the ANC is losing support at a rapid rate. The sole sources of this information are three 'analysts' -Frederick van Zyl Slabbert, Aubrey Matshiqi and Xolela Mangcu. And to be fair to these commentators, not one of them is quoted as saying that the ANC has lost support. Only one says that voters who had previously backed the ANC "may look elsewhere". 

So where do the news agencies get their information? Indeed, where do so many media institutions get their stories about South Africans' attitudes to the ANC? 

Barely nine months ago, South Africa held its third local government elections under a democratic dispensation. In the build-up to those elections, many media institutions and commentators adopted a similar stance to this week's report. 

An article appeared on the front page of the Sunday Times on 19 February 2006 with the headline: 'Voters desert ANC over delivery'. The first paragraph read: "Voters in South Africa's six major urban areas will send a strong signal of discontent over service delivery in next month's local government election, reducing the ANC's majority but keeping it in power." 

In the same week the Mail & Guardian reported that "the ruling party's monolithic hold on power is showing distinct cracks" and "the party has lost the unquestioning struggle loyalty and the patience of its grassroots". Putting aside the exaggerated language and shallow understanding of why people vote for the ANC, the article's meaning is plain: the ANC is losing support. 

The situation was so bad, the article claimed, that ANC President Thabo Mbeki "has launched an unprecedented charm offensive, criss-crossing the country in the past week in a bid to bolster ANC support in areas where it is under threat... And in another unprecedented step, Mbeki is giving a series of interviews to the Sunday press". 

What the article conveniently ignored was that this was exactly the same kind of "unprecedented" activity that had formed part of the ANC campaign in the previous election, and the one before that, and the one before that. 

Nevertheless, these articles were typical of the general tone of reporting that preceded the elections. There was no doubt in the minds of the media 



and commentators that the ANC was in for an electoral hiding. Of course, the voters thought differently. 

As it happened, the ANC not only increased its share of the vote. It also increased the absolute number of people who voted for it compared to the previous local government election. 

In each of the six metros where the Sunday Times predicted a "strong signal of discontent", support for the ANC actually grew. The only two cities where the ANC lost support was Buffalo City and Mangaung, where the actual number of votes received by the ANG dropped by 5% and 1 % respectively. 
Even when the results were in, many media institutions had trouble shedding their conviction that the ANC was losing support. Some went further, insulting and belittling those who had voted for the ANC. 

The Business Day of 4 March 2006 said: "The ruling ANC, hamstrung by growing disaffection from the poor underclass that is its voting fodder, has nonetheless emerged as the undisputed victor in this week's local government elections." 

The ANG has consistently refused to take its support for granted. It has always worked hard to respond to the needs of the people, and to take seriously the views and criticisms of communities. It knows that a mandate from the people is a profound responsibility that demands progress, commitment and accountability. 

This does not however excuse the great disservice that journalists are doing to their readers by claiming political shifts were there are none, or by projecting their prejudices and preconceptions onto the South African electorate. 

What they fail to recognise is that the ANC remains popular because it does not allow itself to be deflected from its task of building a better life for all. Amid the media furore that accompanies the "scandals" cited in the report, the ANG remains focused on its key tasks. It also stands by its principled position that any allegations of misconduct be subject to the appropriate legal or disciplinary process. 

The ANC does not rush to judgement on individuals. Nor does it accept that anyone is above the law. It has therefore been consistent in its approach to dealing with such allegations, reinforcing respect for the rule of law and for the principles of common justice. 

Contrary to what the article suggests, that the ANC is intent "on dragging itself through the mud on a weekly basis", the energies of the organisation have been focused on the challenges of effective governance and organisational growth. 

In addition to the boost that the local government elections gave to the process of local development, the ANC-led government has spent the past year implementing a programme that is making a tangible difference to the lives of South Africans, particularly the poor. Government briefings over the last two weeks, together with the economic overview presented in the Medium Term Budget Policy Statement, confirm that progress is being made in realising the mandate given to the ANC. 

At the same time, the ANC has been working hard to revitalise its branch structures and energise its membership. Although many challenges exist, the membership of the ANC is growing and its engagement with communities is improving. The lmvuselelo Campaign, launched in various provinces earlier in 
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the year, has been yielding positive results for the political life of the ANC branch. 

There still remains much work to do, both in strengthening the ANC's organisational capacity and in harnessing all sectors of society in a people's contract to create work and fight poverty. In tackling these tasks, the ANC will not be distracted by those who are determined to do everything they can to prove the South African people wrong. ____________________________________ , __________ _ 
This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2006/at46.htm 
To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 
To unsubscribe yourself from the ANC Today mailing list go to: http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
----------------------- -------------anctoday mailing list 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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--- --------------
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Congratulations to President Kabila and the Congolese people! 

On Monday 27 November the Supreme Court of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) announced that having examined the eight objections lodged with the Court by the losing presidential candidate Jean-Pierre Bemba and his party, the MLC, alleging election irregularities, it found the objections to be without substance. 

It therefore confirmed the results announced by the Independent Electoral Commission on 15 November, following the 29 October Presidential second-round elections, which reflected that Joseph Kabila had won 58.05% of the votes, and Jean-Pierre Bemba, 41.95%. Accordingly, it declared that Joseph Kabila, was duly and democratically elected as Head of State of the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Two days after the Supreme Court announced its decision, the losing candidate, Jean-Pierre Bemba, having met with his MLC colleagues, expressed dissatisfaction with this decision, charging that the Court was biased. However, and of great importance, he explained that he and his party would exercise their right as the republican opposition, acting within the institutions born of the Congolese democratic process, to use peaceful and constitutional means to promote their perspective for the reconstruction and development of the DRC. 

On 29 October, the Congolese electorate also voted to elect the provincial legislatures. Preparations are therefore being made to convene the elected members of these important institutions of the new DRC, formally to constitute the provincial legislatures. Once they are convened, the legislatures will then elect the representatives who will serve as members of the second chamber of the National Parliament, the Senate. 

This process, which hopefully will be concluded during the month of December, will mark the last step in terms of constituting the elected national bodies prescribed by the Constitution of the DRC. As of today, the DRC now has an elected President and an elected National Assembly. 

We expect that President Kabila will be sworn in as President on 6-.December. 
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This will open the way for him to appoint a Prime Minister from among the Members of Parliament, who will then proceed to compose the new Government of the DRC. December 2006 should therefore stand out as the month when the DRC will inaugurate its new, elected President, its new, elected Government and its new, elected Senate, and convene the critical first sessions of the National Assembly. 

The month of December should therefore conclude a very important phase in the Congolese transition such that the Congolese people can, at last, and after many decades, say that they have put in place both legislatures and an executive born of their will, and not imposed on them by those with access to and capable of the use of force against the people. 

In due course the historic importance of these developments in the DRC will become clear to all of us as Africans. We will come to appreciate the enormous effort and the extraordinary will to succeed that made it possible for the leaders and the people of the DRC to take their country to where it is today, when it has recaptured from the clutches of a disastrous past the right of the great Congolese masses to determine their destiny in conditions of democracy, national unity, peace and stability. 

Once more we extend our congratulations to President Joseph Kabila on his election as the first popularly mandated Head of State of the DRC after many decades. We salute him for the contribution he and his colleagues have made to the success of the challenging mission to bring into being the new DRC. 

We also congratulate Jean-Pierre Bemba for his acceptance of the historical outcome that has given him and his colleagues the possibility to consolidate and strengthen the Congolese democratic order, and expand the possibility of the Congolese people to define their future, by playing their role as a loyal republican opposition to those mandated by the people to rule. Similarly, we salute him for the contribution he and his colleagues have made to the success of the challenging mission to bring into being the new DRC. 

We also salute the various formations and the leaders who guided the DRC through its transition, weathering many storms, including continuing armed violence, to the point the country has now reached, when it can proudly and justly claim its place as one of the largest democracies on our continent. 

We must also salute the United Nations which has played and continues to play a critical role in the various processes that have enabled the 
Congolese people to make history, standing tall today as a messenger of hope, communicating the message that Africa is firmly on its way towards its rebirth. 

What the people of the DRC have done communicates a message of a bright future for all their neighbours, and the imperative to seize the moment, to build a new neighbourhood of friendship and shared prosperity for the peoples of the DRC on the one hand, and those of the Republic of Congo and Angola, Zambia and Tanzania, Burundi and Rwanda, Uganda, Sudan and the Central African Republic, on the other. 

Our warmest congratulations go to the Congolese masses. Despite the painful disappointments of many decades, these great masses did not lose confidence in the capacity of their nation to pull itself out of the abyss. 

That confidence and the determination to succeed were amply demonstrated when millions voted in a referendum to approve the Constitution, and returned to the polls to elect the President, the National Assembly and the Provincial Legislatures. In their millions, the Congolese people have made 
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the unequivocal statement that: 

* they love and yearn for peace; 
* they are thirsty for liberty and democracy; 
* they look forward to national unity and reconciliation; 
* they are confident that they will regain their dignity as a nation; * they foresee a future of development and freedom from poverty; * they want to see their country at peace with its neighbours, cooperating with them for mutual benefit; 
* they visualise their country standing in the front ranks of the forces that are striving to achieve Africa's Renaissance. 

Over the years we have, as South Africans, grown close to the Congolese people and developed a strong feeling of sisterhood, brotherhood and comradeship with them. Today there are few in our country, who are not conscious of the reality that our future is intimately related to the future of the Congolese people. 

We have done what we could to travel the hard road to democracy and peace together with, and side-by-side with the Congolese people, refusing to give up because of difficulties along the way. For many years now, we have been inspired by the confidence that any people, in this case the Congolese, who could produce an African titan such as Patrice Lumumba, could not but harbour within themselves the innate strength to emerge as a winning African nation, whatever the difficulties. 

Speaking at a conference in Chantilly, Virginia in the United States in April 1997, nine years ago, we said: "We are privileged to be witness to a gripping and epoch making contest which assumes many forms and involves many and all layers among the people of Zaire, to give a new birth to their country. 

"As Africans, we have a vision, a hope, a prayer about what will come in the end. We see a new Zaire, perhaps with a new name, a Zaire which shall be democratic, peaceful, prosperous, a defender of human rights, an exemplar of what the new Africa should be, occupying the geographic space that it does, at the heart of our Africa. 

"Much is now written about Zaire. Daily events assume proportions of permanence. The confounding ebbs and flows of social conflict are seen as defining moments. And yet, as Africans, we would like to believe that we know that, at the end, what all of us will see, thanks to the wisdom of the people of Zaire themselves, is not the heart of darkness, but the light of a new African star. 

"Once more, out of Africa, out of these towns which have joined the vocabulary of places that are part of our common knowledge, Gama, Kisangani, Lubumbashi and Kinshasa, a new miracle slouches towards its birth." 

Speaking in Johannesburg in September 1998 at the African Renaissance Conference, we said: "The end of a decades-old neo-colonial regime in the then Zaire had raised hopes that this equally important African country would itself seize the possibility created by this historic change to position itself as a leading fighter for the renewal of our Continent, with important positive results for the whole of Africa. 

"Most regrettably, we now seem immersed in a situation of conflict which, among other things, has brought back to the national agenda of that country the enemy to progressive change represented by ethnic divisions and antagonisms. It is however clear that in the same way that we cannot avoid it, neither can the people of the Democratic Republic of Congo do without 



that process of fundamental transformation in the interests of the people, which constitutes the core of the vision of an African Renaissance." 

Addressing the joint session of the Transitional Parliament of the Democratic Republic of Congo in Kinshasa in January 2004, I said: 

"I am confident that ahead of us is a period of hope. I have seen it in the streets of Kinshasa, since we arrived yesterday. I have seen people lining the streets, waving with smiles on their faces, as we drive by. And I think they do so because they think that the only reason we could have met is not to plan war, not to perpetuate corruption, but to find ways and means by which we ensure that their lives change for the better. 

"That is an expectation we cannot disappoint. It is an expectation, I am certain, we will not disappoint. We have to act with regard to one another as brothers and sisters. We have to act in relationship to one another as peers. It must therefore be possible for the people of the Congo to say to the people of South Africa, that we believe that you are doing wrong things, without any fear that the South Africans would turn around and say: These are internal matters. It must be possible for the people of South Africa to say to the people of the Congo: brothers and sisters: you are doing wrong things, without that being read as interference in internal affairs." 

On 13 August 1998, we spoke at an event in Midrand, South Africa, hosted by our public broadcaster, the SABC, to promote the African Renaissance. On that occasion we said: 

"The call for Africa's renewal, for an African Renaissance is a call to rebellion. We must rebel against the tyrants and the dictators, those who seek to corrupt our societies and steal the wealth that belongs to the people. We must rebel against the ordinary criminals who murder, rape and rob, and conduct war against poverty, ignorance and the backwardness of the children of Africa. 

"Surely, there must be politicians and business people, youth and women activists, trade unionists, religious leaders, artists and professionals from the Cape to Cairo, from Madagascar to Cape Verde, who are sufficiently enraged by Africa's condition in the world to want to join the mass crusade for Africa's renewal. It is to these that we say, without equivocation, that to be a true African is to be a rebel in the cause of the African Renaissance, whose success in the new century and millennium is one of the great historic challenges of our time. 

"Let the voice of the Senegalese, Sheik Anta Diop, be heard: 

" 'The African who has understood us is the one who, after reading of our works, would have felt a birth in himself, of another person, impelled by an historical conscience, a true creator, a Promethean carrier of a new civilisation and perfectly aware of what the whole earth owes to his ancestral genius in all the domains of science, culture and religion. 

" 'Today each group of people, armed with its rediscovered or reinforced cultural identity, has arrived at the threshold of the post industrial era. An atavistic, but vigilant, African optimism inclines us to wish that all nations would join hands in order to build a planetary civilisation instead of sinking down to barbarism."' 

What has happened in the Democratic Republic of Congo must give each Congolese, and indeed each African, a feeling of a birth in himself or herself, of another person, impelled by an historical conscience, a true creator, a Promethean carrier of a new civilisation. 
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Because of what they have done, the Congolese people have created the possibility for their country, and enhanced the capacity of our continent, to help build a planetary civilisation, instead of allowing humanity to sink into the shameless barbarism that every month claims the lives of thousands of innocent people in the streets of Baghdad and other Iraqi localities. 

Because they dared to rebel against the tyrants and the dictators, those who seek to corrupt our societies and steal the wealth that belongs to the people, the great masses of the Democratic Republic of Congo have served as a powerful propellant that will accelerate Africa's advance towards her renaissance. 

Thabo Mbeki 

------------------------------------------

MOSES MABHIDA 

A hero of the people returns home 

The body of Moses Mabhida, a giant of the liberation struggle and hero of our people, has returned home and is to be reburied on Saturday, 2 December in Pietermaritzburg. At the time of his death in Maputo, Mozambique in 1986, Mabhida was General Secretary of the South African Communist Party (SACP). 

Mabhida's remains were exhumed in Maputo last week. A farewell ceremony was held there on 22 November, followed by a national memorial service in Piet Retief the following day. Since returning to South Africa, Mabhida's remains have travelled through Mkhuze, Mpangeni, KwaDukuza and Ethekwini, where events have been held to honour and salute him. A night vigil is being held in Pietermaritzburg on 1 December. The reburial service at the Harry Gwala stadium is being held the following day. 

Meeting in Ekurhuleni last month, the ANC National Executive Committee (NEC) called on all South Africans "to honour this great hero of our liberation struggle as his remains are laid to rest in a free and democratic South Africa". 

The NEC expressed deep appreciation to the leadership of Frelimo and the people of Mozambique for giving a piece of their land that served as a shroud for Moses Mabhida for the past 20 years. 

Mabhida was a stalwart of the liberation movement over many decades, serving in senior positions in the ANC, SACP, South African Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU) and Umkhonto we Sizwe. 

Speaking at Mabhida's funeral in Maputo in 1986, then ANC President Oliver Tambo said: "A colossus because he was supremely human, Moses Mabhida has departed from our midst" 

"A seeming void occupies his space, the air so still without his voice. Like the pure note of a bugle, that voice rose from the depths of the Valley of a Thousand Hills, and multiplied. It rose and grew and multiplied, 
reverberating from Durban's Curries Fountain until it was heard in Dar es Salaam and Havana, Moscow and Managua, London and Jakarta, Beijing and Rio de Janeiro, Prague and Washington." 

Reflecting on the many roles Mabhida played in the organs of the liberation movement, Tambo said: "This combination of functions sometimes surprised and puzzled our friends who wondered why Comrade Mabhida had to serve in so many 
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senior positions in different organisations. But, above all, it enraged our enemies. This combination of functions in one leader of our people upset our adversaries because it reflected the permanence and acceptability among our people of the idea and the practice of the unity of the revolutionary democratic, the socialist and the trade union movements in the South African struggle for national liberation." 

"It was part of Comrade Mabhida's greatness that, having quite early on understood the importance of the unity of these great movements, he succeeded in ably serving each one of them individually, and all of them together, as a collective front for national and social emancipation." 

Moses Mbheki Mncane Mabhida was born at Thornville near Pietermaritzburg on 14 October 1923, into a peasant family that was later forced off the land. He started going to school in 1932 and benefited from several years of study interrupted by periods during which he had to work as a herder. One of his teachers was the late stalwart Harry Gwala, who encouraged him to join the ANC and trade union movement. It is therefore fitting that the reburial service of Mabhida is being held at the stadium in Pietermaritzburg named after Harry Gwala, the same place where the ANC launched its successful election campaign in 2004. 

Mabhida joined the Communist Party in 1942. After many unionists were banned in 1952-1953, his colleagues in the newly revived underground party urged Mabhida to undertake full-time union work. He started with the Howick Rubber Workers' Union and the Chemical Workers in Pietermaritzburg, Durban and other parts of the then Natal. In the next decade, he organised scores of workers across the province. 

He was a central participant in the development of SACTU and was elected a vice-president at its first congress in 1955. He also served as secretary of the ANC's Pietermaritzburg branch in the mid-1950s, and had a close working relationship with ANC President Chief Albert Luthuli. Mabhida became a member of the ANC's National Executive Committee (NEC) around 1956, and in 1958-1959 was acting chair of the Natal ANC. 

A week after the declaration of the 1960 state of emergency, Mabhida was sent abroad by SACTU to represent the organisation internationally. For the next three years he organised international solidarity activities in Prague with the World Federation of Trade Unions, and with the developing African trade union federations. 

In 1963, following his re-election to the NEC at the ANC's Lobatse conference in October 1962, he was asked by Oliver Tambo to devote himself to the development of the AN C's armed wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK). Mabhida then underwent military training, and as MK commissar became the chief political instructor of new military recruits, and later served as the commander of MK. Mabhida's repeated re-election to the NEC, his appointment to the Revolutionary Council on its creation in 1969, and later to the Politico-Military Council which replaced it, reflected his popularity among ANC members. 

After the AN C's First National Consultative Conference at Morogoro in 1969 he was instrumental in setting up the ANC's Department of Intelligence and Security. He was elected General Secretary of the Communist Party in November 1979, replacing Moses Kotane, who had died the previous year. In the 1980s, Mabhida continued his work with political and logistical planning for MK, based at various times in Lesotho, Mozambique and Swaziland. In 1985, while on a mission to Havana, Mabhida suffered a stroke, and after a year of illness, died of a heart attack in Maputo and was buried there in March 1986. He was given a Mozambican state funeral with full military 
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honours. 

In 2002, Mabhida was posthumously awarded the Order of the Baobab, one of the national orders, awarded to South African citizens for distinguished service well above and beyond the call of duty. 

"It is rarely given to a people that they should produce a single person who epitomises their hopes and expresses their common resolve as Moses Mabhida did. In simple language he could convey the aspirations of all our people in their magnificent variety, explain the fears and prejudices of the unorganised and sense the feelings of even the most humble among our people," Tambo said. 

"Moses Mbheki Mabhida will be there when the trumpet sounds the salute to freedom," he said. 

MORE INFORMATION: 

Communique of the SACP Central Committee on the death of Moses Mabhida http://www. sacp. org .za/index. php ?option=com_ content& task=view&id= 1336&Itemid= 109 

Speech by OR Tambo at the funeral of Moses Mabhida, March 1986 http://www.anc.org .za/ancdocs/speeches/1980s/sp860329. html 

------------------

GAUTENG SURVEY 

Who are the ANC's members and what do they think? 

The ANC in Gauteng has recently released the results of an extensive survey on the profile of members in the province and their views on the organisation, its direction and other topical issues. 

While the ANC has a number of organisational structures and forums for branch members to articulate their views, the survey provides a more analytical insight into who are the ANC's members and what they think. Because the survey was restricted to Gauteng, it reflects only a particular section of the ANC's national membership. 

The study used a number of methods to understand the "values, attitudes, needs and objectives of ANC members and branch office-bearers". These included in-depth interviews with leaders of Alliance partners, focus groups, participant observation at branch meetings, and a structured survey of paid-up ANC members and branch officials. 

Explaining the value of the survey, ANC Gauteng Provincial Secretary David Makhura said: "It is in the interest of progressive parties and movements that systematic studies are undertaken to track the positive or negative impact of social transformation processes on the forces that purport to be agents for change. Such studies will help to identify the conscious intervention necessary to mitigate and minimise the negatives while reinforcing and enhancing the positives." 

"Research cannot replace grassroots organising and direct interaction with households through door-to-door work. It can only perfect mass work and make such work more responsive to community and membership concerns. Taken together with the ongoing lmvuselelo Campaign aimed at strengthening the grassroots structures and involving the membership in community development work, the issues raised by the membership in the survey constitute a strategic agenda for the Gauteng structures towards the Centenary of the ANC 
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in 2012." 

The survey indicates that ANC members in Gauteng are "irrepressibly positive". Nine out of ten ANC members and branch leaders believe the ANC has changed for the better since 1994. Just 1 in 20 believe that it has changed for the worse. According to the report: "There is a visibly positive energy in the Gauteng membership that gives the leadership a solid foundation on which to base future interventions." 

The ANC's members in Gauteng span a number of generations of the movement. A quarter of branch members and leaders joined the ANC before 1969. Very few joined in the first half of the 1970s, rising to 17% between 1977 and 1989. Just over a quarter of current members joined between the unbanning of the ANC in 1990 and the first democratic elections in 1994. A further 17% have joined since. 

Over a third of these members also belong to the ANC Women's League, and just over a fifth belong to the Youth League. Many are also members of Alliance formations, with 29% being members of the South African National Civics Organisation (SANCO), 16% also being members of the South African Communist Party (SACP) and 14% being members of affiliates of the Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU). 

The economic position of ANC members in Gauteng differ widely, with poverty a daily reality for many. A quarter of members do not have access to running water. Using the 'expanded' definition, 42% of members are unemployed. A quarter of members have a monthly household disposable income of between R1 ,000 and R3,000. Around 23% have less, and 28% have more. A further 24% did not answer the question. 

A substantial part of the survey deals with the state of branches and the strategies used to strengthen them. The impact of regional and provincial deployees was widely appreciated. A large proportion of members, 58%, thought the ANC leadership should communicate with members by visiting branches. Others, 36%, thought branch meetings were the best way for the ANC to communicate with members, while 4% preferred briefing documents, and only 1% e-mails. 

Importantly, 87% of members said the 50/50 gender quota was a good thing, while 5% thought it was bad. 

In identifying the main issues facing their communities, almost half mentioned unemployment, followed by crime, HIV and Aids, poverty and poor services. Members expressed a high level of confidence in the national parliament, followed by the provincial administration and councillors. The police, by contrast, were rated particularly low on the confidence scale. 
"The implication - explicit in the qualitative report - is that the ANC is and will remain the key force for progressive change, and needs to deepen its pro-poor stance and speed up delivery ... But there is a second dimension to this, an internal one, where respondents are aware that the ANC's political project can be de-railed by on-going internal disputes, lack of consultation, and so on. And the point that respondents are making is that the ANC must get its own house in order if it is to meet the massive challenges that face it now, as well as new challenges it will be facing by 2012. 

"The survey has shown conclusively that the ANC in Gauteng has a powerful human resource base - a membership that is optimistic, committed, pro-poor, active, and deeply embedded in civil society ... In short, a membership base that any political party anywhere would envy. What matters is that the ANC 
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provides appropriate leadership to focus members' energies on the tasks at hand and join with the membership in fighting for a better life for all, rather than allow on-going politicking to dissipate energy and commitment." 

MORE INFORMATION: 

Profile and perspectives of ANC membership in Gauteng, November 2006 http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/misc/2006/gsurvery.html 

------------------------------

This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: http:/ /www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2006/at4 7. htm 

To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 
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BROWSE MOLE REPORT 

Democracy must be defended against 'dirty tricks' 

South Africans should not be complacent about the activities of old-style 
intelligence networks aiming to sow division and cause confusion within our young 
democracy. This is one of the most important lessons arising from the report of the 
Joint Standing Committee on Intelligence (JSCI) into the 'Browse Mole Report', which 
was tabled in Parliament this week. 

The joint committee report was based on the outcome of an investigation conducted by 
a government investigative task team into the leak of the 'Browse Mole Report' 
document. 

The committee found that the report was a product of the Directorate of Special 
Operations (DSO), also known as the Scorpions. It was produced in 2006 as an 
intelligence document based on information compiled by a senior investigator and 
three other DSO officials, and obtained from various sources. The report was leaked 
to the public in 2007, and sent anonymously to the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions (COSATU). 

The joint committee said the document was extremely inflammatory, containing 
"political intelligence and unsubstantiated statements about prominent political -
figures in South Africa and the African continent". The document makes various claims 
about a conspiracy involving the current ANC President, Jacob Zuma, which was a ! 

threat to "the sovereignty and integrity of the South African State". It also makes 
claims about Angolan President Eduardo Dos Santos and Libyan leader Muammar Qaddafi .. 

The document bears all the hallmarks of the tactics of the intelligence structures of• 
the former apartheid security structures, which used disinformation as one ofa range· 
of political weapons through the 'stratkom' structures of the former State Security 
Council. 

The joint intelligence committee found that much of the 'intelligence' in the report: 
was provided by 'information peddlers'. It described these information peddlers as a 
network of people who originate mainly from pre-1994 or apartheid officers, most of . 
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whom worked in the covert intelligence structures of the time. They were involved in 
sanctions busting and disinformation through stratkom operations. They also have 
links with foreign intelligence services. 

The intelligence committee report further said: 

"Their modus operandi includes the use of illegal intrusive techniques of getting 
information or intelligence. They share this information among themselves and produce 
documents at different sites of their network in order to give the impression of 
verification of information to their clients. They use specific harmless facts out of 
context, adding to that, dangerous lies, in the production of their documents. By the 
use of selected facts, they proceed to distort the truth and so produce documents and 
supply information to state institutions and governments. Their products are mainly 
about fabricating 'conspiracies' and 'plots' as a method of getting closer to those 
who hold power, The negative outcome is for their clients to view the legitimate 
intelligence services as useless and start relying on the peddlers." 

During its briefings by the government's investigative task team, the JSCI was told 
that the information peddlers appear not to pursue an ideological motive, but aim to 
extort large sums of money from their clients: "This money motive may not only be to 
receive direct payment for information but also indirectly to get access to state 
contracts. They are known to focus on contracts in the security and mining industry." 

The JSCI took the view that the work of these information peddlers is to destabilise 
and subvert the country: "They interfere with the efforts towards national unity and 
cohesion in South Africa." It said they pursue the same aims in Southern Africa and 
further afield, trying to subvert government's efforts to promote peace and stability 
on the African continent. 

The government task team established that the DSO continued to use information from 
these information peddlers in the production of the Browse Mole Report despite 
previous warnings from the intelligence community. They found that there were people 
within the DSO who collaborate with these peddlers using the resources of the state 
for activities which, in the view of the intelligence committee, "seeks to undermine 
the efforts of the state in many ways". 

The danger presented by these 'spies-for-hire' operatives is not new, nor are their 
activities unexpected. In its submission to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) in September 1997 on the role of the media under apartheid, the ANC said: 

"We remain convinced that elements of these Stratkom networks and fronts remain. in 
place and that they must be exposed, as some are actively engaged in attempting to ' 
sabotage the new order through sustained, deliberate attempts to negatively influence 
perceptions with regard to issues such as the level of crime in South Africa, the 
ability of the new government to govern, and allegations regarding corruption. Once a 
perception has been successfully established that a country is a crime-ridden, 
corruption-infested basket case, that perception is very hard to eradicate." 

The disinformation operation behind the Browse Mole Report was made possible by a 
number of glaring problems with the activities of the DSO and some of its officials;. 
Both the government task team and the joint intelligence committee found that theDSO 
had engaged in intelligence gathering without a legal mandate to do so. · 

The JSCI concluded that: "The DSO was involved in several illegal activities 
including intelligence gathering without a legal mandate, lack of appropriate 
security clearance for DSO officials. and unauthorised interaction with private 
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intelligence companies and foreign intelligence services." It said such illegal and 
dangerous activities should be rooted out of state institutions. 

The Joint Standing Committee on Intelligence recommended that: 

* the executive authority take appropriate action against the head of the DSO and all 
the officials who were involved in the production of the Browse Mole Report; 
* government direct the DSO to stop their intelligence gathering operations with 
immediate effect; 
* the National Intelligence Agency (NIA) must expedite the vetting of DSO officials, 
prioritising those who are exposed to sensitive state information; 
* government must expedite the regulation of private intelligence gathering 
activities and put measures in place that will reduce the risk of being exposed to 
information peddlers; 
* government must conduct a comprehensive review of the DSO, giving urgent attention 
to the manner in which the DSO is currently operating. 

These steps are important to respond to the specific circumstances in which the 
Browse Mole Report was produced and circulated, and should further protect the state 
and country on those determined to spread disinformation. However, South Africans 
will need to remain vigilant in the face of persistent efforts by various 
intelligence networks to undermine the democratic order through such 'dirty tricks' 
operations. 

Tribute to Kader Asmal 

'Not to act is to act' 

Editor's note: African National Congress veteran Kader Asmal has retired from 
parliament after serving as an MP since the first democratic elections in 1994. This 
is the culmination of many decades of dedicated service to the struggle for 
democracy. Many tributes have been paid to Asmal over the last few days. The ANC 
described him as an outstanding revolutionary who has been part of the fabric of the 
ANC for the past half century. For the benefit of ANC Today readers, we publish below 
Asmal's farewell speech in the National Assembly. 

In his own words 

You have done me a great honour in allowing me time to say a few words on my " _ 
retirement from Parliament. I am one of a now dwindling band of parliamentarians who · 
have been here since 1994 and the dawn of democracy in this country; J was also part 
of the world-wide anti-apartheid struggle inspired by my movement, the African · 
National Congress, and the noble Freedom Charter. 

It was a struggle that uniquely galvanised the international community .. It was a 
struggle that united humanity, and mobilised the United Nations ~ a struggle that 
relied on the selfless support and sacrifice of the frontline states of southern 
Africa. It was invigorating and humbling to be part of that awakening.of the, · 
conscience of the world to combat the apartheid crime against humanity: 

I come too from that generation of which Judge (then professor) Albie Sachs wrote: , 
"If a constitution is the autobiography of a nation, then we are the privileged, . 
generation that will do the writing". 
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The book we produced is here and everywhere: the guarantor of our freedom. 

It is therefore a real challenge to know what to say to do justice to this occasion -
though I can assure you that these will not be the last words you will hear from me. 
When the famous Labour MP Tony Benn retired from the House of Commons after 51 years, 
he quoted his wife as saying that now he would "have more time for politics". 

Perhaps Louise, my own wife and partner of 46 years, would say something similar. 
Certainly, today marks not the end of the story, but the start of a new chapter. I 
shall not be leaving public life, because politics is in my blood and because my 
whole life has been one long political journey where the public and private have been 
inseparable. 

Departing members are allowed to give themselves one final consolation, a valedictory 
speech - an occasion for some reflection, some explanation, much self-indulgence and 
a little ancestor worship. 

My journey began over 60 years ago with my relationship with Albert Luthuli and was 
inspired by his vision of a free, non-racial South Africa with justice and equal 
rights for all. It was he who drew my attention to the struggle and indivisibility of 
human rights after I had seen the practices and the merciless cruelty of the Nazis in 
the concentration camps -inflicted on Jews, Slavs, communists, homosexuals alike - in 
a supposedly civilised country. It was then that I understood the brave words of 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer: 

"Not to speak is to speak. 
"Not to act is to act." 

A school teacher to start with - some say rudely that I never stopped teaching -and 
afterwards a law student, I discovered law as an instrument of liberation; it was 
exhilarating. As a lecturer in Dublin I used the new international law to advance the 
world-wide anti-apartheid struggle. The years of exile were long, but the friendships 
made in that struggle, the comrades who visited Dublin to assist in raising 
awareness, the solidarity of the Irish people (who taught me that you must never 
fight over water -other liquids are different) made it all worthwhile. 

Academic life, family life, my involvement in the ANC, the Irish Anti-Apartheid 
Movement and the Irish Council for Civil Liberties (the last two of which I helped 
found) made a rich tapestry. The roll-call of those in Ireland who helped extended 
from former Irish President Mary Robinson and Nobel Peace Prize winner John Hume, to 
trade unionists such as Mary Manning; those from southern Africa whom we invited to .... 
further the anti-apartheid campaigns included Amilcar Cabral, Oliver Tambo, Sam 
Nujoma, Joe Slovo, Thabo Mbeki, Ruth First, and Ronald Segal. And of course Nelson: 
Mandela, the icon of our struggle. They have given me a life-long commitment to the 
ideals of self-determination, freedom, justice, human dignity, and equal rights for 
all. 

Those ideals find expression in the Constitution of our country. As Chief Justice 
Mohamed explained in 1995, it is no ordinary constitution: 

"In some countries the Constitution only formalises, in a legal instrument, a 
historical consensus of values and aspirations evolved incrementally from a stable, 
and unbroken past to accommodate the needs of the future. The South African .. · · 
Constitution is different: it retains from the past only what is defensible and 
represents a decisive break from, and a ringing rejection of, that part of the past 
which is disgracefully racist; authoritarian, insular and repressive, and a vigorous .. · 
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identification of and commitment to a democratic, universalist, caring and 
aspirationally egalitarian ethos expressly articulated in the Constitution." 

Ten years as a Minister taking part in one of the most creative acts of 
reconstruction the world has seen was incredibly rewarding. What we have achieved 
together cannot be expunged from memory because of our current difficulties. 

Our Constitution is not a dead document. It applies to all of us today, it urges us 
to care for all who live in our country, and to work towards a better life for all. 
It is our collective pledge. In other words, it embodies values which this House must 
respect, and which permeate the laws we pass and indeed every aspect of our lives. It 
is a living instrument that enlarges our freedoms and restricts our power to act 
arbitrarily. 

We may not like these restrictions. We may be tempted to take short cuts, to ride 
roughshod over others, in order to reach the goals we seek. I must confess that as a 
Minister I was sometimes impatient with the processes of consultation and the 
parliamentary committee meetings. Nevertheless, such democratic processes are 
essential to our progress. We cannot afford to manoeuvre around the human rights our 
Constitution has laid down. We must not attack the separation of powers laid down in 
our Constitution. And we need to follow its spirit, not only the letter. 

Human rights are never static; they are always dynamic. They are never completely 
won, just as they are never completely lost. In our defence of them, we too cannot 
afford to stand still. We must never allow complacency of the sort that has betrayed 
the people of Kenya. We need constantly to seek to improve how and by what means we 
can promote and protect the rights set out in our own Bill of Rights. This is the 
challenge that Parliament faces. 

Our democracy is young, and still fragile. This places a heavy burden on you in 
Parliament to ensure that the rule of law prevails and that government and its agents 
govern under the law as laid down in the Constitution -whether in relation to 
immigrants or in combating terrorism. 

This body - this Parliament - has a crucial role to play. For human rights to retain 
their primacy in our new democracy, they must continue to be championed by the 
Members of our National Assembly. 

For human rights to be progressively realised - the enjoinder that is attached by the 
Constitution to the array of socio-economic rights that our Bill of Rights 
enshrines - government must actively pursue them, and Portfolio Committees must 
insist on Departments accounting to them on delivery. 

Under our Constitution, we have established a series of "Chapter Nine" bodies aimed 
at promoting, enlarging and defending different aspects of democracy and human 
rights. I was very proud to be asked to chair a body to look at the progress and 
efficiency of these bodies. Parliament will, I hope, set aside some time to debate. 
the questions that our report raised, and to decide whether or not our 
recommendations should be implemented. 

These are countervailing bodies. So is the press. We are sometimes too sensitive to 
criticism - in the press or by civil society. Obviously, we are entitled to make 
sharp responses to such criticism. I will confess to occasionally being annoyed as 
any of you at misconceived, inaccurate or tendentious criticism, and I have voiced my 
annoyance, sometimes even anger. However, what would be wrong would be any attempt at 
intimidation of the press, or any threat to curtail press freedom -not because the : · 
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Constitution protects press freedom but because it is a vital element of our 
democracy. We must cherish it. 

We should have nothing to fear from being robust in our pursuit of oversight and 
accountability. And I speak now to the members of my own party. It is as much in our 
interests as the ruling party as anyone else to find constructive ways to engage with 
the executive to find solutions and to ensure that we are responding to the precise 
needs and priorities of the most vulnerable members of our society. 

I look forward to the next chapter of my political journey. I will continue to strive 
to offer a public voice, in public spaces - and remain always committed to the 
realisation of human rights, to the rule of law, and in support of those 
institutions, like the judiciary, whose strength, independence and integrity are 
indispensable to a modern, constitutional democracy. And always remembering the words 
of Nelson Mandela uttered over 50 years ago: ordinary people cannot be treated as 
victims, for "they can rise from being the object of history to becoming the subject 
of history" by "becoming the conscious creators of [our] own history"! This is a 
wonderful challenge to us. 

It was the dream of freedom that kept our hopes alive. 
But: 
History says, Don't hope 
On this side of the grave, 
Seamus Heaney's tribute to Nelson Mandela is a tribute to hope, as he concludes: 
But then, once in a lifetime 
The longed for tidal wave 
Of justice can rise up 
And hope and history rhyme. 

Honourable members, continue hoping. 

I shall miss you, honourable members, but I shall not forget you, the tribunes of our 
people. Nor shall I forget the many unsung heroes and heroines of our struggle, both 
in this country and in Britain and Ireland, with whom I have worked. I owe a huge 
debt of gratitude to them. I must also thank the staff who supported me when I was 
first Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry, and then Minister of Education, as well 
as the parliamentary staff; they have shown an extraordinary degree of 
professionalism and loyalty. Many of them are in the gallery. 

Ndiza kunikhumbula nonke, Malungu aBekekileyo, andisokuze ndinilibale. Kaloku 
sizizicaka zabantu base Mzantsi Afrika. 

This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2008/at08.htm 

To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANC Today mailing list go to: 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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<Viewpoint: Naledi Pandor> 

EDUCATION 

A call to focus on firm foundations for learning 

The Foundations for Learning Campaign, which we launched earlier this week, is a call 

to schools and communities to focus on reading, writing and calculating. 

The campaign will set out our expectations for teaching and learning in the 

foundation and intermediate phases. It will indicate and provide the resources needed 

for effective teaching. It will also spell out the testing required to check that 

learners are reaching the required standards from year to year. 

Quality education is determined in the first years that a child spends at school. 

Maria Montessori was one of many educationists who believe that the foundations of 

human development are laid during the child's early years. She declared that: "The 

most important period of life is not the age of university studies, but the first 

one, the period from birth to the age of six." 

This period is quality education's "golden hour'', those years in which a child is 

taught the fundamental skills and competencies that will enable him or her to learn 

and to develop a clear conception of the world. The "golden hour" in education begins 

in the foundation phase, grades R to three and is consolidated in the intermediate 

phase in grades four to six. It is in this "golden hour" that a child learns to read 

so that in the future they can read to learn. 

They gain the skills necessary to understand the textbooks that they will need to 

read and to study in order to succeed in the matric exams and in her university 

studies. In the foundation phase a child learns to express themselves, to put their 

thoughts on paper, to describe and later to explain the world around them. They begin 

to understand the concept and the power of numbers. The capacity to read, write and 

calculate well is the foundation of quality education. 

While there is much to celebrate in post-1994 education, our scores in international 

assessments of reading and numeracy have been poor to alarming. The aim of these 
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international rankings is to spur reform. Many countries have made the step change 

required to improve learner performance through the introduction of national literacy 

strategies. 

It is our turn now. It is our turn now to start where the impact will be the 
greatest, to focus our attention on the foundations for learning. 

Already we have over 600,000 young children attending grade R classes and we are 

committed to providing universal grade R education by the 2010. Our commitment is not 

only to having young learners in class, but our commitment is to ensuring that these 

youngsters receive quality grade R education in which they develop their sense of 

self, their self confidence and their understanding of the world around them. 

Importantly, grade R teachers will teach them literacy and numeracy skills, so that 

they know how to engage with books, so that they know that stories come from the 

books we read and so that they understand the concept of numbers in the world around 

them. 

They will hit the ground running when they arrive in Grade 1. So what is it that we 

must do in Grade 1 to take the excitement and interest in learning forward? 

We want to be sure that every teacher, every principal, every manager in the 

education system knows exactly what must be done to provide and track quality 

education. We want to be sure that every learner accepts the challenges of learning 

and that every parent and guardian accepts the responsibility of having a learner in 

the house. We want to be sure that we all do the basics right and then build on those 

basics to develop quality teaching and learning in all our schools. 

Non-negotiables 

The foundations for learning campaign will lay a solid foundation in languages and 

mathematics in the foundation and intermediate phases. The measure of that foundation 

will be that we will increase the average learner performance in languages and 

mathematics to no less than 50% in the four years of the campaign. In 2011, we will 

conduct a national evaluation, which will assess the languages and mathematics 

abilities of learners in South Africa. 

In order to succeed the campaign will require the following: 

* That every classroom has the appropriate resources for effective teaching. A list 

of basic resources is contained in the government gazette on this campaign published 

on 14 March 2008. Each school must ensure that every teacher has at least the basic 

minimum resources in the classroom. 

* That teachers plan and teach effectively. All teachers are expected to be in their 

classes teaching planned lessons during contact teaching time. The timetable must 

require that every learner in the primary school engages in reading at school for 30 

minutes every day, writes a piece of extended writing appropriate to the grade, 

engages in mental maths for 10 minutes and written maths for 20 minutes every day. 

* That district teacher forums are established in all districts. Teachers are 

expected to be a member of the district forum, or of a school forum, so that ideas, 

experience and best practice is shared and teachers can enhance their teaching 

strategies. 

* That teachers assess learner performance regularly. Standardised assessments will 
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be provided by the Department of Education and the results of these assessments must 
be reported to the district office from where the results for each school will be 
sent, via the provincial office, to my office. To assist teachers to manage the 
assessment tasks within the continuous assessment framework, my department will 
provide milestones for expected attainment in mathematics and languages per term per 
grade. Annual tests based on the quarterly assessments will be provided to all 
schools. 
Those are the "non-negotiables" of the foundations for learning campaign. 

The McKinsey report on top performing education systems in the world shows that the 
best systems focus on three important things: they get the best teachers (they take 
the top third of graduates); they get the best out of teachers; and they step in when 
pupils start to lag behind. 

We are asking every principal to step in to prevent pupils from lagging behind. The 
core purpose of principalship is to provide leadership and management in all areas of 
the school. As leaders, principals set the targets for their schools and design 
strategic plans in which they motivate and inspire their teachers and learners to 
attain these targets. As managers, they make sure that the targets are achieved. 

We expect every principal of a public school to prepare a plan setting out how 
academic performance at the school level will be improved. It is the responsibility 
of each and every principal to manage and support teachers in their effort to improve 
the ability of learners to read, write, count and calculate at the appropriate level. 

The success of the plan will be measured in the performance of the learners in the 
end of the year standardised assessment. District officials will coordinate the 
collection and collation of data from the quarterly tests for reporting to the 
province. 

Role of parents 

The responsibility to teach our children to read, right and calculate is not the 
teacher's responsibility alone. That responsibility is shared with parents as well. 
Parents' obligations do not end with the payment of school fees, or taxi fares to get 
their child to a school that offers quality education. It is their responsibility to 
ensure that their children do their homework, and that their children read with them 
or to them every day. 

Not only will parents be giving their child the best possible grounding in life, but 
they will also build a bond with their child that can never be broken and that in 
itself is important in a world where parents and children so easily drift apart. 

Our call goes well beyond the small circle of a school community. We appeal to public 
figures, to unions, to businesses big and small, to institutions of higher education, 
to non-profit organisations, to join hands with your local school community and 
assist them in whatever way you can to reach the goals of universal competency in 
reading, writing and calculating. 

We know what we wish to achieve in our education system. In the foundation phase 
learners must learn how to read, write, count and calculate confidently and with 
understanding. 

In the intermediate phase, learners must extend their competency in reading, writing 
and calculating. They must have learnt to read so that they can read to learn. When 
learners reach high school, they must be able to work with their teachers in class 
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but also be able to continue their studies outside of the classroom because they have 
learnt to be independent learners. 

In this campaign, we appeal to the South African community to join in a determined 
effort to ensure that teachers teach, principals manage, learners learn, and parents 
support the education of their children. 

Working together, we can ensure that every learner will have the opportunity for a 
better life in the future. From the child in Cape Town to the child in Limpopo, 
reading, writing, counting and calculating will take them to the forefront of 
development in the 21st century. 

** Naledi Pandor is a member of the ANG National Executive Committee (NEC) and 
Minister of Education. This is an edited extract from an address at the launch of the 
Foundations for Learning Campaign, Cape Town, 18 March 2008. 

------------------------------

<Viewpoint: Lindiwe Sisulu> 

HOUSING 

Restoring dignity through viable settlements 

The Cape High Court judgement concerning the application by Thubelisha and government 
to relocate the residents of the Joe Slovo informal settlement to temporary shelter 
in Delt while their permanent housing is being constructed, provides yet again, 
another major lesson from the N2 Gateway project. 

It dispels the myth that this government is involved in the kind of mass evictions 
last witnessed during apartheid's notorious policy of forced removals, that displaced 
millions of people across the country. As the Judge President of the Cape High Court, 
John Hlophe, correctly pointed out in the judgement the application was never about 
"normal eviction". It was about "a strategic relocation of Joe Slovo residents" to 
enable government to build decent, secure and comfortable houses for the residents of 
Joe Slovo. 

We all know that successive apartheid governments denied black people, and Africans 
in particular, the right to own land, based on the assumption that they were all but 
migrants in the urban areas. They did not allow them to own land or even rent a 
house. They stripped them of their dignity forcing them to live in conditions of 
poverty, squalor and degradation: conditions that were never fit to settle any human 
being in. In Langa, hostels such as Old Flats and Special Quarters became as recently 
as the 1980s the only means by which the state provided a form of shelter to an ever 
increasing African population. 

In a most painful and debilitating experience that first year students at 
universities should continue to read about men aged 50 became with their wives and 
children "bedholds" as Mamphela Ramphele calls them in her book 'A Bed Called Home: 
Life in the Migrant Hostels of Cape Town'. As she explained, this was because denied 
of every possible right to reside within Cape Town, even within a hostel, they were 
allowed by law to only rent a bed. The bed, Ramphele explains, was "the common 
denominator of space allocation". Every aspect of life such as relationships, 
employment, identity and ability to evade forceful removal depended on access to a 
bed. This is not centuries ago, but in 1988, six years before the first democratic 
elections in 1994. 
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The bed, she says, was passed on down from father to son, going back a generation or 
two. Meanwhile, such was the pressure building up that after in the early 1990s 
people decided to build the squatter settlement we know today as Joe Slovo. 
Tellingly, it adjoins the hostels that degraded the lives of so many before now. And 
like the hostels it crammed 4,500 families within an extremely limited land area of 
30 hectares. Which government in the world provided a mandate to radically improve 
the living conditions of its people would not want to focus on the plight of the 
residents of Joe Slovo? 

As the ANC we realised early on that to overcome the criminal legacy of apartheid we 
had to address the kind of housing backlog that emanates from places such as Joe 
Slovo. This eventually, became a constitutional obligation once the new constitution 
was adopted in 1996. Now, after 12 years of learning lessons from the Reconstruction 
and Development Programme (RDP), the Breaking New Ground strategy has provided us 
with a plan of how to bring fully back the dignity of the people of Joe Slovo and not 
merely provide them with shelter. They deserve much more, given the legacy. 

They deserve a conducive environment to bring up their families; send their children 
to schools and see them play and grow within their vicinity far from danger; be close 
to places of employment; and finally be integrated with the rest of society. They 
need to see, feel and experience their dignity coming back to them. This is what we 
owe them as this government. And I hope that society too finally realises that it 
owes them this much. 

It is for this reason that the relocation is not "normal" but "strategic". While 
decent houses are being built temporary shelter is being provided for them at the 
cost of government. I am not aware of any government in the world that looks after 
its people in that way. In fact, in countries such as Brazil the government expects 
the poor to pay rent. 

Moreover, what we are providing for the people of Joe Slovo is so incontestably 
better than the present that even our most strident critics cannot escape this 
recognition. Their only problem is that we are relocating people, something that is 
made necessary by the limitations of land. 

I cannot imagine that we would have fought to preserve degrading conditions of 
squalor and hopelessness for the poor. Indeed, those who continue to instigate 
resistance to relocations that are aimed at bettering the lives of our people do so 
from the comfort of their middle class zones. They do so not articulating nor 
representing the views of the people they purport to represent. They do so out of 
cocooned ideological positions. 

Fortunately now the courts are the final arbiters in determining what to do when the 
state's constitutional responsibility is being challenged in the face of a most 
serious housing problem the country has to contend with. A backlog of 2.2 million 
people who are waiting for housing opportunities is nothing to trifle with as it is 
an extremely urgent problem over which there is no luxury to be overly academic 
about. 

As this government, we have been tested to the limit and our policies have passed the 
test. That is fundamental progress and an essential step for us. Over and over again 
our policy passed the constitutionality test thereby reaffirming what we have always 
known. This is that the policies are well thought out and they have balanced all the 
necessary requirements to constitutionally transform society taking into account its 
history. Where we have been found wanting, as in the Grootboom case, we quickly moved 
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to repair the harm. Therefore, despite the agitations of malcontents and detractors 
our policies remain sound, solid and responsive to the needs of the people. The 
shrill voices they have ring hollow even to themselves. For we have been vindicated. 

The application for relocation was a very bold step to take. It was necessary though 
in the face of all the deliberate obstructions that were put in the way of the N2 
Gateway project, which I am convinced, is being targeted for political and 
ideological reasons. Hence, we take this as a yet another lesson hoping that out of 
it society too continues to learn. 

** Lindiwe Sisulu is a member of the ANC National Executive Committee (NEC) and 
Minister of Housing. 

This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2008/at11.htm 

To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANC Today mailing list go to: 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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THIS WEEK: 

* Electricity Crisis I: Save electricity now, for our future 
* Electricity Crisis II: An urgent national priority 

ELECTRICITY CRISIS I 

Save electricity now, for our future 

The most effective way of tackling the energy crisis in the weeks and months ahead is 
for the whole country to use electricity more efficiently. Until new electricity 
generating capacity becomes operational, South Africa will need to use less 
electricity to prevent the load shedding that has affected most parts of the country 
in recent weeks. 

The ANC this week called on all South Africans to work together in implementing the 
measures proposed by government as part of the National Electricity Emergency 
Programme. Parliament held a joint sitting this week to debate the causes of the 
current situation and the best way of addressing it. Government also provided more 
details of its plan, particularly steps that could be taken by households to 
immediately reduce the amount of electricity the used. 

The ANC National Working Committee (NWC), which met in Johannesburg on Monday, said: 
"As part of the nation-wide effort to tackle the country's electricity shortage the 
ANC will mobilise every ANC minister, deputy minister, member of parliament, member 
of a provincial legislature, councillor, organiser, member and supporter behind this 
effort." 

This follows the decision of the ANC National Executive Committee (NEC) Lekgotla last 
week to make this response a centrepiece of the movement's mass work for 2008. 

The meeting noted the massive investment already committed to significantly 
increasing generating capacity, but recognised that immediate action will need to be 
taken in improving energy efficiency to ensure the power remains on until the new 
generation capacity comes on line. 

The load shedding that has been experienced in recent weeks has been brought about by 
a shortage of generation supply capacity and is a last resort measure tq prev~nt a 
collapse of the national electricity supply system. Releasing its electricity_-
emergency programme last week, government said the underlying problem was the very 
significant rise in demand, particularly over the past few years, re~ulting from an , 
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economy working at full capacity and the rising standards of living, with close on 
3.5 million homes having access to electricity from 1994. 

While there has been rapid growth in the demand for electricity, the task of building 
new generating capacity was more complex and slower than envisaged. "The decision to 
charge Eskom with the responsibility to embark on a large and urgent build programme 
in 2004 was in hindsight late. The President has accepted that this government got 
its timing wrong," it acknowledged. 

A massive investment in building new electricity generating capacity is underway. 
This includes bringing back into service power stations that were 'moth-balled' at a 
time when the country had excess capacity. This will provide some additional power in 
the next few years, but will only begin to make a significant difference from 2012 
onwards. Until then, South Africa needs to reduce the demand for electricity. The 
country needs to seize this opportunity to move very quickly to become more energy 
efficient. 

Improve efficiency 

Among the measures that will be implemented to improve energy efficiency, and reduce 
the consumption of electricity, are: 

* Efficient lighting roll-out programme: This involves a shift to the use of 
energy-efficient compact fluorescent light fittings(CFLs). It has been established 
that of the 10 million-plus electrified households in South Africa, on an estimate of 
eight ordinary (or incandescent) lights per household, about 800 megawatt (MW) could 
be saved by shifting to CFLs. The final target is to reduce demand by 750 MW by 2010. 
The programme also accommodates a free CFL exchange for low income households until 
2015. To ensure this rollout is sustained, government intends to issue a restriction 
on the manufacturing of incandescent light bulbs. There will be certain exclusions 
granted for lamps for ovens, microwaves and for sensitive buildings and special 
cases. 
* Solar water heating programme: The programme is in progress with a target to 
install one million solar water heaters over the next three years. The current cost 
of the solar heater is high. It costs between R7,000 and R20,000). South Africa's 
manufacturing capacity is also quite low, at about 10,000 heaters a year. To 
eliminate these barriers, there is a subsidy of 20-30% depending on the cost of the 
unit. The potential savings of this programme is 650 MW. The programme is targeting 
households, group housing (like army bases and mine residences), and commercial and 
industrial applications. 
* Smart metering for residential customers: Smart metering involves the use of 
wireless technologies, which have to be retrofitted to existing conventional and 
pre-paid meters. The utility - either Eskom or the municipality - is able to remotely 
manage customer load. While smart metering can be initiated in the short term, the 
benefits will be reaped in the medium to long term. Improved communication between 
the utility and the customer meter will result in big energy savings during the peak 
demand. The programme will need extensive human resources and provides an opportunity 
for training and job creation. 
* Fuel switching: This refers to the substitution of electricity as a domestic energy 
source with liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) to lower the burden of electricity 
generation. It is also more energy efficient to cook with gas than with electricity. 
Switching to gas reduces the strain on the electricity network during peak times when 
domestic users are cooking at the same time. Two challenges have to be overcome in 
switching to gas - there are problems with the supply and pricing of LPG. To overcome 
these challenges, the Department of Minerals and Energy has initiated a programme -· 
where concessions are issued and suppliers bid for these concessions. The regulated -
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pricing regime for LPG will be completed in the next two months. The opportunity to 
import the gas during supply shortages needs to be explored more, because the gas is 
actually a by-product in the oil refining process and is readily available in the 
global market. It is expected that this programme will save 500 MW. 
* Traffic lights and public lighting: All traffic lights and public lights will be 
converted to solar power with a battery backup. This is another extensive project 
that will cost approximately about R400 million. It will be another opportunity for 
employment creation and skills development. 
* Hospitality industry: The Department of Trade and Industry will proclaim that the 
hospitality industry convert all water heating to solar power. The water heating 
method can be in the form of solar pre-heaters, ensuring that electricity is not used 
whenever there is enough solar radiation available to heat water. 

In the medium to long term measures will include the implementation of the 
Electricity Regulation Act to reduce consumption by 10-15% over time. Targets will be 
set for each sector of the economy according to their specific needs and 
circumstances. There will be exemptions for special cases like hospitals, essential 
services and security installations. 

There would also be adjustments to the tariff regime to reflect the actual cost of 
providing electricity. Among other things, this will encourage more prudent use of 
electricity. The NWC underlined the need to ensure that these and other measures do 
not adversely affect the poor or limit the access of previously under-serviced 
communities to this basic need. 

Another measure that will be pursued is co-generation, whereby companies produce 
their own electricity through, for example, converting into electricity any energy 
released in the normal course of their operations. Any surplus electricity could be 
sold to the national electricity grid. 

A people's contract to conserve 

All of these measures will require that all sectors and all citizens work together in 
a concerted effort to reduce the amount of electricity consumed. 

The ANC has been encouraged by the positive response from stakeholders and, in 
particular, from members of the broader public, who are determined to ensure that the 
country overcomes this challenge. It therefore calls on all South Africans to rally 
behind these energy efficiency initiatives to ensure the current electricity 
shortages do not stand in the way of the growth and development of our nation. 

MORE INFORMATION: 

National Electricity Emergency Programme 
http://www.info.gov.za/speeches/2008/08012511151001.htm 

ELECTRICITY CRISIS II 

An urgent national priority 

The challenges facing the country's electricity supply system should be seen as an 
urgent national priority that must be tackled with serious and determination. This 
was the central message emerging from a parliamentary debate this week. Forthe 
benefit of ANC Today readers we reproduce below extracts from selected speeches made·- .· 
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during the debate. 

A partnership between government and the people 

Addressing the joint sitting of Parliament, Minister of Minerals and Energy Buyelwa 
Sonjica said: 

"We would like to thank all South Africans for the overwhelming response to our calls 
to save electricity. The main contributing factors to the challenge facing us today 
are the unprecedented and unanticipated rate at which we are economically growing as 
a country; to a certain extent, the expansion of electricity services to previously 
unserved areas in the context of ensuring a better life to all South Africans. 

"When we took over the country in 1994, growth had stagnated, with over 3000 MW 
excess capacity of plant in a mothballed state after they had been decommissioned. 
Our emphasis as the ANC in line with our vision was to use the excess supply for 
growth but also to turn excess into access for those who needed this basic service. A 
legitimate question that always arises is 'why did we not foresee this problem?' 

"The major task of the ANC when it took power in 1994, was to revitalise the economy 
and extend services to the majority of our people. When we experienced electricity 
demand growth of 3.34% and 7.1 % in 2002 and 2003 respectively, projections were 
revised and it was confirmed that new power generation would be required in 2007. In 
September 2003, the department informed cabinet that South Africa was running out of 
excess capacity faster than expected and that additional capacity would be required 
in 2007. The lead-time for such projects is approximately three years and therefore a 
decision was required as soon as possible. 

"Cabinet approval was subsequently acquired for proposals that were geared towards 
ensuring that South Africa had adequate electricity supply going forward. The key 
decisions made by cabinet included that: 

* Eskom should be instructed to ensure security of supply up to 2007, including the 
building of new power stations if necessary in the short term; 
* 70% of new capacity required beyond 2008 would be commissioned by Eskom. For the 
remaining 30% of required capacity beyond 2008, a process to bring independent power 
producers (IPP) into the system would be started in 2005; 
* Eskom be instructed to aggressively pursue demand-side management strategies, with 
clearly defined targets. 

"We are all aware that we have a national emergency which calls upon each and every 
one of us to contribute towards the management of this situation. We are calling for 
a partnership between the people of South Africa and government. We have had a series 
of meetings with stakeholders, discussing approaches to dealing with this problem. We 
have since put together a National Electricity Emergency Programme which speaks to 
the supply and demand side management of the situation. In our view, the demand-side 
management can be a quick win because it entails using energy efficiently and this 
can be done now. 

"I would like once again to thank the South Africans for helping us thus far. We 
thank them for their patience and support. We acknowledge that some of these tips are 
being practised, but we would like all of us to continue with even more 
consciousness. We are confident that we have the ability to turn the situation 
around. We reassure the South African community and the world at large that the 2010 
FIFA World Cup is not under threat. ··· · 
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Promoting sound energy policies 

In his contribution to the debate the newly-appointed chairperson of the portfolio 
committee on minerals and energy, Nqaba Ngcobo, said: 

"Energy is crucial to the economic progress and social development of nations. The 
development of new technologies and emergence of new production processes during the 
19th and 20th centuries enabled an increase in productivity through the substitution 
of mechanical power for human and animal power. This in turn led to unprecedented 
economic growth and improved living standards as well as, of course, large increases 
in energy consumption. 

"Electrification has played a pivotal role in social development and welfare by 
making possible greater access to information via radio and television, providing a 
cleaner, more efficient means of storing and preparing food, and controlling enclosed 
environments to provide warmth and cooling. In the industrialised society of the 21st 
century, energy is necessary in order that modern economic activity would not cease 
and modern standards of living would not diminish. Due to the importance of energy to 
economic and social progress, it is difficult to separate an input on energy demand 
from energy policy. In fact a reoccurring theme in energy economies in general has 
been that of energy security. 

"Thus projections of energy demand are necessary to develop national energy policies 
aimed at minimising exposure to international price fluctuations and maximising 
energy availability. On a less global scale, projections of energy demand are also 
important to the development of corporate business plans and the establishment of 
operational parameters for public utilities such as the Eskoms of our country that 
must develop strategies to fulfil public service obligations. Thus the modelling and 
projection of energy demand is very important in the formation of policy in general 
at both national and local levels as well as in the private sector. Sound energy 
policy must be predetermined by an adequate understanding of the economies of energy. 

"The projections of energy are generally concerned with the manner in which both 
non-renewable and renewable energy resources are allocated over time and across 
space. A resource is considered non-renewable when the sum over time of the services 
it provides are finite, or at least not replaceable in a reasonable time frame. 
Energy economists have been largely concerned hitherto with the allocation of 
non-renewable resources simply because global energy consumption has consisted 
largely of the consumption of fossil fuels. There have been numerous classic papers 
as well as theoretical studies of optimal depletion rates associated with pricing 
rules given different sets of assumptions as well as empirical studies designed to 
test such theories. In all these assumptions and theories there has been an apparent 
disregard for the impact of still under-appreciated factors such as technological 
change in the extractive industry, development of lower cost alternatives, an 
expansion of the resource base through exploration activities, influenced predictions 
by many scholars and industry analysts in the late-1970s and early-1980s that oil 
prices would top $100 a barrel by 2000. 

"If these observations and international experiences can be taken on board by our 
public utilities in collaboration with the Department of Minerals and Energy, as well 
as Parliament, over and above what our ANC-led Cabinet has recommended to our society 
as a 10 point plan to save energy, we will again emerge as a winning nation ready to 
host the 2010 World Cup with expected success." 

Other countries have done it 
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In her address to the joint sitting, chairperson of the portfolio committee on public 
enterprises, Fatima Chohan, said 

"The load shedding we have all experienced over the last few weeks are at the very 
least irritating, aggravating and frustrating. But to some, particularly those who 
are shift workers and those who own small businesses, the outages mean the loss of 
essential income required to make ends meet. These are the people that we are most 
concerned for during this time. 

"I would like to share a conversation I had with the chairman of the Public Utility 
Commission in the state of Pennsylvania, Mr Wendell F Holland, who is currently 
visiting South Africa. He said, 'what your country is experiencing is not blackouts 
of the nature of a systems failure. You are experiencing load shedding - which is an 
engineering solution to an engineering problem.' 

"He said 'these are no way near the blackouts experienced in some major cities 
globally'. He reminded me of the fact that some major cities were without any power 
at all for two weeks. He said if you think people are angry in this country imagine 
the rage when the national power grid collapses and people in a major city in America 
have no power for two weeks without respite. Load shedding prevents the collapse of 
the national power grid - it is a preventative intervention. 

"If we recall the so-called Northeast Blackout of 2003, that occurred in parts of 
North-Eastern and Midwestern United States and Ontario Canada on 14 August 2003, it 
affected one third of the population of Canada and 40 million people in eight US 
states. 

"The cause of the blackout was the shutting down of 265 power plants; 22 of which 
were nuclear stations. The incident was referred to as 'Power meltdown 2003'. 
Although more people were affected by blackouts in Italy six weeks later, I use this 
example to highlight that the power suppliers in the US are in fact private players. 
This idea being mooted by the Democratic Alliance (DA) that Eskom should be 
privatised immediately and that will bring an end to our woes, is a deeply flawed 
argument. The US/Canada Task force report found that the cause of "power meltdown 
2003" was found to the First Energy Corporation's failure to trim overgrown trees 
that had come into contact with the high voltage transmission lines, as well as a 
malfunction in the early warning system. Generally then the problem was a lack of 
maintenance. 

"The fall-out was huge - transportation failures, communication failures, sewerage 
flowed into rivers; Manhattan, including Wall Street and the United Nations, was 
completely shut down. Six-hundred subway and railcars were trapped between stations, 
and in Ottawa water pumps stopped working. Emergency services responded to 80,000 
calls for help and 3,000 fires caused mainly because of candle use. 

"Capital markets are the lifeline of utilities like Eskom. These markets are highly 
attuned to perception and speculation. We must be alive to the perceptions we create 
when we make reckless statements and hysterical comment does harm to investors 
confidence and the pliancy of capital markets. It is up to us - all of us as 
policymakers - to inspire this confidence while not being complacent about any 
challenge faced by the utility. 

"And there is much to be confident about. Eskom is one of the top 10 utilities in the 
world by generation capacity and among the top 11 by sales. There have been 
insinuations and distortions in the media about neighbouring countries. Eskom 
generates approximately 95% of electricity used in South Africa and approximately 45% : 

Page 6 j 



(~200l3/02/01) Logavinogarie Reddy - ANC Today 1 February 2008 

·. of electricity used in Africa. We were assured in the portfolio committee hearings that customer states are treated like all customers. Some contractual agreements allow Eskom to cease supply during critical periods while other more firm obligations visit the same conditions on customer state as would be experienced by any South African consumer. So if there is load shedding in Cape Town, there will be load shedding in the customer state. 

"As far as supplying energy to the neighbouring countries is concerned this amounts to approximately 4% of the energy generated and most of this relates to 'unfirm contractual' obligations, which means essentially that when the country experiences a shortage we very quickly stop electricity supplies to our neighbours. This no doubt results in hardships in those states and we are fortunate to, through sound management of our bilateral relations, still continue to enjoy good neighbourly relationships and we do have to thank those countries for their understanding and their sharing of the burden with us. 

"The issue of skill shortages at Eskom has also been raised. No doubt that while skill shortages are generally experienced, Eskom will not be immune to these challenges. The current load exercise is hardly due to a lack of skill staff though. It is important that this Parliament extend its gratitude to those people who operate power stations and the national grid and to ensure that during this time of high volume maintenance and high operating demands that they diligently do their jobs. 

"Electrical power can't be stored over extended periods of time. Electricity is generally consumed less than a second after being produced. The demand load on any power grid must be matched by the supply to it. Any under or overload to a generator can cause costly damages and hard to repair damage so the power grid is disconnected if a serious imbalance occurs. To revive the system can take up to six weeks. The prospect is one that we should do well to consider in our usage of this commodity over the next few weeks. We need to succeed in this national effort. Other countries have done it before. Brazil did it in the 1980s and so can we. 

MORE INFORMATION: 

Speeches from Parliamentary Debate, 30 January 2008 
http://www.anc.org.za/caucus/list.php?type=Speeches&year=2008 

This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2008/ato4.htm 

To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANC Today mailing list go to: http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 

---------------
anctoday mailing list 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 



~~~8) Logavinogari~-~~~~-y -ANC Today 15 December 2006 
•· ······•-•·•·······-· .. ·-··-····-······ .. ·-·-·--·· .. ···-·-·--• ... · ... --P-a-ge~1 I ···-····-···----------------~ 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

ANC Today 

ANC Today <anctoday@lists.anc.org.za> "ANC Today" <anctoday@lists.anc.org.za> 2006/12/15 03:37 PM 
ANG Today 15 December 2006 

----------------------------------------------------
Volume 6, No. 49. 15-21 December 2006 

THIS WEEK: 

* Letter from the President: Global challenges demand multilateral solutions! 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Global challenges demand multilateral solutions! 

On Wednesday, 6 December, we were privileged to participate in a moving ceremony in Kinshasa, the capital of the Democratic Republic of Congo (ORC), convened to inaugurate Joseph Kabila as the first democratically elected President of the DRC for more than four decades. 

For us, the Africans who witnessed this Presidential Inauguration, having come from North, West, Central, East and Southern Africa, the ceremony represented a proud moment of African achievement and a harbinger of a great future for our continent. 

Undoubtedly, all of us understood very clearly that despite the unquestionable fact that President Kabila's inauguration represented a watershed in the evolution of the DRC and Africa, both the DRC and our continent are still faced with major challenges along the road towards the reconstruction of the DRC as a stable and prosperous democracy. 
The vitally strategic significance of the inauguration was that it marked a decisive step forward in the consolidation of the necessary foundation on which will be built the stable and prosperous democracy towards which the Congolese people have aspired for many decades, and which Africa needs as a critically essential driving force in the historic effort to unite Africa and achieve its renaissance. 

The Presidential Inauguration made the firm statement that the Congolese people have put in place a realistic roadmap for the successful reconstruction and development of the DRC, which derives its legitimacy from the fact that it is mandated by the Congolese people. 
It made the statement that all that needs to be done by the Congolese people, supported by the peoples of Africa and the friends of Africa from elsewhere in the world, is to respect and follow the roadmap they have 
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themselves elaborated, determined to overcome the obstacles they will 
inevitably come across during their advance towards the realisation of the 
goal of reconstructing the DRC as the shining African star that it will 
surely be. 

On the same day, 6 December, that the Congolese people presented themselves 
and our continent with a gift of hope, an important document was issued in 
an important country across the Atlantic Ocean, the United States of 
America. This was the Report of the US Iraq Study Group, which had been 
chaired jointly by the former US Republican Party Secretary of State, James 
A Baker 111, and the former US Democratic Party Congressman, Lee H Hamilton. 

It so happened that we, for our part, arrived in Kinshasa, DRC on the 
morning of 6 December, and then left Kinshasa in the afternoon of the same 
day, travelling to Washington DC, USA. As we landed at Ndjili International 
Airport in Kinshasa we knew that ahead of us was an historic occasion that 
would be characterised by joy and hope. As we landed at Andrews Air Force 
Base in the USA, not knowing what the Iraq Study Group would have said, we 
nevertheless knew that its Report would necessarily remind us of the pain 
and despair that currently defines the lives of the sister people of Iraq. 

We had not travelled to the United States to discuss Iraq. We had accepted 
the important invitation of President George W Bush to meet him and other 
members of his Administration with the agreed intention principally further 
to strengthen the good relations that exist between our two governments and 
peoples, and to discuss what more should be done to promote the African 
agenda focused on peace and stability, including the urgent resolution of 
the conflict in Darfur, Sudan, strengthening democracy, and the 
implementation of the NEPAD programme, to accelerate the development of our 
continent. 

Necessarily, we also reflected on other global issues. These included the 
issues of the resolution of the Palestine-Israel conflict, the similar 
resolution of the tension relating to Iran and nuclear technology, the 
completion of the negotiations relating to the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) Doha Development Round, international terrorism, and the restructuring 
of the United Nations (UN), especially the Security Council. 

>From media reports, we were aware that President Bush and the rest of the 
>US Government were involved in an intense internal consultation process 
>relating to the challenging Iraq question. According to these reports, 
>apart from studying the Report of the Iraq Study Group, the US Government 
>would also reflect on proposals that would be made by the US State 
>Department, the Pentagon, and the US National Security Council. Common 
>sense therefore dictated that 8 December, the day we met President Bush, 
>was not the appropriate moment to discuss Iraq. 

And yet we knew that our own people, our Government and our continent are 
deeply concerned about what is happening in Iraq today and what will happen 
to Iraq tomorrow. Together we are deeply concerned about what is happening 
in the Middle East and West Asia today, and what will happen to this region 
tomorrow. 

Inevitably, we will have to engage the US Government, the peoples and 
Governments of the Middle East and West Asia, and the rest of the world 
about what is happening in this region today, and what will happen tomorrow. 
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The fact that in a mere fortnight our country will take its seat as a 
non-permanent Member of the UN Security Council emphasises precisely this imperative, that the future of the region we have mentioned is a matter of vital and urgent importance both to our country and our continent. 

In this context, we too must take very seriously the observations made by the Baker-Hamilton Iraq Study Group, which relate not only to Iraq, but also to the rest of the Middle East and West Asia. The stark reality is that our country and continent, like the rest of the world, however geographically distant from the Middle East and West Asia, cannot isolate themselves from any meltdown that might affect this region of our common world. 

As a consequence of this, it stands to reason that regardless of what might have happened in the past, and is happening now, affecting the Middle East and West Asia, we, together with the rest of humanity, must position ourselves as part of a sustained, concerted and determined global effort to defuse the extremely dangerous situation currently prevailing in the region. 

Together, we must go further and help to create the conditions for the resolution of the fundamental problems that have led to the explosive situation in the Middle East and West Asia identified in the Report of the Iraq Study Group. Among other things, this Report says: 

"The situation in Iraq is grave and deteriorating. There is no path that can guarantee success, but the prospects can be improved ... 

"The challenges in Iraq are complex. Violence is increasing in scope and lethality. It is fed by a Sunni Arab insurgency, Shiite militias and death squads, al Qaeda, and widespread criminality. Sectarian conflict is the principal challenge to stability. The Iraqi people have a democratically elected government, yet it is not adequately advancing national 
reconciliation, providing basic security, or delivering essential services. Pessimism is pervasive ... 

"If the situation continues to deteriorate, the consequences could be severe. A slide toward chaos could trigger the collapse of Iraq's government and a humanitarian catastrophe. Neighbouring countries could intervene. Sunni-Shia clashes could spread. Al Qaeda could win a propaganda victory and expand its base of operations ... 

"There is no guarantee for success in Iraq. The situation in Baghdad and several provinces is dire. The level of violence is high and growing. There is great suffering, and the daily lives of many Iraqis show little or no 
improvement. Pessimism is pervasive. 

"Iraq is vital to regional and even global stability ... Because of the 
gravity of Iraq's condition and the country's vital importance, the United States is facing one of its most difficult and significant international 
challenges in decades. Because events in Iraq have been set in motion by American decisions and actions, the United States has both a national and a moral interest in doing what it can to give Iraqis an opportunity to avert anarchy ... 

"Sectarian violence causes the largest number of Iraqi civilian casualties. Iraq is in the grip of a deadly cycle: Sunni insurgent attacks spark 
large-scale Shia reprisals, and vice versa. Groups of Iraqis are often found 



bound and executed, their bodies dumped in rivers or fields. 

"The perception of unchecked violence emboldens militias, shakes confidence in the government, and leads Iraqis to flee to places where their sect is the majority and where they feel they are in less danger. In some parts of Iraq - notably in Baghdad - sectarian cleansing is taking place. The United Nations estimates that 1.6 million are displaced within Iraq, and up to 1.8 million Iraqis have fled the country ... 

"The prevalence of militias sends a powerful message: political leaders can preserve and expand their power only if backed by armed force. Criminality also makes daily life unbearable for many Iraqis. Robberies, kidnappings, and murder are commonplace in much of the country. Organised criminal rackets thrive, particularly in unstable areas like Anbar province. Some criminal gangs cooperate with, finance, or purport to be part of the Sunni insurgency or a Shiite militia in order to gain legitimacy ... 

"Despite a massive effort, stability in Iraq remains elusive and the 
situation is deteriorating. The Iraqi government cannot now govern, sustain, and defend itself without the support of the United States. Iraqis have not been convinced that they must take responsibility for their own future. Iraq's neighbours and much of the international community have not been persuaded to play an active and constructive role in supporting Iraq. The ability of the United States to shape outcomes is diminishing. Time is running out. .. 

"If the situation in Iraq continues to deteriorate, the consequences could be severe for Iraq, the United States, the region, and the world. Continuing violence could lead toward greater chaos, and inflict greater suffering upon the Iraqi people. A collapse of Iraq's government and economy would further cripple a country already unable to meet its people's needs. Iraq's security forces could split along sectarian lines. 

"A humanitarian catastrophe could follow as more refugees are forced to relocate across the country and the region. Ethnic cleansing could escalate. The Iraqi people could be subjected to another strongman who flexes the political and military muscle required to impose order amid anarchy. 
Freedoms could be lost. 

"Other countries in the region fear significant violence crossing their 
borders. Chaos in Iraq could lead those countries to intervene to protect their own interests, thereby perhaps sparking a broader regional war. Turkey could send troops into northern Iraq to prevent Kurdistan from declaring independence. Iran could send in troops to restore stability in southern Iraq and perhaps gain control of oil fields ... 

"Ambassadors from neighbouring countries told us that they fear the distinct possibility of Sunni-Shia clashes across the Islamic world. Many expressed a fear of Shia insurrections - perhaps fomented by Iran - in Sunni-ruled states. Such a broader sectarian conflict could open a Pandora's box of problems - including the radicalisation of populations, mass movements of populations, and regime changes - that might take decades to play out. If the instability in Iraq spreads to the other Gulf States, a drop in oil 
production and exports could lead to a sharp increase in the price of oil and thus could harm the global economy. 
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"Terrorism could grow. As one Iraqi official told us, 'Al Qaeda is now a franchise in Iraq, like McDonald's.' Left unchecked, al Qaeda in Iraq could continue to incite violence between Sunnis and Shia. A chaotic Iraq could provide a still stronger base of operations for terrorists who seek to act regionally or even globally ... 

"These and other predictions of dire consequences in Iraq and the region are by no means a certainty. Iraq has taken several positive steps since Saddam Hussein was overthrown: Iraqis restored full sovereignty, conducted open national elections, drafted a permanent constitution, ratified that constitution, and elected a new government pursuant to that constitution. 

"Iraqis may become so sobered by the prospect of an unfolding civil war and intervention by their regional neighbours that they take the steps necessary to avert catastrophe. But at the moment, such a scenario seems implausible because the Iraqi people and their leaders have been slow to demonstrate the capacity or will to act. 

"Iraq cannot be addressed effectively in isolation from other major regional issues, interests, and unresolved conflicts. To put it simply, all key issues in the Middle East - the Arab-Israeli conflict, Iraq, Iran, the need for political and economic reforms, and extremism and terrorism - are inextricably linked ... 

To respond to this eminently difficult situation, the Baker-Hamilton Iraq Study Group recommended that, among other things, the US and Iraq Governments should work to establish an Iraq Support Group. It said that this Group "should consist of Iraq and all the states bordering Iraq, including Iran and Syria; the key regional states, including Egypt and the Gulf States; the five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council; the European Union; and, of course, Iraq itself. Other countries for instance, Germany, Japan and South Korea - that might be willing to contribute to resolving political, diplomatic, and security problems affecting Iraq, could also become members." 

This proposal contains the critically important observation that the grave situation in the Middle East and West Asia demands the concerted attention and action of both the countries in the region and the rest of the world. But the question can no longer be avoided - is it not time that the United Nations, genuinely representing all nations, assumes its rightful position and leads a global process to address all the inter-connected challenges facing the peoples of the Middle East and West Asia! 

None of us is entitled to succumb to a destructive paralysis by resigning ourselves to the expectation that the sister peoples of the Middle East and West Asia are ineluctably condemned to be consumed by an unstoppable conflagration, foretold by current events as an impending and modern frightening apocalypse, as a result of which mere anarchy would be loosed upon the world. The ominous and deeply disturbing situation described by the Baker-Hamilton Iraq Study Group underlines the point that global challenges that threaten the whole world demand multilateral solutions. 

Thabo Mbeki 

-----------------------------------------------------------
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VIEW OF THE EDITOR <Viewpoint - Smuts Ngonyama> 

Is the Gautrain an ANC gravy train? 

Last week we published a letter from ANC President Thabo Mbeki in which he challenged the serious accusation made by the Sunday Times, the DA, SACP and COSATU that leaders of our movement had positioned themselves and abused their positions in government to enrich themselves. 

As they were entitled to, the Sunday Times, the SACP and COSATU have responded to the President's letter, naturally seeking to defend themselves. In turn, our movement issued a public statement responding particularly to COSATU's statement on the President's letter. Below follow further observations we would like to make on this important issue. 

The first point we would like to make is that, proceeding from an entirely false basis, the Sunday Times, the DA, SACP and COSATU decided to mount a determined attack against leaders of the ANC and the ANC itself, accusing us of corrupt practice. 

The second point is that the President's Letter sought to respond to this attack. If we are now faced with a public controversy, which some, for various reasons, might find uncomfortable, these must understand that the ANC did not start the controversy. 

The third point, mentioned in the President's letter, is that even our allies, the SACP and COSATU, made absolutely no effort to contact us to check the veracity of the allegations originally made by the Sunday Times, which consciously and deliberately sought to project some of our leaders, and the ANC as a whole, as a corruptive force deeply embedded in our body politic. 

The fourth point is that our movement, from the President downwards, will consistently and with no apology to anybody, defend itself against all attacks by its opponents, who might seek to misrepresent its positions, question its integrity, and alienate it from the masses of our people, which is what the Sunday Times, the DA, SACP and COSA TU tried to do at the end of November concerning the Gautrain. 

The fifth point is that whatever we might say in this regard, and any other matter in future, including such interventions as our President might make, is not intended to silence anybody. The principle must apply to everybody, without exception, that those who elect to enter into the furnace of robust debate, must not cry foul when they can no longer stand the heat. 

We will not accept the thesis that some, as an expression of the vibrancy of our democracy, are perfectly entitled to attack the ANC and the government, while the ANC and the government, again supposedly as an expression of the vibrancy of our democracy, have a duty to shut up, in the face of a concerted attack. 

The sixth point is that in the event that a robust debate arises affecting any issue, those involved must not expect that they can unilaterally lay down rules prescribing what constitutes legitimate argument, principally to limit the possibility for the ANC and the government to defend themselves. 



The seventh point we would like to make is that, regardless of what others may do, in all instances we will do our best always to respect the truth, refusing to resort to falsehoods and demagogy to promote the goals of the national democratic revolution. 

With regard to this seventh point, relating to the absolute imperative to respect the truth, and in the context of the matters at issue, we would like the Sunday Times, the DA, SACP and COSATU to answer a simple and specific question. 

This simple and specific question is - can this grouping, either individually or collectively, cite one instance over the twelve-and-a-half years since our liberation, when ANC leaders and cadres, from the Presidents and Deputy Presidents, downwards through the Ministers, Deputy Ministers and Premiers, to the Directors General, abused their positions in government to enrich themselves? 

To make it easy for our accusers, we ask them to cite only one instance, and no more. We ask this important question because all the members of the group that launched a hostile offensive against the ANC at the end of November, charging us with corruption, argued that, to use Tony Leon's words, the ANC is affected by "the taint and the whiff of corruption surrounding everything". 

The Sunday Times said: "The Gautrain saga comes amid criticism that large government tenders mainly benefit a well-connected elite." COSATU said: "worryingly growing numbers of ANC and government leaders are in the grip of a culture of personal self-enrichment." The SACP said: "The SACP wishes to strongly condemn this as the worst expression of what we have consistently warned against, parasitic capitalism." The DA said that "part of President Thabo Mbeki's legacy would be the speed with which corruption was allowed to flourish, because of the collapse of the boundaries between the ANC and the state". 

We believe we are right to expect that our accusers, having made the serious accusations reported in the preceding paragraph, will have the information at their fingertips showing how the echelon of the ANC leadership cadre in the categories we have mentioned, has acted in a manner that reflects that "worryingly growing numbers of ANC and government leaders are in the grip of a culture of personal self-enrichment". 

In this context we must mention that none of our accusers, including and particularly our allies, the SACP and COSATU, have, in the last twelve-and-a-half years, ever approached the ANC to inform us of any instance of abuse of power by any ANC leader or leaders for personal self-enrichment, urging us to act against the individuals they would have identified. 

Fortunately, the controversy that has arisen around the Gautrain project provides our Allies with an opportunity to correct this obviously unintended shortcoming. In a spirit of "glasnost" - transparency - and accountability to the people, we would accept that as our accusers provide us with the information we request, they should also make this information generally available to the South African public. 

The point at issue is that our accusers allege such widespread and endemic 
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corruption perpetrated by ANC leaders, that this collective of accusers makes bold to assert that the cancer of corruption can justly be 
characterised as "a legacy" of the years of freedom, during which the ANC, especially under the leadership of President Mbeki, went on the rampage corruptly to enrich its "elite". 

It must surely be that this tendency has become so pervasive, and obviously visible even to the naked eye, that COSATU felt compelled to urge that, "it was important for the ANC to maintain the high standards of governance it had brought with it and not sink to the corruption levels prevalent during the apartheid era." 

With regard to all the foregoing, and to repeat, we request that our accusers, severally or collectively, should supply the information about the layer of leadership we have mentioned, which led them to proclaim loudly and publicly, that the ANC has transformed itself into a machinery of 
corruption. 

As editor of this ANC journal, I undertake to publish the evidence they will provide in full, at all costs avoiding any editorial intervention that might seek to change in any way the information that our accusers will provide, to substantiate the charge they have laid at our feet, that we are corrupt. 

With regard to the matter originally raised by the Sunday Times, concerning the personal enrichment of particular leaders of the ANC serving in our system of governance, through the Gautrain project, our accusers will have to respond to the specific facts presented in the President's letter. 

They have to present specific information to show that the President was wrong in his understanding of the facts relevant to this matter, and not hide behind many words that have no meaning in this regard. To resolve this particular debate, all that is required is the public presentation of the 
relevant facts. 

The editor of the Sunday Times, Mondli Makhanya, has made the absurd assertion that the President's message conveyed in his letter was - "Thou shalt not question that upon which I have put my stamp of approval." 

Makhanya knows very well that the President made no such demand, and has never issued any "edict". I know that the President would be very willing to accept that he was wrong, if Makhanya provides facts contrary to those stated in the President's letter. 

Our President belongs to, and has grown up in a movement that has always sought to take its decisions by consensus, achieved through open discussion within its ranks. This practice was sustained even during the 30-year period of our illegality, from 1960 to 1990. 

That process of discussion has always assumed that our leaders have as much a right to participate in any debate as any other member of our movement. The only time that our leaders issue what Makhanya describes as "edicts" is only when they announce the consensus decisions arrived at through open democratic discussion. 

Consistent with this, the President and other leaders of our movement will participate in the national debate on any and all issues of importance to 
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the future of our country, always respecting the truth as they see it. 
People holding responsible positions, such as the editor of the Sunday Times, are at perfect liberty to contest any view advanced by our leadership and movement, with absolutely no fear that we will misuse state power to punish those who differ with us. 

Makhanya has absolutely no basis to assert that when our President wrote a letter to oppose an unadulterated fabrication propagated by the Sunday Times, which alleged corrupt practice, he was issuing what amounts to a Biblical Commandment. Rhetorical flourish does not absolve Makhanya from the obligation to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 

It is perfectly clear to me that, like others, Makhanya believes that he has a right to write and say anything he likes about the ANC and our government. He, like others, entertains the very strange and ridiculous belief that the ANC and our government, especially the President of the ANC and the Republic, have no right to speak out in defence of the ANC and the government. Obviously Makhanya believes that he can silence the President and thus exclude him from the national debate by characterising his 
intervention as "bullying", or some such unacceptable behaviour. 

The President has never demanded obedience to himself. He has never asked that anybody should "just shut up" about anything. He has never expected or demanded that every African should have sufficient pride in himself or herself to repudiate the deeply insulting allegation that our cultures 
condition African men to treat the rape of women as normal behaviour. In this regard he has understood that there might be some among us who have accepted how they are defined by others. 

Neither has he done anything that was intended to compromise the 
independence of the judiciary or the press, contrary to the achievement of these objectives in our democracy, for which members and supporters of the ANC sacrificed their lives. 

The fact might have escaped Makhanya's attention that our President was part of the ANC leadership that was responsible for the drafting and adoption of our Constitution that entrenches the independence of the judiciary and the media. If Makhanya does not know this, we would like to inform him that this Constitution could never have been adopted without, at least, the 
concurrence of the ANC. 

And with regard to the communication of ANC and government policies to the masses of our people, and the interaction of both the ANC and government with these masses, which includes the duty and the exercise of the right of the people to "talk back", it does seem that Makhanya does not live in South Africa. 

His absence from our midst, wherever he may be as a result, has obviously deprived him of the knowledge that our President, our government in all its spheres and the ANC, occupy the front ranks, globally, in terms of sustained, systematic and systemic interaction with the electorate, during which process the people speak out freely and without limitation, always in the presence of the mass media. 

Any President of the ANC, and any ANC President of the Republic, whoever that may be, including President Mbeki, will always speak out to defend the 
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ANC and any government led by the ANC. Makhanya might think that this 
constitutes "bullying". It will never be our fault that the likes of 
Makhanya find it difficult to respond to the rational arguments of our 
leaders and our movement. 

It will not be difficult for the people to see through the fig leaves people 
like Makhanya construct to hide their bankruptcy when they resort to 
unfounded allegations such as "bullying", as they fail to present cogent 
counter-arguments, which prove that our movement is wrong in the positions 
it takes. 

Hopefully, Makhanya will come to understand that the people are not fools. 
This is demonstrated by the fact that throughout the years of our young 
democracy, in our successive elections, ever increasing numbers of our 
people have voted for the ANC to govern our country in all spheres of 
government, reflecting their confidence in our movement as their tried and 
tested representative and leader. In this regard, I accept that the 
obviously learned Editor Makhanya might very well conclude that whereas he 
is wise, the people are fools. 

Clearly, Makhanya wishes that our President becomes "a lonely man". He also 
wishes that our President is faced with the challenge that he is "unable to 
control his party", whatever this means. He also imagines that the President 
is "unsure of his power", whatever this means, and is "fearful of a certain 
policeman", again whatever that means. 

With regard to all this, I would like to remind Makhanya of the English 
proverb: "If wishes were horses, beggars would ride!" Makhanya is at perfect 
liberty to ride his horse, and race away to his heart's content to his world 
of illusions, created by a mirage of wishes. 

Makhanya states that the Gautrain "makes no sense". Again he is free to 
state his opposition to the project, and use the Sunday Times vigorously to 
campaign against this important project, as some in the media campaigned 
vigorously against the construction of the Port of Coega/Ngqura. But 
Makhanya should not rely on fabrications to substantiate his case against 
the Gautrain project, or any other government initiative. 

The hard and naked reality is that, unless they produce facts that prove us 
wrong, the Sunday Times, the DA, SACP and COSATU have absolutely no factual 
basis to substantiate the serious allegation they made with regard to the 
Gautrain, that there was any corrupt government or ministerial intervention 
of any kind, intended to enrich any of the national ministers and other 
leaders of the ANC. Put in plain language, when this strange consortium made 
this allegation, it told a naked lie. 

The question remains to be answered - how did it come about that an absolute 
falsehood could, even temporarily, seem to gain even a veneer of veracity? 

We will continue to argue that this happened because of an entrenched racist 
stereotype that continues to inform much of the public discourse in our 
country and elsewhere in the world. Simply, as all thinking people know very 
well, the power of prejudice is sufficient to displace the truth, taking its 
place as what, ultimately, some journalists, caught in the act of 
misrepresenting reality, will present as "perception", a category of human 
understanding of objective reality that is often used to justify the 
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communication of untruths. 

COSATU has argued that in his letter our President used "the race card". It 
said that our President "throws the race card even against organisations 
whose membership is constituted mainly by the very ANG members he is 
leading". It is most instructive, and perhaps by no means accidental, that 
the standard language of the DA, specifically "the race card", has now found 
a home in the vocabulary of spokespersons of COSATU. 

Of additional interest in this regard is the gross vulgarisation of the 
message our President sought to convey when he wrote about the racist 
stereotype of Africans. For our part, we will continue to assert the obvious 
truth that this stereotyping remains, still, an important feature of our 
national legacy of colonialism and apartheid. 

Some of the ideas of the previously dominant ruling group during the 
centuries of white minority rule in our country continue to influence the 
national consciousness, including some among the formerly oppressed - as 
represented, for instance, by the colloquial expression, "umlungu 
mdala!" -'the white people are blessed with the exclusive wisdom of 
maturity'. 

The first point to make about this is that the COSATU statement was not 
issued by the "membership" to which the COSATU statement referred. Nothing 
has happened that demonstrates that the masses of our working people who 
constitute the membership and supporters of COSATU, many of whom are indeed 
members and supporters of the ANG, agree that their organisation, the ANG, 
is corrupt. 

The second point is that both in 2001 and now, the President referred to the 
prevalence in our society of a racist stereotype that influences everybody, 
regardless of their race and colour. To the extent that this is internalised 
by those who speak for the formerly oppressed, it reflects what the African 
American leader, Malcolm X, described when he spoke about "the house Negro" 
and "the field Negro". 

In terms of our own political history, we know that the Black Consciousness 
Movement, as led by patriots such as Bantu Biko, Barney Pityana, Ongopotse 
Tiro and others, and from which many of us originate, drew attention to the 
submissive slave mentality among some of our people which Malcom X sought to 
oppose and repudiate. None of us can therefore pretend that we do not 
understand how some of us, as black people, can become so enslaved, 
psychologically, that it becomes possible for us to internalise our 
"master's" definition of who we are. 

If we are wrong in making this assertion, those who say we are will have to 
explain how it comes about that our leadership gets smeared with the 
terrible brush of corruption through the abuse of office, when not a single 
fact can be produced to substantiate this allegation. We are certain that 
this is entirely a result of pure, unadulterated prejudice. 

The leadership of the ANC as a whole, and not just the President, is 
convinced that this derives from the racist stereotype that as Africans we 
are inherently corrupt. We know too that the overwhelming majority of our 
country's workers do not believe that we are corrupt and have never made any 
such accusation. Similarly, we are certain that, like the ANC, these workers 
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firmly repudiate the racist stereotype of Africans, and all false 
conclusions that result from this insulting image of our people. 

** Smuts Ngonyama is the ANC Head of Presidency, National Spokesperson and 
Editor of ANC Today. 

MORE INFORMATION: 

'Letter from the President', ANC Today Vol 6 No 48 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2006/at48.htm#preslet 

'It's lonely at the top', Sunday Times 10 December 2006 
http://www.suntimes.co.za/PrintEdition/Article.aspx?id=338608 

This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: 
http://www. anc. org .za/ancdocs/a nctoday /2 006/at49. htm 

To receive ANG Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANG Today mailing list go to: 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 

anctoday mailing list 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Human dignity and a promise made 

When we delivered our government's 2006 State of the Nation Address (SONA) on 3 February, during the traditional Joint Sitting of our Houses of Parliament convened to open the session of the National Parliament for the year, we said: 

"We expect our Minister of Housing and the leadership of the Financial Institutions to reach final agreement without further delay on the modalities for utilising the R42 billion set aside by the financial institutions for housing development for poor and middle-income groups, thus contributing to the National Effort. This is central to the attainment of a society free of shack settlements, in which all our people enjoy decent housing. In this context, I should also mention that government has decided that we must completely eradicate, in the established settlements, the 'bucket toilets' by the end of 2007." 

The poor and previously poor in our society, both black and white, know very well why it was necessary that we mention in the SONA the issue of "bucket toilets", even though this was dealt with only in the single sentence we have just quoted. The brevity in words would not have led these masses to fail to understand the importance of the promise we made, focused on the accomplishment of yet another objective towards the restoration of the human dignity of those who, historically, were oppressed, dispossessed, deprived and marginalised by colonialism and apartheid. 

It may be that those among us who, in their lives, never had occasion to use bucket toilets did not, and do not understand the significance of the commitment we made to the nation on 3 February last year, that we would "completely eradicate, in the established settlements, the 'bucket toilets' by the end of 2007". These would have paid little attention to the statement we made ten months ago, because their life experience, as well as their store of knowledge would not have enabled them either to hear what we said, 
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or understand why such comments had to be made in a SONA 

However, I know that many among today's generations of black people, including some among the very young, know why we made special mention of "bucket toilets". Some among these will know the meaning and origin of such polite phrases as "night soil", used to avoid mention of human faeces. 

They will also be familiar with such ethnic and inherently insulting expressions as "umsebenzi wamaBhaca", (the vocational work of the Bhaca people), intended to assure themselves and all concerned that only a tiny minority from within their ranks was involved in the dehumanising work of removing the "night soil", at night. 

They will understand the phenomenon of a seeming cultural and stubborn attachment of an entire people to words that seek to avoid direct verbal expression of reality, which suggests an ostrich like instinct to deny the actuality of the truth. 

They will understand and persist in the stubbornness inspired by the intimate personal reference that attaches to the issue of "bucket toilets", and therefore its direct and immediate relevance to their deep-seated desire, which is incapable of alienation from any and all human beings, for respect for their human dignity. 

Perhaps the most distinguishing and therefore central feature of our struggle for national liberation, liberation from colonialism and apartheid, has been the assertion in principle and in practice, of the human dignity of the black oppressed. All else mattered little, provided that whatever else happened, the end result would be the restoration and respect of our dignity as human beings. 

We are about to celebrate the 13th anniversary of our liberation. During this period of freedom, we came to measure what we now celebrate, by referring to jobs created, the numbers with access to social grants, the free houses built, access to free basic services, access to health care, free education, and so on. 

Unintentionally, and perhaps subconsciously, again perhaps because no statistical instrument exists to measure this, we have avoided confronting ourselves with the challenge to measure the progress we have made to restore the human dignity of the formerly politically oppressed - the black masses who constitute the overwhelming majority of our people. 

At the same time, in its collective memory, our movement has never lost sight of the central imperative to ensure that whatever else our liberation would mean, it had to address the fundamental and critical issue of the restoration and defence of our dignity as Africans. 

Having won political power in 1994 and having retained it since then, we have to define for our country and persuade all our people, black and white, to accept the steps we will have to take, that will advance the objective that is impossible to measure in statistical terms. 

In scientific terms, the objective to estimate the achievement of human dignity becomes very difficult, despite its material and political reality. This is because, in philosophical terms, it must take into account both the 
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complex of obseNable contemporary human relations, and respect the functioning of the human mind. 

Despite this, on all occasions when we have informed the masses of our people of the commitment we have made to end the bucket system, as during the various izimbizo, invariably they respond to this announcement with great warmth and enthusiasm. I have no doubt that the people respond in this manner because they understand very well how important this is to the restoration of the dignity of those affected. 

And thus we return to the supremely important national and continental matter of the political objectives of the masses of our people, and the relationship of this to the critical matter of "bucket toilets", and the related restoration of the dignity of the African masses, at home, on the African Continent, and the African Diaspora. 

In 1892, addressing the challenge of the restoration of African dignity in a pamphlet entitled "A Talk Upon My Native Land", the future first President of the ANC, the Rev John L Dube, recited these words: 

"Hail, 0 Africa, thy ransom! Raise to heaven thy grateful song! Last in rank among the nations, Thou shalt lead the choral throng, - Land of promise! Thy Redeemer's praise prolong!" 

In his famous 1906 article, "The Regeneration of Africa", the principal convenor of the conference that formed the ANC in 1912, Pixley ka lsaka Seme said: 

"Oh, for that historian who, with the open pen of truth, will bring to Africa's claim the strength of written proof. He will tell of a race whose onward tide was often swelled with tears, but in whose heart bondage has not quenched the fire of former years. He will write that in these later days when Earth's noble ones are named, she has a roll of honor too, of whom she is not ashamed. The giant is awakening! From the four corners of the earth Africa's sons, who have been proved through fire and sword, are marching to the future's golden door bearing the records of deeds of valor done ... 

"The regeneration of Africa means that a new and unique civilization is soon to be added to the world. The African is not a proletarian in the world of science and art. He has precious creations of his own, of ivory, of copper and of gold, fine, plated willow-ware and weapons of superior workmanship. Civilization resembles an organic being in its development - it is born, it perishes, and it can propagate itself. More particularly, it resembles a plant, it takes root in the teeming earth, and when the seeds fall in other soils new varieties sprout up. The most essential departure of this new civilization is that it shall be thoroughly spiritual and humanistic -indeed a regeneration moral and eternal!" 

The first President of the ANC Youth League, Anton Lembede, extolled this vision in his 1946 article on the "Policy of the Congress Youth League", in which he said: 

"The divine destiny of the African people is National Freedom. Unless Africans achieve national freedom as early as possible they will be confronted with the impending doom and imminent catastrophe of extermination; they will not be able to survive the satanic forces economic, 
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social and political, unleashed against them ... Moral and physical 
degeneration is assuming alarming proportions. Moral and spiritual 
degeneration manifests itself in such abnormal and pathological phenomena as 
loss of self-confidence, inferiority complex, a feeling of frustration, the 
worship and idolisation of whitemen, foreign leaders and ideologies. All 
these are symptoms of a pathological state of mind ... 

"It will only be when Africans are free that they will be able to exploit 
fully and bring to fruition their divine talent and contribute something new 
towards the general welfare and prosperity of Mankind; and it will only be 
then that Africans will enter on a footing of equality with other nations of 
the world into the commonwealth of nations; and only then will Africans 
occupy their rightful and honourable place among the nations of the world." 

In his Nobel Peace Prize lecture delivered in Oslo in 1961, lnkosi Albert 
Luthuli said: 

"The revolutionary stirrings of our continent are setting the past aside. 
Our people everywhere from north to south of the continent are reclaiming 
their land, their right to participate in government, their dignity as men, 
their nationhood. Thus, in the turmoil of revolution, the basis for peace 
and brotherhood in Africa is being restored by the resurrection of national 
sovereignty and independence, of equality and the dignity of man ... 

"Still licking the scars of past wrongs perpetrated on her, could (Africa) 
not be magnanimous and practise no revenge? Her hand of friendship 
scornfully rejected, her pleas for justice and fair-play spurned, should she 
not nonetheless seek to turn enmity into amity? Though robbed of her lands, 
her independence and opportunities - this, oddly enough, often in the name 
of civilization and even Christianity, should she not see her destiny as 
being that of making a distinctive contribution to human progress and human 
relationships with a peculiar new African flavour enriched by the diversity 
of cultures she enjoys, thus building on the summits of present human 
achievement an edifice that would be one of the finest tributes to the 
genius of man? 

"She should see this hour of her fulfilment as a challenge to her to labour 
on until she is purged of racial domination, and as an opportunity of 
reassuring the world that her national aspiration lies, not in overthrowing 
white domination to replace it by a black caste, but in building a 
non-racial democracy that shall be a monumental brotherhood, a 'brotherly 
community' with none discriminated against on grounds of race or colour." 

In his Inauguration Address in 1994, the first President of liberated South 
Africa, Nelson Mandela, said: 

"We have triumphed in the effort to implant hope in the breasts of the 
millions of our people. We enter into a covenant that we shall build the 
society in which all South Africans, both black and white, will be able to 
walk tall, without any fear in their hearts, assured of their inalienable 
right to human dignity - a rainbow nation at peace with itself and the 
world ... Never, never and never again shall it be that this beautiful land 
will again experience the oppression of one by another and suffer the 
indignity of being the skunk of the world ... The sun shall never set on so 
glorious a human achievement!" 
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For over 100 years, the leaders and representatives of our people have 
emphasised that a fundamental outcome of our emancipation from colonial and 
white minority domination must be the restoration of the dignity of the 
African people everywhere and the elevation of Africa to her rightful place 
among the rest of humanity. 

As we work today, during the year of the 95th anniversary of the ANC that 
has upheld this vision throughout its life, we must constantly ask ourselves 
the question - what progress are we making towards creating the "new 
civilisation.that [is]. .. thoroughly spiritual and humanistic -- indeed a 
regeneration moral and eternal!" 

The provision of decent sanitation for all our people will mark an important 
step forward along the long road towards the construction of this new 
civilisation. It is therefore imperative that we honour the commitment we 
made to the people, to end the dehumanising system of bucket toilets in all 
our formal settlements. Thus will we demonstrate that we fully understand 
the message handed down to us through the generations, that "Last in rank 
among the nations, Thou shalt lead the choral throng, -Land of promise!" 

Thabo Mbeki 

SAFER COMMUNITIES 

Concerted fight against crime must be grounded in reality 

If South Africa is going to achieve success in the struggle for a society 
that is safe and secure, it will need to respond in unity and with 
determination on the basis of a realistic and factual understanding of the 
extent of crime in the country. 

This was the position of the ANC's National Executive Committee (NEC) as it 
emerged from its annual lekgotla last week. It was echoing the call it made 
in the January 8th Statement that during the course of 2007, "we need to 
make every possible effort decisively to tackle this challenge, drawing on 
the resources and capacity of all sectors of society in a united front 
against crime." 

This effort needs to be undertaken together with the broader national effort 
to defeat poverty through accelerated and shared growth and intensified 
interventions to improve the lives of the poor. These are all critical parts 
of the mission of the democratic movement to eradicate all the vestiges of 
our colonial and apartheid past. 

In the face of a sustained campaign by some to seek political gain from the 
problem of crime, the people of South Africa need to maintain a steady focus 
on the key problems, challenges and practical tasks that need to be 
undertaken to defeat this scourge. We cannot allow this important work to be 
diverted by the feverish denouncements that have preoccupied so many in the 
media in the two weeks since the ANC presented the fight against crime as 
one its priority tasks for the year. The most vehement criticism has been 
reserved for those who have dared to suggest that our efforts should be 
guided by concrete reality rather than by alarmist hyperbole. 
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In the January 8th statement, the NEC said: "In the decade before the 
democratic breakthrough of 1994, the devastating impact of apartheid social 
and economic policies and the use of the police services as instruments of 
repression gave rise to a dramatic growth in levels of crime and violence in 
our society. 

"This scourge has continued to bedevil our young democracy. Though progress 
has been made in gradually reducing levels of most categories of serious 
crime, crime continues to impact severely on the quality of life on our 
people. Without decisive action to curb crime, it could undermine our 
efforts to ensure the country is able to realise its social and economic 
potential. 

"As we have consistently said, our response to crime must be based on a 
clear understanding of the causes of crime and the various forms that it 
takes across society. Our response needs to be well-considered, effectively 
coordinated and comprehensive. It also needs to be sustainable and its 
progress measurable." 

Among other things, this effort will require a close examination of crime 
trends since our democratic breakthrough of 1994 (and even before). It 
demands an honest assessment of the crime statistics, and how crime patterns 
have changed in response to crime-fighting efforts, demographic shifts, 
social development and other factors. 

Contrary to the claims peddled by many in the public arena, these statistics 
indicate that the incidence of crime as a whole has decreased in the period 
since the advent of democracy. The crime rate, which is the number of 
serious crimes per 100,000 of the population, declined by 10% between 1994 
and 2006. Categories of crime such as murder, attempted murder, assault, car 
theft and burglary have dropped steadily over the last four to five years. 

Although there is absolutely no factual basis for the claim that the 
incidence of crime has increased significantly since the advent of democracy 
or that "crime is out of control", the statistics clearly point to the fact 
that - as with poverty and unemployment - there is still much work to be 
done. 

"To this end, we have worked since 1994 to transform the South African 
Police Service (SAPS) and other institutions of the criminal justice system 
to serve all our people more effectively and to work to safeguard their 
safety and security. We have increased the numbers of police personnel, 
improved systems of coordination and management, and improved the efficiency 
of our courts and prosecution services. 

"Yet we have recognised from the birth of our democracy that these efforts 
will not succeed unless we make tangible progress in addressing those 
socio-economic conditions that feed crime and violence. We have recognised 
that the police service and government agencies cannot fight crime alone, 
and that it requires the involvement and active participation of all 
communities and all sections of society to meet this challenge," the NEC 
said in the January 8th Statement. 

The lekgotla last weekend endorsed the implementation of an extensive mass 
campaign to mobilise communities to assume leadership in the struggle for 
peace, stability and safer places to live. 

·--·~--··-------····-1 
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Among other things, the campaign will seek to strengthen partnerships 
between communities and the police services, and between the public and 
private sectors. It will focus on the reinvigoration of community policing 
forums as effective and credible sites for coordination, monitoring and 
popular participation. Critically, the campaign will pay particular 
attention to crimes of violence, especially as they affect women and 
children. 

The campaign will also involve practical action to demonstrate support for 
the members of the police service who find themselves on the frontline in 
the fight against crime. Society needs to send a clear message to armed 
criminals that they stand alone. All peace-loving South Africans need to 
unite and work with the police and other security services to ensure that 
such criminals are apprehended and face the full might of the law. Like 
other violent criminals, those who attack police officers should face the 
most stringent of sentences. Attacks on police personnel are a direct 
assault on the people of this country. 

The ANC will therefore seek the broadest participation of all sectors of 
society in this mass campaign to mobilise communities and isolate criminals. 

UN AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

Principled support for democratic change in Myanmar 

The ANC should work, together with other organisations locally and 
internationally, to campaign for the restoration of democracy and human 
rights in Myanmar (Burma), the ANC National Executive Committee said at its 
recent lekgotla. 

The lekgotla endorsed the position taken by the government to vote against 
the UN Security Council resolution on Myanmar on the grounds that the matter 
falls outside the mandate of the Security Council and properly belongs 
within the ambit of the UN Human Rights Council. 

"The meeting reiterated the ANC's deep concern at the situation in Myanmar, 
including widespread repression and the continued house arrest of Aung San 
Suu Kyi, and urged that these matters be taken up through the appropriate 
organs of the UN system," it said. 

The NEC statement supported government's position that Myanmar resolution 
illustrates the importance of safeguarding the integrity of the different UN 
entities. South Africa's vote was in defence of the integrity of the UN 
system, which is made up of different bodies and institutions each with its 
own specific mandate. 

The mandate of the Security Council is to maintain international peace and 
security, while other organs address matters related to human rights 
situations. Like many other countries South Africa was not convinced that 
the situation in Myanmar posed a threat to international peace and security. 
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) said earlier in January 
that Myanmar did not pose a threat to international peace and security. 
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The ANC-led government has pledged that South Africa will continue to 
endeavour to strengthen the capacity of the UN to address global issues and 
promote peace, security and human rights. South Africa is fully committed to 
the UN agenda especially on matters of peace, human rights and development. 
It will continue to condemn the abuse of human rights in all its 
manifestation and wherever they may occur in the world including Myanmar. 

It said South Africa's approach to the work of the Security Council is also 
informed by the need to strengthen multilateralism and the reform of the 
United Nations in general so that is better able to promote international 
peace, security, human rights and development. 

South Africa's position on this matter was also informed by support for the 
UN Secretary General's initiative to address abuse of human rights in 
Myanmar. The special envoy appointed to deal with the situation in Myanmar, 
Professor Ibrahim Gambari, recently visited the country as part of his 
mandate. Gambari briefed the Security Council in November 2006 on his 
interaction with the Myanmar military regime and members of the opposition, 
including political detainees. During his visit he had emphasised the 
importance of the need for the Myanmar government to take concrete steps to 
implement democratic changes and release political prisoners. 

South Africa took the view that the Security Council resolution would 
effectively have undermined the initiative of the UN Secretary General. It 
was a general political statement on the situation in Myanmar and proposed 
no concrete alternative action. It would have undermined initiatives to 
continue to engage the government of Myanmar and could have closed the door 
to private and confidential communications between the UN Secretary General 
and the Myanmar government. 

South Africa's position on the Myanmar resolution was intended to strengthen 
practical efforts within the UN system to achieve democratic change in 
Myanmar. This work needs to be reinforced by an intensification of 
solidarity and support to the people of Myanmar. 

This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2007/at03.htm 

To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANC Today mailing list go to: 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 

anctoday mailing list 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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* Polokwane Resolutions IV: A united Africa begins at home 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Ndlelanhle Nyelezi! 

Tomorrow, on the 9th of February 2008, we shall gather in Uitenhage to salute and pay 
our last respects to Cde Phumzile John Gomomo, the former President of COSATU who 
sadly left us on 22nd of January 2008. 

Some of us will be departing for Tinarha from the beautiful city of Cape Town, 
following today's State of the Nation Address (SoNA) by the President of the 
Republic, Cde Thabo Mbeki. We will be laying Cde Gomomo to rest after an occasion 
that is in itself a reminder and a celebration of the hard won freedom that he 
sacrificed so much for. 

Cde Gomomo, a veteran of the struggle of our people for freedom and justice, led 
COSATU during the taxing transitional period, from 1991 to 1999. This was the hectic 
period of multiparty negotiations, leading to the first democratic elections and the 
beginning of the mammoth task of the fundamental transformation of our country. The 
need to balance the demands for urgent transformation, with the apprehension of some 
quarters of our society which prevailed at the time, required mature leadership, 
which Cde Gomomo and the alliance leadership collective ably provided. 

Cde Gomomo served the struggle with dedication in various capacities - as a fulltime 
shopsteward of the National Union of Metalworkers at the VW plant in Uitenhage, as 
President of COSATU, and as a member of the Central Committee of the South African 
Communist Party. He also served as an ANC Member of Parliament since 1999. He 
participated in various parliamentary portfolio committees such as those on Trade and 
Industry and Agriculture and Land Affairs. At the time of his death he chaired the 
Public Service and Administration portfolio committee. 

As the ANC parliamentary caucus stated in its condolence message, Comrade Gomomo will 
be remembered as a true servant of the people and a disciplined and a selfless cadre 
of the movement. 

Cde Gomomo's passing on has reminded us of the significant, historical and very 
fruitful relationship that has existed for decades between the trade union movement 
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and theANC. 

In its Statement of Policy, adopted at the First Annual National Conference, of the 
SA Congress of Trade Unions in March 1956, SACTU stated: "While the South African 
Congress of Trade Unions must thus pursue an independent policy in the interests of 
the workers, it must also participate unreservedly in the struggle to mobilize the 
people behind their demands as embodied in the Freedom Charter and must cooperate 
with all other organizations engaged in this struggle". 

This realization of the dialectical link between the trade union movement and the ANC 
was also emphasized by illustrious leaders of our movement. lnkosi Albert Luthuli 
stated in May 1959: "I am glad that SACTU has not listened to the ill advice that 
they should not be interested in politics. There is a Zulu saying that if you are 
pricked by a thorn you also have to use a thorn to get it out. Workers are oppressed 
by political action; they must take political action in reply". (as quoted in the 
book entitled The History of the SA Congress of Trade Unions, by Ken Luckhardt and 
Brenda Wall). 

This dictum guided SACTU, and later COSATU as evidenced by the pivotal role that the 
federation has played in the struggle for liberation, as well as in the struggle for 
fundamental transformation. 

In response, the workers have demonstrated their unwavering support for COSATU and 
what it stands for, by continuing to join COSATU affiliates and to confirm its role 
as the leading worker's movement in our country. At its launch in 1985, Cosatu 
represented less than half a million workers organised in 33 unions. It currently 
boasts more than two million workers, of whom at least 1.8 million are paid up. The 
growth defies the trend of a general decline in union membership worldwide. We should 
credit COSATU stalwarts such as Cde Gomomo for laying the foundation for the tenacity 
and popularity of the federation. 

A strong GOSA TU means a strong Alliance, and a stronger worker voice in the Alliance. 
It means the ANG in government and outside will be always be kept fully in touch with 
the needs and aspirations of the workers, something Cde Gomomo fought hard to 
achieve. 

As we celebrate the life of Cde Gomomo, we also acknowledge the culture of open 
debate that he espoused and practiced.As GOSA TU President, Cde Gomomo was very 
forthright. He sharply articulated his discomfort with positions that the ANC 
government adopted, if he felt that these were against worker interests. 

He aptly explained the position COSATU had taken as early as 1997, in his 
Presidential address to the 6th annual congress of the federation. He stated: "We 
commit ourselves to engage in debate, formulation and implementation of progressive 
policies, and to continue to engage in struggles to ensure success in rebuilding our 
country based on the needs of the majority. Mass mobilisation and mass action by 
COSATU must be seen within this context. It is not a form of opposition to the 
government and the ANC, or a challenge to the ANC as some would want the public to 
believe, but a way to indicate support for progressive policies being introduced by 
the government, raise concerns on policies that we believe will delay or retard the 
process of transformation, and to tilt the balance of power in the direction of the 
liberation movement. We reject with contempt any assertion to equate all forms ofr ·, ~: 
mass mobilisation and protest with those of counter revolutionary elements.who want · 
the failure of an ANG government. 

The 52nd national conference has laid a firm foundation for smooth and mutually 
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beneficial and comradely collaboration within the Alliance. This renewed commitment 
will ensure that there is no confusion about roles and programmes, as we are going to 
be in constant contact and discussions. 

The conference also laid the foundation for joint action in support of the 
transformation agenda that the ANC government has to accelerate. As the President of 
the Republic delivers his address to the nation today, we reiterate that as the 
ruling party that we will do whatever it takes to ensure the success of the ANC 
government. We also know that we have the full support of our alliance partners in 
this regard. Through our existing structures we will work together to ensure that our 
masses are mobilized to participate and support the programme of action. The SoNA 
outlines the programme of action of a very important year, as it takes us to general 
elections in 2009. Our government is aware of the expectations of our people, and 
will deal with service delivery hindrances through the transformation of the state 
machinery to make it responsive to the needs of the people. In this way, the hard 
work and sacrifice of our valued stalwarts such as Cde Gomomo would not have been in 
vain. 

Most importantly, in bidding farewell to Cde Gomomo, we must salute his commitment to 
unity. In 1987 he led the unity talks amongst metalworker unions which led to the 
establishment of the National Union of Metalworkers (Numsa). 

There are many other instances on the shop floor and also in national leadership, 
where Cde Gomomo displayed his uncompromising stance on unity and discipline. 

We must emulate him, and show our appreciation by working for the unity of the ANC. 
We are encouraged by the positive mood we experienced when we crisscrossed the 
country over the last few weeks, as the leadership collective. The objective of the 
visits was to report back to structures on the Conference, and to promote the renewal 
of the values of the movement, as mandated by Conference. We found that the 
overwhelming majority of ANC members are united and are focused on building the 
movement and to work to achieve a caring society, and fundamental socio-economic 
transformation in our country. 

As we dip our revolutionary banners and bid Cde Gomomo farewell tomorrow, we will 
find comfort in the knowledge that he has played his role to the fullest in fighting 
for the liberation of his people, especially the working class. 

We thank his family for lending us this gallant fighter. We must carry on where he 
left off - to bridge inequalities and make the freedom he fought for truly meaningful 
to all our people, especially the poor and marginalised. 

We extend our deepest condolences to the family, comrades and friends of Cde Gomomo, 
to COSATU and the entire worker's movement. 

Ndlelanhle Nyelezi! Ulisebenzele lelizwe! 

Jacob G Zuma 

POLOKWANE RESOLUTIONS IV 

A united Africa begins at home 

The countries of Southern Africa should forge a regional economic community as the · 
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first step towards the establishment of an African Union government. This was one of 
the resolutions of the ANC 52nd National Conference, held in Polokwane in December 
last year. 

The conference gave in principle support for the idea of a continent-wide government 
as a step towards the strategic goal of the unification of Africa. However, it said 
the process must be informed by a developmental agenda emphasising regional 
integration with an immediate focus on building regional economic communities. 

The consolidation of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and the 
integration and diversification of the economies of its member states was seen as a 
critical component of this process. Conference said a SADC parliament should be 
established as a way of developing a common approach to these and other issues in the 
region. 

Delegates also agreed that the strengthening of the African Union (AU) and all its 
organs could serves as a catalyst towards the formation of the African Union 
government. It agreed to strengthen the Pan African Parliament (PAP) and promote the 
harmonisation of laws in Africa. The ANC would need to initiate a debate on the 
future of the Pan African Parliament (PAP), and whether it should have legislative 
powers. 

It confirmed that the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) as the 
developmental blueprint in the continent, and that it should be strengthened through 
mobilisation and promotion of programmes. 

South Africa would need to be proactive in the debate around the African Union 
government, including the mobilisation of the progressive forces and governments 
towards a common strategic plan. 

This requires that greater attention be paid to party-to-party relations particularly 
among former liberation movements like SWAPO in Namibia, MPLA in Angola, FRELIMO in 
Mozambique, ZANU PF in Zimbabwe, PAIGC in Guinea Bissau, CCM in Tanzania, SPLM/A in 
Sudan, and others. This should include structured support of the former liberation 
movements in the region must be pursued. Conference decided an audit be conducted to 
establish a better understanding of the ideological orientation and character of the 
parties in the continent and identify those that share the same political vision as 
theANC. 

A deliberate effort be made to strengthen relations with all progressive and 
like-minded parties in the region, continent and the world. Relations with other 
ruling parties in the continent that might not share the same vision with the ANC 
must be promoted and such relations could be based on common interests. 

The conference recognised the role that South Africa could play in the economic 
development of other parts of the continent. It noted that the advent of democracy 
has created new opportunities for South African business, both in Africa and in the 
world, particularly in the retail, mining, construction, engineering, banking 
services, communication services, agricultural, and agri-processing sectors. These 
opportunities, while welcomed, brought with it new challenges in the relationship 
between South Africa and other African countries. 

South Africa should strengthen the capacity of its embassies to assist South African· 
businesses to gain access to available business opportunities abroad and on the~ ~ :. ~ 
continent; at the same time to encourage African countries to engage in intra0Africare · 
trade and take advantage of positive economic developments on the continent This. 
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will encourage trade and investment among African states and countries of the South. 

"The ANC, through government, should ensure that the intensification of economic 
diplomacy leads to changes of colonial patterns of economic relations, and creates 
possibilities for equitable and balanced North-South relations, transformation and 
beneficiation of African natural resources, sustainable flows of foreign direct 
investment (FOi), market access for products from the South to generate employment, 
and contribute to poverty eradication," it said. 

Business code of conduct 

The conference noted concerns about the practices of South African companies doing 
business elsewhere on the continent. It called for the development of a code of good 
business practice, which should be complied with by companies trading in different 
parts of the continent. 

It was therefore resolved to give in principle support for the development of such a 
code, which would need to be legislated and regulated without restricting the 
competitiveness of those companies. It said that in the development of the code of 
conduct South Africa needed need to encourage partner countries to strengthen their 
labour and trade laws, encourage the private sector to comply with the standards of 
the International Labour Organisation (ILO), and that South African business should 
project local experience of good practices in the countries in which they operate. 

The code of conduct should have general standards that guide it, such as prohibition 
of child labour and discouragement of bribery. Those who practice such actions should 
be prosecuted. The standards should include, among other things, the encouragement of 
recruitment of local labour and imparting of skills, prohibition of child labour, and 
contribution to the social responsibility programmes of that country. 

Delegates to Polokwane agreed that Africans in the diaspora also had an important 
role to play in the development of the continent. Africans in the diaspora are those 
people whose origins are in Africa, but are in other parts of the world due to forced 
slavery and long years of migration but who continue to identify themselves as 
Africans and are making efforts to reconnect with the continent. 

As a result of this consciousness, identity and reconnection move, programmes are 
unfolding to take advantantage of the developments. Most of them have skills which 
they have acquired in their countries of residence and naturalisation that can 
benefit Africa. 

"The ANC notes with keen interest and resolves to support initiatives towards a 
summit on the African Diaspora, which we are hosting as South Africa. We should share 
perspectives and policy considerations that will be debated in the summit," the 
resolution said. 

It called on all members of the ANC and mass democratic movement to debate and 
understand the concepts and the resolutions that emanate from such conferences as the 
Summit on African Diaspora. 

** This is the fourth in a series of articles on the outcomes of the ANC's Polokwane 
Conference. = ·,: ~ 

MORE INFORMATION: 

Polokwane Conference Resolutions 
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http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/history/conf/conference52/resolutions-f.html 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Long live the spirit of John Garang! 

On Saturday, 30 July 2005, a great tragedy befell the people of Southern 
Sudan in particular and Sudan in general. On that fateful day, a Ugandan 
presidential helicopter carrying the First Vice President of the Republic of 
Sudan, Dr John Garang de Mabior, crashed, killing the Vice President and the 
Sudanese and Ugandans accompanying him. 

On 6 August, we will join the people of Sudan in the Southern Sudanese city 
of Juba as they lay to rest an outstanding son of Southern Sudan and Sudan 
as a whole, the late Dr John Garang de Mabior. 

This will give us an opportunity once more to convey to the Garang family, 
the Sudan People's Liberation Movement and Army, (SPLM/A), the Sudanese 
government and people, the heartfelt condolences of the government and 
people of our country at the tragic and untimely loss of an eminent Sudanese 
and African patriot. 

As soon as we received the terrible news that Dr Garang had perished in the 
accident on July 30th, we conveyed our condolences to the President of 
Sudan, Omar Hassan el-Bashir, and the new Chairperson of the SPLM/A, Lt Gen 
Salva Kiir Mayardit, Vice President of the Government of Southern Sudan. 

On 2 and 3 August, our Foreign Minister, Dr Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma and ANC 
Secretary General, Kgalema Motlanthe, joined the leadership of the SPLM/A at 
New Site, Kapoeta Country, Southern Sudan, as this leadership met to 
consider the difficult situation arising out of the death of its late 
Chairperson, Dr John Garang. Once more our comrades conveyed our condolences 
and our solidarity with the people of Southern Sudan and Sudan at their 
moment of grief. 

Twenty-one days before the tragic 30 July accident in Southern Sudan, we had 
been privileged to attend the moving ceremony in Khartoum, on 9 July, when 
Dr John Garang was sworn in as the First Vice President of Sudan, as part of 
the process of the implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
formally signed in Nairobi on 9 January 2005. 

As we parted on that day, First Vice President Garang informed us that he 
would soon be visiting our country to discuss what we should do next to 
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support the process of the implementation of the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement and contribute to the reconstruction and development of Sudan. 

Fate dictated that this would be our last conversation with a fellow African 
freedom fighter with whom we had worked for many years. However, his 
untimely departure has not reduced our obligation to work in solidarity with 
the people of Southern Sudan and Sudan as they strive to rebuild this 
important sister African country. 

The SPLM/A was formed in 1983 to struggle for a new, united Sudan. It said 
that this unity should be based on the historical and contemporary 
diversities that characterise Sudan, and must therefore be founded on and 
reflect pluralism, democracy and secularism. 

It therefore sought to correct an historical injustice that had entrenched 
itself in Sudan especially from 1820 when Turko-Egyptian military invasions 
of Sudan started, with the invaders carrying our raids to acquire slaves, 
described as "black gold", ivory, described as "white gold", and gold, 
described as "yellow gold". The Northern Sudanese, who were Arab and Moslem, 
joined the invaders in these raids. 

In 1881 the Sudanese Moslem population, led by Mohamed Ahmed, the Mahdi 
(Messiah), rose up against Turko-Egyptian rule and defeated the forces led 
by the British General Gordon, who died in Khartoum. The sovereign Mahdist 
State was then established. However, the Mahdists intensified the slave 
trade, which decimated many tribes in Southern Sudan. 

The Mahdist State survived from 1881 to 1897, when it was defeated by 
combined British-Egyptian forces, commanded by the British Lord Kitchener. 
In the aftermath of this victory, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan was proclaimed, 
subjected to what was called condominium rule. In reality this condominium 
represented British colonial rule, which lasted until Sudan achieved its 
independence in 1956. 

During the 58 years of Anglo-Egyptian rule, Northern and Southern Sudan were 
administered as two different entities. The concept of "closed districts" 
was also introduced, to protect the African populations in Southern Sudan 
and other parts of the country from the Northern slave traders and the 
processes of enforced Arabisation and lslamisation. Passes were required for 
travel between North and South and other "closed districts". 

However, in 1947, the British reversed their approach, which visualised 
separate futures for the North and the South. They now saw Sudan as one 
single entity. As independence approached, the Southern Sudanese feared that 
this independence would only mean their colonisation by the Arab and Islamic 
North, who would take over from the British colonialists. 

Four months before the proclamation of independence on January 1, 1956, the 
Southern units of the colonial Sudan Defence Force rebelled. The Anyanya 
guerrilla army formed by the Southern Sudan Liberation Movement after this 
rebellion waged a protracted war for the independence of Southern Sudan. 
This war only ended with the Addis Ababa Peace Agreement of 1972, which was 
facilitated among others by Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia and the All 
Africa Council of Churches. 

Relative peace returned to Sudan for about 1 0 years thereafter. However the 
North worked to undermine the provisions and the intentions of the Addis 
Ababa Peace Agreement. Understanding this, the Southerners prepared for the 
resumption of war. Finally, in June 1983, the Sudanese Government under 
President Jaffar el-Numeiry abrogated the Addis Ababa Peace Agreement. 
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On May 16, 1983, the Sudanese Army had attacked its own units composed of 
former Anyanya guerrillas who had been integrated in the Army, accusing them 
of rebellion or the intention to rebel. These units took to the bush. Thus 
was born the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA) and the Sudan People's 
Liberation Movement (SPLM). 

As the military conflict continued from then onwards, various initiatives 
were undertaken to find a peaceful solution to the historic confrontation 
between the Sudanese North and South, starting with the 1985 call by the 
SPLM for an all-party National Constitutional Conference that would 
negotiate a comprehensive peace agreement. 

Ultimately, after a number of failed attempts, the mediation process was 
taken over by the regional Inter-Government Authority on Development (IGAD), 
whose conflict resolution sub-committee was chaired by Kenyan President 
Daniel Arap Moi and subsequently President Mwai Kibaki. 

The IGAD peace initiative was formally launched in Nairobi on 17 March 1994. 
It concluded its work with the formal signing of the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement (CPA) by the Government of Sudan and the SPLM/A in Nairobi on 9 
January 2005. Given its critical importance, the ceremony was witnessed by 
many representatives from across the world, including our then Deputy 
President of the Republic, Jacob Zuma. 

The historic task now facing the Sudanese people is the full, speedy and 
unequivocal implementation of the CPA, bearing in mind all the complex 
challenges that Sudan has inherited from its past. 

The last census conducted by the British before independence said the 
Sudanese population was 61 % African and 31 % Arab, with 8% being West African 
Moslems who had settled in Sudan while on their way to or from Mecca. 

The North is predominantly Moslem and the South adheres to Christianity and 
traditional African religions. Sudan is said to have more than 500 ethnic 
groups, who speak more than 100 distinct languages. We have presented this 
brief social profile and truncated history of Sudan since 1820 to indicate 
the challenges this sister country faces as it works to implement the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement and build the new Sudan. 

One document that sought to describe Sudan, to explain the difficult road 
ahead, said: "Sudan is multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, multi-religious and 
multi-lingual. The North-South divide in identity has always been 
significant due to differences in, for instance, religion, culture and 
ethnicity. These identity differences were shaped and manifested in violent 
clashes, and became a tendency in the long-lasting conflict. 

"The formation of Northern identities is centred on a strong sense of being 
Arab and Muslim, two pillars of personal identity that have been used to 
unify communities in the North. Furthermore, the Northern view of 
Southerners as inferior and often as slaves, created a social hierarchy in 
which the Northerners have often imposed their political and economic 
superiority on the South. "On the other hand, the Southern identities have 
been shaped in response to the often violent exploitation by dominant forces 
since the early 1800s. In certain instances territory or region overlapped 
with questions of identity, for political power, material resources or 
values and ideology. 

"The present conflict in Darfur is an example of this, where large segments 
of the local population assumed a different consciousness or identity, i.e. 
that of opposing the central government through taking up arms, as a 
response to marginalisation. This happened despite having the same religion 

Page 3 I 



/ .Logavinogarie Reddy-ANC Today 5 August 2005 

and culture as the ruling elite in Khartoum. 

"Civil war and failed peace processes thus happened in the context of 
political and economic marginalisation of the periphery, and in the absence 
of inclusive constitutional negotiations to address the political and 
socio-economic needs of diverse groups." 

To create the basis for Sudan to break out of its tortured past, as early as 
20 July 1994, the Government of Sudan and the then two factions of the 
SPLM/A agreed on a Declaration of Principles, which they said would 
"constitute the basis for resolving the conflict in the Sudan." 

The Declaration said: "The right of self-determination of the people of 
South Sudan to determine their future status through a referendum must be 
affirmed. Maintaining the unity of the Sudan must be given priority by all 
parties provided that the following principles are established in the 
political, legal, economic and social framework of the country: Sudan is a 
multi-racial, multi-ethnic, multi-religious, and multi-cultural society. 
Full recognition and accommodation of these diversities must be affirmed. 
Complete political and social equalities of all peoples in the Sudan must be 
guaranteed by law." 

The CPA signed on 9 January 2005 also contained Agreed Principles. These 
reflect the 1994 Declaration and say, inter alia, that the Parties agree: 
"That the unity of the Sudan, based on the free will of its people, 
democratic governance, accountability, equality, respect, and justice for 
all citizens of the Sudan shall be the priority of the Parties, and that it 
is possible to redress the grievances of the people of South Sudan and to 
meet their aspirations within such a framework. 

"That the people of South Sudan have the right to self-determination, inter 
alia, through a referendum to determine their future status;.that the people 
of the Sudan share a common heritage and aspirations and accordingly agree 
to work together to establish as democratic system of governance taking 
account of the cultural, ethnic, racial, religious and linguistic diversity 
and gender equality of the people of the Sudan." 

After a deeply troubled history that covers many centuries, Sudan has now 
set itself on a path that should lead to peace and friendship among its 
diverse people. Given its enormous economic potential, the new Sudan also 
has the possibility to provide a better life for all its people, eradicating 
poverty and underdevelopment. 

It has the possibility to serve as a shining example of the success of 
Africa's renaissance, a model for all our countries, which, in the main, are 
as diverse as Sudan is. It can lead our continent in cementing the unity 
between its Northern and Sub-Saharan parts. 

Consistent with our internationalist character as a movement and given our 
national responsibilities towards the rest of our continent, we have the 
responsibility to work with the Sudanese people to help them achieve the 
noble goals they have set themselves. Together, as South Africans, we must 
make the commitment that we will not fail them. 

The new beacon of hope for the Sudan and Africa represented by the Sudanese 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement will forever remain an indestructible monument 
to the memory of a great Sudanese and African patriot, the late Dr John 
Garang de Mabior. As we lay him to rest in Juba on August 6, we will also 
pledge to pursue the noble goals to which he dedicated his life. His spirit 
will not die. 
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Thabo Mbeki 

NATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 

Emancipation of women a shared responsibility 

The emancipation and empowerment of women in South Africa is a 
responsibility shared between men and women. This shared responsibility 
needs to be reflected in the daily struggles undertaken to end the 
oppression and marginalisation of women. 

The ANC 'Strategy and Tactics', a document which describes the ANC's 
objectives and methods of struggle, says the achievement of gender equality 
is critical to the national democratic revolution. But equally important, it 
argues, gender equality should be "lived in practice by all South Africans, 
and [should find] conscious expression in the policies and programmes of the 
nation". 

It advocates a concerted effort to educate people as one way of changing the 
attitudes and practices of women and men in society. It acknowledges the 
struggles of women against the relations of patriarchy, including oppressive 
traditional practices. It makes the point that, over the decades of 
struggle, this resistance has helped to entrench the struggle for gender 
equality as an essential part of the struggle to transform society. 

Throughout its history, the ANC has evolved to recognise the principle of 
consistent equality and progressively addressing the rights of various 
marginalised and disadvantaged groups in the context of resolving the 
national question. 

This principle is informed by a theory that understands the intersection of 
class, race and gender, the relationship and interdependence of practical 
gender needs and strategic gender needs and how one cannot be won without 
the other. It is further informed by the understanding that the struggle for 
non-sexism cannot be fought outside the class and national struggles. 
Instead, it has to occur within the common vision, objectives and 
programmes, firmly located within the broader struggles and the movement for 
the transformation in South Africa. 

This shared responsibility is reflected in the democratic constitution 
adopted in 1996. It guarantees equal rights to all South Africans and 
declares that no one may be unfairly discriminated against on the grounds of 
gender, sex, marital status or pregnancy, among others. Affirmative action 
measures and the protection of disadvantaged groups are called for. These 
provisions are part of society's commitment, contained in the constitution, 
to gender equality. 

This has been supported by the establishment of the national gender 
machinery, including the Commission on Gender Equality (CGE), Offices on the 
Status of Women at national and provincial levels, and gender units in 
government departments. 

A body of laws, including the Maintenance Act, Domestic Violence Act and 
Choice on the Termination of Pregnancy Act, have been passed. Besides these 
gender-specific acts, others, such as the Employment Equity, Promotion of 
Equality and Prevention of Unfair Discrimination and Land Bank Amendment 
Acts, have impacted positively on the lives of women. 

South Africa is a signatory to international conventions and agreements such 
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as the Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW) and the Beijing Platform for Action. Reports confirm the 
strides that have been made in implementing these commitments. South African 
women also play a crucial role in articulating an agenda for the African 
content, which includes the strengthening of the participation of women in 
resolving conflicts, achieving peace and stability and pursuing the 
democratisation of the entire continent. 

Despite the fact that different reports from within and outside government 
have catalogued the revolutionary gains made since 1994 in changing the 
lives of South Africans, the majority of whom are black and are women, many 
challenges still remain. The path towards the envisaged non-sexist society 
remains a challenging one. 

South Africa has made great strides within a short time to advance towards 
the achievement of legislative equality between women and men. Just less 
than a third of members of parliament are women; women comprise almost 40 
percent of national government ministers and deputy ministers; and South 
Africa recently appointed its first woman Deputy President. This has 
contributed to ensuring access and substantive participation of women in 
decision making processes at the highest level. Access and participation of 
a large number of women in parliament is an achievement that puts South 
Africa at number 10 out of the 130 parliaments in the world in terms of 
women's advancement in governance. 

The constitutional, legislative and institutional gains, as well as access 
and participation, contributes to an environment and conditions for 
transformation. Transformation is taking place both at the level of 
practical needs - access to basic services such as water, electricity, 
health and education improves the quality of life of women. 

Women are beginning to regain their dignity and taking responsibility for 
their lives. Society's patriarchal attitudes are beginning to change as 
evidenced by, for example, the growing anger towards violence against women. 
In the private sector and in civil society women are making their mark and 
gaining recognition, shifting the patriarchal mindsets and changing the 
stereotypes. 

The presence of a relatively large number of women within the state -whether 
in government, legislatures, the administration or other sectors -is to be 
celebrated. This has not simply been about changing the demographic 
composition of these spheres but to effect qualitative and broader 
institutional changes. 

While there have been some important strides towards changing the power 
relations between women and men, there is still a 'long walk' to gender 
equality. The many gains are also accompanied by tensions, setbacks and 
threats to the very agenda of transforming gender relations. 

Though the ANC, both inside and outside government, has been able to make 
major strides towards the empowerment and emancipation of women, a number of 
challenges remain. These challenges include continued violence against women 
and children; poverty and unemployment among women; the ongoing 
marginalisation of women in the mainstream economy; higher levels of 
illiteracy among women; and the negative impacts of HIV and AIDS. 

Working together, men and women in society need to continue to strive for 
parity in all elected and government positions, and ensure the provisions of 
the constitution are made a living reality. They need to continue to work 
for the skilling of women in areas of development from which they have been 
historically excluded, especially in maths, science, and information 
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technology. 

Although access to basic services has been greatly improved, the majority of 
women continue to be trapped in poverty. Society needs to put in place 
mechanisms that address the problems of poverty among women. This should 
include mechanisms which will accelerate women's chances to access economic 
opportunities. 

It is also important to note that despite significance advances in improving 
the status of women and the repeal of a number of laws discriminating 
against women, women continue to be disadvantaged by some customary, 
religious and cultural practices. 

More work needs to be undertaken to move South Africa beyond policy 
development towards policy implementation. A number of important policies 
are in place, the environment is more conducive to change, but the necessary 
processes need to be put in place to ensure successful policy 
implementation, accompanied by proper monitoring and evaluation. 

** This article draws on a discussion document of the ANC National Executive 
Committee Gender Committee drafted in preparation for the ANC National 
General Council in July 2005. 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

No longer must the women be invisible! 

The ANC Women's League will convene in a National General Council (NGC) from 
Friday, 30 March. The National Executive Committee of the ANC will have an 
opportunity to address the opening session of the NGC to convey the best 
wishes of all members of our movement, as well as its own. Nevertheless, I 
am also privileged to have the opportunity of the publication of this 
edition of ANC TODAY to wish the NGC of the ANC Women's League success. 

In the Report of its August 2003 4th National Conference, the Women's League 
said: "The delegates from all provinces, young and old, businesswomen, 
churchwomen, veterans, women activists, National Executive Committee 
Members, branches, invited guests, COSAS, SASCO and Alliance Partners 
(COSATU, SACP and SANCO), participated and constructively contributed to the 
objectives of the conference ... 

"The conference called for unity. Delegates were urged to put aside 
differences amongst women and conduct thorough discussions on challenges 
facing the Women's League. This would ensure that the Women's League carries 
out its strategic task of mobilising women behind the vision of the African 
National Congress and creating a united, non-sexist, non-racial and 
democratic and a prosperous South Africa." 

Like the National Conference, the NGC will be made up of delegates "from all 
provinces, young and old, businesswomen, churchwomen, veterans, women 
activists, National Executive Committee Members, branches, invited guests, 
COSAS, SASCO and Alliance Partners (COSATU, SACP and SANCO)." 

Among other things, it will be called upon to make an honest assessment of 
how far the League has succeeded to carry out "its strategic task of 
mobilising women behind the vision of the African National Congress and 
creating a united, non-sexist, non-racial and democratic and a prosperous 
South Africa." Accordingly, it will have to consider what the League needs 
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to do next to accelerate the advance towards the achievement of the goals 
set by the 4th National Conference. 

WOMEN'S VANGUARD 

It is not possible to overestimate the importance of the NGC of the Women's 
League with regard to the strategic objectives of the National Democratic 
Revolution (NDR), relating to the emancipation of women and gender equality, 
and the building of a non-racial and prosperous society. This is for the 
simple reason that present at the NGC will be the vanguard contingent of the 
women of our country, and therefore an important component part of the cadre 
of leaders that leads and must lead our country through its process of 
social transformation. 

This is the successor advance guard to the heroic women of our country who 
marched on the Union Buildings on 9 August 1956. Then, in their Petition to 
the apartheid Prime Minister, entitled, "The Demand of the Women of South 
Africa for the Withdrawal of Passes for Women and the Repeal of the Pass 
Laws", the women said: 

"We, the women of South Africa, have come here today. We represent and we 
speak on behalf of hundreds of thousands of women who could not be with us. 
But all over the country, at this moment, women are watching and thinking of 
us. Their hearts are with us. We are women from every part of South Africa. 
We are women of every race; we come from the cities and the towns, from the 
reserves and the villages. We come as women united in our purpose to save 
the African women from the degradation of passes ... 

"We shall not rest until ALL pass laws and all forms of permits restricting 
our freedom have been abolished. We shall not rest until we have won for our 
children their fundamental rights of freedom, justice, and security!' 

The fighting women of our country kept their word. Continuing to act in 
unity, and as a visible contingent of, and an integral part of the 
liberation movement, in time they saved the African women from the 
degradation of passes. In time they won for their children their fundamental 
rights to freedom, justice and security. 

The Women's League is committed to "the strategic task of mobilising women 
behind the vision of the African National Congress and creating a united, 
non-sexist, non-racial and democratic and a prosperous South Africa". The 
NGC will have to make a frank assessment of how far the Women's League has 
succeeded to carry out this strategic task - the obligation to mobilise our 
country's women so that, like the women who marched on the Union Buildings, 
they too act in unity, as a visible contingent of, and an integral part of 
the liberation movement, to save all the women of our country from the 
degradation of gender oppression and discrimination, poverty and 
underdevelopment. 

The Women's League exists as an organised formation of our movement 
precisely to carry out the strategic task of the mobilisation of the women 
of our country to represent themselves in the struggle to create a society 
defined by the true emancipation of women. It lives because the women of our 
country accept it as the vehicle that will ensure their visibility among the 
forces engaged in struggle to give birth to the new society that defines the 
very content of the NDR. 
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The motto of the important component part of the national movement for true 
democracy, Disabled People South Africa (DPSA), is "nothing about us without 
us". From its foundation, and as clearly enunciated by the 1956 Women's 
March, our country's progressive women's movement has been inspired by the 
same vision that informs the actions of the fellow South Africans with 
disabilities - nothing about women without the women! 

Our democratic revolution - the NDR and therefore the ANG itself - must of 
necessity address the central issue of the emancipation of women. 
Nevertheless, for us to achieve success in this regard, the women of our 
country must not serve merely as objects of history, unorganised and unseen 
beneficiaries of progressive change, but as subjects, conscious makers of 
history - their own liberators. 

Acting in concert with the rest of our movement, the women of our country 
must help themselves and us to defeat the invisibility of women that 
constitutes a critical factor in the conspiracy of historical and current 
circumstances that make for gender oppression and discrimination. 

INVISIBLE WOMAN 

In 1940, driven solely by commercial considerations, one of the US 
(Hollywood) film studios released a film entitled "Invisible Woman". 
Whatever the intellectual origins of this film, its very title drew 
attention to the fact that patriarchal society sustained itself by ensuring 
the invisibility of women, perpetuating the notion that only the male of the 
species has the divine right and ability to determine the destiny of all 
humanity. 

Accordingly, to struggle for the emancipation of women must surely mean, 
also, that our movement must strive for the visibility of women as makers of 
history, including their own. It must signify that to fight for gender 
equality is to fight for the permanent emergence of women from the shadows, 
creating the situation that once and for all, they are seen and heard as 
part of the inalienable motive forces for fundamental social change - no 
longer the "Invisible Woman". 

Necessarily, therefore, one of the strategic tasks of the ANG Women's League 
is to ensure that the women of our country should never again become the 
"Invisible Woman". This gives special significance to the challenge that 
will confront the NGG of the Women's League, honestly to assess the progress 
the League has made to mobilise the masses of the women of our country into 
a conscious and organised struggle for the emancipation of women and the 
realisation of the other objectives of the NDR. 

In this regard, the League must take pride in the fact that consistently, 
since 1994, the women have constituted the majority of the electorate that 
has consciously voted to mandate the ANG to serve as our country's ruling 
political formation. 

It is only by this means, of women's involvement in the transformation 
project, as the new masses that have broken ranks with the old, that the 
democratic revolution will end the invisibility of women, which unacceptable 
invisibility can only be transformed into its opposite when the women act 
together as an organised force, as did the women who marched on the Union 

Page 3] 



I (2007/04/16) Logavinogarie Reddy -ANC Today 30 March2007 

Buildings in 1956. 

One of the best known poems of the African American woman poet, Maya 
Angelou, is entitled "Phenomenal Woman". The poem, an outstanding and 
triumphant celebration of femininity, and a defiant assertion of the 
invincibility of women, says: 

Pretty women wonder where my secret lies. 
I'm not cute or built to suit a fashion model's size 
But when I start to tell them, 
They think I'm telling lies. 
I say, 
It's in the reach of my arms 
The span of my hips, 
The stride of my step, 
The curl of my lips. 
I'm a woman 
Phenomenally. 
Phenomenal woman, 
That's me. 

I walk into a room 
Just as cool as you please, 
And to a man, 
The fellows stand or 
Fall down on their knees. 
Then they swarm around me, 
A hive of honey bees. 
I say, 
It's the fire in my eyes, 
And the flash of my teeth, 
The swing in my waist, 
And the joy in my feet. 
I'm a woman 
Phenomenally. 
Phenomenal woman, 
That's me. 

Men themselves have wondered 
What they see in me. 
They try so much 
But they can't touch 
My inner mystery. 
When I try to show them 
They say they still can't see. 
I say, 
It's in the arch of my back, 
The sun of my smile, 
The ride of my breasts, 
The grace of my style. 
I'm a woman 

Phenomenally. 
Phenomenal woman, 
That's me. 
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Now you understand 
Just why my head's not bowed. 
I don't shout or jump about 
Or have to talk real loud. 
When you see me passing 
It ought to make you proud. 
I say, 
It's in the click of my heels, 
The bend of my hair, 
the palm of my hand, 
The need of my care, 
'Cause I'm a woman 
Phenomenally. 
Phenomenal woman, 
That's me. 

Another woman poet who, in many ways, belonged to a world radically 
different from the world of Maya Angelou, Anna Akhmatova of Soviet Russia, 
also sang of the imperative for all of us to celebrate women as visible 
expressions of our common humanity, whatever our common historical fate. In 
her poem, "Lot's Wife", based on the dramatic story in the Biblical Book of 
Genesis, of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, she said: 

And the just man trailed God's shining agent, 
over a black mountain, in his giant track, 
while a restless voice kept harrying his woman: 
"It's not too late, you can still look back 

at the red towers of your native Sodom, 
the square where once you sang, the spinning-shed, 
at the empty windows set in the tall house 
where sons and daughters blessed your marriage-bed." 

A single glance: a sudden dart of pain 
stitching her eyes before she made a sound ... 
Her body flaked into transparent salt, 
and her swift legs rooted to the ground. 

Who will grieve for this woman? Does she not seem 
too insignificant for our concern? 
Yet in my heart I never will deny her, 
who suffered death because she chose to turn. 

Lest everything I have said comes across as but an inanimate representation 
of some of the pain which women, not men, have to bear, a cold and general 
summation denuded of the throb of personal pain intensely felt, I summon the 
words of another woman African American poet, Gwendolyn Brooks, as she spoke 
of a mother's agony in "The Mother'', grieving that she had to terminate a 
pregnancy. 

Abortions will not let you forget. 
You remember the children you got that you did not get. .. 
I have heard in the voices of the wind the voices of my dim killed 
children. 
I have contracted. I have eased 
My dim dears at the breasts they could never suck. 
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I have said, Sweets, if I sinned, if I seized 
Your luck 
And your lives from your unfinished reach, 
If I stole your births and your names, 
Your straight baby tears and your games, 
Your stilted or lovely loves, your tumults, your marriages, aches, 
and your deaths, 
If I poisoned the beginnings of your breaths, 
Believe that even in my deliberateness I was not deliberate. 
Though why should I whine, 
Whine that the crime was other than mine?-
Since anyhow you are dead. 
Or rather, or instead, 
You were never made. 
But that too, I am afraid, 
Is faulty: oh, what shall I say, how is the truth to be said? 
You were born, you had body, you died. 
It is just that you never giggled or planned or cried. 

Believe me, I loved you all. 
Believe me, I knew you, though faintly, and I loved, I loved you 
All. 

DEFINING THE AGENDA 

The 2003 4th National Conference of the ANC Women's League adopted many 
important resolutions. These covered such issues as the status of the 
national Women's Movement and the role of the League in this regard, 
building the Women's League as an organisation representative of the most 
politically and socially advanced women of South Africa, deepening a 
national culture of human and women's rights, economic development and 
women's empowerment, social transformation, consolidating the leading 
position of the ANC in the transformation process, and building a better 
Africa and a world order incorporating gender equality. 

Earlier women revolutionaries, such as the famous Bolshevik, Rosa Luxemburg, 
spoke and wrote of women, and organised women, to ensure that they act as a 
visible component part of the revolutionary movement that would create a new 
world. 

In her well known and defining 12 May 1912 speech at the Second Social 
Democratic Women's Rally in Stuttgart, Germany, she said: 

"The political and syndical (trade union) awakening of the masses of the 
female proletariat during the last fifteen years has been magnificent. But 
it has been possible only because working women took a lively interest in 
the political and parliamentary struggles of their class in spite of being 
deprived of their rights ... ln all Social Democratic electoral meetings, 
women make up a large segment, sometimes the majority. They are always 
interested and passionately involved. In all districts where there is a firm 
Social Democratic organisation, women help with the campaign. And it is 
women who have done invaluable work distributing leaflets and getting 
subscribers to the Social Democratic press, this most important weapon in 
the campaign ... 

"The capitalist state has not been able to keep women from taking on all 
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these duties and efforts of political life. Step by step, the state has 
indeed been forced to grant and guarantee them this possibility by allowing 
them union and assembly rights. Only the last political right is denied 
women: the right to vote, to decide directly on the people's representatives 
in legislature and administration, to be an elected member of these bodies. 
But here, as in all other areas of society, the motto is: 'Don't let things 
get started!' 

"But things have been started. The present state gave in to the women of the 
proletariat when it admitted them to public assemblies, to political 
associations. And the state did not grant this voluntarily, but out of 
necessity, under the irresistible pressure of the rising working class ... It 
is only the inevitable consequence, only the logical result of the movement 
that today millions of proletarian women call defiantly and with 
self-confidence: Let us have suffrage!. .. 

"A hundred years ago, the Frenchman Charles Fourier, one of the first great 
prophets of socialist ideals, wrote these memorable words: In any society, 
the degree of female emancipation is the natural measure of the general 
emancipation. This is completely true for our present society. The current 
mass struggle for women's political rights is only an expression and a part 
of the proletariat's general struggle for liberation. In this lies its 
strength and its future. Because of the female proletariat, general, equal, 
direct suffrage for women would immensely advance and intensify the 
proletarian class struggle. This is why bourgeois society abhors and fears 
women's suffrage. And this is why we want and will achieve it. Fighting for 
women's suffrage, we will also hasten the coming of the hour when the 
present society falls in ruins under the hammer strokes of the revolutionary 
proletariat." 

When she spoke of the then present society falling in ruins, Rosa Luxemburg 
was projecting the defeat of capitalism and its replacement by a socialist 
society. Her voice must strike a chord in the hearts and minds of the women 
of our country and the masses of our people as a whole because these masses, 
who trust the ANG Women's League as one of their leaders, are also striving 
"to hasten the coming of the hour when the present society, (the racist and 
sexist legacy of colonialism and apartheid), falls in ruins under the hammer 
strokes" of the revolutionary masses. 

This is the only and true meaning of the resolutions adopted by the Women's 
League at its 4th National Conference, whose successful implementation is 
the only standard available to the motive forces of the NDR to judge whether 
they, including the Women's League, have made and are making the necessary 
advance towards the emancipation of women, and therefore the general 
emancipation of our people as a whole. 

WOMEN'S HEADS UNBOWED 

To achieve this historic outcome, the ANG Women's League, as well as our 
movement as a whole, must understand in the innermost recesses of their 
heart and soul what Anna Akhmatova meant when she wrote of the wife of Lot, 
a woman without a name, but nevertheless the mother of the next generation 
of humanity, with no existence except as a modulated pillar of salt -

Does she not seem 
too insignificant for our concern? 
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Yet in my heart I never will deny her, 
who suffered death because she chose to tum 

It is only when we do this, when we refuse to accept the proposition that it 
is possible to deny the women and consider them too insignificant for our concern, perhaps because they chose to turn, perpetuating the insult that 
they are but the invisible woman, that we will guarantee that the degree of female emancipation serves as the natural measure of the general 
emancipation. 

Then will we break out of the stultified perimeter of the false 
consciousness of the pretty women of whom Maya Angelou spoke, to draw inspiration from the visible woman that Maya Angelou then celebrated when she said: 

Now you understand 
Just why my head's not bowed. 
I don't shout or jump about 
Or have to talk real loud. 
When you see me passing 
It ought to make you proud. 

The ANC Women's League must, in action, continue to inspire and lead all the women of our country, and not merely its members, to walk together, with their heads unbowed. Even as they assert their visibility, as did the women 
who marched on the Union Buildings, these mobilised women would not need to shout, or jump, or talk real loud, or dance the toyi-toyi, because they 
would be involved in the extremely serious, practical and complex business of the reconstruction and development of our society. 

When our country sees the women passing by in their massed ranks, marching in step to expand our frontiers of human dignity, nobody will have to urge 
the millions that constitute our nation that what the women of our country 
have done, are doing, and will do, ought to make all of them proud. Then will the ANC Women's League report to itself, and therefore our movement and nation, that it has done what it had to do to consign to the irretrievable 
past both the image and the reality of the invisible woman. 

When that happens, we will have no need to grieve that the ANC Women's League, and the ANC, might, unintentionally, have poisoned the beginnings of the breaths of our society as it battled to be born. 

Thabo Mbeki 

ONE YEAR OF ASGISA 

Strides made in removing economic constraints 

In only its first year, the initiative to promote accelerated and shared 
growth has made progress towards unblocking some of the contraints that have so far limited the expansion of the economy. 

The Accelerated and Shared Growth Initiative of South Africa (ASGISA) was 
launched in February last year to address those bottlenecks in the economy 
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most likely to hamper the achievement of average annual growth rates of 6%. 
It focuses on addressing six 'binding constraints', including currency 
volatility, skills shortages, the national economic infrastructure, 
regulatory environment, and government capacity. 

In its first annual report on ASGISA, government says that, "overall, there 
is no doubt that ASGISA has had a considerable impact." 

Part of the challenge in stimulating greater levels of growth is ensuring a 
suitable macroeconomic environment. Despite the general progress made over 
the last decade, the relative volatility of the rand remained a persistent 
problem. Progress has been made in the last year in reducing rand 
volatility, which is difficult since the currency is freely traded and its 
value is often related to market sentiment towards emerging markets in 
general. Foreign reserves have been accumulated to reduce exchange rate 
risks. 

The budget deficit has been further reduced, and the gap between what 
departments are allocated and what they manage to spend is narrowing. This 
is still a major problem, because it means that the impact of government 
programmes and projects is not being maximised. 

Another concern, raised by a group of Harvard-based economists, is the rapid 
increase in South Africa's trade deficit in 2006. The increased investment 
envisaged under ASGISA could put further pressure on the balance of 
payments. Therefore exports need to grow more rapidly, and in a greater 
diversity of sectors. 

One of the main areas of achievement in the past year has been the steady 
and substantial increase in fixed investment, reaching, in the third quarter 
of last year, the highest level since 1991. Overall spending by the public 
sector on infrastructure increased nearly 16% a year between 2003 and 2006. 

Much of this spending is by state-owned enterprises, mainly in the areas of 
electricity, port, rail and pipeline infrastructure. Transnet planned to 
spend R12 billion by the end of this month, but will be marginally below 
target. Eskom had spent R6. 7 billion out of a budgeted RS billion by the 
second quarter of 2006. 

Challenges remain in infrastructure investment. Electricity distribution 
infrastructure has, for example, been identified as an ASGISA priority for 
2007. This is particularly important given the economic cost of power 
interruptions and inefficiencies caused by poor infrastructure. Another 
challenge is the lack of capacity to implement infrastructure projects, 
particularly at local government level. To address this, the Development 
Bank of South Africa (DBSA) is helping municipalities with weak management 
and financial systems through the deployment of engineers, project managers, 
town planners and financial management specialists. Project Consolidate is 
having a visible impact on the municipalities that have been targeted. 

The ASGISA annual report notes that although delivery of many social 
services projects - such as hospital revitalisation - is on track, most 
large projects are still behind schedule: "Some projects that should have 
started three years ago are yet to begin, and there are cases where projects 
have missed completion dates, and are still not finished." 
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Yet, expenditure on health and associated infrastructure in all provinces 
continues to improve. Still, underspending persists in a number of 
provinces. Government targets to eradicate sanitation infrastructure delays 
are within reach. Of the 460,000 bucket latrines in formal areas that are 
supposed to be phased out by the end of this year, 110,000 had been replaced 
by November 2006. 

The shortage of skills needed to improve economic performance has been 
identified as a central and urgent priority. To address immediate term 
needs, the Joint Initiative for Priority Skills Acquisition (JIPSA) was set 
up following the launch of ASGISA In its first year it focused on town and 
regional planners, engineers, technologists, artisans, information and 
communication technology skills, and placing unemployed graduates. It has 
set a number of ambitious targets to respond to the requirements of a 
growing economy, including producing an additional 1,000 professional 
engineers a year over the next four years. 

If it is to be effective and sustainable, these efforts need to encompass a 
range of interventions across all parts of the education and training 
system. The School Quality and Improvement Strategy, for example, aims to 
provide the poorest fifth of primary schools with resources for effective 
teaching. Although only in its first year, more than 5,000 schools have 
already been provided with books. There are 529 schools currently 
participating in the Dinaledi Schools programme, which is aimed at doubling 
the number of Higher Grade passes in maths and science from 24,000 in 2004 
to 50,000 in 2008. 

To make up the shortfall in skills available in the country, and as a 
stop-gap measure until the country is able to produce sufficient numbers of 
skilled South Africans, the Department of Labour has compiled a list of 
scarce and critical skills that Home Affairs uses to establish parameters 
for importing skills. The ASGISA annual report notes, however, that the 
process needs to be streamlined and the time to process applications 
reduced. 

The initiative has also focused on targeted strategies to encourage those 
industries and sectors of the economy that have the greatest potential for 
growth, investment, employment creation and poverty alleviation. Progress 
has been made in tourism, biofuels and business process outsourcing (which 
includes call centres). Much work has also been done to finalise a national 
industrial policy framework that can guide broader interventions to support 
the development of key industries. 

In tourism, work has been undertaken with the South African Police Service 
to improve the safety of tourists. Funding has been dedicated to supporting 
small and medium-sized tourism enterprises. To improve the country's 
capacity to absorb greater numbers of tourists, the number of inbound 
aircraft seats has increased by 700,000. 

A five-year strategy for business process outsourcing was adopted by cabinet 
in December. One of the issues it seeks to address is high 
telecommunications costs. Telkom has therefore agreed to benchmark its 
prices against South Africa's main competitors. Funds have been set aside 
over the next three years as an initial incentive for investors in this 
sector. 
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As programmes are developed and implemented for other growth sectors, it 
will be necessary to ensure sufficient production of materials and skills 
required for the extensive public investment programme. 

It is also important that the process of accelerated economic growth has an 
immediate impact on the conditions of life of the country's poor. In working 
to alleviate poverty, interventions should also ensure that ever greater 
numbers of people in the second economy have an opportunity to develop 
skills and access resources as a bridge to the first economy. 

One of these interventions is in the area of public employment programmes, 
specifically the Expanded Public Works Programme. Infrastructure maintenance 
and construction have created the equivalent of 70,000 full-time employment 
opportunities. In addition, early childhood development and community-based 
care systems are expected this year to create 72,000 permanent positions and 
205,000 temporary jobs. These and other 'second economy' programmes are to 
be substantially intensified. 

The annual report concludes by saying: "ASGISA is helping change the South 
African mindset. It is opening up possibilities for success in the fight 
against poverty and unemployment that seemed impossible only a few years 
ago. Government organisations, private companies and state-owned enterprises 
have all reviewed their plans and scaled them up in light of the new vision 
of accelerated and shared growth, revealed with ASGISA's help. 

"The first economic challenge after 1994 was to stabilise the economy and 
build a foundation for growth and development. As employment began to rise 
in 2003, and evidence suggested that poverty rates started declining, the 
focus shifted. The new challenge is to sustain higher rates of growth and 
ensure that growth is shared, and to lay the groundwork for another increase 
in the rate of growth at the end of this decade, if not earlier. The 
prospects of achieving all the objectives look brighter daily, and ASGISA 
will continue to illuminate the way forward." 

MORE INFORMATION: 

ASGISA Annual Report 2007 
http://www.info.gov.za/asgisa/ASGISA_Annual_Report.pdf 

JIPSA Progress Report 
http://www.info.gov.za/otherdocs/2007/jipsarep.pdf 

WHAT THE MEDIA SAYS 

False reports undermine credibility of media 

During the past weekend, 24-25 March, President Thabo Mbeki met the 
Mpumalanga ANC Provincial Executive Committee (PEC). He did this to 
implement a decision of the ANC National Working Committee, responding to 
requests by PECs that he should meet the latter to gain a better 
understanding of the challenges facing these important ANC collectives. 

The Mpumalanga visit was the fifth, after similar visits to the Eastern 
Cape, Western Cape, North West and Free State. As happened during these 
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other provincial visits, President Mbeki informed the media of the principal 
elements of his interaction with the Mpumalanga PEC, accompanied by the ANC provincial officials and the members of the ANC National Executive Committee 
(NEC) deployed in the Province. 

During the interaction with the media representatives, President Mbeki gave 
a report of what the PEC had reported about developments in the Mbombela 
(Nelspruit) municipality. This included the fact that the PEC and the ANC 
Regional Executive Committee (REC) of the Hlanzeni District within which 
Mbombela falls, had reported to the President that they had decided and 
acted on various decisions they had taken, before the President's visit, to 
change various decisions that had been taken by the ANC councillors who 
constitute the majority in the Mbombela council. President Mbeki informed 
the media that the PEC and Hlanzeni REC representatives present at the 
meeting he attended had unanimously confirmed these decisions. Among the 
media representatives present at this media briefing was a journalist from 
the "Sowetan" newspaper. 

We were therefore taken aback and greatly disturbed that the day after this 
press briefing in Mpumalanga, on 26 March, "Sowetan" carried a banner 
headline that read "Mbeki dumps council's decision". In its story, the 
newspaper reported that President Mbeki "yesterday reinstated a fired 2010 
Soccer World Cup official and saved a mayor from being kicked out... Mbeki, 
on completion of a two-day visit to the province yesterday, told journalists 
that he had ordered that Mogale (the '2010 official') be reinstated. Mbeki 
also dismissed a recommendation by the investigators that Nsibande (the 
Mayor) be dismissed." 

All that happened at the press conference reported by "Sowetan" in these 
terms was that President Mbeki stated in very clear language that he had 
been informed of these outcomes, affecting Mogale and Nsibande, during the 
course of his meeting with the Mpumalanga PEC. Indeed, responding to further 
media questions, the ANC Provincial Secretary gave the details of what had 
been agreed by the PEC and the Hlanzeni REC, concerning Mogale and Nsibande. 

The 26 March banner headline and report carried by "Sowetan" constitute a 
deliberate falsification of what the journalists, including the "Sowetan" 
representative, were told both by the President and the Provincial ANC 
leaders who participated in the press conference. In this regard, we do not 
know why "Sowetan" decided to publish lies, knowing that these were lies. 
What this newspaper did only served further to undermine the credibility of 
the media in general, already an established feature of our society. 

It confirmed the message that the readers of our newspapers are well advised 
to treat everything that is published with the greatest scepticism, because, 
in all likelihood, it might be false. For a long time already, we have 
complained about this phenomenon, according to which some in the media 
obviously understand that "freedom of the press" means "freedom of the press 
to invent news". 

To suppress criticism about the quality and the ethics of reporting in our 
media, starkly represented by the 26 March "Sowetan" report, some in the 
media are very quick to argue that such criticism constitutes an attempt to 
limit the constitutional right of freedom of the press. They do this to 
silence all criticism. 
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Unfortunately, in most cases, regardless of the legitimacy of the 
intervention, the media succeeds to silence its critics, all of whom are 
frightened of being labelled as enemies of our constitutional democracy, 
whether this accusation is justified nor not. 

Because of a particular frame of mind that informs some in our media, 
according to which these have convinced themselves that it is "good 
journalism" at all costs to oppose the ANC and our government, we have long accepted that we must at all times be ready to read and hear such deliberate and outright lies about the ANC and the government as those peddled by 
"Sowetan" in its 26 March edition. We know that the majority of our 
population shares our view in this regard. 

It has struck us as one of the extraordinarily peculiar features of the 
morality of our society, that, like the seemingly casual incidence of 
violence against the person, the conscious conveyance of lies by some 
journalists has come to be accepted by editors as a normal and acceptable practice of journalism. It seems that these editors do not understand the 
obvious reality that such conscious dishonesty belongs within the same 
social psychology that makes the most heinous crimes a normal and acceptable feature of the society of which they are members. 

By definition, habitual criminals are enemies of society and therefore feel 
no obligation to respect any social norms, except honour among thieves, 
enforced by the threat of death through murder. To defeat these, we have to, and will continue to rely on the sense of ethics of the citizenry, its 
deep-felt desire for peace and security, and the efficacy of our law 
enforcement agencies. 

When the media takes the decision also to disrespect all social norms, 
except honour among the dishonest, we are faced with the reality that we 
have few remedies. In part, this is because it is very easy to propagate 
such dishonourable behaviour as expressions of the "freedom of the press", and any attempts to protest such conduct as "a threat to the freedom of the press". 

However, we draw comfort from the fact that the masses of our people are a great deal more intelligent than some media practitioners believe or assume. These masses will not be misled by the lies that are told today, as they 
were not misled by the lies that were told by much of the media during the apartheid years. 

Perhaps, some time in future, the media will come to understand that it is in its own vital interest to tell the people the truth, rather than seek to 
feed into the heads of an unwilling population lies and prejudices intended 
to produce self-serving political outcomes. If ever we were to achieve this 
outcome, even "Sowetan" would know that it is very short sighted, 
deliberately to falsify a public conversation that was recorded on tape. 

This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANG web site at: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2007 /at12. htm 

To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 
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To unsubscribe yourself from the ANC Today mailing list go to: 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 

anctoday mailing list 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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* Letter from the President: Oliver Tambo Remembered 
* Celebrating our heritage: Ubuntu is learned, not natural or automatic, behavior 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Oliver Tambo Remembered 

Had he lived, Oliver Tambo would have been 90 years old a few days ago, on 27 
October, having been born on this day in 1917. To celebrate this birthday and honour 
a great leader of our people, many people gathered in Johannesburg on 27 October to 
launch the important book, Oliver Tambo Remembered, edited by a Member of the ANC 
National Executive Committee, Z Palla Jordan. 

The book contains acknowledgements by the publisher, Pan Macmillan South Africa, of a 
number of people, for what they did to make the book possible. These are Thembi and 
Dali Tambo, Lindiwe Mabuza, Z Palla Jordan, Mike Terry, Thami Ntenteni, Andrea 
Nattrass. The publisher also thanked Mats Asman, Paul Boateng, Nadine Hack and Jerry 
Dunfey for making available photographs in their possession. 

The Acknowledgements conclude by saying, "The publication of this book was only 
possible because of the generosity of all the contributors who took time out of their 
schedules to write their contributions, and in doing so have helped us to commemorate 
and celebrate the life of one of South Africa's most important leaders." 

I mention these Acknowledgements because I would like to join Macmillan and also 
extend our sincere thanks to the people mentioned by the publisher, including the 79 
contributors who supplied the articles and interviews that appear in Oliver Tambo 
Remembered, and therefore constitute the authors of the book. 

The contributors constitute a wide spectrum of South Africans and non-South Africans 
who reflect on the Oliver Tambo they met, their impressions of OR the person and OR 
the leader, and the impact on them of their interaction with Oliver Tambo. 

A review of the book 

Professor Kader Asmal spoke at the launch of Oliver Tambo Remembered on 27 October 
2007, at the Apartheid Museum in Johannesburg. Below .we reproduce some of the remarks 
made by Professor Asmal, which amount to a review of the book. 
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Among other things he said: "By instinct and philosophy, I am a republican but for me 
our High Commissioner in London (Lindiwe Mabuza), has always been a 'princess' as 
through her regal manner, she has been able to achieve the impossible - to get 80 
widely-dispersed individuals to celebrate Oliver Tambo's life ... 

"(The book) is a unique collection of responses from an extraordinary range of people 
recalling aspects of Oliver Reginald Tambo's life in a very personal 
remembrance ... Who else but Oliver could evoke such fond, warm and personal responses 
from 80 people, from the banker, de Rothschild, to a candid Geoffrey Howe, a former 
British Foreign Secretary, from the President of South Africa to ordinary South 
Africans, from lawyers and artists and from international activists? 

"Oliver Tambo Remembered should be recommended reading for everyone throughout the 
length and breadth of our country. It is not only for members of the African National 
Congress. The book should be in every secondary school as providing literary and 
historical insights into our freedom road. 

"It provides a unique insight into Oliver Tambo's leadership qualities - his 
intellect, his modesty, his loyalty, his inspiration, his refusal to resort to 
populism, his willingness to respect and to listen to others whatever their status in 
the movement and, above all, an absolute determination to achieve the vision of the 
new South Africa as enshrined in the Freedom Charter. It was these qualities which 
enabled him to preserve and strengthen the unity of the ANC during the most difficult 
annals of our history. 

"No histrionics, no tub-thumping, but calmness and reflection and always aware of the 
goal, freedom for our people. Reading this book, nobody can deny that one of OR's 
greatest qualities - and it contributed greatly to his influence - was dignity. His 
career invoked pride and a strong sense of belonging, a camaraderie in struggle which 
few other movements could match, and which we now seem to have lost. 

"Oliver Tambo's humanity shines through the pages of Oliver Tambo Remembered. It 
documents how he refused to put self before the ANC or to allow the ANC to put its 
interests before those of the people of South Africa. On the 90th anniversary of his 
birth, all of us in the African National Congress should honour Oliver Tambo's 
memory, by pledging to strive to embed these qualities into the root and branch of 
the movement throughout the country ... 

"At a time when the ANC is looking to the future and its leadership and that of the 
country, it is important to reflect on the lessons, qualities and defining moments of 
our past leaders to see what relevance we can draw for our present situation. 

"At this time we must recall, as many of the contributors have pointed out, the 
articulate manner in which OR crafted the language of debate - the absence of fiery, 
irrational, emotional rhetoric in his words and the characteristic of deliberation 
and communication of carefully constructed arguments always aimed at building the 
individuals, the movement and its cause. 

"It often saddens me to see how far from this we have moved in our current struggle 
for posts which we elevate to so-called succession, where it sometimes seems as if 
individuals, the movement and its continued historic cause and calling, seem to be 
fair game on the altar of personal ambition ... 

"Oliver Tambo's life was truly heroic, as so many contributors point out. But he did 
not give his life to make his country a fit place for heroes, but to ensure 
recognition for the courage and dignity of ordinary men and women living their daily 
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lives in peace and freedom. Everyday in South Africa, we are grateful for this gift 
from him." 

The relevance of our past leaders 

Given what the contributors to Oliver Tambe Remembered have written, it is obvious 
that they would agree with Kader Asmal, himself a contributor to the book, that, "At 
a time when the ANC is looking to the future and its leadership and that of the 
country, it is important to reflect on the lessons, qualities and defining moments of 
our past leaders to see what relevance we can draw for our present situation." 

In this regard, Kader Asmal said: "(OR's) career invoked pride and a strong sense of 
belonging, a camaraderie in struggle which few other movements could match, and which 
we now seem to have lost." 

In his review of Oliver Tambo Remembered when he spoke at the Apartheid Museum, Kader 
Asmal reported on the view shared by the contributors about Oliver Tambo's intellect, 
his aversion to populism, histrionics and tub-thumping, his capacity to approach all 
questions with calmness and reflection, the absence of fiery, irrational, emotional 
rhetoric in his words and his characteristic of deliberation and communication of 
carefully constructed arguments. 

Professor Asmal has correctly said that to empower ourselves correctly to respond to 
the challenges ahead, we must "reflect on the lessons, qualities and defining moments 
of our past leaders." 

That reflection must include a serious and honest effort to apply our minds to the 
challenge that Professor Asmal placed at the door of all genuine cadres of our 
movement when he expressed his regret that our movement seems to have lost the "pride 
and a strong sense of belonging, a camaraderie in struggle" to which OR made an 
invaluable contribution. 

We must use our intellects, as OR would have done, without resort to irrational, 
emotional rhetoric, and present carefully constructed arguments to answer the 
critically important question - why does it seem that we have lost the pride in our 
movement which Oliver Tambo inspired throughout the ranks of our members and 
supporters? 

The necklacing must stop 

In his own article in Oliver Tambo Remembered, Kader Asmal correctly refers to a 
closed meeting that took place in Harare in September 1987 during that year's 
International Conference on Children, Repression, and the Law in Apartheid South 
Africa, which was attended by a significant number of representatives of our 
country's mass democratic movement. He writes: 

"A call was made for all the South Africans to gather together, away from the 
conference ... There was silence when (OR) spoke movingly about violence by the regime 
and then, about 'necklacing'. There was a hush - exiles did not know what would 
happen next - but then there was a dramatic full-throated roar of approval when Tambo 
said, 'This must stop'. 

"I don't think he had discussed this matter with the NEC of the ANC. His was a cry, 
drawing on the humanism of our struggle and the need to relate means to ends. He did 
not need anyone's permission to do this." 

Page 3 j 



I (2007/11/05) Logavinogarie Reddy-ANC Today 2 November 2007 

Professor Asmal is correct that Oliver Tambo wanted the 'necklacing' to stop, driven 
by the humanism of our struggle and the need to ensure that this struggle did not 
turn our people into blood-thirsty and mindless brutes with no respect for human life 
and human dignity. 

At the ANC Headquarters in Lusaka, we had discussed the urgent need to call on the 
masses of our people firmly to repudiate the practice of 'necklacing'. At the same 
time, our Headquarters was interested that the call of our movement in this regard 
should enjoy the support of the leadership of the mass democratic movement in our 
country. 

OR thought the presence of many among this leadership at the Harare International 
Conference on Children provided us with a good opportunity to communicate the message 
that the entirety of our movement had to intervene to stop the 'necklacing'. To 
ensure that this message reached the masses of our people, successful arrangements 
were also made to ensure that it reached some sections of our domestic media. 

Considering the importance of OR's statement on 'necklacing', Helen Suzman sought to 
have this statement published. To her dismay, PW Botha refused. Cynically, Botha 
preferred that the 'necklacing' should continue. This would give the apartheid regime 
the possibility, with charred human bodies as evidence, further to demonise 
especially the ANC and the United Democratic Front (UDF), falsely attributing the 
unacceptable practice of 'necklacing' to them! 

I have referred to this episode to make the point that the ANC that Oliver Tambo 
built, of which millions were and are proud, was and is characterised by a value 
system symbolised by the life, the words and deeds of that great hero of our people, 
Oliver Tambo. 

The loss of noble values? 

It is because there are some who claim to belong among us, but act in a manner that 
is openly contemptuous of this value system, that Kader Asmal was moved to grieve 
that we now seem to have lost something of great value to us as members and cadres of 
the ANC. But what is the reason for this? 

It is not difficult to discover this reason. This is that the titanic struggle our 
movement waged for many decades, during which Oliver Tambo played the unequalled role 
explained by the contributors to Oliver Tambo Remembered, emerged victorious in 1994. 
That victory also resulted in our election as a governing party, which gave us a 
people's mandate to control the levers of state power. 

The fact of the matter is that some within our movement, and others who joined us 
because there was no longer any danger of arrest, persecution and death, as was the 
case during the years of struggle, saw our victory, the victory of the National 
Democratic Revolution, as a golden opportunity for them to abuse state power to 
advance their personal interests, especially to accumulate personal material wealth. 

When I addressed the Constitutional Assembly on 8 May 1996, on the occasion of the 
adoption of our Constitution, and speaking on behalf of our movement, the ANC, I 
said: 

"Among us prowl the products of our immoral and amoral past - killers who have no 
sense of the worth of human life, rapists who have absolute disdain for the women of 
our country, animals who would seek to benefit from the vulnerability of the 
children, the disabled and the old, the rapacious who brook no obstacle in their 
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quest for self-enrichment. 

"All this I know and know to be true because I am an African. Because of that, I am 
also able to state this fundamental truth that I am born of a people who are heroes 
and heroines .. The great masses who are our mother and father will not permit that 
the behaviour of the few results in the description of our country and people as 
barbaric." 

There are a few among our ranks who "brook no obstacle in their quest for 
self-enrichment" and other forms of self-elevation. These are the people Kader Asmal 
warned us about when he said that we must do everything to remain loyal to the memory 
of Oliver Tambo, who "refused to put self before the ANC or to allow the ANC to put 
its interests before those of the people of South Africa." 

He sought to alert us to the need to oppose in a principled manner, relying on 
carefully constructed arguments, without resort to populism, histrionics, 
tub-thumping, irrational and emotional rhetoric, all those that have put our noble 
people's movement in disrepute. 

These range from: 

* the criminals who, while wearing ANC t-shirts, have corruptly abused their 
positions in government to manipulate government tenders to enrich themselves and 
their collaborators; 
* through those in the public service, members of the ANC and the progressive trade 
union movement, who have illegally given themselves social grants meant for the poor; 
* to those who attend ANC meetings carrying weapons, to intimidate loyal members of 
our movement to elect them into positions of leadership; 
* to those who work to build a personal support base within our movement by buying 
membership cards for people who have not sought to join the ANC, and promoting 
cronies to occupy senior positions in our movement, even relying on ethnic 
mobilisation; 
* to those who organise and finance mercenary groups of "concerned citizens", who 
often engage in public violent demonstrations, apparently protesting about 'failures 
in service delivery', with the demonstrators sympathetically and wrongly presented by 
the media as 'angry residents'; 
* to those who use their positions within our movement to institute illegitimate 
disciplinary action against those who differ from them, to secure the expulsion of 
honest and dedicated revolutionaries; 
* to those who have sought to discredit the laws, the criminal justice institutions 
and procedures of the democratic state, and therefore the democratic state brought 
about by the sacrifices of the masses of our people, to justify illegal actions; and, 
* those who, in the most obscene manner, not hesitating to use similarly obscene 
language, openly disrupt ANC public gatherings, in pursuit of objectives that stand 
in direct opposition to everything that Oliver Tambo stood for. 

None of these activities is consistent with the values the masses of our people and 
their movement, the ANC, uphold. These masses remain, as ever, our mother and father, 
and will not permit that the unacceptable behaviour of the few damages the image and 
prestige of their movement. 

A revolutionary oath 

To remind all of us of what it means to be a member of the ANC, at our 2005 National 
General Council, I quoted the Oath contained in the ANC Constitution, to which all 
ANC members, who join and remain members of our movement of their free will, must 
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subscribe. The Oath says: 

"I solemnly declare that I will abide by the aims and objectives of the African 
National Congress as set out in the Constitution, the Freedom Charter and other duly 
adopted policy positions, that I am joining the organisation voluntarily and without 
motives of material advantage or personal gain, that I agree to respect the 
Constitution and the structures and to work as a loyal member of the organisation, 
that I will place my energies and skills at the disposal of the organisation and 
carry out tasks given to me, that I will work towards making the ANC an even more 
effective instrument of liberation in the hands of the people, and that I will defend 
the unity and integrity of the organisation and its principles, and combat any 
tendency towards disruption and factionalism." 

The overwhelming majority of our members and supporters unreservedly respect and 
strive to honour the noble perspective contained in this Oath. This majority will not 
allow that the movement that Oliver Tambo built, based on these prescriptions, gets 
derailed by a few who are members of the African National Congress only because they 
have bought ANC membership cards, diverting it from its historic task successfully to 
lead the National Democratic Revolution. 

Fundamental tasks of the revolution 

When he opened the conference on "Whites in a Changing South Africa", convened by the 
Five Freedoms Forum and the African National Congress in Lusaka on 1 July 1989, 
Oliver Tambo said: "It is indeed our collective responsibility to rid our country of 
the cause of conflict, deprivation and disunity which has earned it the distaste of 
the rest of humanity. We are not an accursed people, singularly incapable of raising 
ourselves from the quagmire of racism and human degradation. Ours is a gifted and 
industrious society, with as yet untapped potential to offer humankind a towering 
example of non-racial unity based on the recognition of the rich tapestry of cultures 
that make up South Africa. We can and must do it!" 

Oliver Tambo said all this 18 years ago in 1989. The ANC is still confronted with the 
task to lead all our people, black and white, to: 

* rid our country of the cause of conflict, deprivation and disunity among our 
people; and, 
* offer humankind a towering example of non-racial unity based on the recognition of 
the rich tapestry of cultures that make up South Africa. 

As Kader Asmal said, and as all the contributors to Oliver Tambo Remembered would 
say, this immensely valuable book is required reading for all our people because it 
provides us with a vivid picture of what kind of cadre and citizen we need to ensure 
that we accomplish the national goals Oliver Tambo set our nation in 1989. 

Oliver Tambo Remembered tells us why Nelson Mandela said at the funeral of his 
lifelong friend and comrade, Oliver Tambo - "Let all of us who live say that while we 
live, the ideals for which Oliver Tambo lived, sacrificed, and died, will not die!" 

Reflecting this commitment faithfully to honour the memory of Oliver Tambo, one our 
freedom songs, that was derived from a hymn, and which we sang during the difficult 
years of the liberation struggle, says: 

Ma ebizwa amagama amaqhawe 
Ngab' elami 
Ngolifica likhona! 
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Koba njani 
Sesihlezi noTambo 
Sesimtshela 
NgamaBhun' egingqika! 

(When the roll call of heroes and heroines is read, will my name feature among these? 
What will the atmosphere be when we meet Tambo to report to him about how we, 
revolutionary combatants, destroyed the oppressors!) 

Thabo Mbeki 

<Readers' Views - Musa Xulu> 

CELEBRATING OUR HERITAGE 

Ubuntu is learned, not natural or automatic, behavior 

There is a saying in isiZulu language which says: "Umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu", meaning 
a human being is a human being because of others, or one owes one's humanity to other 
people. It has equivalents in almost every African language spoken in South Africa. 
Its essence is to define the basics of humanity. Because it is mentioned so often its 
deeper meaning is often perused over, and accepted as known to all. Experience, 
however, shows that this is not necessarily so. 

lsiZulu, like many other related African languages, uses idioms, sayings and even 
non-linguistic, but related, expressions like music, theatre and dance to communicate 
the fundamentals of life and its under-bearing social order. The essence of language 
in Africa, therefore, is not just to allow people to talk and get through life; it is 
to consistently define life and its meanings and preserve tangible and intangible 
knowledge systems. 

Consequently, humans, rivers, mountains, skies, the weather, animals, and in fact 
everything, has life and patterns of behavior that need consistent definition, As 
these change, so does language. Its expansion is in this way continuous as it 
attempts to define the changes. When, as a result of schooling, the missionaries, 
urbanisation and industrialisation, Africans came to contact with new words and new 
meanings the African languages expanded tremendously. 

Umuntu, at its simplest meaning, is a person or human being. This is so, until one 
hears someone thanking some good done towards him/ her by saying: "ungenze umuntu," 
meaning, "you have made me into a human being" or negatively: "U Sibanibani, akumuntu 
lowo" meaning, so and so is not a human being. So, to be umuntu is an attained 
status. One has to constantly work towards attaining this status. Once attained, it 
must be maintained. Furthermore, it seems to be revered, or to have been revered and 
held in high status in the past. Thus, one would hear: "Eyi! u Sibanibani, umuntu 
lowo," meaning so and so is a human being. However, there is not to be heard 
something like: "Mina ngiwumuntu" or such self- praise. It seems like this status is 
always bestowed by others. Further, it cannot be demanded, it cannot be asked for, it 
can, however, be worked for. 

This is where the role of others creeps in to the lives of individuals. For one to 
attain this most sought after status of being umuntu one needs the participation of 
others in their life. One also needs the general acceptance of their standards of 
behavior, talk, walk, dress and actually be cultured in a manner that meets the basis 
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of humanity. Umuntu is definable. 

There are various contexts in which one's approval by others is demonstrative of the 
attainment of the umuntu status. It should be pointed out that in isiZulu there are 
many words which define people who, through their behavioral patterns and other, are 
not able to attain the status of umuntu. Among these are: umgulukudu, a badly 
behaved, ill-mannered vagabond, and inswelaboya, one who displays animal-like 
behavior, but lacks, animal skin and hairs. Even today no-one seeks to be labeled in 
these terms. 

In traditional African society music gives meaning to the saying "umuntu ngumuntu 
ngabantu". African music is organised in a call-and-response format. There is often 
one leader who starts the song, and a chorus of many who respond. In almost all the 
time, the leader is desperate for the response, because if it does not come, this may 
mean non-acceptance of their person. Ultimately when the song is ripe, the dancer 
steps forward to begin the dance. They too, are desperate for the chorus response, 
hand-clapping, ululating and general encouragement, because should these not come, 
the dancer will simply be unable to continue with the dance. The dancer needs these, 
because a successful dance improves one's chances of being recognised as umuntu. In a 
traditional setting no one wants to live as a non-umuntu, angimuntu walutho. However, 
it is also important to mention that a successful dance is not always the one which 
is aesthetically superior, but the one in which there is collective, cascaded 
participation by those who complement the dance, hand clappers, ululating parties, 
drummers and admirers .. 

According to ethnomusicologist, John Miller Chernoff (1979), music thus ordered works 
to establish a framework for communal integrity and "offers a superb approach to 
understanding Africans' attitudes about what their relationship to each other should 
be." In such events people are always alert of each other and act in complementary 
ways. According to John Blacking (1980) the Venda tshikona dance achieves this 
interrelatedness of human beings, and, as it happens, creates the biggest universe 
known to Venda society as each one present demonstrably sees the role of others in 
their life. 

In most African communities the dependence of one's life to the cooperation and 
complementarity of others is also demonstrated through exchange of gifts. Exchange of 
gifts is one of Africa's biggest inheritances. People just want to give, and give 
back, even poor to the rich. When a wedding occurs in the village, many people, some 
totally unrelated to the bride and groom, will go out of their way to procure gifts 
for their relatives, which they give out as the wedding proceeds, as a side event. 

lmonjonjo, in isiZulu, is beer prepared by non-relatives of the bride and groom who 
use the wedding event as a platform to cement their own relations by exchanging gifts 
of beer and snacks on the sides of the main event. In this way, an African wedding, 
due to its all-complementary nature is a festival of shows, side-shows and gifts. It 
is not expected that the wedding parties themselves should provide everything for 
their guests. In line with umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu, the wedding parties only provide 
a stage for this chain of shows, side shows, gifts and complementarity to take place. 
The bride thus weds to the village, and the groom is a brother-in-law to everyone in 
the bride's village. And so, relations multiply. 

There is another complex issue closely related to the idea of complementary 
existence. After putting an emphasis on one's dependence on others for the completion 
of one's identity, it is possible to think that in African thought there is no 
concept of individuality. To the contrary, there is a lot of individuality, but its 
acceptable existence exists within the self same context of umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu. 
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Its meaning is that one needs the communal whole to advance one's individuality. In 
traditional Zulu society the biggest marker of one's individuality was one's set of 
praises -izibongo. But one seldom composed their own izibongo; this being left to the 
discretion of others, who compose their praises based on their known and accepted 
achievements. But such achievements must meet with the criteria for generally 
accepted public behavior. To have no praises or to have short praises would be 
indicative of one's ineptness. 

So, the dancer as well needed the communal whole to demonstrate their dance skills, 
but they had to be part of the communal whole first, and to be known for 
complementing others. No matter how beautiful the song, people would not respond to 
it, if they had not established the credentials of the leader of the song. And no 
matter how beautifully one dances, no one would recite one's praises unless they were 
composed within the communal whole. 

At the level of economic activity, it is often easy to understand African attitudes 
to wealth, if one reconstructs the pre-colonial economy through language and social 
patterns. Zulus, especially during the time of Kings Shaka to Cetshwayo (1816 to 
1879), were basically accumulators of wealth. This is supported by Shaka's praises: 
"Oth'esadl'ezinye, wadl'ezinye" (a reference to his capturing of others' 
izinkomo-cattle) To have many cattle, goats, sheep and to work all the land available 
and have plenty of provisions and food security, immediately raised the social status 
of an individual. King Shaka himself undertook many attacks and expeditions in 
pursuit of wealth, mainly cattle and women. The inner circle of his council were all 
rich men, who had many cattle, wives and children. Kings and their inner circle 
needed cattle to sustain the economy of the state and their politics of patronage. 
So, they went to war. 

However, there is a concept in isiZulu called ukusisa. In ukusisa, the rich lended 
part of their wealth - cattle - to the poor to allow them to build their own wealth. 
At some stage in future cattle so given would have to be returned, but not their 
offspring, which became the property of the borrower. And so the wealth was spread 
and shared. 

Within such a framework, the community would take responsibility to ensure that each 
household had adequate food and supply of milk and meat. And so, different households 
would organise an ilimo, which included brewing beer and inviting or allowing the 
whole community to come and work one's fields. So, when the time for harvest arrived, 
every household would have enough food. Some kings even organised food festivals and 
went to the extent of ritualising food and food supply. The Zulu First Fruits 
Ceremony, umkhosi wokweshwama, is an example. It has equivalents in most parts of 
Africa and the Diaspora. These took the form of bring and share, and provided 
opportunities to prove that the nation had enough food supplies. 

A religious belief system in which the departed continuously watch over the living, 
which the departed themselves are judged and have their lives and influence expanded 
by those who remember them, ensures complementarity between the living and the dead, 
each in need of the other. In African thought a person truly dies when his influence 
on the living ends, and so he is forgotten. No ancestor wants to be forgotten. 

There is language for every occasion in most African languages. Speech becomes 
structured differently when there is a death, and speech so meant cannot be used in a 
wedding and in everyday life. 

In traditional Zulu society women continuously expand the horizons of the language by 
engaging in hlonipha language, So, all women married to the Zulu of eNtembeni clan 
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near Melmoth, where Sitheku, son of king Mpande, is the chief ancestor, avoid at all 
cost any word that involves theku and will, therefore, refer to eThekwini {Durban) as 
e-Hwebini. Those married to the Zungu of Manzini will avoid pronouncing the word 
amanzi {water), and call it amada. The effect of hlonipha language is to raise the 
status of the ancestor, exploiting the power of what is not said. It also expands the 
language by providing new words and new meanings to words. So, an ancestor needs 
women to marry in to his clan in order to hlonipha him and thus immortalise his 
name - by avoiding its mention. 

Clan names, izithakazelo {iziduko in Xhosa), provide a platform for individuals to 
expand their personal identities. Firstly, before surnames emerged, possibly some 200 
to 300 years ago, at least in Zulu society, people were known by their names and the 
names of their father, always mentioned together in sequence. So, u Shaka ka 
Senzangakhona, that is Shaka of Senzangakhona; uZulu ka Nogandaya, that is, Zulu 
whose father is Nogandaya. One needs a good name for one's father to enhance one's 
identity, and so ill-treating one's parents is out of the question. 

A woman who married would be known as ka - then the name of the father and later the 
surname. Thus, ka Mbondi (daughter of Mbondi), ka Majola. (daughter of Majola), 
kaMsweli, daughter of Msweli, and so on. Women would be further identified with the 
solo song - inkondlo, which they sing, compulsorily so, during the wedding. Of course 
solo here is still within the confines of umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu. No-one could sing 
solo without the participation of others.These days married women are only Mrs so and 
so. Does it enhance their status? 

The concept of umuntu is linked to the concept of ubuntu, which would be all 
activities which make one qualify as umuntu. The intervening period of slavery, 
colonialism. and apartheid did much to hurt the concepts of ubuntu and umuntu as an 
attained, learned and taught status. The effect was to erase the supporting knowledge 
that defines it. However, even today contemporary African communities in the 
townships, rural villages and even suburbs are very much grappling with living by the 
concept of ubuntu. Everyone wants to be an umuntu. But do they know how?. Only now 
there are no opportunities for people to learn to be an umuntu-abantu, So, many do 
not attain the status. This impacts on their sense of judgment, discretion, and even 
where some celebrate crime, criminality and bad behavior while seeing no value in the 
lives of others. So, killing them becomes easy. Are criminals rapists, cheats and 
others abantu? Traditional society provided for rehabilitation. 

So, of what significance are these ideas, values, expressions? Well, they fall in the 
category of intangible heritage. It is the intellectual aspect of heritage, that 
which cannot be touched, but is there and is definitive of life around us. What shall 
be done? 

Ubuntu and good citizenship are learned, not automatic behaviors. Umuntu remains an 
evasive but attainable status. Black South Africa needs platforms to recycle these 
ideals so they gain currency. At the least they can be appendaged to our education 
system. What of our museums, archives, universities and libraries? Is it not time 
that cultural officers and students should be out there collecting intangible 
heritage and structuring it for preservation and recycling? What of publishing firms? 
What of themes for indigenous films? What of indigenous musicals, theatre and 
commercial music? 

KwaZulu Natal Premier Sibusiso Ndebele's provincial heritage initiatives of seeking 
to collect and consolidate all written records on and about isiZulu, motivated by the 
death of Professor Mazisi Kunene last year, and the Family Roots Project, aimed at 
assisting clans and families trace their roots and reconnect, to name a few, will, 
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when accomplished, give reality and meaning to the urgency of reconstructing African 
realities in this ever transforming South Africa. 

** Prof Musa Xulu is an ethnomusicologist and cultural researcher, and advisor in the 
Office of the Premier, KwaZulu Natal. This article, the second from Prof Xulu, is 
part of a series from readers on the subject of African languages and literature. 

More articles and comments will be published in future editions. 

This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: 
http://www.anc.org .za/ancdocs/anctoday/2007 /at43. htm 

To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANC Today mailing list go to: 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 

anctoday mailing list 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Our Languages matter! 

On February 21, the world will celebrate International Mother Language Day, to 
promote the linguistic and cultural diversity. This year's celebration is special 
because the United Nations General Assembly has proclaimed 2008 as the International 
Year of Languages, under the theme "Languages Matter!". 

In his message on the celebration, the Director General of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), Koichiro Matsuura appeals 
for the importance of linguistic diversity and multilingualism to be acknowledged 
everywhere - in education, administrative and legal systems, in cultural expressions 
and in the media, cyberspace and trade. "Let all the members of the United Nations 
family, all the Member States, and partners and friends of UNESCO join together to 
show that "languages matter", he says. 

The promotion of languages and celebration of our cultural diversity is held dearly 
by the African National Congress. This is because in addition to the national goal of 
liberation, attained with the democratic elections in 1994, the ANC has always sought 
to build a non-racial, non-sexist and democratic South Africa, united in her 
diversity. 

As we asserted in our Social Transformation Discussion Document ahead of the 52nd 
National Conference and beyond, the ANC recognises that we are at the beginning of a 
long journey to a truly united, democratic and prosperous South Africa, in which the 
value of all citizens is measured by their humanity, without regard to race, gender 
and social status. We said: "Inspired by the Freedom Charter and the principles 
enshrined in the Reconstruction and Development Programme, we continue unabated with 
our social transformation programme, informed by the democratic principles of the , 
people-centred and people-driven state and a value system based on human solidarity, : 
These pillars are the attributes of a caring society and it beckons-us to forge a 
social compact - made up of all races - that has, as its central objective of social 
policy, the preservation and development of human resources, including ourlanguages - .• 
and ensuring social cohesion". -::;· ... , .· 
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Primary among the objectives of building this equal and just society should be our collective determination to promote and celebrate our multiculturalism, which gives our country its unique identity. 

There should be a renewed effort at all levels to promote multilingualism and the development of all official languages, including the South African Sign Language and the languages referred to in the South African Constitution. Our key institutions such as government or parliament should assist us to promote the right to diversity which is enshrined in our Constitution. Our Cabinet recently instructed all 
government departments to establish language units, so that information they produce can be made available to citizens in their mother tongues. We trust that departments are taking this executive directive seriously. Mass communication that is not done in all 11 languages cannot serve the purpose of adequately communicating to all South Africans. It is a challenge we must confront, and overcome. 

Education is fundamental to the achievement of the society envisaged in the Freedom Charter. We have a responsibility to guide our children who are growing up in an increasingly cosmopolitan environment, to learn and speak as many of our official languages as possible. We have to ensure that they do not develop any contempt for their mother tongues, their communities of origin and their history. 

Opportunities have come to the fore for such mother tongue promotion, such as the introduction of the new School Pledge and the launch of the new massive literacy drive soon. Children can be encouraged to develop a sense of pride in their country as well as in their languages if they also recite the School Pledge in different languages depending on the region. 

We also would better serve the interests of the majority of South Africans, including our illiterate or semi-literate citizens, if we concentrate on strengthening their command of their mother tongues in addition to the skills of managing essential economic and social processes. But this task is not the responsibility of government alone. We all have a duty to promote our mother languages. 

Our intelligentsia and authors could also begin to use mother tongues more as languages of intellectual engagement and publishing. We should be having books in our history being produced in mother tongues, for our history and heritage to be accessible to all our people. It means we must all also promote the reading of mother tongue literature in our country. There are classics in isiZulu by authors such as BW Vilakazi, Otty Nxumalo, CT Msimang and others, and in isiXhosa for example lngqumbo yeminyanya by AC Jordan and several others. These are the types of books whose world will be shut forever to our youth who still have to be introduced to mother tongue literature. 

Our print media too, should ideally be available in more languages, not just English and Afrikaans. It is a pity that a newspaper such as lmvo Zabantsundu was closed down. Other than its rich history, it would be playing a critical role of promoting mainstream reading and interaction in the isiXhosa language. KwaZulu-Natal appears to be the only province with a flourishing mother tongue media, with successful commercial titles such as UMAFRIKA, llanga and lsolezwe as well as several community papers in isiZulu. We need to replicate the formula in other provinces. Here is a challenge to our current and budding media owners! The market clearly.exists; given .. the success of the existing publications. 

As Matsuura points out: "Languages are absolutely vital to the identity of groups and, individuals, and their peaceful coexistence. They are a strategic factor in advances: . 
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towards sustainable development and the harmonious coordination of the global and the local. Far from being a field reserved for analysis by specialists, languages lie at the heart of all social, economic and cultural life". 

May I in advance then, wish all South Africans and nations of the world a Happy International Mother Language Day on the 21st. 

Jacob G Zuma 

<Viewpoint: Naledi Pandor> 

THE NATIONAL SCHOOLS PLEDGE 

A commitment to uphold the Bill of Rights 

This week government released a proposed schools pledge and the public has been invited to comment on it. 

The Star of 14 February 2008 captured the aim of the pledge the best: 
"We had a wonderful new Constitution, but we never lived in its spirit, nor infused our own lives with its tenets. Which is why we say today that the [pledge] that is being proposed for all school pupils is something that should be welcomed. It represents an opportunity that we should grasp with both hands, if we are truly serious about forging a nation that is as rich in its diversity as it is in its unity''. 

The pledge is a commitment made by learners to uphold the Bill of Rights in the Constitution. The aim of reciting the pledge is to internalise those values we as South Africans have accepted as important. We agreed to enshrine these rights in our Constitution. 

The first three lines of the pledge are based on the preamble to the Constitution, and the fourth line is a commitment to upholding the core value of dignity in the Bill of Rights. The remaining lines commit all who recite the pledge to uphold the rights granted in the Constitution and their associated duties and responsibilities. 
This is the proposed pledge: 
"We, the youth of South Africa, 
Recognising the injustices of our past, 
Honour those who suffered and sacrificed for justice and freedom. We will respect and protect the dignity of each person and stand up for justice. We sincerely declare that we shall uphold the rights and values of our Constitution, and promise to act in accordance with the duties and responsibilities that flow from these rights. 
! KEE: I XARRA/ I KE 
Nkosi Sikelel' iAfrika." 

Now compare the pledge to the preamble to the Constitution: "We, the people of South Africa, 
Recognise the injustices of our past; 
Honour those who suffered for justice and freedom in our land; Respect those who have worked to build and develop our country; and Believe that South Africa belongs to all who live in it, united in our.diversity:"· 
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The similarities are clear. 

It seems to me, from talking to young people, that these are universal values that you'd want any human being to believe in. We have an advanced Constitution that is routinely admired the world over, but the Bill of Rights in the Constitution contains a range of rights that you will find in slightly varying forms in most modern Constitutions. 

In 1996 South Africa embraced the final Constitution. The schools pledge draws on our embrace. The pledge will play a role in drawing together the youth of South Africa in a shared sense of responsibility. 

The pledge speaks very much to the values that we should all internalize and encourage our young people to take up as part of their core purpose in our society. 
South Africa is an emerging nation, a society boldly building a new vision and identity. The schools pledge merges history and the future by briefly recalling the past and by presenting to young people a vision of a South Africa in which respect and dignity for all permeates all our actions. 

It is encouraging to note the engaged manner in which many people have responded to the proposed pledge. We trust that the submissions will assist us to finalise the pledge soon. 

** Naledi Pander is the National Minister of Education 

<Viewpoint: Mathole Motsekga> 

THE NATIONAL SCHOOLS 

A Common Heritage Of Humanity 

In his State-of-the-Nation Address on February 11, 2008, President Thabo Mbeki, raised the matter of a national schools pledge to be recited by school children. The following day, February 12, 2008, the Minister of Education, Naledi Pandor, unveiled a pledge that the government intends all school children to recite during morning assembly. The ANC welcomes this noble initiative and the warm reception it received from majority of South Africans, both black and white, who have expressed support for it. 

The national schools pledge unveiled by the Minister is born out of the moral vision that guided the ANC over many years of struggle. It embodies principles and values which evolved over many centuries and become a common heritage of humanity. It is therefore important that we briefly highlight the historical background of this heritage and how it came to be part and parcel of our constitutional order. 
The democratic breakthrough of 1994 opened the door for the pursuit of our strategic objective of creating a united, non-racial, non-sexiest and prosperous society, This monumental task required us to search for common values for our diverse society, The task was made easier by our realisation and acknowledgement that South Africa.and the African Continent is the Cradle of all humanity. . . 
The human family segmented and dispersed to different continents. Over thous~mdirof:· · '· . 
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years segments of the human family that left the continents returned and a re-integration of humanity began. Thus many African nations, for instance, South Africa, are a product of many streams of history and culture. Our country, therefore, represents the origins, dispersal and re-integration of humanity. 

The colonial and Apartheid education systems that we inherited denied us the true history and culture of humanity and the knowledge that humanity is essentially one. The archeological and paleontological evidence that show that humanity originated in Africa and it is one, finds support in the perennial philosophy of the African sage Khem, also known as Thoth-Hermes. 

Lord Khem of Thoth-Hermes taught that a human being is both mortal and immortal because s/he is made of spiritual and material substances. The spiritual aspect of the human personality is the quintessential element that imbues it with its worth and dignity. The Khemetic or Hermetic text lmhotep (Greek Aesclapius) expressed the concept of human dignity in the maxim magnum miraculum homo est (i.e. (hu)man is the greatest miracle). 

Ancient Greek, Jewish and Sufis (i.e. Islamic) philosophers were followers of Thoth-Hermes and they used Hermetic texts to found their own philosophies. Among the Jews Thoth-Hermes came to be known as Enoch and among the Moslems as Idris. 

The twelfth-century Sufi philosopher Suhrawardi taught that all the ancient sages have followed a single perennial philosophy which is found at the heart of all religions. According to Suhrawardi this philosophy had come from the Egyptian Sage Thoth-Hermes. He identified this sage with the prophet called Idris in the Koran and Enoch in the Bible. 

The arrival in fourteenth-century Florence, Italy, of Hermetic texts inspired the rebirth of spiritual humanism that led to an extraordinary flowering of arts and sciences known as the Renaissance (i.e. rebirth) which laid the foundation for the modern age. The resulting modern societies of Europe embarked on journeys of exploration to find raw materials, slave labour and colonies for exploitation. 

The slave trade and colonialism by their nature jettisoned spirituality and human values inherited from Hermeticsm. 

Wars of Conquests resulted in the subjugation of the African population, including the Khoi and the San who were subjected to genocidal campaigns, as well as Indian communities and slaves from Southeast Asia and other areas. Despite their heroic resistance, the African people were defeated in a series of wars that took place over two and half centuries of colonial expansion. 

The Settler White communities also fought among themselves in the Anglo-Boer (now South African) war and later reached a political settlement that excluded Africans, Indians and Coloureds. The Settlement led to the formation of the Union of South Africa. The ANC was formed in 1912 to respond to this challenge. 

In the ensuing struggle against this colonialism of a special type various sectors of society played a critical role. These sectors included workers, the rural masses, · women, youth, students, the religious community, the intelligentsia, professionals · etc. In the course of the struggle for Civil and political rights a new value informed by the 16th and 17th century philosophy of enlightenment was born. : 

The birth of a new value 
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The South African colonial system was based on the intersection of relations of power based on class, race and gender. These social and biological features were used to exclude, repress and arrest the development of the potential of individuals and communities. This deliberate underdevelopment of people by others degraded and dehumanised black people while giving whites a sense of superiority complex. In this process black people lost their humanity. 

After the formation of the ANC, the recovery of African humanity became the central feature of the struggle for freedom, equality and justice for all. The principle of humanity and its inherent values of freedom, equality and justice for all could be traced back to the Hermetic principles of equality, liberty and brotherhood which were adopted by the Freemasons and used to mobilize popular support in both the French and American Revolutions. The Haitan Revolutionaries and early Pan African leaders were inspired by the same values. Thus by the 19th and 20th Centuries these principles and values had become universal. 

Human values in South Africa 

The culture of human rights took shape for the first time in 1923 when the ANC National Conference adopted a Bill of Rights. 

In its opening paragraph the Bill asserted the humanity of African people and their right to participate in the social and economic life of the country. In the 1930s Charlotte Manye-Maxeke claimed that women's rights were also human rights. At the same time the Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA) and the Trade Union Movement placed workers' rights high on the agenda. 

During World War I and II Black people supported the Allied Forces hoping that in the event of victory, civil and political rights will also be extended to them. But in 1941 when Churchhill and Roosevelt proclaimed the Atlantic Charter they failed to extend the right to self-determination and human rights to African and Asian peoples. 

In 1948, the ANC adopted the African Claims which asserted its claim to these rights. The failure of the Allied forces to extend civil and political rights to African people most probably encouraged the Nationalist Party to rise to power on the platform of separate development or Apartheid in the same year. Apartheid degraded and dehumanised black people while giving whites a sense of superiority complex. In their process black people lost their humanity. 

In 1955 the ANC adopted the Freedom Charter after extensive consultation with the people of South Africa. The Freedom Charter is probably the only Bill of Rights in the World which was developed and adopted by the people of a country as a whole. The humanity (Ubuntu/Botho) of all people and its inherit principles of equality, freedom and justice for all underlies the Freedom Charter. 

The mobilisation of the people around Freedom Charter and its underlying principles and values made the democratic breakthrough of 1994 possible. These principles and values found their way into the opening paragraph of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. The national schools pledge unveiled by the minister is, informed by and reflects human values, rights and responsibilities which evolved over hundreds of - , years. 

Substantive content of the Pledge 

The injustices referred to in the pledge can be traced back to the slave trade and wars of conquests which took place during the 17th and 18th century, colonialism and · · 
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Apartheid and the resulting wars of national liberation. In the slave revolts and all subsequent wars all South Africans, both black and white, suffered injustices while others sacrificed their lives and property for justice and freedom. 

In the pledge, the youth recalls and recognises the injustices of the past and honor those who fought for freedom and victims of the past slave revolts and wars. This recognition serves to instill the virtues of peace, love and adherence of conflict and violence among the youth. 

The youth makes an undertaking to respect and protect the humanity (i.e. dignity of each person) of all South Africans. This humanity is the source of all human and people's rights for which thousands of people sacrificed their properties and lives. Thus the Pledge cultivates human (Ubuntu/Botho) principles and values in the youth and commit them to fight against injustice wherever it rears its ugly head. 
The values and rights embodied in the Constitution of the Republic of South African and international human rights instruments derive from the humanity (Ubuntu/Botho) of all human beings, both black and white. Similarly, the duties and responsibilities of the youth derive from the humanity of all. The undertaking or commitment of the youth to uphold the rights and values of our constitution and to act in accordance with the duties and responsibilities that flow from them is an affirmation of the humanity of all, black and white, by the youth. This instills the virtues of peace and security in young people. 

The values and rights of our constitution and the rights and responsibilities that flow from them are the cornerstones of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights. The universality of the values and rights will serve to inculcate the principles of internationalism in young people. 
The national schools pledge is not a dogma that is rammed down the throats of South African youth. It is a sum total of Human Rights and Values born out of freedom struggles and the human quest for peace and security. The pledge should be strengthened by the incorporation of character building and human rights education in both formal and non-formal educational programmes. 

** Prof Mathole Motshekga is a member of the ANC National Executive Committee 

This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2008/at06.htm 

To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANC Today mailing list go to: http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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THIS WEEK: 

* Racism and sexism: An assault on the dignity of all our people 
* Crisis in Gaza: Stop the collective punishment of the Palestinian people 

RACISM AND SEXISM 

An assault on the dignity of all our people 

The acts of abuse and humiliation committed last year by students from the University 
of the Free State, which were captured on a video leaked last week to the media, are 
an assault on the human dignity of all South Africans. 

These acts are a stark reminder of the many ways in which the basic rights of our 
people have been violated over centuries, and how the attitudes that fed such 
violations still stubbornly persist in a democratic South Africa. 

The incident shown in the video, which shocked the nation and received international 
attention, reveals how historical power relations between people of different race, 
gender, class and age continue. By choosing to abuse black women workers, the 
perpetrators drew attention, probably unknowingly, to the triple oppression that a •· 
large proportion of our society confront. 

As women, as workers, and as black people, this section of society remains 
particularly vulnerable, not just to the outrageous abuse seen in graphic detail over 
the past week, but to daily exploitation and suffering. They are the sectionof. :- ·, 
society most likely to be living in poverty, to be unemployed, to be ,caring for 
children and elderly family members, and most exposed to violence and abuse: .. 

The struggle against this triple oppression is not merely a struggle against the kind, 
of hateful barbarism shown by four young men in the Free State; but a struggle 
against the social, cultural, political and economic chains that bind black women 
workers. H poses a challenge to deepen efforts to remove all of these chains: 
Centrally, this must include intensifying the ANC's economic and social. 
transformation programmes aimed at improving the lives of the poorest. 

The Polokwane Conference resolutions on a comprehensive social security net, 
accelerated housing provision, improved access to health care and quality educati9n,·," 
the expanded public works programme, and rural development, among others, need to be 
implemented. The pursuit of accelerated economic growth must be accompanied by the 
creation of decent jobs for poor women and effective interventions to:impro\le 
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opportunities for those in the second economy. 

It also requires a concerted assault on the patriarchal relations that permeate all 
facets of social interaction, whether in the home, in the workplace, in schools, in 
political organisations, in the media, or in the countless other places where women 
are discriminated against and oppressed. 

The depth of sexist attitudes in our society was evident in another recent incident, 
this time in Johannesburg, where a young woman was harassed and abused by taxi 
drivers because of the clothes she was wearing. It shares in common with the Free 
State incident the actions of a few South Africans that infringe on the rights of 
other South Africans on the basis of attitudes that should have no place in a 
democratic society, particularly in a country that has fought so hard against racism 
and sexism, and for which so many people have sacrificed. 

The sense of general outrage that these incidents provoked among ordinary South 
Africans, both black and white, does however point to the progress made in developing 
respect for human rights and a rejection of overt racism and sexism. It shows a 
society that has travelled some way along the road towards a non-racial and 
non-sexist future - a society which, although still faced with the legacy and reality 
of racism and sexism, is nevertheless struggling to overcome its past 

Such incidents do not signal a return to the trenches of racial animosity. Nor should 
they be quickly buried to ensure a semblance of normality. They should be used as an 
opportunity for reflection and debate. Society should be able to discuss such 
incidents openly and frankly, better to understand the many ways that racism, sexism 
and class oppression (and ageism) still affect our people. And then to discuss how 
all South Africans, working together, can overcome these remnants of our divided and 
brutal past. 

This theme was reflected in discussions that took place at this week's meeting of the 
national cabinet. A statement released after the meeting dealt with these issues in 
some detail. The relevant section reads as follows: 

"Cabinet took a dim view of a number of incidents that have the potential to 
undermine the country's goal of building a democratic, non-racial and non-sexist 
society. The meeting strongly condemned the production of a racist video by four _ 
students at the University of the Free State. The humiliation of workerswho are·old=: 0 ,, 

enough to be their parents is totally unacceptable and cannot, under any . • 
circumstances, be condoned by anyone. This incident highlights the fact that racism 
still remains one of the major challenges that face our young democracy. · · • 

"This shocking video exposes deep-seated racist stereotypes that are harboured by a -
section of our population and constitutes a complete disregard for the rights not· 
only of the workers of the institution but a total disrespect for adults. All South 
Africans must condemn such conduct and ensure that no South African, either black or 
white, can be subjected to such dehumanising and disrespectful behaviour; Government .·•. 
believes that the majority of South Africans are trying hard to emerge from the' ~
apartheid legacy of racial discrimination and no effort must be spared in ensuring: · ~ 
that the South African project of building a united nation is not undermined by· 
individuals who are opposed to transformation. The University of the Free State.must ... : 
show strong leadership by bringing those responsible to book and setting an example· 
to all institutions of higher learning by adopting concrete measures to abolish alL .· 
forms of racism in the institution. 

"All heads of public and private institutions have a responsibility to create 
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conditions that would entrench constitutional values in their institutions and they 
must urgently take steps to ensure that all vestiges of apartheid are removed 
henceforth. It cannot be acceptable that our universities, schools and other public 
and private institutions can continue to tolerate apartheid practices such as 
racially segregated residences and other facilities. Government calls on all our 
institutions to review their policies and practices with a view to making sure that 
the values as enshrined in our constitution such as non-sexism, non-racialism, and 
human dignity are observed by all. 

"Cabinet condemns unreservedly the recent harassment of a young woman by taxi drivers 
in Johannesburg for wearing a mini-skirt. Such an attack represents the most backward 
and the worst form of gender-based abuse and deserves the condemnation by all South 
Africans. Government calls on all men, and taxi drivers in particular, to stop 
harassing women and to distance themselves from any sexist and disrespectful 
behaviour against our mothers and daughters. 

"The meeting also condemned the use of the 'Kaffir' word by a senior soccer official 
at a press conference recently. We should take care not to use derogatory words that 
were used to demean black persons in this country. Words such as 'Kaffir', 'coolie', 
'Boesman', 'hotnot' and many others have negative connotations and remain offensive 
as they were used to degrade, undermine and strip South Africans of their humanity 
and dignity. 

"The only good that must come out of these unfortunate incidents is that South 
Africans, irrespective of race, gender, religion, colour, or creed, must openly 
confront the scourge of racism, sexism and other undemocratic practices that continue 
to surface from time to time. All institutions must develop diversity programmes 
aimed at training and educating both young and old about the country's history and 
the reasons why the principles of non-racialism, non-sexism, discrimination had to be 
enshrined in our constitution. 

"Whilst these diversity management programmes are important, those who engage in 
activities that undermine the constitutional rights of others must face the full 
might of the law. The public, particularly the victims of abuses, are encouraged to 
fully utilise institutions that were created by the Constitution such as the Courts, 
the Human Rights Commission, the Gender Commission and others, to enforce their 
rights. The transgressors must know that there will be legal cons~quences for 
undermining the constitution and trudging the rights of others." 

We owe it to the generations of South Africans who will folow to remind each other 
that what defines us as a nation is our unique statement of a nation that valuesjts 0 

non-racial, non-sexist and united democratic ethos. ,,~,.-

Stop racism now! 

CRISIS IN GAZA 

Stop the collective punishment of the Palestinian people 

The Israeli military attacks that have killed over 125 people in the Palestinian. · 
territory of Gaza over the last week are an outrage and should be condemned as war. 
crimes. Most of the dead and injured are civilians, including women and children. 

The collective punishment of the Palestinian people, long a practice of the lsr;:ieli · 
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government, is an unacceptable and inhuman response to a situation that calls for 
political solutions. It is a wholly disproportionate response to the rockets fired 
from Gaza into Israel, actions which themselves should be condemned. The Israeli 
offensive has only deepened the severe humanitarian crisis in which the people of the 
occupied Palestinian territories find themselves, now in a permanent state of siege, 
subjected to constant bombardment by the most powerful military machine in the 
region. 

This week a number of humanitarian agencies said the situation in the Gaza Strip was 
the worst in 40 years, and called for an end to Israel's punishing blockade of Gaza. 
In a joint report, they said 80% of the territory's 1.5 million people depended on 
food aid and 40% are unemployed. Because spare parts cannot be imported, hospitals 
cannot keep lifesaving equipment working, while the virtual collapse of key 
infrastructure is causing up to 50 million tons of sewage to be dumped into the 
Mediterranean Sea every day, they said. 

Earlier in the week, South Africa was one of the countries supporting a resolution 
urging the UN Security Council to take a strong stand on this matter. The draft 
resolution: 

* strongly condemned the killing of innocent civilians; 
* called for the immediate cessation of all acts of violence, including military 
incursions and rocket attacks; 
* called on Israel to abide by its obligations under international law, including 
international humanitarian law and human rights; 
* called on Israel to immediately open Gaza's border crossings and allow the delivery 
of humanitarian aid; 
* called on the international community to continue providing humanitarian assistance 
to the Palestinian people. 

While the Security Council could not reach agreement on this issue, the UN Human 
Rights Council condemned Israel's military assault on Gaza while also urging an end 
to rocket attacks which killed Israeli civilians. The 47-member council approved the 
motion calling for "the immediate cessation of all Israeli military attacks 
throughout the occupied Palestinian territory" by 33 votes to 1, with 13 abstentions. 

Addressing a meeting of the UN Security Council on 1 March, Palestine's permanent 
observer, Riyad Mansour, said: 

"In deliberate and flagrant breach of article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention: 
relative to the Protection of Civilians in Time of War, Israel continues to
collectively punish the Palestinian civilian population in the Gaza~Strip by means of- , 
the sealing and closure of the territory and the obstruction of the movement of · 
persons and goods, including humanitarian access, as well as by means of military 
reprisals against persons and property and by acts of terror and intimidation. Such 
actions are clearly prohibited by international law and are being committed by the 
occupying Power on a scale and scope amounting to war crimes. The humanitarian 
calamity in the Gaza Strip continues to deepen as a result, and the carnage and 
destruction are perpetuating a vicious and bloody cycle of violence that threatens to 
completely destabilize the situation and derail the fragile peace process:" 

Addressing the same meeting, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said: )'I condemn 
Palestinian rocket attacks and call for the immediate cessation of such acts of. 
terrorism, which serve no purpose, endanger Israeli civilians and bring misery to. the 
Palestinian people. I call for an end to these attacks. 
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"While recognising Israel's right to defend itself, I condemn the disproportionate 
and excessive use of force that has killed and injured so many civilians, including 
children. I call on Israel to cease such attacks. Israel must fully comply with 
international humanitarian law and exercise the utmost restraint. Incidents in which 
civilians have been killed or injured must be investigated and accountability must be 
ensured. 

"I am deeply concerned at the possibility of the violence escalating, and have 
offered our strong support for all efforts to bring about an end to the violence and 
a period of calm. I call on all parties to step back from the brink of even deeper 
and more deadly clashes. 

"I am also extremely concerned at the impact of these developments on the negotiation 
process. I call on all members of the international community, important stakeholders 
and Security Council members to exercise their influence on the parties to stop the 
violence and to allow humanitarian relief. All parties should rededicate their 
commitment to the peace process." 

At a time when all efforts should be focused on finding a negotiated settlement to 
this protracted conflict, the Israeli government has chosen the route of a military 
escalation. At the same time, it continues to pursue its programme of seizing 
Palestinian territory for building new Israeli settlements, deliberately diminishing 
the prospects for a future Palestinian state that is cohesive and viable. 

The ANC this week called on the Israeli government to "halt the deadly military 
assaults on the people of Gaza" and respect international humanitarian law. 

"We call on the people of Israel and the people of Palestine to cease hostilities and 
to resume meaningful dialogue towards a just and lasting peace," it said. 

-------------------------------
This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2008/at09.htm 

To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANC Today mailing list go to: 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 

anctoday mailing list 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 

Page 5 j 



[~2-1Tl5)Logavinogarie Reddy -ANC Today 12 January 20_0_7 ________________ --_P_a_g_e_T] 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

ANC Today 

ANC Today <anctoday@lists.anc.org.za> 
"ANC Today" <anctoday@lists.anc.org.za> 
2007/01/12 05:11 PM 
ANC Today 12 January 2007 

Volume 7, No. 1 . 12-18 January 2007 

----------------------------------------------------------
THIS WEEK: 

* Letter from the President: 2006 - Somalia needs African solidarity * What the media says - The time is ripe for better, bolder journalism 
------------------------------------------------------
LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Somalia needs African solidarity 

In June 1974, a few of us spent some days in Mogadishu, Somalia, as members of an ANC delegation. We had come to the capital of Somalia to attend the annual Organisation of African Unity (OAU) Assembly of Heads of State and Government. As was the practice then, the Assembly had elected the President of Somalia, Major General Siad Barre, as its Chairperson and Chair of the OAU until the next Assembly. Siad Barre therefore presided over the proceedings of the Mogadishu Summit. 

During that month of June, as it hosted the Assembly, Mogadishu served as the venue for a great African celebration. The reason for the celebration was the then impending collapse of Portuguese colonialism and the liberation of the African Portuguese colonies. Unquestionably, the star of the day, who attended the Assembly, was the late Samora Machel, who was to become the first President of liberated Mozambique. 

In its 24 June 1974 edition the US "Time" magazine carried an article entitled "Sinking the Lusitanian". Among other things it said: "When President Antonio de Spinola inaugurated new governors for Angola and Mozambique ... for the first time ever in a public speech about the territories, (he) used the word that Africans had been waiting for him to speak: independence. 'Self-determination cannot be dissociated from democracy,' he said, adding: 'Neither can we dissociate self-determination from independence.' 

"The declaration suggested that Spinola was willing to let sink his pet idea of a 'Lusitanian Federation' - a close alliance of Portugal with semi-autonomous African territories. As the general's speech went on, however, a chill set in. In an apparent volte-face from his earlier tone, he outlined four gradual stages of decolonisation, only at the end of which would the possibility of independence be broached. 



"All this may merely have been Spinola's way of asserting his determination 
not to see white settler interests sold down the river in the territories. 
However it was meant, liberation movement leaders at the annual meeting in Mogadishu, Somalia, of the Organisation of African Unity ... read 
neo-colonialism into every word. Declared Frelimo Vice President Marcelino dos Santos: 'Our attacks will be maintained and even increased until 
independence is conceded under the sole leadership of Frelimo."' 

If others might have had doubts about the certainty of the liberation of the 
Portuguese colonies, the ANC had none. In a letter of congratulations to the new Secretary General of the OAU elected in Mogadishu, William Eteki 
Mboumoua, Oliver Tambo said: 

"Throughout the world, the forces of reaction are suffering successive 
defeats. The peoples of Africa and the world struggling for national 
liberation, social progress and peace are scoring impressive victories. 

"Of particular relevance to us and to the great peoples of Africa is, of 
course, the heroic victory scored by our brother peoples and combatants of 
Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde in helping to bring about the downfall of the hated Portuguese colonial and fascist regime of Caetano. 

"This decisive victory has not only opened up the prospects for the rapid 
accession to independence of the Portuguese colonies in Africa, it has also 
greatly strengthened the liberation forces of our own country ... " 

As part of a cultural programme put together for the benefit of the 
delegates, a Somali drama group performed a play that sought to denounce the neo-colonialism mentioned by "Time" magazine, and which severely compromised the independence of African countries. The play had scenes of delegates visiting Western embassies on their way to OAU meetings. 

Here they would be given briefcases full of cash. They would then be given 
instructions on the resolutions they should propose at these OAU meetings and how they should vote. The sketches included instructions on the need for 
these delegates to do everything possible to frustrate the struggles against colonialism and apartheid. 

This was the first and last time I visited Mogadishu. For many years 
afterwards Mogadishu and Somalia remained in our memories as African places of hope for us, a reliable rear base for the total liberation of Africa, 
including our liberation from apartheid. Indeed, in later years, others of 
our comrades returned to Mogadishu, this time to work with the Somali 
government to prepare for the clandestine infiltration into South Africa of 
cadres of Umkhonto we Sizwe, who would travel to apartheid South Africa by sea, secretly departing from the Somali ports! 

The fact of the matter however is that in time Somalia fell apart and ceased to exist as a viable state. This has led to the eventuality that, as the 
year 2007 began, Somalia put itself firmly at the top of the African Agenda. Whereas in 197 4 all our liberation movements and independent Africa counted on Somali support to achieve the goals of the African Revolution, in 2007 
Somalia needs the support of the rest of the African Continent, again to 
achieve the goals of the African Revolution. 

It is true that Somalia remains an independent state. However, for 15 years 
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it has been victim to a protracted internal conflict that resulted in the collapse of the state, the death of an estimated one million Somalis, the emigration of thousands as refugees, and the impoverishment of millions as a result of severe and sustained socio-economic regression. 

Further to complicate the situation, giving it a global dimension, allegations have now been made that international terrorist groups have established themselves in Somalia, taking advantage of the situation created by the collapse of the Somali state. 

Earlier, in the context of the conflict that ensued after the overthrow of Siad Barre, the United Nations (UN) had authorised a US-led military mission to intervene in Somalia, among other things to create the conditions for the distribution of humanitarian assistance. In 1993 Somali combat groups in Mogadishu killed 18 US soldiers, after shooting down a US helicopter. This incident came to be known as "Black Hawk Down", and led to the withdrawal of the US troops and the termination of the UN mission, which failed to achieve its objectives. 

Somalia has also turned into a source of regional instability, even as the African Continent through the African Union (AU) has intensified its efforts to ensure that ours becomes a Continent of peace, focused on responding to the challenge of eradicating poverty and underdevelopment. 

For the sake both of Somalia and our Continent as a whole, Africa has no choice but to come to the aid of this sister African country. In many respects the deeply entrenched Somali crisis demonstrates what can happen to many of our countries if they are not governed and managed in a manner that addresses the interests of all citizens, bearing in mind the national specifics of each country. 

As a state entity Somalia came into being as recently as 1960. In that year the two colonies, British and Italian Somaliland, gained their independence. To end the fragmentation of the Somali population brought about by colonialism, they then decided to merge and form the United Republic of Somalia. 

This process of the unification of the Somali-speaking people however also led to tensions with neighbouring countries, Djibouti, Ethiopia and Kenya, each one of which has a Somali-speaking minority. The worst manifestation of these tensions was, of course, the 1977 war with Ethiopia, when Somalia tried to annex the Somali-speaking Ogaden region of Ethiopia. (Feudal Ethiopia had managed to seize part of Ogaden during the 1880s, and later succeeded to get the whole of it through an agreement with colonial Britain.) 

We mention these events because today there are Ethiopian troops in Somalia. Not surprisingly, the media reports that many Somalis consider this Ethiopian presence as a humiliation. One businessman, Abdulahi Mohamed Mohamud, was reported as saying, "We are afraid of a long war, and people are angry at the Ethiopian troops." 

As the Somali state collapsed after the overthrow of Siad Barre in 1991, it became a conglomeration of different enclaves. North-west Somalia proclaimed itself the independent Republic of Somaliland. The Puntland region declared 



its autonomy. Various parts especially of southern Somalia fell under the control of different clan leaders, or "warlords". 

The question that must arise is whether, in fact, during the years of independence, the different traditional "clan" areas and sections of the Somali population had developed a strong enough sense of national cohesion and identity to ensure the survival of the United Republic of Somalia proclaimed in 1960! 

The importance of this question is highlighted by the role played by the issue of clan divisions in the uprising that overthrew Siad Barre in 1991, who evidently had discriminated against some clans, specifically the Mijertyn and lsaq clans, in favour of his own Marehan clan. In this regard, a BBC correspondent, Peter Biles, has reported that: "When Somalia's president was overthrown in 1991, much of the country fell under the control of warlords and clan-based factions." 

Another report spoke of "the oppressive, capricious, and clan-based autocracy of the late dictator, Siyad Barre, who used his interpretation of clan institutions for his own ends, to oppress political opponents, create inequality, and promote conflict and violence. So great was his malevolence and abuse of power that virtually all Somalis now hold a deep-seated fear and distrust of any centralized authority." 

Another important element of the story of Somalia is that, as had happened in many African countries at the time, General Siad Barre had acceded to power in 1969 by coup d'etat. He seized power after Abdi Rashid Ali Shermarke, elected President in 1967, had been assassinated. Inevitably, the absence of democratic institutions would make it extremely difficult for the different Somali clans, regions and interest groups to negotiate among themselves to define a national compact that would ensure the cohesion of the nation. 

Somalia now has an Interim Government that is recognised by the AU and the rest of the world, born in 2004 after protracted negotiations held in Kenya, involving the warring Somali factions. As a result of the Ethiopian intervention, which ousted the Union of Islamic Courts (UIC) that had fought itself into a position of power in Mogadishu and other parts of southern Somalia, this Government is now operating from Mogadishu. 

As the military conflict continued after the ouster of the UIC, the US decided to launch air strikes against the retreating UIC adherents, claiming that it was striking at terrorists who had bombed the US embassies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam in 1998 and then taken refuge in Somalia. The majority of the world, including the AU and the UN, has been forthright in opposing this action, correctly asserting that this will not help to resolve the crisis in Somalia and would add oil to the fires that are burning in the Middle East. In addition, some Somalis have been quoted as saying that these air strikes were carried out as an act of vengeance for the death of 18 US soldiers in Mogadishu in 1993 and the shooting down of the US 'Black Hawk' helicopter. 

Responding to the events in Somalia, including these US air strikes, the Foreign Minister of neighbouring Yemen, Abu Bakr al-Qirbi, said: 

"Yemen was hoping that the Islamic Courts and the interim government would 
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have settled their differences through the negotiating table. Unfortunately 
this did not happen. 

"Now we have to deal with the situation as it is, and we will have to work 
on getting everybody concerned in Somalia to negotiate the future management 
of Somalia, to restore peace and security, and to put the interests of 
Somalia above the interests of clans or political parties or ideologies." 

In these words, Abu Bakr al-Qirbi set the agenda for Somalia that the AU 
must address during this year, 2007. Supported by the UN Security Council, 
the AU is engaged in an urgent process that should result in the deployment 
of AU peace-keeping troops in Somalia, to help this sister country to 
extricate itself from its protracted crisis. 

In this regard, the January 2007 President of the Security Council, Russian 
Ambassador Vitaly Churkin, announced that the Council regards Somalia as "a 
high priority matter" and is concerned about instability, security, and the 
humanitarian situation. The Council strongly supports an inclusive political 
dialogue among various political forces in Somalia and favours the speedy 
deployment of IGASOM, the new force that would be set up by the African 
Union and a seven-nation East African regional group of nations. 

Time will tell when the next Assembly of Heads of State and Government, this 
time of the AU, will convene in Mogadishu. For that to happen, as Africans 
we will have to do everything necessary to overcome the old and new historic 
problems that have placed Somalia on our agenda as an unresolved problem of 
the African Revolution, as the liberation of the Portuguese colonies was an 
unresolved problem of the African Revolution in 197 4. 

Beyond this, perhaps, as Africans, we should seriously consider whether we 
should not take up the call originally made by former President Khatami of 
Iran for a "dialogue of civilisations" - a dialogue that would lead to a 
peaceful resolution of conflicts between clans, within nation states, 
between states, and between coalitions of states, to ensure that the Somali 
example of anarchy and death is not visited on our countries and the rest of 
humanity. Might this not serve as a fitting tribute to the 50th anniversary 
of the historic independence of Ghana of Kwame Nkrumah, which we will 
celebrate this year, 2007! 

Thabo Mbeki 

WHAT THE MEDIA SAYS 

The time is ripe for better, bolder journalism 

In the week that the ANC celebrates its 95th anniversary, it is to be 
expected that some commentators will reflect on the state of the movement 
that is now the oldest political organisation in Africa and one of the 
oldest in the world. 

Writing in The Star this week, former Vrye Weekblad editor Max du Preez 
added his voice to the commentary, in an article entitled 'The time is ripe 
for a New ANC'. It is but one of a number articles written in recent days 
about the ANC, many prescribing remedies for the various ills supposedly 

Pages! 



f{2007/01/15) Logavinogarie Reddy-ANC Today12January 2007 

afflicting the organisation. 

For its own part, the ANC will use this anniversary to review its 
performance in responding to the needs of the people of this country, guided not only by successive electoral mandates, but by the vision contained in 
the Freedom Charter of a new society. During the course of this year, as it 
prepares for its 52nd National Conference in December, the ANC will 
undertake an extensive and in-depth evaluation of the organisation, its 
strategy and tactics, and its policies and programmes. 

As it does this, the ANC will not be timid about acknowledging and 
celebrating the important strides made, both as an organisation and as a nation. But it will not shy away from critically and honestly examining its 
record in terms of the popular mandates it has received, identifying 
shortcomings, and determining how to address these. 

Obviously, the ANC's approach to analysing itself and its performance 
differs from those of Max du Preez and other commentators. Such divergence is the basis for the vigorous exchange of views and opinions we seek from a democratic society. 

These commentators do not need the ANC to tell them they are perfectly 
entitled to express whatever views they may have about the organisation, and are perfectly entitled to pursue whatever political objectives they may 
have. 

By the same token, the ANC does not need the permission of these 
commentators or others to itself engage in this vigorous exchange of ideas, 
particularly when the subject of the engagement is the ANC itself. 

While these points may appear self-evident, such has been the response to 
our previous efforts to answer our critics where they are wrong that it has 
unfortunately become necessary to consistently reiterate these points. 

Predicatable pitfalls 

While describing the ANC as probably "the most mature and pragmatic 
liberation movement in the world during the last half century" and conceding that the ANC "did very well as a ruling party in many ways", Max du Preez claims the organisation has gone downhill since 1994. 

"But [in contrast to its successes] it also stepped into the predictable 
pitfalls: trying to 'Africanise' the civil service and parastatals too 
quickly and sacrificing expertise and capacity; building a small elite 
instead of broadening the redistribution of wealth; re-racialising society; 
and allowing greed, nepotism and corruption to take hold and become part of the culture. It started to neglect its branches and ordinary members and 
increasingly centralised policy and decision-making. When it was faced by 
the first real test to its cohesion, in the person of Jacob Zuma, it was 
torn apart." 

This, he says, calls for a "New ANC", one that is redefined, refocused and 
re-energised. This must be done by a new set of leaders, what he describes as "the Third Force" in the ANC. "There are many bright, charismatic, 
visionary people in the ANC. It is time for them to be bold and brave. It is 
time for a Save the ANC Campaign." 



The intent behind Du Preez's article can be interpreted in one of two ways. 

On the one hand, his article could be seen as a further contribution to the 
vigorous campaign being undertaken by those forces in society who seek to defeat the ANC and thwart its efforts to overcome the legacy of apartheid. 
Many within that number have clearly decided that the ANC and its programme of national liberation cannot be defeated through the ordinary democratic process. If the ANC cannot easily be defeated at the polls, then another 
option for these forces is to change the character of the ANC, seeking a 
'new ANC' that is less inclined to serve the interests of the masses while 
being more inclined to serve the interests of the privileged. 

The notion that this article might be pursuing such an agenda is borne out by Du Preez's insistence that the ANC needs to be "redefined" 

On the other hand, the article could be motivated by nothing more than a 
desire to see the ANC advance towards the achievement of its historic 
mission. It may be that he shares the ANC's vision of a united, non-racial, 
non-sexist and democratic nation, and, like the ANC, seeks the fundamental transformation of our society. It may be that he is therefore offering 
friendly, constructive advice to the movement. 

Yet whatever his motivation for writing this article, whatever agenda he may 
represent, Du Preez's analysis is wrong, many of his claims unfounded, and, consequently, most of his proposed 'remedies' out of step with reality. 

Let's begin with the ANC's perceived failures. He does not explain why these so-called pitfalls were "predictable". Perhaps it is because they are seen 
to reinforce the prejudices that many within the white community had (and 
which they maybe were not even able to admit to themselves) about the advent of a predominantly black government in South Africa. 

So has the ANC's performance since 1994 reinforced these stereotypes? Or put more correctly, has the ANC been deficient in meeting the needs of the 
people of South Africa and in fulfilling its electoral commitments? 

Du Preez says the ANC tried to "Africanise" the civil service and 
parastatals too quickly, sacrificing expertise and capacity. Presumably he 
is referring to the efforts of successive ANC-led governments to ensure that the public service is more demographically representative, redressing gross inequalities in representation with respect to race and gender in 
particular. At the same time as the government was undertaking this 
necessary task, it was also having to forge a single public service from the many disparate departments and institutions created under apartheid. It also needed to ensure that a public service previously designed and operated for the benefit of one-tenth of the population was now able to effectively serve the entire population. 

There are, of course, challenges facing the public service, and there are 
substantial problems to be overcome in improving the quality of service 
provided to the people in a number of important areas. The ANC-led 
government is particularly attuned to these challenges, and has detailed 
processes and programmes in place to respond to them. 

Yet, it would do the cause of honest analysis a great disservice to suggest 
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that the public service and parastatals under the ANG-led government has not 
served all the people of this country more effectively, more consistently 
and with greater commitment than under any previous administration. There is 
no credible evidence that the process of ensuring a more representative 
public service has contributed to a decline in the capacity of the state or 
in standards of service. 

Concentration of wealth 

Max du Preez, together with all of those who make a similar claim, need to 
indicate exactly which of the laws, polices and programmes of the ANG-led 
government has led to the building of "a small elite instead of broadening 
the redistribution of wealth". In fact, numerous studies indicate that where 
government is able to directly and indirectly impact on the distribution of 
resources it has made a tangible and significant impact on the lives of the 
poor. It has ensured the redistribution of public resources through 
investment in education, health care, housing, land, basic services, and 
social grants; shifting the tax burden to the benefit of low-income earners; 
ensuring government goods and services are procured from a broader pool of 
emerging companies; and providing finance and technical assistance to small 
and medium businesses. 

If Du Preez is concerned about the concentration of wealth in society, then 
he is not alone. But he is wrong to pin the blame for that concentration of 
wealth on the ANG. In fact, there has been "a small elite" with all almost 
exclusive access to the country's resources from the very beginning of the 
colonial conquest of South Africa. Since 1994, the ANG has worked to ensure 
a more equitable distribution of the nation's wealth. There is clearly a 
long road ahead and many struggles still to be fought, but it is a downright 
fabrication to suggest the ANG has not acted throughout the past 13 years in 
advancing the interests of the poor. 

The ANG is further accused of "re-racialising society''. One would imagine 
that before one could re-racialise a society, one would first have to 
successfully de-racialise it. Quite clearly, the struggle for the 
deracialisation of society is far from over. Not only is racial prejudice 
still a feature in many aspects of our national life, but there remain 
massive inequalities on the basis of race and gender with respect to income, 
assets and opportunities. It is ironic that as the ANG and many others 
within society work to overcome these racial divisions, they are themselves 
accused of racism. 

As we noted before, in an article published in the Cape Argus last year: 
"The ANG seeks not the creation of new racial preferences, but the equitable 
representation of all South Africans in the workforce and in accessing other 
social and economic opportunities." 

"Most South Africans abhor the artifical racial categories that were thrust 
upon us by colonialism and apartheid. Yet we are bound to use them if only 
for the sole purpose of measuring the extent of our progress towards a truly 
non-racial South Africa. We cannot achieve real non-racialism without being 
forthright about the racial inequalities that still exist." 

The ANG has, according to Du Preez, allowed greed, nepotism and corruption 
to take hold "and become part of the culture". Again, this is not a correct 
reflection of reality. Nepotism and corruption in the public sector, and in 
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society more broadly, is an aberration. It is the exception, rather than the norm. 

That does not mean that is not a problem, nor does it mean that it is not a danger to which we must be alert and responsive. The ANC has been consistent in warning of the potential damage that could be wrought by corruption and the development of culture of greed. The ANC has also been at the forefront of responding to this potential threat, promoting the adoption of codes of ethics and regulations for public representatives, members of the executive and senior public servants. It has strengthened oversight bodies, investigation agencies and legislation dealing with corruption. It has also worked to curb corrupt practices within its own ranks, developing and implementing clear rules prohibiting any misconduct relating to public positions or resources. 

More could be done, and more needs to be done. But, thanks to the efforts of the vast majority of public representatives, government officials and ordinary South Africans, these dangerous tendencies have not "become part of the culture". 

These are just some of the many claims made by commentators and in the media that do not hold up to close scrutiny. There are others in Du Preez's article that, due to limitations of space, we are unable to deal with here. 

Yet these claims are so regularly repeated, seemingly without any thought or critical examination, that they begin to slip so easily off the tongue. But how many of the people who so frequently repeat these assertions have actually taken the time and effort to honestly investigate their validity? How many simply write these falsehoods because they have seen it written elsewhere so often that they feel compelled to toe the line that has become the "consensus" among commentators? 

Perhaps it's time for those people who seek to comment on the South African political landscape to examine more critically the range of assumptions that pass for conventional wisdom within the public discourse. Perhaps it is time for a more rigorous, bolder form of journalism in South Africa. 

------------------------------------------------------
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

South Africa - the problem of being new! 

South Africa confronts a problem which only time can solve, perhaps with a little help from its friends. The problem is that the new South Africa is new. It therefore faces the challenge to solve problems and respond to questions to which it has never been exposed. 

One of the most fundamental and central of the questions that the new South Africa must answer is - what shall we do with our freedom, the liberty we enjoy, our emancipation from many centuries of oppression, repression, regimentation and state terror? 

The attendant questions that the South Africans ask, perhaps not frontally and in express language, but certainly in their actions are: 

* how shall we use the immense opening we have gained, which enables us to liberate our minds, our souls, our bodies, and our instincts, from the historical memory embedded in our sub-conscious understanding, which instructs us to fear and respect the law and order and social regularities dictated by an unchallengeable Other; 
* what shall we, the emancipated people, define as our own distinct and democratic law and order; 
* should we, in any event, accept that the very notion of law and order and rules and regulations, wherever these may originate, including ourselves, is consistent with the reality of the freedom we now enjoy, which has given us the possibility, at last, to be free of restrictive rules and regulations! 
* should we not, through our actions, so define the meaning of liberty, at the same time repeating words and routine formulae the global democratic community would understand, to build a society in which all are free to pursue their individual interests as individuals and partisan collectives, with no obligation to recognise and respect the common national good! 
* does freedom not translate, in fact, into acceptance of the practice -
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everyone for himself/herself, and the devil take the hindmost! 
* should we thus not define freedom as meaning the right of all who can and so 
wish, to do as they will, informed, solely, by their particular interests! 

The Mask of Anarchy 

Near enough two centuries ago, the English poet, Percy Bysshe Shelley, composed 
the famous poem, "The Mask of Anarchy", to denounce the massacre of working 
people at Peterloo, England, in 1819. In part he wrote: 

I met Murder on the way -
He had a mask like Castlereagh -
Very smooth he looked, yet grim ... 

Next came Fraud, and he had on, 
Like Lord Eldon, an ermined gown; 
His big tears, for he wept well, 
Turned to mill-stones as they fell. 
And the little children, who 
Round his feet played to and fro, 
Thinking every tear a gem, 
Had their brains knocked out by them. 

Clothed with the Bible, as with light, 
And the shadows of the night, 
Like Sidmouth, next, Hypocrisy 
On a crocodile rode by. 

And many more Destructions played 
In this ghastly masquerade, 
All disguised, even to the eyes, 
Like Bishops, lawyers, peers, and spies. 

Last came Anarchy: he rode 
On a white horse, splashed with blood; 
He was pale even to the lips, 
Like Death in the Apocalypse. 

And he wore a kingly crown; 
And in his grasp a sceptre shone; 
On his brow this mark I saw -
'I AM GOD, AND KING, AND LAW!' 

In many instances, the answering of the questions we have listed has produced 
the ghastly masquerade of which Shelley wrote. This is a masquerade of canards 
paraded by people who disguise their purposes by wearing ermined gowns, by 
weeping crocodile tears, by pretending to be as holy as the Bible, and by giving 
themselves a cloak of majesty even to the point of clothing this in pretensions 
of divinity. 

A ghastly masquerade of canards 

The word 'canard' is not regularly used in our country's conversational English. 
We use it here in its dictionary meaning - 'a piece of news/a story that is 
false and is told to people deliberately in order to harm someone'. 
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The canards that constitute the ghastly masquerade of which Shelley wrote are told to advance particular, partisan interests. This practice derives from a definition of the possibilities created by the gift of freedom in terms of which freedom is interpreted as the freedom to falsify reality. 

In practice, this constitutes an assertion that freedom means the liberty to peddle canards, claiming that this is a manifestation both of the excellent and unchallengeable exercise of the constitutionally guaranteed right to freedom of speech and the robust debate that constitutes the very essence of democracy! 

The resort to the potent weapon of the canard is a consequence of a determination that freedom means the right and possibility for any individual or group to use all means and methods to advance their particular interests, regardless of what happens to the rest of the society to which they belong. 

We will now cite some of the canards that have been visited on all of us by those in our society whose definition of the meaning of freedom allows them to consider treating the truth and ethical imperatives with contempt as a legitimate exercise of the right to freedom of speech. 

The threat of dictatorship? 

During the 1999 General Election campaign especially, the canard was marketed with great vigour that our movement, the ANC, sought to win the elections gaining a parliamentary two-thirds majority because we wanted to change our Constitution to entrench ourselves as our country's permanent ruling party. 

So fervently was this canard paraded that some in the international community, including and especially some in the British and US media, joined in its propagation, convinced that obviously it represented the truth. The readiness to believe this canard was driven by the entrenched and insulting stereotype of Africa and the Africans that we have no capacity to be democrats. 

The canard was peddled by self-serving politicians and their acolytes who believe that they have a right to govern and have anointed themselves as the guardians of our democracy. To achieve their goals they were quite ready to pervert honest democratic debate by propagating pure canards, all for the supposed purpose of saving democracy from imminent danger! 

Media freedom in danger? 

Or take another more recent example, this being an attempt to legitimise canards by claiming that press freedom is under threat. A newspaper receives and keeps stolen property, namely, private medical records. It then proceeds to publish articles it claims are based on these records. 

In this regard we must bear in mind a number of facts. Theft is a crime. 

Receipt of stolen goods is a crime. Unauthorised ownership of private medical records is a crime. Publication of such records without the consent of the person concerned is a crime. 

For these reasons, the police institute an investigation to respond to the crimes of theft and receipt of stolen property. The newspaper in question then publishes entirely false reports that some among its staff are about to be arrested, that our government has instructed the law-enforcement agencies to 
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find as much 'dirt' as they can about some of the journalists working for the newspaper, and that these agencies are now 'spying' on these journalists. 

To justify criminal misconduct of all sorts and dissuade the law-enforcement agencies from doing their work mandated by the Constitution and the law, the newspaper cries out in a loud voice - the constitutionally guaranteed media freedom is under threat! 

In this instance the freedom we have achieved is obviously interpreted as the freedom to do anything and everything the media chooses to do to advance its agenda, with no regard to our Constitution and our laws -including the right to peddle canards all in the interest of entrenching democracy in our country! And once again, this strange claim has its adherents among some in the international community, including and especially some in the British and US media. 

An ANC gone astray? 

Or take other canards that emanate from people who are supposedly members of our democratic movement. These range from the absurd assertion that the masses of our people are poorer now than they were during the apartheid period, that our movement, the ANC, does not allow open democratic debate in its ranks, that there is a 'centralisation of power' in the Government Presidency, resulting in the disempowerment of the ANC and its allies, and so on. 

Once again these canards are approvingly amplified by some in the international community, including and especially some in the British and US media. 

All these claims are patently false. Those who make them know very well that they have no facts of any kind to substantiate them because none exist. Why then do some who claim to be revolutionaries resort to a practice to which all revolutions, including our own, have always been firmly opposed - the practice of deliberately peddling canards to achieve particular objectives? 

For these, the freedom we have achieved means the freedom to falsify reality, claiming that this is their democratic right, with the objective to realise their openly stated goal of taking over the leadership of our movement. And thus does freedom introduce us to a practice to which we are not accustomed - a strange struggle among supposed comrades for power- power one over the other! 

Many years ago, our late President, OR Tambo, warned against the danger posed by the struggle among the powerless for power over one another. The potential danger we face today, which we must defeat, is a struggle among revolutionaries for power over one another. No genuine revolutionary can accept the perverse notion that the freedom we won at great cost means the freedom to engage in a power struggle among revolutionaries! 

The angry masses? 

To proceed beyond the realm of canards, there are yet others in our society, who define the meaning of freedom as freedom to break the law and engage in acts of anarchy to advance their goals. 

These are people who, in pursuit of one goal or another, burn down private homes, kill and assault workers, destroy public property, loot shops, insult people in vile language, and engage in other acts of thuggish behaviour to achieve their goals. Strangely, some who apportion to themselves the role of 
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watchdogs, which are ever on guard to protect the freedom and democracy we now 
enjoy, consistently seek to justify these acts of thuggery by describing them as 
a legitimate expression of 'the anger of the masses'! 

Almost two centuries ago, Shelley strongly denounced the murder of workers by 
the then British ruling class, which claimed to be acting in the interest of 
'God, and King, and Law!' 

He argued that however well the act of murder of the workers might seek to 
disguise itself, hiding behind masks and ermined gowns and the darkness of 
night, carrying a Bible in its hands, weeping crocodile tears, it could not but 
have as its partners, fraud, hypocrisy, anarchy and destruction. 

Le Canard enchaine 

I do not know if we have the poets to compose their own version of Shelley's 
Mask of Anarchy, to unmask the ghastly masquerade of fraud, hypocrisy, anarchy 
and destruction, which seek to legitimise themselves by claiming to be the 
sentinels who are standing on guard to protect our freedom and democracy! 

There is a famous French satirical newspaper, founded in 1915, Le Canard 
enchaine - "the chained duck" - and accordingly carries two ducks on its 
masthead. But as we have seen the word canard also means - 'a piece of news/a 
story that is false and is told to people deliberately in order to harm 
someone'. These are the canards we must chain, by speaking truth to falsehood, 
in defence of our freedom and democracy, and leave the ducks to walk freely. 

Thabo Mbeki 

SUDAN AND SOUTH AFRICA 

To peace, progress and partnership 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Below we reproduce two short speeches delivered by our President, 
Thabo Mbeki, and the President of Sudan, Omar el-Bashir, at the State Banquet 
held in Cape Town at Tuynhuys on 6ovember, in honour of the visiting President 
el-Bashir. ANC Today publishes these speeches because of the interest of our 
members and readers in the resolution of the conflict in Darfur, and the 
implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) signed by the Sudan 
People's Liberation Movement (SPLM) and the Government of Sudan in January 2005. 
The CPA ended the decades-long conflict between Northern and Southern Sudan. 

President Thabo Mbeki's speech 

Your Excellency, we are truly delighted that you found time to visit our 
country, accompanied by your wife, Mme Widad Babkir, and an important 
delegation. On behalf of the government and people of South Africa I would like 
to extend the warmest welcome to you and your delegation. 

I also wish, through you, Your Excellency, to convey our greetings to the 
government and people of Sudan. 

We are very happy to be with in South Africa because among other things, your 
visit has enabled us to strengthen our bilateral relations, especially the Joint 



[{2007/11/12) Logavinogarie Reddy -ANC Today 9 November 2007 

Bilateral Commission, which as Your Excellency knows, we launched in May 2006. 

We will further consolidate our bilateral relations by signing a number of 
agreements tomorrow, these being: 

* The Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Economic Co-operation; 
* Agreement for the Reciprocal Promotion and Protection of Investments; 
* Agreement on Co-operation in the Fields of Arts and Culture; 
* Statement of Intent on Social Development; 
* Memorandum of Understanding on Defence Co-operation; 
* Memorandum of Understanding on Co-operation on Immigration, Population and Election 

Matters; and 
* Bilateral Trade Co-operation Agreement. 

These agreements, Your Excellency, demonstrate that our partnership is indeed 
growing stronger and most importantly, embraces people to people relations. 

As you are aware, Your Excellency, South Africa continues to give such 
assistance as it can so that the sister people of the Republic of Sudan achieve 
the progress which all your people desire. 

Among other things, we continue with the implementation of the Capacity and 
Institution Building Project which involves the Government of Southern Sudan, 
our Department of Foreign Affairs and other structures of our government, and 
the University of South Africa. To date, fourteen training programmes have been 
implemented and over 700 individuals have been trained in various elements of 
state administration. 

In this regard, we are indeed very pleased that an agreement has been reached to 
conclude all the matters that led the SPLM [Sudan People's Liberation Movement] 
to suspend the participation of its members in the central government of Sudan. 
I would like to assure you, Mr President, of our full support for this decision, 
as well as our readiness to do everything necessary and possible to assist in 
this regard. 

I would like to take advantage of this happy occasion once more to confirm that 
we consider Sudan as a vitally important African country that has the potential 
to occupy the front ranks in the continuing struggle to achieve the African 
Renaissance, which includes the unity of our Continent. 

We are very honoured that we can count on Sudan as a strategic partner. We are 
therefore determined to work with you, Mr President, further to strengthen our 
bilateral relations, within the context of a focused programme of cooperation 
covering many areas. 

We will also strengthen our cooperation and consultation with regard to 
multilateral issues, such as the development, the renewal and the unity of our 
Continent, Palestine and the Middle East, the conclusion of the Doha Development 
Round, the reform of the UN, and so on. 

Your Excellency, we are, like you and the rest of our Continent, deeply 
interested in the speedy resolution of the conflict in Darfur. We agree fully 
with the Government of Sudan that: 

* the Abuja Peace Agreement provides the framework for the peaceful resolution 
of the conflict in Darfur; 
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* all the armed factions in Darfur should participate in the AU-UN peace talks 
hosted by Brother Leader Moumar Khadafi and the Libyan Jamahiriya; 
* the international community should take firm action against anybody who 
wilfully absent themselves from these negotiations, choosing to engage in 
violent actions against the innocent people of Darfur; 
* the AU-UN hybrid force should be deployed without further delay, and all 
outstanding issues in this regard should be solved as a matter of urgency on the 
basis of existing United Nations decisions and by agreement between the AU, the 
UN and the Government of Sudan; and, 
* all necessary steps should be taken to ensure the security of the civilian 
population and the internally displaced people in Darfur, as well as create the 
conditions for humanitarian assistance to reach the sections of the population 
in need. 

I would like to assure Your Excellency that we remain seized of the question of 
further strengthening our contribution to the peace forces deployed in Darfur, 
to add to the military and police contingents we have sent to Darfur as part of 
AMIS (AU Mission in Sudan], in keeping with the needs of the AU-UN hybrid force, 
bearing in mind the fact of our deployments in the DRC and Burundi. 

We thank you and your government, Your Excellency, for your partnership in one 
of NEPAD's important projects, the Eastern Africa Submarine Cable System 
(EASSy), the 9,900km-long submarine cable between Durban and Port Sudan, which 
will radically reduce telecommunications costs in Africa. We trust that this 
cable will indeed become operational by the end of 2008. 

Indeed, Your Excellency, despite the many challenges that we face as individual 
countries, we have the duty to ensure that the African Union and its programmes 
succeed. At the same time, we are confident that our efforts will, in time, 
bring development and prosperity to our people. 

Once more, Your Excellency, I am pleased to extend to you, your wife, Madame 
Widad Babkir, and the rest of your important delegation, a warm welcome to our 
country and our thanks that you have honoured us with your visit. 

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, please rise and join me in a toast to 
the good health and prosperity of His Excellency, President Omer Hassan Ahmed 
el-Bashir and to peace, solidarity and friendship between the peoples of the 
Republics of Sudan and South Africa. 

To friendship! 

President Omar el-Bashir's speech 

It gives me great pleasure and profound happiness to be with you today in this 
beautiful city - Cape Town --at this historic juncture of our bilateral 
relations and the developments in the region at large. This is the first-
official visit which has been long awaited to give impetus for our bilateral 
relations and to probe ways and means of promoting them to the level that we 
aspire in peace, stability and development. 

Your successive visits to Sudan - Mr. President - manifest your concern on the 
course of relations in which we are currently engaged to draw up a map for joint 
action on the way forward towards peace, stability and development, and to 
consolidate bilateral cooperation in all fields, targeting the establishment of 
strategic partnership that stems from the actions plans formulated by NEPAD for 
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implementation by the African Union. 

We came to South Africa amid important developments, as our country is 
experiencing the crisis of Darfur, though we managed to achieve considerable success towards resolving the crisis, with the support of South Africa, and 
other African countries who expressed readiness to realise the Hybrid Operation as stipulated by the Security Council Resolution No.1769. 

I take this opportunity to express our sincere thanks to South Africa for its 
effective participation in the peace keeping operation in Darfur and its 
envisaged participation in the Hybrid Operation. We are pretty confident that the presence of South Africa forces, and will no doubt qualify the operation for success despite the complexities of the situation. 

In this regard we are looking forward, as well, to the success of Darfur peace negotiations taking place in Libya, by concluding agreement with all the 
fighting factions based on justice and fair division of power and wealth and to put in the mechanism that shall ensure a comprehensive peace agreement in the Sudan and the region at large. 

As for the CPA, we would like to assure you that there will be no return to war, what so ever the differences between the CPA partners. We are committed to the full implementation of the Agreement in letter and sprit, utilising the same 
mechanisms embodied in the CPA and to work together in genuine partnership for resolving the remaining issues and for attaining unity of the Sudan. 

We have gained the experience that direct negotiations is the best way of 
resolving conflicts, rather than opening windows for foreign intervention that, with its hidden and open agenda, would complicate the situation rather than 
resolving the problem. 

Africa had long been subjected to the agonies of colonialism, racial 
discrimination and foreign interference in its domestic affairs, and that 
disabled its endeavours for achieving security and economic development. 

The advent of national majority rule in South Africa, terminated colonialism and internal interference in the affairs of the country. Africa is now looking 
forward for the South African role in liberating the continent from poverty, 
political and economic dependence through its leading role in the African Union. The Sudan is always willing to put its enormous economic, political and 
strategic potentials for building the Africa continent. 

At the top of our agenda during this visit, is the promotion and consolidation of bilateral relations in political, economic and investment fields, in our 
march to achieve a balanced partnership between our two countries. We note with concern that the flow of trade between Sudan and South Africa is slow, and that there is need for a push to make it match the strategic partnership to which we both aspire, by engaging ourselves in strategic projects in fields such as food security, infrastructure and information technology. 

It is opportune in this visit to sign a number of agreements which have been agreed upon by the two sides in the fields of economic cooperation, trade and investment and two agreements on military and health cooperation. We welcome the convening of the Joint Bilateral Commission in Khartoum as soon as possible, to consider priority agreements and to ensure the execution of our programmes. 
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The Sudan appreciates very much the effort exerted by South Africa in its 
capacity as chairperson of the African Committee for the Reconstruction and 
Development of Southern Sudan. Yet what has been achieved so far is much short 
of our expectation, because of the non-commitment of the International Community 
to the cause of Reconstruction and Development in the South. 

We trust that your leadership will spare no effort to mobilise and sensitise the 
donors to fulfil the commitments they made in Oslo. It is always to be 
remembered that peace and development are two faces of the same coin and that 
many cases of failure in peace operations are caused by the failure of the 
International Community to honour their commitments. I would like to take this 
opportunity to emphasise the need to prioritise projects in the Reconstruction 
and Development of the South that would encourage unity of the country and 
integration of Southern Sudan nationality and regionally. 

God bless our efforts in the path for faith and truth. 

CELEBRATING OUR HERITAGE 

Readers' Views - Elitha van der Sandt 

South Africans need to be able to read in their own languages 

In considering African languages in literature, a question that immediately 
comes to mind is: "Is the book sector seen as a strategically important one?" If 
so, it will be easier to promote African languages and literature. 

I attempt to sketch a strategic backdrop in which African languages in 
literature can thrive. 

It is absolutely imperative, for social cohesion, national identity and 
preserving our heritage, that we see greater indigenous publishing. The issue of 
indigenous language publishing is quite an emotive one, but it is important to 
note that the solution is not as straightforward as it may sometimes seem. Many 
of us have for some time now worked to lay the foundation from which we can have 
a rich African book sector in South Africa. I believe this is the most 
sustainable way to ensure that indigenous languages take its rightful place. 

I'm sure that there will be many ways suggested in which we can have African 
languages in literature, but we need to be certain that whatever we do ensures 
long-term sustainability. An easy way is for government to have millions of 
local language books printed and distributed throughout the country, in schools 
and communities. This certainly would have the effect of stimulating reading, 
both as an activity but also in us seeing more of ourselves around us, thus 
adding to our self-pride. At some stage this exercise would have to become 
sustainable, where without government intervention, it will be a natural way of 
publishing in South Africa. Now herein lies the challenge. How do we ensure 
indigenous publishing (both in terms of language and content) is an ongoing, 
commercially viable and sustainable cultural activity? 

The book publishing sector in any country is large and complex, comprising of 
many partners making up the value chain. Each sub-sector has its own challenges, 
and necessitates coordination and a holistic, integrated strategy, such as the 
Draft National Book Policy submitted to the government in 2005. In South Africa, 
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the colonial and apartheid past exacerbated these complexities. The aim of such 
an integrated policy would be to increase access, at multiple levels, where all 
our citizens can actively participate as owners, creators, producers, managers 
and consumers of the book publishing industry. This brings us to one of the 
major shifts that need to take place: the transformation of the book sector. The 
book sectors is an inclusive term used for activities along the book value chain 
that includes paper, print, publishing, bookselling, libraries and reading 
promotion. 

With regard to transformation, we can define 'access' at three levels: 

Ownership - to diversify ownership within the book sector. For indigenous 
publishing a strong requirement is the development of small and independent 
local businesses, emphasising more black businesses in the sector. Here, 
creating an enabling environment to assist black people to participate in the 
sector to diversify ownership and control is important through specific 
application of broad-based black economic empowerment. 

Employment - to include black people in management, creation, production and 
other key decision making positions across the industries. Diversity at all 
levels of employment, with sound skills development plans to see adequate skills 
transfer taking place. 

Product - where all sectors of the South African society has access to diverse, 
affordable content, reflecting our diverse cultures and languages. 

Diversity includes content in terms of language, culture, gender, range of 
perspectives and opinion. Access also includes the distribution channels and 
library sectors in the value chain. 

Another important shift that needs to take place is government commitment to 
book development. This is a condition not only for having more output but also 
different kinds of output from what was previously produced, as well as changes 
in the technical and institutional arrangements by which books are produced. 

There has been no real, sustained commitment from government to book development 
since 1994. There have been projects implemented, but very few that have had 
significant impact. Increased concentration of ownership, fewer black publishers 
than in 1994, signify that we were not very successful. One of the reasons may 
be that we assumed that the book publishing sector would somehow change to meet 
the needs of a new democratic society. In fact, the spending power of government 
(through its textbook spending) had very little impact on the diversity of the 
sector and could actually have hindered the development of a diverse, viable 
sector. 

The sector also does not have priority status, although priority is afforded to 
film, music and crafts, both in terms of support and funding. The assumption 
then can be that it is a strategically less important sector, which in turn 
would lead to success of a lesser extent with regard to African languages . 

The same intervention is required from government, as with some other economic 
sectors, as market forces on their own won't bring about change. We can see this 
through a number of international examples: 

India's first Prime Minister after independence made the book a priority and 
established a National Book Trust in 1957. Today India is one of the largest 
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book producers in the world and successfully publishes in at last 18 local 
languages. 

Canada's book sector was mainly served through foreign businesses. In 1979, the 
Canadian government put a Book Industry Development Plan in place to increase 
indigenous publishing. This dramatically increased Canadian owned businesses in 
the book sector. Here, foreign ownership (through policy) is not allowed unless 
through application to the government, and then not more that 25% of a 
publishing house may be foreign-owned. 

In Brazil, foreign ownership is limited to 30%. In South Africa there is no 
limit. 

Then, there are a number of challenges faced by the sector, but as a whole the 
following barriers exist: 

Lack of transformation: Some strides have been made, but fundamental change is 
required. 

Lack of understanding of the sector: The sector has a dual purpose, being 
cultural and economic in nature. If a balance between the two is not found, the 
diversity and viability of the sector is threatened. Often the economic nature 
of the sector is underestimated or the cultural importance thereof is ignored by 
stakeholders on opposite ends. 

The level of investment is very low: In Canada we see $38 million invested in 
book development, $31 million in Australia, approximately R2 million in South 
Africa. Book development is a state funded activity, with some further donor 
funding for specific projects. 

Excluding industry: There seems to be an assumption that interventions can 
happen outside of industry. Interventions should be based on a partnership among 
all the stakeholders, including government. Unless of course state publishing is 
envisaged. 

Perception of a quick fix solution: It is precisely because of quick fix 
solutions that there has not been significant progress in indigenous publishing. 
Sustained, long-term solutions need to be implemented through a National Book 
Policy. 

These are just a glance of what is required to create an enabling environment 
without which indigenous publishing cannot thrive. Once these building blocks 
exist, or even while this is being created, a number of specific projects can be 
implemented to ensure sustainable indigenous publishing. Projects include 
reading promotion based on sound data, indigenous language publishing projects, 
writer development and incentives, etc. A good model to follow here is the 
development of Afrikaans through the creation of a publishing industry for 
Afrikaans books and popularising Afrikaans among Afrikaners during the apartheid 
period. This needs to be complemented by book development strategies as 
implemented in India, the Philippines and Canada. It also requires work with the 
African Publishers Network (APNET) to ensure indigenous publishing and trade in 
books within our continent to contribute to the vision of the New Partnership 
for Africa's Development (NEPAD) and the African Renaissance, as we cannot 
develop on our own. 

Reading promotion is the cornerstone of all interventions and a partnership 

Page 111 



I (2007/11/12) Logavinogarie Reddy-ANC Today 9 November 2007 

between print media and the book sector is required for this. More South 
Africans read newspapers and magazines than books, therefore African language 
newspapers and magazines should be a first entry point to promote and encourage 
African language reading. Studies show that people naturally progress to books 
once some reading habit has occurred. A national reading promotion strategy 
should be developed (much the same as "Proudly South African" and "South Africa 
- Alive with possibilities") to re-ignite the African Pride. The Media 
Development and Diversity Agency (MDDA) and the South African Book Development 
Council can partner on this. 

I sincerely hope that this issue will get the attention it deserves. As a 
Coloured person, who has lost much of the Khoisan identity and culture, I now 
have to re-educate my children and myself on our ancestors, their culture and 
language. Let this not happen to any of our ethnic groups. 

** Elitha van der Sandt is the CEO of the South African Book Development 
Council. She writes in her personal capacity. This article is part of a series 
from readers on the subject of African languages and literature. More articles 
and comments will be published in future editions. 

This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2007 /at44. htm 

To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANC Today mailing list go to: 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 

anctoday mailing list 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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52nd National Conference 

We emerge from Polokwane stronger and more united 

Editor's Note: The ANC's 52nd National Conference closed this week with an 
address by newly-elected ANC President Jacob Zuma. In this, the last edition 
of ANC Today for 2007, we print an edited extract from President Zuma's 
address. 

We have come to the end of our historic 52nd National Conference, which has 
no doubt been a watershed conference in many respects. The outcomes of this 
conference are of historical significance and will have a lasting impact in 
relation to the nature and character of our movement. The 52nd conference 
has set the scene for centenary celebrations in 2012. Our theme, 'Building a 
caring society: Advance in unity towards 2012', underscores the work that 
needs to be undertaken in preparation for what will be a colossal milestone 
for the parliament of the people. 

I am called upon to lead this multi-class organisation and ruling party, 
succeeding Cde Thabo Mbeki, a comrade, friend and brother. I have known and 
worked with Cde Mbeki for over 30 years. I must confess I never thought that 
the two of us would one day compete for the same position in the ANC! 
However, contesting positions does not make us enemies. The conference is 
now behind us and we will continue to work together to unite and build a 
stronger ANC. 

There is likely to be anxiety regarding the existence of two Presidents -
one of state and the other of the party. There is no reason for uncertainty 
or fear in any quarter. Cde Mbeki and I, both as members of the ANC first 
and foremost, will develop smooth working relations between government and 
the ruling party, assisted by the leadership collective. 

We have taken various resolutions at this conference, which will guide us on 
our way forward. ANC policies, including economic policies that have been 
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adopted at this conference, do not indicate a fundamental shift from the 
policies that the ANC has adopted since it has come into power. Let me 
reiterate that decisions with regards to policies in the ANC are taken by 
conference and not by an individual. 

There is therefore no reason why the domestic or international business 
community or any other sector should be uneasy. I tried to calm these fears 
before the conference during my meetings with various business groupings at 
home and abroad. Our resolutions on economic matters will bring about 
closure and certainty on these matters. We have made it clear that we need 
more foreign and domestic investment. We also encourage our domestic 
business community to invest in the local economy to encourage the 
international counterparts to do the same. We also remain fully committed to 
broad based black economic empowerment, to increase participation in our 
economy. 

While encouraging the creation of a conducive environment for investment, we 
remain cautious not to compromise the National Democratic Revolution, which 
is our guiding philosophy in policy formulation and implementation. Our 
Alliance partners are key stakeholders in policy development and 
implementation. We will be able to continue to work together as community, 
business and labour to find workable solutions. 

We are also going to sharpen our policy instruments with a view to having a 
direct impact in the fight against poverty, unemployment and 
underdevelopment. 

The conference has taken an important resolution on agrarian revolution, 
calling for a 30% redistribution of land by 2014 and support for subsistence 
farming and food security while maintaining a productive agricultural 
sector. The interests of the rural poor can only be advanced effectively by 
the people's movement, while obviously balancing them with the growth of the 
commercial agricultural sector. 

One of the challenges that has been affecting economic growth and 
development as well as social stability, is crime. Our strategy and tactics 
addresses organised crime as a threat to our democratic order. It is a 
counter revolutionary force which needs to be eliminated. I therefore call 
on all ANC branches to actively lead, champion and facilitate crime 
prevention strategies. We had street committees before. If we were able to 
defeat vigilantism and the apartheid system, what can stop us from defeating 
this ugly factor that has tainted our democracy. 

All our ANC structures, including the two leagues, should also actively 
participate in the fight against HIV and AIDS in all the facets of the 
national strategy - prevention, treatment and providing support to families 
and individuals that are affected and infected. We must live up to our 
slogan and build a caring society that does not discriminate against those 
living with HIV and AIDS, while working to prevent infections. This cannot 
be left to government and the NGO sector alone. 

We are proud of the fact that we are emerging from Polokwane stronger and 
ready to heal and unite the ANC and face the present and the future with 
greater vigour. 

In the political and organisational reports, Cde Mbeki, former President of 
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the ANC and Cde Kgalema Motlanthe, former Secretary General, referred to the 
many unresolved issues that still plague the organisation. The occurrences 
of the first day of conference were indicative of internal problems that 
need to be sorted out without delay. The leadership must not fail to address 
problems within the organisation. A lesson we have learnt from this 
conference, is that if the leadership fails to resolve issues, or to grasp 
the feelings of membership on issues that concern the movement and instead 
appears to perpetuate the problems, the membership takes over and asserts 
its authority in ways that we may not be comfortable with. However we must 
endeavour to always relate to each other in a comradely manner, regardless 
of how strongly we feel about issues. 

Going forward, we commit ourselves as the incoming NEC collective that we 
will never allow any problem to go unresolved. Every problem or issue must 
be discussed thoroughly and be resolved to the satisfaction of all 
concerned. One of the tangible achievements of the conference is that it 
managed to maintain and restore the ANC philosophy and ideology that the ANC 
branches are supreme. Delegates came to Polokwane with mandates from 
branches, and they carried out the mandate they had been given when they 
cast their votes. 

With that process having been finalised, we need to remember that this was 
not an ANC Conference of victors and losers. As the newly elected NEC we 
will endeavour to work with all the comrades who did not make it to this NEC 
to ensure that the unity of the ANC is strengthened. We are all ANC members 
who just happened to prefer a different set of leadership collectives as it 
is our democratic right. It is our collective task to repair whatever damage 
or harm may have been caused as we were building up towards the conference. 
Let me emphasise that the leadership collective will serve the entire 
membership of the ANC, regardless of whether a person voted for Thabo Mbeki 
or Jacob Zuma or any other member or leader. We cannot have a Zuma camp or a 
Mbeki camp. There is only one ANC. None among us is above the organisation 
or bigger than the ANC. 

The conference has aptly demonstrated the commitment of the ANC to gender 
equality. We congratulate the ANC Women's League on its efforts to assert 
the voice and rights of women in ANC decision making processes. Our 
Constitution has been unanimously amended to increase the women quota in our 
structures, from 30 to 50 percent. In addition, our commitment goes beyond 
the constitutional amendment. For the first time in our history, we have 
included a special clause that deals with patriarchal oppression. We have 
committed ourselves to the creation of the material and cultural conditions 
that would allow the abilities of women to develop full potential and enrich 
the life of the nation. The ANC's fundamental policies, culture and 
attitudes are based on anti-racism and anti-tribalism. The election results 
for the six officials are therefore not surprising, as they demonstrate 
clearly that those elected had the support of the largest majority of ANC 
branches throughout the country. They represent people from all racial, 
class, gender and religious backgrounds. Most importantly, the conference 
has reminded us that unity is one of the central pillars of our movement. 

Our father, stalwart and icon, lsithwalandwe Cde Nelson Mandela outlined the 
importance of unity eloquently in a message to the ANC in exile after the 
1976 uprising. He said: "Every effort to divide the blacks, to woo and pit 
one black group against another must be vigorously repulsed. Our people -
African, Coloured, Indian and democratic whites must be united into a single 
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massive and solid wall of resistance, of united mass action. This is not the 
time for the luxury of division and disunity at all levels. In every walk of 
life, we must close ranks. Within the ranks of the people, differences must 
be submerged to the achievement of a single goal, the complete overthrow of 
apartheid and racist domination". 

In a message sent to the ANC during the Kabwe conference, Madiba again 
reminded us that unity is the rock upon which the ANC was founded. This 
message was relevant then, it is still relevant to us today. We have to 
confront the issue of unity in the same manner that Madiba instructed the 
ANC in 1976 and 1985. 

This conference has also reaffirmed the need for the continued existence of 
our Tripartite Alliance. This proves the correctness of the statement made 
by lnkosi Albert Luthuli when he said that the ANC is the shield and SACTU 
the spear. This is the nature of the ANC-SACP-COSATU Alliance relationship. 
This alliance is based on mutual trust and respect and should be defended 
and protected by all ANC members. Coming out of this conference we have a 
clear mandate to build and strengthen the alliance, to nurture it and defend 
it We look forward to the Alliance Summit that has been mooted by our 
Deputy President, Cde Motlanthe. 

The ANC has always had the fortune of having a vibrant and robust Youth 
League. The League remains consistent in pursuit of what they believe is 
right, in defence of the ANC and democracy. The Youth League continues to 
play its role as a historical agent of change and the source of energy for 
theANC. 

As stated in the organisational report, the ANC Youth League is a breeding 
ground for future leaders of the ANC. This has to be encouraged and 
maintained for the growth of the organisation. 

The mandate arising from this 52nd Conference is clear: As a collective and 
through our structures, we need to create a united ANC that recognizes the 
legacy left by comrades OR Tambo, Albert Luthuli and Nelson Mandela. 

We need to heal the ANC. We must also work with government and other sectors 
to build a caring society. Most importantly, we need to position our 
branches and structures at the centre of the NOR, because the ANC is a 
people centred and people driven organisation. 

We must strengthen democracy through making the ANC the leader of 
development and service delivery. We must build the capacity of our 
branches, so that they can drive and influence the development of their 
local communities. We have to strengthen the relationships with organised 
business so that we continue growing the South African economy. Clearly, we 
have a lot of work to do. 

Let me extend our heartfelt gratitude to the Limpopo Province and the 
University of Limpopo for their excellent hospitality. I am delighted that 
the 52nd conference of the ANC was held in Limpopo, as this province is the 
home of the former President of the ANC, Cde Sefako Mapogo Makgatho who led 
the movement from 1917 to 1924. Cde Makgatho came from GaMphahlele. The 
province is also home to many outstanding cadres of our movement, such as 
Peter Nchabeleng, Elias Motsoaledi, Lawrence Phukanuka, Ntante Mampuru, Mark 
Shope, Cde Maleka, Flag Boshielo and Makgapatona. The younger generation 
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included Peter Mokaba, Ignatius Mathebula, Ngoako Ramalepe, Frank Mohlala 
and Norman Mashabane. We also warmly welcome Limpopo veterans such as TT 
Tsholo, Ike Maphoto, Josh Phala, Parapara Mothupi, John Nkadimeng, Nelson 
Diale and Rashaka Ratshitanga. Our most sincere gratitude is extended to our 
comrades and friends in fraternal parties in SADC such as SWAPO, FRELIMO, 
MPLA and ZANU-PF and others. We also thank the representatives of 
international fraternal parties such as the Communist Party of Cuba, and 
others who graced the conference. I hope they all witnessed how internal 
democracy plays itself out in the ANC. 

Most importantly, we salute isithwalandwe, Madiba whose message of support 
inspired and encouraged us. We look forward to his continued support and 
guidance. 

Comrades and friends, the incoming NEC and I accept the mandate you have 
given us with a full understanding that you can withdraw it at any time, if 
you feel that we are not serving you in a manner that you want to be served. 
That is the essence of democracy. Leaders lead through the will and 
graciousness of the people. 

Jacob Zuma 

Polokwane 

21 December 2007 

Letter from the Outgoing President 

From Limpopo to 2012! 

This is the last Vol 7 edition of ANC TODAY and the last one for the year 
2007. I would therefore like to take this opportunity to thank all our 
readers for the time they have spent every week to access and read this 
journal. At the same time, I wish our readers at home and abroad a Merry 
Christmas, a Happy New Year and a successful 2008. 

Undoubtedly, the most important event in the political calendar of the ANC 
to close the year of the 95th anniversary of the ANC, which our National 
Executive Committee (NEC) had designated as "The Year to Intensify the 
Struggle against Poverty as we Advance in Unity towards 2012 - Phambili!", 
was our 52nd National Conference held at the University of Limpopo on 16-20 
December. 

The Conference concluded successfully, having adopted important policy 
decisions on a wide variety of matters and elected a new National Executive 
Committee. These decisions and leadership will guide the activities of our 
movement over the next five years, until the end of our Centenary Year, 
December 2012, 

Issues of concern 

Perhaps for the first time in our history, the NEC was elected on the basis 
of two competing lists, encompassing both the Officials and the Ordinary 
Members of the NEC. This suggested that these opposing lists were a 
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manifestation of the existence of two opposed and contending tendencies in 
our movement. 

And, indeed, especially on the first day of the Conference, December 16, 
various disturbing activities by the delegates during the open Plenary 
Session strongly suggested that the Conference was divided into two opposing 
factions. 

Because of this, as the Conference proceeded, we received many messages from 
our people expressing grave concern. These had watched in dismay as some 
among the participants behaved in a manner that was completely alien to the 
traditions, the value system and the accustomed dignity of the ANC. 

In his Closing Speech at the Conference, our new President, Comrade Jacob 
Zuma, addressed this matter of concern to our people. He said: "The 
occurrences of the first day of conference were indicative of internal 
problems that need to be sorted out without delay. The leadership must not 
fail to address problems within the organization. A lesson we have learnt 
from this conference, is that if the leadership fails to resolve issues, or 
to grasp the feelings of membership on issues that concern the movement and 
instead appears to perpetuate the problems, the membership takes over and 
assert its authority in ways that we may not be comfortable with. However we 
must endeavour to always relate to each other in a comradely manner, 
regardless of how strongly we feel about issues." 

Immediately preceding these comments, referring to the "internal problems" 
he mentioned, Comrade Zuma said: "In the political and organizational 
reports, Cde Mbeki, former President of the ANC and Cde Kgalema Motlanthe, 
former Secretary General, referred to the many unresolved issues that still 
plague the organization." 

Policy stability 

However, despite these "internal problems", Comrade President Zuma said: "We 
have taken various resolutions at this conference, which will guide us on 
our way forward. ANC policies, including economic policies that have been 
adopted at this conference do not indicate a fundamental shift from the 
policies that the ANC has adopted since it has come into power. Let me 
reiterate that decisions with regards to policies in the ANC are taken by 
conference and not by an individual." 

This served to underline the point, correctly, that there are no policy 
differences or serious contention about our way forward within the ANC, 
which could give birth to two opposing factions that would inevitably engage 
in a deadly contest, as was suggested by the unacceptable behaviour as we 
started our Conference, and the reality of two opposing election lists. 

Comrade Zuma's comments also served to make the correct point that the 52nd 
National Conference had confirmed the correctness of the basic strategic 
thrust of the process of reconstruction and development that has guided our 
actions as a ruling party during the 13 years since the first democratic 
elections of 1994. 

Struggle for unity 

Further to emphasise the point that indeed the ANC was not made up of enemy 
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factions, Comrade Zuma said: "With that process (of electing the NEC) having 
been finalized, we need to remember that this was not an ANC Conference of 
victors and losers. 

"As the newly elected NEC we will endeavour to work with all the comrades 
who did not make it to this NEC to ensure that the unity of the ANC is 
strengthened. We are all ANC members who just happened to prefer a different 
set of leadership collectives as it is our democratic right. It is our 
collective task to repair whatever damage or harm may have been caused as we 
were building up towards the conference. 

"Let me emphasise that the leadership collective will serve the entire 
membership of the ANC, regardless of whether a person voted for Thabo Mbeki 
or Jacob Zuma or any other member or leader. We cannot have a Zuma camp or a 
Mbeki camp. There is only one ANC. None among us is above the organization 
or bigger than the ANC." 

Earlier he had said that despite the fact that members had contested various 
ANC leadership positions, "contending positions does not make us enemies." 

As we prepared for the 52nd National Conference, many in the media and our 
society as a whole inquired about what it was that led to various members of 
our movement to behave and speak in a manner that firmly indicated that we 
were in fact a house divided! At all times, as confirmed by the Conference, 
and correctly reported by our new President, we insisted that there were no 
differences within the ANC about our policies, strategies and way forward. 

It may therefore very well be that the matter at issue was and is what 
Comrade Zuma referred to as "internal problems that need to be sorted out 
without delay". To indicate what these might be, specifically he drew 
attention to comments made in the Political and Organisational Reports. 

Fortunately, Comrade Zuma made the undertaking that the new NEC would act 
without delay to address these "internal problems". In this regard he said: 
"Going forward, we commit ourselves as the incoming NEC collective that we 
will never allow any problem to go unresolved. Every problem or issue must 
be discussed thoroughly and be resolved to the satisfaction of all 
concerned." 

The envisaged thorough NEC discussions will undoubtedly help to resolve the 
"internal problems" to which Comrade Zuma referred, especially since the 
National Conference did not have time to discuss these, including those 
specifically mentioned in the Political and Organisational Reports. 

In his Closing Speech, again correctly, our President went out of his way to 
assure everybody at home and abroad that there was no need to be worried 
about the outcomes of our 52nd National Conference. Concretely, he said: 

"There is likely to be anxiety regarding the existence of two Presidents, 
one of state and the other of the party. There is no reason for uncertainty 
or fear in any quarter. Cde Mbeki and I, both as members of the ANC first 
and foremost, will develop smooth working relations between government and 
the ruling party, assisted by the leadership collective." 

A complex transformation process 
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Our democracy is only thirteen-and-a-half years old. Because of the kind of 
society we inherited, the intricate history that defined that society, 
counter-posed with the tasks that the National Democratic Revolution had to 
set itself, it was inevitable that in the aftermath of the democratic 
victory, we would have to embark on an extremely challenging process to 
transform literally every aspect of our national reality. We must therefore 
expect that every new day may present us with new realities and new 
knowledge of everything around us. 

I have no hesitation in saying that ours has been and is one of the most 
complex processes of social transformation experienced by the whole of 
humanity throughout the decades since the end of the Second World War. 

Among other things, this means that we, who are blessed with the opportunity 
to lead this process of fundamental change, will necessarily make mistakes 
as we march forward, constantly discover new realities that will oblige us 
to change our interventions, and create new realities that give birth to new 
challenges. 

Thus the uninterrupted process of fundamental change we are seeking to 
describe cannot but assume the nature of, at least, an unstable equilibrium. 
The changes we must effect necessarily mean that continuously the reality we 
seek to change changes, making it necessary that we too change the ways in 
which we act as agents of change. And indeed the question may very well 
arise as to whether today's agent of change will remain an agent of change 
tomorrow! 

Put differently, what I am discussing is a process driven by inherent 
contradictions. Let me use the ANC itself to illustrate the difficult 
phenomenon to which we have to respond. 

Objectively, the democratic victory of 1994 meant that we had entered a new 
phase of the National Democratic Revolution (NOR) that would be more complex 
than the preceding first phase, when we engaged in a difficult and 
protracted struggle to defeat the colonial and apartheid regime and system. 

High calibre political cadres 

Logically, this meant and means that the current and second phase of the NOR 
demands that our movement, the principal agent of change in our country, 
should be composed of cadres of the highest political calibre, capable of 
leading the complex and multi-faceted process of change that is inherent to 
the fundamental social transformation that must characterise the current 
phase of the NOR. 

However, the second phase of the NOR meant and means that membership of the 
ANC does not carry the cost of banning, banishment, imprisonment, torture, 
exile and death that confronted our movement during the first phase of the 
NOR. 

Instead, membership of the ANC holds out the promise of significant personal 
material benefit. This is because membership of our movement signifies the 
possibility of access to state power and the abuse of this access to 
accumulate personal wealth by corrupt means and through theft and 
embezzlement at the expense of the people. 
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Because it was the best expression of the hopes of the masses of our people 
for freedom, during the first phase of the NDR our movement attracted into 
its ranks thousands of genuine patriots who were ready and willing even to 
sacrifice their lives to secure the liberation of our people. The cost that 
attached to membership of our movement served as a filter that protected the 
ANC from large-scale invasion by opportunists and careerists. 

To the contrary, and precisely at the historical moment when the ANC needs 
cadres of the highest political and moral calibre, and because of the 
benefits that can accrue from membership of our movement as well as the 
elimination of the threat of repression, we have attracted into our ranks 
the opportunists and careerists who would never have had the courage and 
devotion to principle that were required of our cadres during the first 
phase of the NDR. 

The first phase of the NDR required our cadres to make enormous sacrifices, 
including losing their lives. However, it attracted patriots who were ready 
to make these sacrifices. The second phase of the NDR opens the way for our 
members to reap immense personal benefits. Thus, though requiring cadres of 
the highest calibre, it attracts into its ranks people who are contemptuous 
of all notions of patriotism and serving the people, who are driven by a 
value system characterised by the pursuit of personal wealth at all costs. 

Undoubtedly, some of the "internal problems" that created the apparent 
divisions and conflicts before and during the 52nd National Conference 
originated from this contradiction. Fundamentally to solve them will require 
that the ANC strengthens itself enormously as an agent of fundamental social 
transformation capable of carrying out the tasks of the second phase of the 
NOR. 

The thorough discussion within our movement, to confront our "internal 
problems", to which Comrade Zuma committed all of us, will constitute a 
critically important step towards the realisation of this goal. 

Forward to 2012 

In my Political Report to the 52nd National Conference, I said: "Again, the 
52nd National Conference will have to ask itself a very direct question and 
answer this question honestly and frankly - does the ANC have the will and 
capacity to lead our country and people over the next five years in a manner 
that will enable the nation to celebrate our Centenary in 2012 together, 
paying heartfelt tribute to our movement: 

* for what it has and would have done to sacrifice everything for our 
liberation; and, 

* using that freedom to lead the national offensive to accelerate the 
advance towards the creation of a South Africa that truly belongs to all who 
live in it!" 

As we expected, the Conference answered this question in the affirmative. 
The task ahead of us as a movement will be to act together in unity, 
respecting all the outcomes of the 52nd National Conference. This will 
ensure that we use the few years leading to the celebration of the Centenary 
of the ANC in 2012 truly to accelerate the advance towards the achievement 
of the goal of a better life for all our people. 
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We, genuine patriots and members of the ANC, have the unique responsibility 
and duty to ensure that the ANC is the kind of revolutionary movement that 
has the capacity to lead the sustained offensive for the realisation of this 
goal. We congratulate our President, Comrade Jacob Zuma, and the rest of our 
leadership elected by our 52nd National Conference, which will lead our 
movement and country as we advance to the celebration of the historic 
Centenary Anniversary of the people's movement, the ANC. 

Thabo Mbeki 

Declaration of the 52nd National Conference 

Our work is far from complete 

We the delegates to this the 52nd National Conference of the African 
National Congress, assembled here at the University of Limpopo, in the great 
north of our country, for four days of vibrant and democratic debate about 
the future of our movement and the nation it leads. 

We were four thousand strong, representing more than 600,000 members of the 
African National Congress from thousands of branches across the length and 
breadth of our beautiful nation. We were joined by members of our Women's 
and Youth Leagues and strengthened by the participation of ANC veterans, our 
allies and the activists of the all formations of the South African 
democratic movement and guests from progressive parties of all the 
continents of the world 

This University - formerly known as the University of the North, Turfloop -
has been amongst the well recognised political centres from where was waged 
some of the most serious political campaigns and struggles during the harsh 
days of apartheid. Many comrades in the ranks of the ANC and the broad 
democratic movement sharpened their political consciousness and activism 
from here and other tertiary institutions. It is therefore most fitting that 
the 52nd National Conference of the ANC took place here in recognition of 
the struggles that have brought us the democratic order we now enjoy. 

The ANC wishes once more to express its profound gratitude to the Council, 
the Vice Chancellor and the Staff of the University of Limpopo and the 
people of Polokwane for their hospitality, which created an atmosphere in 
which we could carry out the business of conference without let or 
hindrance. 

All South Africans, and many others throughout Africa and the world, were 
keenly interested both in the quality of our deliberations and in the 
decisions we have taken. This interest is a welcome indicator of the high 
esteem in which South Africans and our millions of friends across the globe 
hold the African National Congress. We wish to confirm, as we rise from 
National Conference, that the ANC will continue acting in a manner that 
earns it the respect and trust of our people. 

One of the abiding strengths of the ANC has always been to be truthful to 
the people and never to hide our shortcomings or the extent of the 
challenges we face, the better to find ways of improving our work and our 
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standing as the leader of the National Democratic Revolution. Our 52nd 
National Conference has been yet another confirmation of this proud 
tradition. 

Flowing from five days of constructive and at times intense engagement, the 
integrity of the ANC and its democratic processes have emerged victorious. 
Eschewing dangers of division and discord that threatened to distract us 
from our historic mission, we emerged in unity to recommit ourselves to the 
tasks of reconstruction and development, nation building and reconciliation. 

We do acknowledge that there were moments when some of us seemed to veer 
away from the dignified conduct that has always been the hallmark of the 
ANC. However, as we conclude the business of conference we are inspired that 
we have emerged with welcome consensus on our strategic outlook and the 
detailed policies that will guide our movement for the next five years and 
beyond. 

The ANC has emerged the winner, as a disciplined force of the left committed 
to constructing a better life for all. We have also emerged with a 
leadership collective to which we all pay allegiance, and which we are 
confident will lead us in unity towards our centenary in 2012. 

We are also united around a common strategic objective, the creation of a 
national democratic society, and have agreed on the tactical stances that 
will advance us towards this goal. Our strategic vision and the policy 
resolutions that flow from it are the outcomes of a sustained process of 
consultation in which our members, our Alliance partners and thousands of 
other South Africans engaged in vigorous debate. 

The strategic vision and the resolutions of National Conference constitute a 
mandate that will guide the actions of all cadres of the ANC, wherever they 
may be deployed, and which will form the centre piece of our policy agenda 
over the next five years. 

Conference celebrated the many achievements we have made in the years since 
1994. The democratic freedoms that we won became the cornerstone upon which 
we are advancing towards a better life for all. The faster pace of job 
creation, the unbroken period of economic growth, the extension of social 
security and the delivery of basic services are improving the conditions of 
life for millions. 

Our work is far from complete. We are only at the beginning of a long 
journey to a truly united, democratic and prosperous society, based on the 
principles contained in the Freedom Charter. Yet we are confident that the 
strategy and policies we have adopted will take us further towards the goal 
of a better life for all. 

Conference acknowledged that organisational building and renewal require 
consistent attention and reflection. We still believe that the abiding 
strength of the ANC is its culture of robust debate, which brings more 
wisdom to all those who participate in them. Instead of causing divisions, 
debating matters helps us listen to and learn from one another. 
Collectively, we are all wiser than when we assembled in Polokwane five days 
ago. 

We, the delegates, are of the firm view that the energy, enthusiasm and 
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passion that has characterised the discussions in our branches in the run-up 
to this Conference and robust debates among delegates are a reflection of 
the seriousness and high level of interest among ANC members in the 
political life of the movement. 

As we advance in unity towards the centenary of the ANC we are confident 
that the dictum "ANC lives, the ANC leads" will ring even truer in the 
months and years to come. 

** Adopted by the ANC 52nd National Conference, Polokwane, 20 December 2007 

Message to our readers 

This is the last edition of ANC Today for 2007. We will be resuming 
publication in January, when the ANC will be celebrating its 96th 
anniversary with a rally in Tshwane on 12 January. We wish all of our 
readers a peaceful festive season. 

anctoday mailing list 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

The imperative of women's emancipation 

The day before this edition of ANC TODAY was published, our country joined the rest of the world to mark International Women's Day, which falls on 8 March. We would therefore like to take this opportunity to convey our sincere congratulations and best wishes to the women of South Africa, Africa and the rest of the world. 

On 6 March, two days before this important day, Africa and her friends from elsewhere in the world, had gathered in Accra to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the epoch-making independence of Ghana. On this occasion, many correctly recalled the statement made by Kwame Nkrumah on Independence Day in 1957, that Ghana's independence would be meaningless unless it was also accompanied by the liberation of the rest of our continent from colonial and white minority rule. 

For many decades now, our movement has held this same perspective concerning the issue of the liberation of women. Whatever words we have used, we have also insisted that our national liberation from white minority rule and the legacy of colonialism and apartheid would be meaningless unless it also meant the liberation of the women of South Africa. 

Consistent with this fundamental tenet of our movement and struggle, which places the task of the emancipation of women as one of the central objectives of our National Democratic Revolution (NOR), our National Executive Committee (NEC) said in this year's January 8th Statement, to mark the 95th anniversary of the ANC, that: 

"We must also take care to ensure that women are integrally involved and targeted in the design and implementation of our economic empowerment programmes. As a section of society who, despite comprising more than half of our people, continue to confront additional economic disadvantages, all our programmes need to have a capacity to benefit and empower women. This 



will only be achieved by involving women in the process, and ensuring that 
they are able to help direct and monitor all the work in this regard." 

Our National Executive Committee said this in the context of addressing what 
it identified as the central task of the NOR - the intensification of the 
struggle for the eradication of poverty. Thus it sought to make the 
unequivocal statement that, as a movement, we must do everything necessary 
and possible to ensure that the women of our country fully participate in 
defining what our country does in this regard, benefit from all programmes 
adopted to eradicate poverty, help to direct the implementation of these 
programmes, and participate in monitoring the implementation of these 
programmes. 

Thus our NEC sought to give practical expression to the strategic 
perspective of our movement, that the emancipation of women is a defining 
feature of our NOR. The challenge that faces us is that we must translate 
our words into practical reality. In this regard, I would like to insist 
that our movement has the capacity to match the words we utter with the 
actions we take. We will therefore have nobody to blame if we do not realise 
the objective to organise the women of our country to be activists for, and 
beneficiaries of development, consistent with what our NEC said in the 
January 8th Statement. 

Because of what some of our Members of Parliament, elected leaders of our 
people, said, during the Debate on the State of the Nation Address, I said 
in response that as we continue to confront the central challenge of the 
fundamental transformation of our country, we must also focus, deliberately, 
consciously and systematically, on the task to transform the South African 
mind. Specifically, in this regard, I said: 

"On all occasions when we meet as we have since last Friday, we speak of 
change - some about our success in changing our society for the better, and 
others about how we have failed to effect any significant change, each 
speaking from his or her opposing trench, such that in the end we appear to 
be speaking about different countries, one of which might be called South 
Africa, and the other, to give it a name, whatever its meaning, might be 
called Azania. 

"When we talk about change we speak, as we must do, about the number of jobs 
created, about the number of houses built, about the provision of water, 
sanitation and electricity and about rates of economic growth. 

"But we rarely speak about the change or the absence of change in our minds. 
Each time anybody dares to venture into this area, in many instances to 
decode a vocabulary that has learnt to disguise old insults by presenting 
itself as the vehicle for the dispassionate presentation of objective 
reality, a deluge of condemnation descends on the daring soul, communicating 
the message to all who would dare that these should forever be mindful of 
the advice - only fools rush in where angels fear to tread! 

"If I may, I would like to suggest that the fact that it was necessary, 
today, to repeat verbatim what was said 10 years ago, makes an immensely sad 
statement about us all. It must surely be a matter of profound distress that 
almost at the end of the 13th year of our emancipation, questions must still 
be asked as to whether we are, as a nation, capable of uniting to pursue a 
commonly defined national agenda, as to whether it is to expect too much to 



believe that as individual members of our society, we are capable of 
honestly asking ourselves the questions - what more can we do, what can we 
contribute?" 

Given its defining importance within the historic agenda of the NOR, and as 
we celebrate International Women's Day, we have an obligation constantly and 
honestly to ask ourselves whether we have done everything we need to do to 
change the South African mind, so that, really and practically, we achieve 
daily victories in the struggle for the emancipation of the women of our 
country! 

Our movement, and our movement only among our national political formations, 
took the eminently correct decision that in the aftermath of our 2006 Local 
Government Elections, its elected municipal council representatives would be 
constituted on the basis of gender equality - which has come to be described 
as the 50-50 principle. 

Later this year, our movement will hold its five-year Policy Conference. It 
must surely be self-evident that this critically important Conference must 
and will address the issue of gender equality, to ensure that our movement 
builds on our decision and actions with regard to the last Local Government 
Elections, further to entrench the principle and practice of gender equality 
in the fundamental reconstruction of our society. 

Again later this year, in December, we will convene in Limpopo, at the 52nd 
ANC National Conference. This Conference will consider the decisions of the 
Policy Conference, as well as debate and decide upon any other policy issues 
it may identify. However, like the Policy Conference, it cannot avoid taking 
decisions about the issue central to our democracy of gender equality. 

Personally, while I must and will respect the decisions of the ANC Policy 
and National Conferences, which will, as before, emanate from an open 
democratic process in our movement, I cannot imagine that these Conferences 
would fail to take decisions on the strategically important issues of: 

* the amendment of the ANC Constitution to provide for gender equality in 
the composition of the structures of our movement; and, 
* the amendment of the Constitution of the Republic again to provide for 
gender equality in the institutions of state. 

In this regard, I would like to revert to what I said to conclude the 
National Assembly Debate on the State of the Nation 
Address. Specifically, as I have already indicated, I said: "When we talk 
about change we speak, as we must do, about the number of jobs created, 
about the number of houses built, about the provision of water, sanitation 
and electricity and about rates of economic growth. But we rarely speak 
about the change or the absence of change in our minds." 

I refer to these comments because the struggle to achieve the emancipation 
of women is, in good part, a struggle to defeat deeply entrenched social and 
individual prejudices that present themselves to the people holding these 
prejudices as obviously accepted and standard social norms. 

This creates the immense difficulty that it becomes virtually impossible to 
change the mind of the prejudiced person because he or she considers his or 
her prejudice as self-evident truth, and draws comfort and sustenance from 
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empirically derived knowledge that a critical mass of members of society 
holds the same views as the person who is a prisoner of prejudice. 

Inevitably, in this context, we must consider the meaning of words. This is 
because it is through language that human beings communicate thought and 
feeling and what we have described as prejudice. Words therefore serve as an 
expression of a state of mind and therefore an indication of behaviour that 
would derive from this state of mind. 

Because this Letter is written in the English language, I will turn to a 
universally accepted authority on the English language, the Oxford English 
Dictionary, to address the issue of prejudice, which feeds the terribly ugly 
social phenomenon that is generally politely described as gender 
discrimination. Specifically, I would like to demonstrate that the 
apparently distinct and separate words, "prejudice", "belief', and "faith", 
essentially describe the same mindset. 

Applied to the issue of the social (universal) acceptance of the practice of 
the oppression of women, the understanding of these words as manifestations 
of the state of the human mind and soul, should help us to understand why it 
is that, in addition to changing the material world that objectively defines 
a subservient social position for women, we must also confront a mindset 
that, because of prejudice or belief or faith, views it as a normal social 
prescription that women should occupy a subsidiary position in the ordering 
of human affairs. 

The Oxford English Dictionary defines "prejudice" as "a feeling, favourable 
or unfavourable, towards any person or thing, prior to or not based on 
actual experience; a prepossession; a bias or leaning to one side; an 
unreasoning predilection or objection". 

The same Dictionary describes "faith" as "what is believed, or required to 
be believed, on a particular subject". Again, this Dictionary defines 
"belief' as "assent of the mind to a statement, or to the truth or a fact 
beyond observation, on the testimony of another, or to a fact or truth on 
the evidence of consciousness". 

Thus when we talk of a mindset that prescribes discrimination against women, 
we are talking of the stubborn mental condition that is informed by feelings 
not based on actual experience, by what is believed and required to be 
believed, and truths beyond observation, requiring no empirical 
verification, an unreasoning predilection. All these definitions describe a 
mindset that is not open to change through rational discussion, which, in 
part, is what feeds the scourge of the practice of the oppression of women. 

From 1975, the United Nations started observing 8 March as International 
Women's Day, which was first observed in 1911. In this regard, it has been 
said that "in adopting its resolution on the observance of Women's Day, the 
General Assembly cited two reasons: to recognise the fact that securing 
peace and social progress and the full enjoyment of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms require the active participation, equality and 
development of women; and to acknowledge the contribution of women to the 
strengthening of international peace and security. 

"For the women of the world, the Day's symbolism has a wider meaning: it is 
an occasion to review how far they have come in their struggle for equality, 
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peace and development. It is also an opportunity to unite, network and 
mobilise for meaningful change." 

In this context, when he addressed a conference on Women in Local Government in August last year, Minister Essop Pahad said correctly that: "Despite 
(the) Constitutional commitments to gender equality we must acknowledge that women in South Africa still face huge challenges. Despite their valuable 
contributions to the survival and maintenance of their families and 
communities as caregivers and economic providers, women continue to face 
social, economic and cultural barriers in realising their full potential and 
equal rights in society. 

"Women in South Africa continue to confront the challenge of poverty, live 
in informal settlements, and work in the 'second economy' as street vendors, poorly paid service employees and domestic workers. Women continue to be subjected to discrimination, and stereotyping, domestic violence and sexual abuse. They are underpaid compared to their male counterparts for work of equal value. They are underrepresented in the decision making centres in the public sector and their representation in the decision making centres of the private sector is much worse." 

In April 2001, Nobel Prize winner, Amartya Sen, delivered a lecture at the 
Radcliffe Institute at Harvard University, which was later published under the title, "Many faces of Gender Inequality". In this regard, Amartya Sen 
said: 

"It was more than a century ago, in 1870, that Queen Victoria wrote to Sir Theodore Martin complaining about 'this mad, wicked folly of 'Woman's 
Rights". The formidable empress certainly did not herself need any 
protection that the acknowledgment of women's rights might offer. Even at 
the age of eighty, in 1899, she could write to AJ Balfour, "We are not 
interested in the possibilities of defeat; they do not exist." That, 
however, is not the way most people's lives go - reduced and defeated as they frequently are by adversities. And within each community, nationality 
and class, the burden of hardship often falls disproportionately on women. 
The afflicted world in which we live is characterised by deeply unequal 
sharing of the burden of adversities between women and men ... 

"When anti-female bias in action (such as sex-specific abortion) reflects 
the hold of traditional masculinist values from which mothers themselves may not be immune, what is needed is not just freedom of action but also freedom of thought - in women's ability and willingness to question received values. 
Informed and critical agency is important in combating inequality of every 
kind. Gender inequality, including its many faces, is no exception." 

We too must continue to act as an informed and critical agency to combat the persisting gender inequality in our country, as described by Essop Pahad. To do this successfully, we must constantly challenge the prejudices we carry 
in our heads, which act as barriers to a speedy advance towards the 
realisation of the goals of gender equality and the emancipation of women. As long as we allow these prejudices to persist and inform our actions, so 
long will we not be able truthfully to describe ourselves as revolutionary 
democrats. 

Thabo Mbeki 
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SOCIAL VALUES 

The struggle to change the 'surplus people' mindset 

I am writing this article because it has become necessary to speak on a 
matter that has hurt and continues to hurt many of us as South Africans, 
very deeply. Our Minister of Health, Manto Tshabalala-Msimang, with whom I 
am privileged to serve as a member of the ANC National Executive and 
National Working Committees, is currently in hospital receiving treatment. 
Our movement and government and many of our people have wished her a speedy 
recovery. 

All of us conveyed these messages to her in the normal course because this 
is very much part of our culture both as a people and as a movement. In the 
period since our liberation, we have also not hesitated to wish good health 
even to those in our society who were once our enemies. 

The public statements attributed to Democratic Alliance (DA) MP Dianne 
Kohler-Barnard concerning Comrade Manto came as a big shock. The media 
reported that Kohler-Barnard had called on President Thabo Mbeki to remove 
Tshabalala-Msimang from office "before she dies there". 

The media also reported that Kohler-Barnard said: "All the spin doctors are 
saying (her prolonged stay in hospital last year) was a lung infection, but 
no lung infection is going to make you incoherent. She has major health 
problems; she hasn't been open with the country about it. 

"If a person is no longer mentally capable of handling their role in their 
position of which they have huge responsibilities, then they must do the 
honourable thing and step down, not hang in until the last moment because it 
does the country no good at all." 

These reports said, "Kohler-Barnard said it was the president's duty to 
respect Tshabalala-Msimang's health and not allow a situation where another 
minister died in office, referring to the deaths of ministers Steve Tshwete, 
Dullah Omar and Stella Sigcau." 

In the same media report, Essop Pahad responded to these comments by saying, 
"I really think it's regrettable that the DA should stoop so low in terms of 
commenting on the health or otherwise of a minister or anybody else for that 
matter. If you think someone's ill, surely common decency is to wish them 
well?" 

In the period since 1994, most unfortunately, our movement, government and 
nation has lost through death through natural causes, four of our ministers. 
These were Joe Slovo in 1995, Steve Tshwete in 2002, Dullah Omar in 2004, 
and Stella Sigcau in 2006, all of whom passed away while serving as 
ministers. 

I served in our National Government from 1994 to 2002, both as Deputy 
Minister and Minister. In addition to the ANC, I was therefore privileged to 
work with the deceased comrades also as a member of government. 

All these comrades passed away while holding ministerial office, after short 
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or longer periods of illness. In all instances, both Presidents Mandela and 
Mbeki appointed acting ministers during the period of the illness of the 
comrades concerned. 

Until Kohler-Barnard made a public demand that the Minister of Health should 
be replaced because she is ill, I cannot recall any other instance when 
anybody made such a call, including when the comrades to whom I have 
referred fell ill. It therefore came as a complete surprise that this time, 
as DA spokesperson on health, Kohler-Barnard decided to make the call she 
issued. 

In the context of this issue, the ANC Parliamentary Caucus said: 

"The reference to the Minister as a 'terrifying sight' and that she must be 
removed from office 'before dying there' by the DA MP, as quoted in the 
weekend press, is a shocking defiance of basic standards of human behaviour. 
Ubuntu is a basic human behaviour that should crosscut every cultural 
orientation. It is indeed sad when political opposition stoops so low that 
an opposition member takes delight on the personal hardships of those she 
differs with. 

The Cabinet described Kohler-Barnard's comments as "appalling and extremely 
distasteful". 

I could identify fully with comments made attorney Christine Qunta, who said 
in an article: "The suggestion by the Democratic Alliance (DA) that the 
Minister of Health Dr Manto Tshabalala-Msimang might die and she should be 
removed from office before she does so, offends deeply against the cultural 
norms of black people in this country. One can only imagine what effect it 
had on her family, especially on her husband, children and grandchildren. 

"The blow-by-blow description by one journalist of the minister's supposed 
incoherence while chairing a cluster briefing of ministers after the opening 
of parliament, was particularly gratuitous and seemed designed to humiliate 
her and those who care about her. One newspaper even used the DA's call as 
an editorial. 

"It is rather sad that while privately enraged, black people remained 
silent. It was left to the cabinet to express the sense of revulsion felt by 
them. This display of insensitivity is not the first, nor will it be the 
last. It's best understood within a context. In doing so, it is worthwhile 
to recall the respect with which the media dealt with FW de Klerk when he 
took ill in the course of last year. His spokesperson requested privacy and 
this was respected. 

"Towards the end of his life PW Botha had a stroke and was hospitalised on 
several occasions. I do not recall the unseemly invasion of privacy visited 
upon Dr Tshabalala-Msimang or the glee with which her initial illness was 
greeted by the commercial media and opposition parties being visited upon 
either of these two men or their families. Nor do I recall black people, who 
still bear the scars of their deeds, saying anything that could be regarded 
as wishing them dead ... 

"The pathology of race, whose DNA has been woven deeply into the 
consciousness of this nation, presents us with an explanation. 



"The lack of respect for black people and the concomitant contempt for black life runs deep in this society. Dragging a person behind a truck, throwing a man into a lion enclosure, or shooting a young child because to the white farmer he resembled a dog, are the extreme expressions of this psychosis ... 

"In the midst of the heated debates about crime, should we not analyse the impact that apartheid has had on our own humanity and the extent to which such dehumanisation contributes to a culture of violence and racial 
victimisation? As abhorrent as the comments were about Dr 
Tshabalala-Msimang, they served to remind us that we are a long distance from shedding the chains that apartheid imprisoned us with." 

These challenging comments set the stage for me to return to the issue of ubuntu. I believe that in the time I have served in government and at Chief Albert Luthuli House, and partly from personal experience, I have come to understand something about the thinking of both Presidents Mandela and Mbeki in this regard. 

Both of them value greatly the comrades who have been developed by the movement in struggle, and who have committed themselves faithfully to serve the people as members of our movement. They are moved by a deeply-held feeling that all of us should always find it very difficult to turn our 
backs on tried and tested combatants for our liberation, even when these might make mistakes, take wrong positions, or otherwise experience difficult times, such as ill-health. 

When comrades Slovo, Omar and Sigcau suffered ill-health for relatively long periods of time, our Presidents felt that everything needed to be done constantly to reassure the indisposed comrades that our movement and country still needed them, and therefore that they would not be relieved of their ministerial duties. 

In part this was driven by the knowledge that these comrades, including Comrade Tshwete, were driven by an abiding determination always to serve the people throughout their lives. Even as they suffered visibly from 
ill-health, they were always determined to come to work because they felt that their absence from work, even for serious health reasons, constituted a betrayal of their duty and obligation to serve the people. 

Repeatedly, I saw many examples of this determination to serve the people. Thus I came to realise that both Presidents Mandela and Mbeki also understood that any action to terminate the services of the comrades who were ill, would, in reality, be to communicate the message to the afflicted comrades that the movement had made the determination that they were no longer in a fit state to serve the people as militants of our movement. 

That, in fact, would come across to these comrades as a sentence of death that would expedite the demise of comrades that both Presidents held in high esteem, which neither would ever do. Some who do not understand what it meant to sacrifice everything for the liberation of our people might denounce this, as they have, as an unacceptable "loyalty to old comrades". 

I have had absolutely no difficulty in understanding this, both because of my more limited contribution to that liberation struggle, and the fact of having been brought up in a culture that so values human life that our people find it difficult to accept even the inevitable and foreseeable death 



of the very old, and therefore plan for this eventuality. 

In this regard, concerning the deepest regard for our best cadres, I 
recalled what President Mbeki said at the funeral of Comrade Steve, that: 
"It is not our part to mourn. It is our right and privilege to celebrate the 
fact that we were blessed with so rare a gift of a fellow South African, who 
was simultaneously a genuine friend, a trustworthy colleague, an activist 
and a leader, a patriot, an internationalist, a human titan who surrendered 
his life to the cause of all humanity, a principled revolutionary, a true 
comrade ... 

"When the sacrifices he had made brought freedom to our people, towards the 
end of a century of extraordinary suffering, we said it remained the charge 
of all patriots to serve the people of South Africa selflessly, without 
seeking personal gain or glory, without arrogance and abuse of power, with 
honesty, dedication and dignity. Until the day he died, Steve Tshwete lived 
up to this injunction and served with distinction in the governments that 
our people have elected freely since 1994." 

For all the reasons I have stated, I found it deeply disturbing that 
Kohler-Barnard could, in an offhand manner, to serve party political 
interests, talk as easily and glibly as she obviously did, about Comrade 
Manto being relieved of her duties, "before dying there (in office)". At 
first, this said to me that one could not be a normal human being and talk 
so easily about the death of another human being. 

In time I have come to understand that perhaps what makes Kohler-Barnard and 
I to respond differently to the illness of Comrade Manto was not because she 
was less of a normal human being than I. Rather, we have been brought up 
according to different value systems, with her seeing human beings being 
entitled to live as long as they were of some utilitarian value. This value 
system gave birth to the apartheid notion of "surplus people". 

Christine Qunta's comments are relevant to the value system that produced 
this concept and practice. They speak to the determination that 
Kohler-Barnard has obviously made, that our Minister of Health has become "a 
surplus person". 

I have no doubt whatsoever that Comrade Manto will recover from her illness. 
Driven by everything in our being that teaches us to live according to the 
ubuntu value system, we will, every day, pray for the speedy recovery of our 
Minister of Health. We will continue to respect and accept the decision of 
President Mbeki to appoint another Minister, our government's practice since 
1994, to act for the Minister of Health until she is ready to resume work. 

(I found it very strange and instructive that the DA thought it fit to 
propose that Deputy Minister of Health Nozizwe Madlala-Routledge should be 
appointed to act as Minister of Health, while finding it objectionable that 
the President has delegated this role to Minister of Transport Jeff Radebe. 
This is not the place for me to explain my understanding of this DA vote of 
confidence in the Deputy Minister, which, I am certain, both the President 
and Deputy President of the country also understand.) 

Despite the feelings I have expressed here, I have nevertheless found it 
difficult to say everything I have had to say. This was because I know that 
it will be easy for the mischief-makers deliberately to misrepresent what I 
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have tried to communicate. 

Despite this, I thought that I should speak my mind on this issue, because 
what Kohler-Barnard said brought me face to face with the urgent need 
mentioned by our President when he replied to this year's State of the 
Nation Address - the need for us to put under the microscope the issue of 
the progress we have made or not made, since the historic change of 1994, to change the South African mind. What Kohler-Barnard said, and much else 
besides, sharply poses the question of what our movement and government must do, today rather than tomorrow, genuinely to entrench the values and 
practice of ubuntu throughout our society. 

In the meantime, once more I urge all decent human beings in our society to wish our Minister of Health a speedy recovery and pray for this outcome. 

We must condemn the callous view expressed by one caller to a radio station that individuals holding public office should be compelled to have their 
medical conditions made public so that the public may know whether or not the individual is medically fit to hold that office. We must express disgust 
with the same caller's insistence that Tshabalala-Msimang must say if "she has AIDS" and whether or not she is on antiretroviral treament. Basic human decency would require that we respect the rights of an individual serving in 
government no more and no less than we would respect the rights of the caller, or any other person in our society. 

In this regard, we must also respect what Boyce Mkhize, Registrar of the 
Health Professions Council of South Africa, said: "Every citizen of this 
country ought to enjoy full protection of the law and constitutional rights 
enshrined in our Bill of Rights. Every patient has a right to privacy and 
not to have their illness or ailment disclosed without their consent. No 
member of the public is entitled to know what the minister, or even the 
president suffers from, let alone the causes of such ailment, as some 
excited journalists have attempted to establish." 

I am also fully in agreement with what the National Association of People 
living with HIV and AIDS (Napwa) said, that Tshabalala-Msimang's role and leadership guidance is "more needed now than ever before. As the country is currently finalising the new national country strategic plan and the revival 
of the SA National Aids Council, her inputs and leadership are crucial." The organisation had always appreciated and acknowledged the important role the minister had played in leading the struggle for the transformation of the 
health care system "for the betterment of the African population in general 
and the historically disadvantaged communities in particular in this 
country". 

Like Napwa, we are also aware "of the positive role that our Minister is 
playing in the African and international health forums in speaking on behalf of the African population on matters of health." 

** Sankie Mthembi-Mahanyele is the ANC Deputy Secretary General. 

REPORT BACK 

Africa unites against corruption 
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Last week we published an extract from a speech delivered by Minister of Public Service and Administration Geraldine Fraser-Moleketi at the Africa 
Forum on Fighting Corruption held in Ekurhuleni. This week we report on the outcomes of this important continental event. 

Seldom has a conference or forum attracted such attention across the 
continent as the Africa Forum on Fighting Corruption, attended by over 400 participants from across Africa. Talk shows on SABC Africa elicited calls 
from all over the continent, sending a strong message that the people of 
Africa are fed up with corruption, where the majority of peace-loving and 
law-abiding citizens are exploited by those in positions of power and 
privilege. 

The purpose of the forum was two-fold: firstly, to come up with a common 
African position for the fifth Global Forum on Fighting Corruption and 
Safeguarding Integrity, taking place in Sandton from 2-5 April 2007; and, secondly, to review and consolidate Africa's anti-corruption initiatives. 

What became apparent is that across the continent there are a plethora of 
institutions and initiatives to fight corruption. What is lacking are the 
resources and integration within and across borders to implement these 
programmes effectively. 

The forum came up with an historic declaration - the Ekurhuleni 
Declaration - that recommends to the African Union, regional economic 
communities, governments, business communities and civil society 
organisations: 

* the acknowledgement by African leaders of the challenges of fighting 
corruption collectively and individually; 
* the speedy ratification and accession to the African Union Convention on 
Preventing and Combating Corruption, the regional anti-corruption 
instruments and the United Nations Convention Against Corruption; 
* the effective coordination and harmonisation of reporting responsibilities 
with respect to all the multilateral instruments on preventing and combating corruption; 
* the establishment, implementation and application of laws that will give 
practical effect to the letter and spirit of all the above anti-corruption 
instruments; 
* the prioritisation of prevention and awareness-raising programmes 
including the adoption of an African Anti-corruption Day; 
* increased support to independent national anti-corruption bodies and 
related law enforcement bodies, including judicial bodies and the speedy establishment of national anti-corruption bodies where such bodies do not 
exist; 
* the establishment of the Advisory Board envisaged in Article 22 of the AU 
Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption as soon as feasible, but at the latest within one year; 
* the creation of national compacts between governments, business, the media and civil society organisations, which define the roles and responsibilities of all parties in the fight against corruption; 
* strengthening the capacity of regional economic communities to support member states in the fight against corruption through advice on 
harmonisation of legal instruments, facilitation of mutual support, 
training, the exchange of information and law enforcement; 
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* the improvement of the capacity of national legislatures to provide 
oversight, ensure accountability and establish appropriate laws to fight 
corruption; 
* the need for interstate cooperation in the recovery and return of 
unlawfully appropriated public resources and assets to African states from 
which they were plundered; 
* the need for developed states to assist the fight against corruption by 
facilitating access to witnesses, documents and companies within their 
jurisdictions; 
* the establishment of protocols for improved coordination and cooperation with respect to interstate corruption; 
* the establishment of a common system for measuring integrity, which goes beyond perceptions of corruption; 
* the creation of a national integrity framework based on good practices 
across the continent; 
* facilitation of the establishment of Financial Intelligence Units as 
mechanisms for preventing and combating corruption. 

The forum adopted a strong programme of action with tight deadlines and 
targets. This says that African Union member states will ratify the AU 
Anti-corruption Convention by December 2007; embark on prevention and 
awareness campaigns; the creation by February 2008 of a National Integrity Framework by the AU Commission, regional economic communities and African states. 

The AU Commission will establish protocols for improved coordination and 
cooperation with respect to interstate corruption by July 2008. Regional 
Economic Communities will establish dedicated systems to provide 
anti-corruption support to member states as of December 2008. 

What emerged from the forum is that corruption is a systemic and 
institutional global phenomenon involving all sectors of society. It 
prevails in both developed and developing countries and undermines social cohesion and values, erodes the social fabric of African societies, and 
impacts most profoundly on the poor and on governance globally. 

Corruption impedes development, undermines democratic processes and corporate governance. Corruption engenders perverse political dependencies, lost political opportunities to improve the general well-being of the 
citizenry and fosters a climate of mistrust particularly of public 
officials. The losses that accrue from a culture of permissiveness with 
respect to corruption include a loss of revenue, loss of trust, loss of 
values, loss of credibility and legitimacy and a loss of the democratic 
ethos and impulse within institutions and organisations. Africa is 
responsible for its destiny and that of her peoples. African nations have 
implemented numerous measures to prevent and combat corruption. 

Incidents of corruption in South Africa can be reported by calling the 
anti-corruption hotline on 0800 701 701. 

This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2007 /at09. htm 

To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

The Mecca Agreement - pax fiat! 

Last month, on 10 January, the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights (PCHR) 
issued a statement in which it "strongly condemn(ed) bloody incidents in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories, which are part of the state of security 
chaos and misuse of weapons". It went on to say that it: 

"Calls upon all parties to resort to dialogue and abstain from using 
violence and weapons in internal differences; 

"Calls for ending all aspects of militarisation in the streets and 
residential areas and allowing the civil police to assume their duties to 
keep security and order; 

"Calls for the establishment of a judicial investigations committee to 
investigate all incidents and take appropriate legal measures against all 
those engaged in them whatever their affiliations are; 

"Calls upon all nationalist and lslamist parties to make efforts to end 
tension between the Hamas and Fatah movements, and ensure bringing them back 
to dialogues; and, 

"Calls upon the Palestinian National Authority to reform and restructure its 
security services on professional foundations, to unify them under one 
central command to serve as a law enforcement force that has the duty to 
protect the safety and security of people, and to ensure that (it) will 
never be politicised or engage in any conflicts." 

About a month after the PCHR issued this statement, on 6-8 February 2007, 
Fatah and Hamas met in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, "to hold a dialogue on 
Palestinian conciliation, based on the initiative put forth by Saudi King 
Abdullah and under his sponsorship." 
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address at a joint sitting of Parliament last week, on 8 February, the 
international television network, BBC World, broadcast a documentary 
claiming to be a report on crime in South Africa. Its result, if not its 
intention, was to perpetuate the notion that Johannesburg, and South Africa, is "the crime capital of the world". 

We have no doubt that this broadcast represented a deliberate attempt by BBC World to insert itself as a player in the determination of our future as a 
people. Thus BBC World was determined to ensure that what it had resolved to say about our country, it said at a moment that would make the maximum impact on our country's national consciousness and agenda. Fully 
understanding the importance of the State of the Nation address, it decided that it would broadcast the programme we are discussing on the very eve of this address, and not a day later or earlier. 

In the broadcast BBC World said that many of the high rise buildings in 
central Johannesburg are empty because of the high incidence of crime. It said absolutely nothing about the fact that some of the very same high rise 
buildings it showed are fully occupied, such as the circular Ponte 
residential building it prominently highlighted in its visuals. 

It also said absolutely nothing about the fact that the headquarters of some 
of our biggest companies are in central Johannesburg. These include Standard Bank, ABSA (Barclays), First National Bank, Transnet, Anglo American, 'The Star' newspaper, the Chamber of Mines, the Constitutional Court, the 
Johannesburg Metropolitan Council, the Gauteng Provincial Legislature and government, and the globally-known rugby stadium, Ellis Park. 

It also said nothing about the fact that the headquarters of our country's 
ruling party, the ANC, as well as such important national organisations as the South African Council of Churches (SACC), the Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU), and the Black Lawyers Chambers - which will soon host the biggest Law Library in our country - are all in central Johannesburg. 

It said nothing about the fact that real estate investors have indeed been 
showing a very healthy appetite for the same buildings in central 
Johannesburg which it said nobody wants to occupy because of crime. It said nothing about the fact that at least since 1999 the vacancy rates in the 
highest grade buildings have been falling significantly and continuously, 
even reaching the same low levels as similar buildings in important 
commercial areas of Johannesburg, such as Sandton, that, correctly, are seen as areas unaffected by the crime rates that affect the central districts of 
many cities in the world. 

It said absolutely nothing about the exciting process of urban renewal that 
is taking place in central Johannesburg, which includes the continuing 
development of the Newtown precinct, the biggest and most vibrant cultural 
quarter in South Africa; new housing settlements such as Brickfields; and 
the conversion of a number of central Johannesburg buildings into top 
market, highly priced residential apartments. These apartments are now 
difficult to obtain, at any price, because of high demand. 

It said absolutely nothing about the process extensively reported and 
analysed by urban sociologists, of the decay of city centres in many 
countries of the world. In the case of Johannesburg, it said absolutely 
nothing about the impact that the process of the deracialisation of 



residential areas in our country, which began in the 1980s, had on central 
Johannesburg. 

Among other things this process of racial integration increased the levels 
of insecurity among white South Africans, leading to their emigration to 
other areas of the city, away from central Johannesburg which apartheid had reserved as a white area. 

This same phenomenon, of the changing face of city centres, has been 
observed elsewhere in the world, for instance, in some US cities. We do not know whether BBC World sent its most senior reporters to the US to report on this phenomenon. It might very well have done this. We would be interested to know whether it reported the inevitable consequence of abandoned 
buildings, which the new and poorer resident communities would not have the money to buy or lease, but would occupy illegally sometimes, instead of 
glibly accounting for the lack of paying tenants in such buildings by 
alleging a high incidence of crime. 

To show its global viewing audience, almost all of whom do not know South 
Africa, that it had spoken to the local population, BBC World went to 
Hillbrow to talk to the residents in what is in many respects a unique area 
of the city of Johannesburg. If it was interested to report objectively and 
honestly about crime in our country, and even merely Johannesburg, BBC World would have known that Hillbrow, like some areas of London, has a particular socio-economic profile that is not characteristic of either Johannesburg or 
South Africa as a whole. 

Most significantly, it did not indicate that it had visited by far the 
largest black area of Johannesburg - Soweto. This was for the obvious reason that any objective report on the incidence of crime in Soweto would show that the crime rate in this area had dropped markedly during the years of 
democracy. Any objective and honest report would also show that the 
historically white areas of Johannesburg, though also exposed to crime, for 
obvious reasons that any criminologist would explain, generally have a much lower incidence of crime than even the least affected historically black 
areas. 

If it decided to do a documentary on crime in the United Kingdom, our own 
public broadcaster, the SABC, the equivalent of the BBC, would have 
absolutely no difficulty in focusing on particular areas of London, such as 
Brixton, to communicate the message that the UK is sinking under the weight of crime. This would be as much a dishonest representation of the incidence of crime in the UK, and even Brixton, as was the BBC World report about the incidence of crime in our country. 

BBC World made the assertion that allegations have been levelled against our national police commissioner, that he is associated with "the mafia". It 
said that nevertheless, presumably because it believes that our government 
is also part of the criminal project, the National Commissioner had not been 
removed from his position. This conveyed a message of a BBC World that is convinced of the complicity of our government with the most notorious 
international criminal syndicates. 

It also conveyed the clear statement that BBC World believed the "mafia" 
allegations it said had been made, which, incidentally, we heard for the 
first time from BBC World, obviously proceeding from the position that, 
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necessarily, they must be presumed to represent the truth. What BBC World 
wants is that our government should sack our National Commissioner of Police 
to prove the case it set out to make from the beginning, that our governance 
system is criminally rotten from top to bottom. 

BBC World also made the revealing observation that strangely - strange in 
its view - violent crime in our country did not represent attacks of the 
black majority against the white minority. This unequivocally confirmed that 
BBC World does not understand the universal and social phenomenon of crime, 
does not understand South Africa, and had, like the most die-hard racists in 
our country, convinced itself that crime in our country represents little 
more than black vengeance against the former white oppressors. 

If we entertained any illusions, BBC World communicated a message that 
should bring us back to the real world, that there are powerful people 
elsewhere in the world who are convinced that all of us, principally the 
black people and their leaders, have dishonestly communicated the message 
that we are truly committed to the objective of national reconciliation and 
the creation of a South Africa which belongs to all who live in it, black 
and white. 

Shortly before this documentary was shot and broadcast, we received 
persistent requests from the BBC representatives in our country to make 
available ANC leaders to be interviewed for the intended "report on South 
Africa". We explained to these representatives that this would be difficult 
as some of these leaders were deeply involved in preparations for the 
important national funeral of the late Adelaide Tambo; others in the 
preparation of the State of the Nation Address; that others were in Cape 
Town to prepare for the opening of parliament; and yet others were out of 
the country. 

In its broadcast BBC World made it a point to mention that neither the 
Ministry of Safety and Security nor the police service agreed to be 
interviewed. Again demonstrating its wilful resolve to be economic with the 
truth, it said absolutely nothing about the fact that it approached us very 
late, asking us to provide it with interviewees at very short notice. 

It said nothing about the objective difficulties we had conveyed to its 
locally-based representatives, even though it had every possibility to 
establish independently, without relying on information conveyed to its 
representatives by our movement, as to whether we had told the truth about 
the possibility to facilitate its access to the category of ANC leaders it 
sought to interview. 

Having made its own assessment, BBC World could have told the world that the 
ANC lied when it told them that the people it sought would be difficult to 
secure, if indeed this was the case. However, in keeping with its not so 
hidden agenda, it chose to communicate the tendentious message that, despite 
its attempts, ANC or government representatives had refused to be 
interviewed. 

We must assume that the last minute push to oblige us to provide ANC leaders 
to be interviewed for the BBC World broadcast derived from a realisation 
that the BBC had, at least, to demonstrate some respect for one of the most 
basic ethical principles of journalism, namely, the need to report all 
perspectives relevant to any story. However, supposedly by chance, and 
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interestingly, it so happened that the programming imperatives of the 
British public broadcaster, the BBC, which, obviously, must take precedence 
over our own as a movement and government, would in fact create the 
situation such that it would be difficult for the ANC and our government to 
participate in the BBC World documentary as interviewees, as was ultimately 
confirmed in practice. 

(Incidentally, again consistent with the seeming determination at all times 
to be economic with the truth, the BBC representatives never explained to us 
that the "report on South Africa", "which will contain high-quality 
visuals", was in fact a "report on crime in South Africa". We discovered 
this only when we saw the broadcast, which BBC World made a point of 
advertising very vigorously on 8 February.) 

Unlike our country, many other countries do not publish crime statistics. 
Where some do this, Interpol has determined that some of these statistics 
are entirely false and unreliable. We will continue to insist that our 
government and criminal justice system should publish accurate and timely 
information about the incidence of crime in our country. 

In part this is to ensure that the entirety of our population is empowered 
to participate in the fight against crime in a manner that responds to our 
actual reality, rather than the observations made by reporters who fly into 
our country from elsewhere in the world, and after spending a few days 
talking to whoever they select, prepare reports that are broadcast or 
printed as authoritative accounts of the incidence and nature of crime in 
our country. 

We will continue to insist that our government provides our people with 
crime statistics because our movement has always recognised the fact that 
crime reduction and eradication is one of our principal strategic 
challenges. We needed nobody, including BBC World, to teach us this. 

The simple reason for this is that, for centuries, the masses we have 
represented for 95 years have for all these years and longer, carried by far 
the heaviest burden of crime in our country. We need nobody to instruct us 
about the critical importance of defeating crime if we are to succeed to 
create the new South Africa for which we fought, unaided by many in our 
country and elsewhere who today pose as the greatest champions of the noble 
cause of the safety and security of the people of South Africa. 

We must accept that our transparency in this regard will encourage even 
those who claim to know the world to use the information we publish to focus 
on our country as a special case worthy of special broadcasts. The reality, 
however, is that the incidence of crime in our country, as in the UK and 
other countries, is influenced by various historical and contemporary 
realities. 

Any honest report about any country in this regard must necessarily take 
these realities into consideration. Respect for the most elementary 
professional ethics demands this of all journalists. However, in our case as 
an African country, we must accept that we will continue to be faced with 
the reality that we will, for a very long time, remain victim to the 
entrenched Afro-pessimism born of centuries of contempt for Africans, which 
legitimises the most insulting anti-African prejudices as a perfectly 
acceptable part of the mindset that should inform all understanding and 
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interpretation of Africa and Africans. 

We know this from our experience that the more we succeed to overcome our 
challenges and create the new non-racial, non-sexist, peaceful and 
prosperous South Africa to which the majority of our people, black and 
white, aspire, the harder will some try to show that we are failing, as the 
negative stereotype of everything African prescribes that, inevitably, 
Africans will fail. 

This serves as an affirming and comfortable device to reassure those who 
feel superior to us, the Africans, that they are indeed superior. Whatever 
might be happening in their own countries, such as the serious problem of 
crime in the UK, this enables them to comfort themselves that their own 
national situations are not so bad after all. 

In this paradigm, the 'We', which has all the means and possibilities to 
define both itself and the 'Other', will forever convey an image of the ugly 
'Other'. This would prove, permanently, that 'We' are beautiful after all, 
whatever our defects. In our case, it is clear that the more we achieve new 
successes in building a new South Africa, the more desperate will the 'We' 
feel that they are becoming indistinguishable from the 'Other'. 

Necessarily, the more we, the 'Other', succeeds, the more the 'We' will feel 
obliged to demonstrate that we have failed, and thus broadcast the kind of 
documentary shown by BBC World on 8 February. 

Our own reality, however, dictates that we must continue to respond to the 
obligation to focus on the task to restore our country to normality, having 
overcome centuries of white minority domination, which included a long 
period of British colonialism, which contributed most significantly to the 
problem of crime that the historical victims of crime now have to solve, 
regardless of whatever BBC World might choose to say. 

The ANC knows that the hard work our government and people have done to 
confront the scourge of crime - as well as other important challenges such 
as the pervasive black poverty that was deliberately engineered during the 
long period of white minority domination, including white British rule -will 
continue and succeed. 

Contrary to what BBC World sought to communicate, the 2010 FIFA Soccer World 
Cup will be held in conditions of safety and security for all the teams and 
the soccer fans who will descend on our country and stadia from all corners 
of the globe. 

This has been the experience of everybody who visited our country to 
participate in such events as the cricket and rugby world cups, the Africa 
Athletic and Soccer Cup of Nations tournaments, and the IAAF competition. 
Similarly, our country has hosted major UN, African Union, Non-Aligned 
Movement and Commonwealth conferences, with the same result in terms of 
safety and security. 

In addition, our cities, including Johannesburg. very regularly host private 
and sectoral international conferences whose participants have never 
experienced any pervasive incidence of crime. 

Just over three years from now, and as millions of foreign tourists have 
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done over the thirteen years of our democracy, the visitors who will attend 
the FIFA Soccer World Cup tournament will depart our shores puzzled about 
why supposedly reliable reporters of world affairs, such as BBC World, went 
out of their way to frighten them that our people are predatory and violent 
criminals. 

The BBC World documentary confirmed that in conditions of war, even when it 
is conducted without guns, the truth would always be the first casualty. It 
showed how easily the media can be exploited to use propaganda to create the 
illusion of reality. It made the statement that until the hunted produce 
their own historians, so long will their victories be obliterated from the 
human record by those who abrogate to themselves the right to define 
themselves as victorious hunters. 

Everything we have said communicates the unequivocal message that to avoid 
unnecessary disappointment and surprise in future, we must teach ourselves 
to expect that those who hold us in contempt, regardless of what they 
profess concerning their liberal and progressive credentials, will continue 
to represent us as violent criminals, or anything else that helps to feed 
the deeply embedded stereotype that Africans are less than human, or, at 
least, genetically inferior. 

__________________ , ________________ _ 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
The one and only ANC! 
This week the ANC celebrates its 96th anniversary with a rally in Atteridgeville, 

Tshwane, bringing the organisation ever closer to its centenary in 2012. 
Few political movements in the world can claim such longevity. Yet it is not only its 

vintage that the ANC is celebrating. It is also a proud history of struggle with and 

for the people. It is a proud history that has brought freedom to our nation, and 

which has seen unprecedented progress in the course of just over a decade to undo the 

legacy of colonialism and apartheid. 
The ANC today is a strong, vibrant and dynamic organisation that enjoys the 

confidence and support of the masses of the people, as demonstrated in successive 

elections since 1994. The membership of the ANC has grown significantly over the last 

five years; there are now over half a million paid-up ANC members. There is still 

much room for growth and we intend to swell our branches with even more members 

during 2008 and the coming years. 
The ANC has always been an integral part of the lives of the people of our country. 

Its growth is celebrated by all who recognize the central role it plays in the life 

of our nation. Its general state of health is always of concern to all sectors, be it 

business, faith-based organisations, non-governmental organisations, the media, 

traditional leaders, labour and the international community. Fortunately, emerging from the national conference in Polokwane, we are able to say 

proudly that the ANC can only go from strength to strength. There is only one ANC. It 

is united and very focused on its mandate of leading transformation and being the 

leader of development and progress in our country. As we gather in Tshwane to celebrate the 96th anniversary, we are called upon to 

reflect on our history, to understand why the ANC has lasted so long and achieved so 

much. We must do this better to understand what we will need to do to ensure that the 

ANC continues to thrive and continues diligently to serve the people long after its 

centenary. 
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In preparation for its National General Council (NGC) in 2005, the ANC produced a 
discussion document entitled 'Unity and Diversity in the ANC'. The document said: "In 
South Africa and in other parts of the world, movements and parties of about the same 
age as the ANC, have collapsed, become irrelevant or are struggling to stay alive. 
What has given the ANC this extraordinary capacity to survive and sustain its 
relevance?" 

Among the answers to this question that the document suggested was that the ANC's 
capacity to survive lay in its approach to the question of unity: 

"Unity is an organisational value upheld and pursued by all political movements 
because it enhances the effectiveness of collective action. But, political 
collectives are made up of diverse individual members, who have come together to pool 
their energies in pursuance of shared objectives. The more elastic the breadth of the 
collective and the greater the depth of its potential appeal, the greater the 
prospect of tensions and conflicts among its adherents. The imperatives of coherent 
and effective action therefore require a leadership to exercise vigilance not to 
allow potential and actual tensions to jeopardise it". 

The document made the fundamental point that unity is not achieved by mere agreement 
on its desirability. It is built through ongoing democratic debate and sustained 
through political action. It is achieved by encouraging a contest of views and a 
respect for decisions collectively and democratically taken. That is why we have 
always spoken about 'Unity in Action'. 

We reiterate that the ANC is not divided. There are no fundamental policy differences 
among any members or leaders of the ANC. The vibrant debate that is sometimes 
misconstrued as division is merely differences of opinion on the implementation of 
our programme of action. It is a healthy phenomenon which keeps all of us on our 
toes. We have consistently argued that the mere existence of different views -
whether on questions of leadership, policy or strategy - no matter how strongly held 
or firmly expressed, does not mean that the organisation is divided. 

On this 96th anniversary, we underline that ours is a resilient organisation that 
will continue to grow, fortified by the culture of internal democracy, open debate 
and engagement. We will focus on re-inculcating that culture of a type of open debate 
that does not create any hostilities. We need to promote an exchange of views that 
makes it possible for comrades to disagree vociferously, but still remain firm 
comrades and friends. A culture that makes every issue open to debate and scrutiny, 
in a comradely manner. 

Given the vibrancy and nature of this organisation, the debates are not likely to 
stop anytime soon. The boundless energy of the ANC Youth League will continue to 
reverberate throughout the length and breadth of our country, ensuring adherence to 
the culture and traditions of the movement as it has historically done. The ANC 
Women's League will continue to bring the gender question to the centre of our 
social, political and economic life, building on the remarkable gains made at 
Polokwane. 

Our Alliance Partners are known to make their views known speedily should they 
suspect we are compromising the National Democratic Revolution! Working together to 
implement the resolutions of our respective conferences, we should be able to find 
more common ground than areas of difference henceforth. We will always welcome the 
views and opinions of our Alliance partners on the progress we are making in meeting 
the mandate of our people. 
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In celebrating the 96th anniversary, we assure all sectors of our society that the 
ANC remains strong. It lives, it leads. 

We are determined to ensure that we work in a manner that strengthens the confidence 
of all our people in the ANC as the leader and organ of transformation in our 
country. People need to look at this organisation and view it as one that should 
guide them on a day to day basis and support them in all spheres of life - be it 
political, social, economic or cultural. 

We also look forward to strengthening even further, the fraternal ties with 
like-minded organisations in the continent, particularly in SADC, and the rest of the 
developing world. The ANC should continue to be a beacon of hope, and an active actor 
in the regeneration and rebuilding of our continent - fighting poverty, 
underdevelopment and general deprivation. 

Bringing the ANC to the centre stage of all aspects of life in our country will be 
among our first tasks as we begin this New Year. It must occupy our attention during 
2008, and in the remaining years before our centenary. 

There is not one among us who is exempt from this responsibility. If we are to 
achieve what conference has demanded of us, we will each have to do everything in our 
power to ensure that the precious torch we now carry is indeed passed on to the next 
generation undiminished. 

Let black, green and gold fly all over our beloved country as we celebrate 96 strong 
fighting and building years! 

Jacob G Zuma 

POLOKWANE RESOLUTIONS I 

Schools, health care and the fight against poverty 

Education and health will top the country's social transformation agenda for the next 
five years, according to a resolution taken at the ANC 52nd National Conference held 
in Polokwane last month. 

This was one of a number of important decisions taken by the 4,000 delegates who met 
to set the policy direction of the organisation to its centenary in 2012. The 
resolutions will guide the ANC in its programme in government, in the organisation, 
and in its engagement with broader society. 

The resolutions from the commissions on social transformation focused on the 
practical steps that need to be taken to accelerate the programme to improve the 
quality of life of all South Africans. They highlighted the central role that an 
ANC-led government need to play in confronting the challenges of poverty and 
underdevelopment. 

This should be a developmental state that empowers people and provides security for 
the most vulnerable and marginalised. To this end, conference agreed to a 
comprehensive social security net that provides a targeted approach to poverty 
alleviation. It said social grants should be linked to economic activity, and that a 
mandatory system of retirement funds, including one that covers low-income groups, 
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should be established. 

Other important decisions are that the upper age limit for eligibility for child care 
grants be gradually extended to 18 years, and that the pensionable age be set at 60 
years for both men and women. 

Child-headed households are being identified as a priority for protection and care. 
This will take place alongside work to improve tools for monitoring and measuring 
child poverty. A comprehensive strategy on early childhood development will need to 
be developed and implemented. 

The conference recognised that one of the most effective ways of eradicating poverty 
is through education. It therefore resolved to progressively introduce free education 
for the poor until undergraduate level. This would be aided by the decision that the 
proportion of schools defined as 'no fee' schools be expanded to 60% by 2009. 

The effort to improve access to education for the poor should be accompanied by a 
rigorous focus on the quality of education. The teaching of maths, science and 
information technology must be promoted and supported, including through Saturdays 
tutorial programmes and bursaries to teachers in these areas. Where necessary, South 
Africa should recruit from foreign countries in scarce skills areas such as maths and 
science. 

Conference identified health as a critical element of the effort to tackle poverty 
and improve the lives of the poor, who are most vulnerable to disease and who have 
the least access to quality health care. 

It focused on the need to lower the costs of accessing healthcare. For that reason, 
conference resolved to reaffirm the implementation of the National Health Insurance 
System by further strengthening the public health care system and ensuring adequate 
provision of funding to public health. Government should intervene to curb the high 
cost of health provision. It said the ANC should explore the possibility of a 
state-owned pharmaceutical company that will respond to and intervene in the curbing 
of medicine prices. 

In pursuit of a better quality of care, conference agreed to develop a reliable 
single health information system. There should also be a strategy for recruitment and 
human resource development for health professionals. Government should seek 
agreements with other countries to try to stem the exodus of health professionals. 

Delegates agreed that government should accelerate the roll out of the comprehensive 
health care programme, including the provision of antiretrovirals (ARVs) at all 
health facilities. At the same time, it should strengthen its capacity to monitor the 
side-effects of ARVs. 

The ANC needs to work with other groupings and sectors to intensify our efforts to 
create an environment that promotes positive individual behaviour in our communities, 
especially among young people. More resources should be allocated to programmes on 
sexual awareness, and ANC branches should be actively involved in implementing these 
programmes. 

Conference reflected on the proposal to adopt a special HIV and AIDS grant. It agreed 
that such a grant was not necessary, as this would be catered for by the 
comprehensive social security system. 

The commissions on social transformation also looked at improving government's 
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response to 'asset' poverty, through the provision of housing and land. They reviewed 
the progress made over the last 13 years in developing integrated human settlements 
through the provision of houses and services to the poor. 

Conference called for interventions in the housing industry and residential property 
market to curb the spiralling cost of construction input prices, including the cost 
of material development and supply. There should be a central planning approach for 
directing resource allocation, distribution and an overall coordinated response to 
human settlements. 

The funding mechanism for housing should be restructured and all housing-related 
grants and funding streams need to be consolidated. The acquisition of land for 
housing should be accelerated through a dedicated Housing Development Agency. 

Conference also said a once-off injection of resources and an extraordinary effort 
should be considered for fast-tracking delivery of housing to make a visible impact 
on poverty. Government should consider assisting people with the provision of 
building material to encourage self involvement in the provision of housing needs. 
This will need to respond to specific conditions that prevail in rural areas, for 
example. 

Conference agreed on the need to develop appropriate legislation to prevent the 
mushrooming of informal settlements. Provision of housing needs should include 
alternative housing such as rental stock, it said. 

Conference said that the redistribution of land should be speeded up. Government must 
exercise its legal right to expropriate property in the public interest for public 
purposes. Compensation for expropriated land should be awarded in accordance with the 
Constitution, with special emphasis on equity, redress and social justice. All 
legislation pertaining to expropriation must be aligned with the Constitution. 

It was resolved that the market-driven land reform should be discarded and the 
principle of willing-buyer, willing-seller be reviewed to accelerate equitable 
distribution of land. The ANC would need to review the adequacy of post-settlement 
support in all land reform programmes so that the recipients of land are able to make 
productive use of the land. 

The management and control of state land should be under one government department. 
The allocation of customary land should be democratised and should not only be the 
preserve of the traditional leaders. Redundant land belonging to state-owned 
enterprises and municipalities should be made available for low cost housing. 

Conference also agreed that government should, with immediate effect, regulate, but 
not prohibit, ownership of land by non-South Africans. This regulation should take 
into account the country's commitment to land reform, restitution, redistribution and 
access to land. 

During the course of the next few weeks, these and other resolutions of the 52nd 
National Conference will be circulated to ANC branches, forming the basis for a 
programme of action that advances the struggle for a caring society. 

** This is the first in a series of articles on the outcomes of the ANC's Polokwane 
Conference. The complete set of resolutions will be available on the ANC website 
within the next fortnight. 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

The spirit of Steve Biko has not died 

On the tragic day in our country 30 years ago, 12 September 1977, the Chairperson of 
the UN Special Committee against Apartheid was the Ambassador Leslie O Harriman, the 
Permanent Representative of the Federal Republic of Nigeria at the UN. This was the 
day that Stephen Bantu Biko died, after sustained and merciless torture by the 
Security Police of the apartheid regime. 

Immediately after the death of Steve Biko was announced to the world, Ambassador 
Harriman issued a statement in which he said: 

"I was shocked to learn that Mr Steven Biko, Honorary President of the Black People's 
Convention and an outstanding leader of the black consciousness movement in South 
Africa, died in detention on 12 September. 

"This is one more despicable crime by the apartheid regime which has murdered a score 
of patriots in the past year in its police cells. It is a crime against the oppressed 
people of South Africa, and indeed, against the United Nations which has proclaimed 
special responsibility for them. It shows that the apartheid regime is incorrigible, 
and that any hesitation or delay in decisive international action to enable the 
national liberation movement to destroy that regime is, in effect, a condonation of 
crimes against the patriots." 

Later, on 5 December 1977, Ambassador Harriman commented on the inquest finding of an 
apartheid magistrate that nobody could be blamed for the murder of Steve Biko. The 
Ambassador said: 

"The judgment of the magistrate in the inquest over the death of Mr Steve Biko is a 
contemptible farce which can only be enacted by the institution of apartheid. It 
should open the eyes of those who saw a modicum of judicial propriety in racist 
courts managed by racist officials under racist laws ... 

"The people of South Africa and of the world have made their judgment, and the guilty 
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men from the so-called Ministers to the Security Policemen will not escape just 
punishment." 

A new anti-apartheid phase 

The murder of Steve Biko, the mass arrests, and the banning of the organisations of 
the Black Consciousness Movement, the Christian Institute, newspapers and 
individuals, further energised the international community to intensify its offensive 
against the criminal apartheid regime. This motivated the UN Security Council 
unanimously to impose a mandatory arms embargo against apartheid South Africa. 

Commenting on this historic development on 4 November 1977, less than two months 
after Steve Biko died, the then Secretary General of the United Nations, the 
Austrian, Kurt Waldheim, said: 

"We have today clearly witnessed a historic occasion. The adoption of this (arms 
embargo) resolution marks the first time in the 32-year history of the Organisation 
that action has been taken under Chapter VII of the Charter against a Member State. 
It is not my purpose to seek to determine whether the Council's decision by itself is 
adequate to secure its objective. 

"However, it is abundantly clear that the policy of apartheid as well as the measures 
taken by the South African Government to implement this policy are such a gross 
violation of human rights and so fraught with danger to international peace and 
security that a response commensurate with the gravity of the situation was required. 

"It is also significant that this momentous step is based on the unanimous agreement 
of the Council members. Thus we enter a new and significantly different phase of the 
long-standing efforts of the international community to obtain redress of these 
grievous wrongs." 

Recapturing our history 

Quite correctly, many activities took place in our country to commemorate the 30th 
anniversary of the death of Steve Biko. These helped us to recall the history of our 
liberation struggle and the role of the Black Consciousness Movement in that 
struggle. 

Perhaps this should inspire us to take an initiative to conduct a comprehensive 
assessment of what we are doing as a country, and have done, properly to ensure that 
we capture and preserve this history and make it an integral part of our national 
public consciousness. 

This is important not only to educate our youth but also to inspire our society as a 
whole to use the examples of heroism and commitment to the common good that were a 
feature of our struggle through all its phases. 

Lessons from the past 

The activities to mark the 30th anniversary of the murder of Steve Biko also gave all 
of us an opportunity once more to make an assessment of the meaning of what Steve 
Biko stood and died for, especially in terms of what we have to do today as we labour 
to build a new South Africa. 

Again it would seem clear that we should carry out a careful audit in this regard, so 
that we use our history, the accumulated human experience that represents the 
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formation of the nation, as the firm base on which we stand as we strive to build the 
new, for which Steve Biko sacrificed his life. 

We began this Letter by citing developments at the United Nations in New York, 
representing the will of the peoples of the world, occasioned by the cruel death of 
Steve Biko on 12 September 1977. So important was this moment that, as we have 
reported, UN Secretary General, Kurt Waldheim, said the UN had entered "a new and 
significantly different phase of the long-standing efforts of the international 
community to obtain redress of these grievous (apartheid) wrongs". 

International solidarity 

This strongly suggests we should also make a thorough assessment of how we integrate 
in our national consciousness the contribution made by the international solidarity 
movement to our liberation. This is important not only to respect and preserve the 
historical record, but also properly to position the issue of internationalism within 
the work we are doing to rebuild our country, contribute to Africa's renewal and help 
to build a better world. 

With these three initiatives we would ensure that we pay real tribute to Steve Biko 
and the thousands of martyrs who lost their lives to ensure that we attain the 
historic success represented by the democratic victory of April 1994. 

Tributes by Oliver Tambo & Nelson Mandela 

Quite appropriately, two of our most outstanding leaders, Oliver Tambo and Nelson 
Mandela have, in the past, paid proper tribute to Steve Biko and the Black 
Consciousness Movement. 

In 1977, Oliver Tambo said: "In a way we started from the point of black 
consciousness too: we formed the ANC from just Africans - because the British had 
delivered themselves of a constitution which cut us out of power ... Black 
consciousness, looked at from this point of view, is thus a phase in the struggle. It 
is not outside the struggle for human rights - on the contrary - it grows into the 
mainstream which has been set by the African National Congress." 

Addressing the 1985 ANC Kabwe (Zambia) Conference, Oliver Tambo said: "We have 
already referred to the contribution that the BCM made to the activisation of our 
people into struggle. This is a positive contribution that we must recognise and to 
which we must pay tribute. We should also recognise the significant input that the 
BCM made towards further uniting the black oppressed masses of our country, by 
emphasising the commonness of their oppression and their shared destiny. These views 
were built on political positions that our movement had long canvassed and fought 
for." 

On 12 September 1997, commemorating the 20th anniversary of the death of Steve Biko, 
Nelson Mandela said: "History called upon Steve Biko at a time when the political 
pulse of our people had been rendered faint by banning, imprisonment, exile, murder 
and banishment. Repression had swept the country clear of all visible organisation of 
the people. But at each turn of history, apartheid was bound to spawn resistance; it 
was destined to bring to life the forces that would guarantee its death ... 

"And for its part the ANC from the first years of the 1970s welcomed black 
consciousness as part of the genuine forces of the revolution. It understood that it 
was helping give organisational form to the popular upsurge of all the oppressed 
groups of our society. Above all, the liberation movement asserted that, in 
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struggle - in mass action, underground organisation, armed actions and international 
mobilisation - the people would most readily develop consciousness of their proud 
being, of their equality with everyone else, of their capacity to make history." 

Like many others, neither of these leaders had the possibility to meet Steve Biko. As 
we tell the story of our liberation struggle and draw the necessary lessons, it is 
important that we pay close attention to Steve Biko's contemporaries and 
fellow-leaders. 

Steve Biko's close comrade speaks 

One of these is Professor Nyameko Barney Pityana, currently Vice Chancellor of the 
University of South Africa (UNISA), who came into the struggle for liberation when he 
joined the ANG Youth League not that long before the ANG was banned in 1960. 

Prof Pityana delivered a Steve Biko Memorial Lecture at UNISA on 12 September 2007. 
Below I cite only a few of his observations, both to indicate what we can learn from 
a close comrade of Steve Biko, and to illustrate the challenge we face to gain a deep 
understanding of our history. Among other things Prof Pityana said: 

"Black consciousness as a strategy for liberation built its philosophy on the idea 
that the black oppressed shared common values and common aspirations. The ethic of 
black solidarity was critical for black consciousness. It was therefore important 
that students as the intelligentsia of their society, must remain connected to their 
social and cultural roots ... 

"I can assert that in its early formulations black consciousness had no desire to 
substitute the traditional liberation organisations, neither did it see itself as 
formulating an alternative ideology. Its primary thrust was that in the circumstances 
of its time, the disunity of the black people was a luxury that we could not afford. 
That explains why someone like me could be a loyal cadre of the movement even though 
I had a strong pedigree in the ANG Youth League. Indeed, at the time of BC I was 
regularly in touch with the underground at various levels ... (This was) about seeking 
ways of transcending ... divisions (within the broad liberation movement) by 
articulating a meta-narrative of liberation that was unifying rather than 
particularising ... 

"I must now come round to reflecting on what all this might mean for a new South 
Africa. What strikes me first and foremost is how much society needs both 
intellectuals and heroes. It is correct that this society should honour its heroes 
and heroines and celebrate its intellectuals. Heroes are never those who set 
themselves up as such, or who go about their business in the expectation of being 
hero-worshipped. Likewise intellectuals are not those who draw attention to 
themselves, but to ideas, their currency and to the critique of society. For both 
their currency is truth: to stand by the truth, to articulate reality as truthfully 
as they understand it without calculation of personal benefit... 

"I believe that today, (Steve Biko's courage) should call us to a renewed 
connectedness to the values that sustained and entrenched the liberation struggles 
against all odds; in particular, to the abiding humanity, Ubuntu, that drove all 
aspects of the struggle. Today, it would mean I believe, that we would address 
poverty with vigour, and that we would place human development at the centre of our 
national development strategy." 

Our current tasks 
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Many on our Continent and elsewhere in the world, inspired by the humanism courageously displayed by such undying heroes of our people as Steve Biko, look to our country to make a critical contribution to the reconstruction of human society globally, by taking the lead in placing human development at the centre of our national development strategy, as Professor Pityana put it. 

This we must do to ensure the all-round development of our people, to honour the memory of the martyrs, such as Steve Biko, and to give substance to the confidence that all humanity, including such anti-apartheid activists as Ambassador Leslie 0 Harriman, had in us that we would use our freedom to build the people-centred society to which we are committed. The commemoration of the 30th anniversary of the brutal and untimely death of Steve Biko has reminded us of the urgency of this task. 

Thabo Mbeki 

A FUNDAMENTAL REVOLUTIONARY LESSON: 
THE ENEMY MANOEUVRES BUT IT REMAINS THE ENEMY/ PART IV 

Defeat the resurgence of the workerist tendency 

In the previous article of this series, we reproduced an edited version of an article by the late Dumisani Makhaye. In this article Makhaye said: "(Within the Alliance) the trade union movement would be an independent formation of all workers without regard to the political allegiance of these workers. This was because these workers shared and share a common interest in improving their conditions of life as human beings and members of social units, including the family. Both the ANC and the SACP would work among the workers and their trade union organisations to provide the political consciousness and leadership that would ensure the adherence of these workers to the respective political programmes and goals of the ANC and the SACP." 

However, a very vocal tendency, beloved of the bourgeois media at home and abroad, and formerly described as a "workerist tendency", has re-emerged within the trade union movement, seeking to position this movement as a political organisation, with its own distinct ideological and political positions. 

In terms of the left progressive movement for well over a century, this has been characterised as anarcho-syndicalism. Throughout this period, to date, both in theory and practice, anarcho-syndicalism has not served as a force for progressive change. It has been used principally to divide and weaken the progressive movement, serving the interests of right wing forces. 

In practice, as we can see in our own country even today, it targets the leading force of the progressive movement as its main enemy, the target of its daily offensive. As has been the case throughout history, it carefully avoids a political offensive against capital and the bourgeoisie. For this reason, objectively it acts as an ally of the political representatives of the capitalist class. 

In this article we reflect on some of the ideological and theoretical issues relating to anarcho-syndicalism to reinforce the understanding of our readers and members about what our movement, the ANC, must do to defend itself and the national democratic revolution. 

Fundamentally and in terms of revolutionary theory and experience, the fact of the existence of a trade union-based "left opposition" represents the re-emergence in our 
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politics of a syndicalist tendency, which believes that the working class, as 
organised in trade unions, has the unique possibility radically to change society, 
including the possibility to achieve a socialist revolution. 

Reflecting this syndicalism, consistent with the international experience of the 
working class movement, these fractions of the leadership of the progressive trade 
union movement proceed from a political perspective according to which: 

* trade union consciousness amounts to socialist consciousness; 
* militancy in trade union struggles represents the readiness of the workers to mount 
an offensive for the victory of the socialist revolution; 
* the workers organised in trade unions constitute the sufficient and necessary 
political force to lead and secure the victory of the socialist revolution; 
* even without establishing a political party, the progressive trade union movement 
is, at the same time, a political formation united around a distinct political and 
ideological platform; 
* the trade unions must be welcomed and accepted as the natural leader of the 
entirety of the progressive movement, with all other component members of this 
movement accepting that with regard to the conduct of the revolutionary struggle, 
they must assume a junior position to the trade union movement; and, 
* the progressive movement must accept the ideas and strategies of the trade union 
movement as the central ideas and strategies of the movement as a whole. 

Syndicalism, or anarcho-syndicalism as understood within the international 
progressive working class movement, emerged as more or less a fully-formed tendency 
within this progressive international labour movement at the beginning of the 20th 
century. 

One of its outstanding proponents was the German-American, Rudolf Rocker, who is 
recognised as the founder of syndicalism as a comprehensive theory and programme for 
the revolutionary transition from capitalism, led by the trade unions. 

The 1906 "Charter of Amiens", which, among other things, informed the early policies 
of the well-known French trade union federation, the CGT, said of the Congress that 
gave birth to this Charter: 

"The Congress clarifies this theoretical affirmation by the following points: in its 
day-to-day demands, syndicalism seeks the coordination of workers efforts, the 
increase of workers well-being by the achievement of immediate improvements, such as 
the reduction of working hours, the increase of wages, etc. 

"But this task is only one aspect of the work of syndicalism: it prepares for 
complete emancipation, which can be realised only by expropriating the capitalist 
class: it sanctions the general strike as its means of action and it maintains that 
the trade union, today an organisation of resistance, will in the future be the 
organisation of production and distribution, the basis of social reorganisation. 

"The Congress declares that this double task, the day-to-day and the future task, 
derives from the position of wage-earners, which weighs upon the working class and 
which charges all workers, whatever their political and philosophical opinions and 
inclinations, with the duty to belong to the essential organisation, the trade 
union." 

In his work, "Anarchism and Anarcho-Syndicalism", Rudolf Rocker also wrote: 

"Anarcho-Syndicalists are of the opinion that political parties are not fitted ... 1. 
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to enforce the demands of the producers for the safeguarding and raising of their 
standard of living [or] 2. to acquaint the workers with the technical management of 
production and economic life in general, and prepare them to take the socio-economic 
organism into their own hands and shape it according to socialist principles ... 

"According to their conceptions the trade union has to be the spearhead of the labour 
movement, toughened by daily combats and permeated by a socialist spirit. Only in the 
realm of economy are the workers able to display their full strength; for it is their 
activity as producers which holds together the whole social structure and guarantees 
the existence of society. 

"Only as a producer and creator of social wealth does the worker become aware of her 
strength. In solidarity union with her fellows she creates the great phalanx of 
militant labour, aflame with the spirit of freedom and animated by the ideal of 
social justice. 

"For the Anarcho-Syndicalists the labour syndicates are the most fruitful germs of a 
future society, the elementary school of Socialism in general. Every new social 
structure creates organs for itself in the body of the old organism; without this 
prerequisite every social evolution is unthinkable." 

Given the assertions made by the anarcho-syndicalists about the revolutionary tasks 
of the trade union movement, it is necessary to draw attention to established 
Marxist-Leninist theory about the place and role of the trade union movement in the 
struggle for fundamental social change. 

We will therefore now take the liberty to quote fairly extensively the founders of 
scientific socialism, informed by the necessity to respect Marxism-Leninism as a 
science of socialism. 

Deriving from the historical process of the formation of the proletariat and the 
development of socialism as a science, Marxism-Leninism has always argued that as 
necessary revolutionary theory, socialism owes its birth to an advanced 
intelligentsia. 

Accordingly it has argued that the organised working class, united in trade unions, 
does not, in itself, guarantee that these organised workers, however militant their 
struggles, would emerge as conscious revolutionary socialists. 

Accordingly, the workers organised in trade unions would still need a political 
vanguard to lead them in the struggle for the victory of the proletarian, socialist 
revolution - thus the need for vanguard Communist Parties. 

Marx and Engels stated this in the 1848 Communist Manifesto in the following terms: 
"The Communists, therefore, are on the one hand practically, the most advanced and 
resolute section of the working-class parties of every country, that section which 
pushes forward all others; on the other hand, theoretically, they have over the great 
mass of the proletariat the advantage of clearly understanding the lines of march, 
the conditions, and the ultimate general results of the proletarian movement." 

In his December 1910 article, "Differences in the European Labour Movement", Lenin 
wrote: 

"The principal tactical differences in the present-day-labour movement of Europe and 
America reduce themselves to a struggle against two big trends that are departing 
from Marxism, which has in fact become the dominant theory in this movement. These 
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two trends are revisionism (opportunism, reformism) and anarchism 
( anarcho-syndicalism, anarcho-socialism) ... 

"A constant source of differences is the dialectical nature of social development, 
which proceeds in contradictions and through contradictions. Capitalism is 
progressive because it destroys the old methods of production and develops productive 
forces, yet at the same time, at a certain stage of development, it retards the 
growth of productive forces. It develops, organises, and disciplines the workers -
and it crushes, oppresses, leads to degeneration, poverty, etc ... 

"But, needless to say, the masses learn from life and not from books, and therefore 
certain individuals or groups constantly exaggerate, elevate to a one-sided theory, 
to a one-sided system of tactics, now one and now another feature of capitalist 
development, now one and now another 'lesson' of this development." 

At the same time as it has understood this subjectivism, leading to right and left 
opportunism, Marxism-Leninism has always acknowledged the fact that the mass, 
non-party character of the trade unions necessitates that they play a particular role 
as a school for the training of workers to develop to the stage when they become 
revolutionary socialists. 

In an 1870 "Confidential Communication on Bakunin", Karl Marx wrote: 

"(England) is the only country where the class struggle and organisation of the 
working class by the trade unions have attained a certain degree of maturity and 
universality. It is the only country where, thanks to its domination of the world 
market, every revolution in economic relationships must directly affect the whole 
world. While on the one hand landlordism and capitalism have their classic seat in 
this country, the material conditions for their destruction are on the other hand the 
most mature here ... 

"The English have at their disposal all necessary material preconditions for a social 
revolution. What they lack is the spirit of (scientific socialist) generalisation and 
revolutionary passion. Only the General Council can provide them with this, and thus 
accelerate a truly revolutionary movement here and, in consequence, everywhere ... " 

In his 1885 work, "England in 1845 and 1885", under the heading "They Form an 
Aristocracy'', Engels said: 

"The truth is this: during the period of England's industrial monopoly the English 
working-class have, to a certain extent, shared in the benefits of the monopoly. 
These benefits were very unequally parcelled out amongst them; the privileged 
minority pocketed most, but even the great mass had, at least, a temporary share now 
and then. 

"And that is the reason why, since the dying-out of Owenism, there has been no 
Socialism in England. With the breakdown of that monopoly, the English working-class 
will lose that privileged position; it will find itself generally - the privileged 
and leading minority not excepted - on a level with its fellow-workers abroad. And 
that is the reason why there will be Socialism again in England." 

In its January 1922 decision on the "Role and Functions of the Trade Unions under the 
New Economic Policy'', the Central Committee of the Russian Communist Party 
(Bolshevik) said: 

"Contact with the masses, ie., with the overwhelming majority of the workers (and 
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eventually of all the working people), is the most important and most fundamental 
condition for the success of all trade union activity. In all the trade union 
organisations and their machinery, from bottom up, there should be instituted, and 
tested in practice over a period of many years, a system of responsible comrades -
who must not all be Communists who should live right among the workers, study their 
lives in every detail, and be able unerringly, on any question, and at any time, to 
judge the mood, the real aspirations, needs and thoughts of the masses. 

"They must be able without a shadow of false idealisation to define the degree of 
their class-consciousness and the extent to which they are influenced by various 
prejudices and survivals of the past; and they must be able to win the boundless 
confidence of the masses by comradeship and concern for their needs. 

"One of the greatest and most serious dangers that confront the numerically small 
Communist Party which, as the vanguard of the working class, is guiding a vast 
country in the process of transition to socialism (for the time being without the 
direct support of the more advanced countries), is isolation from the masses, the 
danger that the vanguard may run too far ahead and fail to 'straighten out the line', 
fail to maintain firm contact with the whole army of labour, ie., with the 
overwhelming majority of workers and peasants. 

"Just as the very best factory, with the very best motors and first-class machines, 
will be forced to remain idle if the transmission belts from the motors to the 
machines are damaged, so our work of socialist construction must meet with inevitable 
disaster if the trade unions - the transmission belts from the Communist Party to the 
masses - are badly fitted or function badly. It is not sufficient to explain, to 
reiterate and corroborate this truth; it must be backed up organisationally by the 
whole structure of the trade unions and by their everyday activities ... 

"Trade unions are really effective only when they unite very broad strata of the 
non-Party workers. This must give rise - particularly in a country in which the 
peasantry greatly predominates - to relative stability, specifically among the trade 
unions, of those political influences that serve as the superstructure over the 
remnants of capitalism and over small production." 

All the texts we have quoted make the point that even where you have strong trade 
unions, they may not proceed to espouse a socialist consciousness. Trade union 
strength does not necessarily translate into, or signify, a strong socialist 
movement. 

It was for this reason that in the Communist Manifesto, Marx and Engels said: "The 
Communists ... theoretically ... have over the great mass of the proletariat the 
advantage of clearly understanding the lines of march, the conditions, and the 
ultimate general results of the proletarian movement." 

Even during the period immediately following the victory of the October Revolution in 
Russia, Lenin argued that the task of the trade unions is not to lead the socialist 
revolution, but to "unite very broad strata of the non-Party workers". 

To proceed further, we would like to cite some passages from a 1988 Discussion 
Document entitled "The South African Working Class and the National Democratic 
Revolution", written by the then General Secretary of the SACP, the late Joe Slovo, 
and published by the SACP. Among other things, representing established positions of 
the SACP, which were fully supported by the international Communist movement, Joe 
Slovo wrote: 
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"A tendency (in South African politics), loosely described as 'workerism', denies 
that the main content of the immediate conflict is national liberation which it 
regards as a diversion from the class struggle. Even if it admits the relevance of 
national domination in the exploitative processes, 'workerism' insists on a 
perspective of an immediate struggle for socialism. 

"A transitional stage of struggle, involving inter-class alliances, is alleged to 
lead to an abandonment of socialist perspectives and to a surrender of working class 
leadership. The economic struggles between workers and bosses at the point of 
production (which inevitably spill over into the broader political arena) is claimed 
to be the 'class struggle'. This is sometimes coupled with a view that the trade 
union movement is the main political representative of the working class ... 

"The syndicalist notion that trade unions should act as political parties is so 
discredited that it has few, if any, open adherents. But, from time to time, the 
notion is introduced through the back door in the shape of policies which would, in 
practice, allocate such a role to the trade union movement. 

"An example of one such tendency is the premature attempt to formally incorporate the 
objective of socialism into trade unions and the federation to which they belong. 
Such a move would narrow the mass character of the trade union movement by demanding 
an unreal level of political consciousness from its members or affiliates as a 
condition for joining. It would also, incidentally, give the enemy the very excuse it 
needs to deal with one of its most formidable foes ... " 

When he discussed the ANC, Joe Slovo said: "The overwhelming majority of the people 
are working class. This explains why the ANC's composition and policies show a strong 
bias towards the working class. It also considers it proper and necessary for 
socialist ideology to be discussed and understood in its ranks. 

"But, despite the fact that the ANC has an understandable bias towards the working 
class it does not, and clearly should not, adopt a socialist platform which the 
so-called Marxist Workers' Tendency (expelled from the ANC) would like it to do. If 
it adopted such a platform it would destroy its character as the prime representative 
of all the classes among the oppressed black majority ... " 

In his discussion of the SACP he said: "Workers' political leadership must represent 
the working class not just in economic struggles against the bosses but, more so, in 
its relation to all classes of society and to the state as an organised force. We 
stress again that a trade union cannot carry out this role. Only a political vanguard 
of the working class can do so. 

"A vanguard party, representing the historic aspirations of the working class, cannot 
(like a trade union) have a mass character. It must attract the most advanced 
representatives of the working class; mainly professional revolutionaries with an 
understanding of Marxist theory and practice, an unconditional dedication to the 
worker's cause, and a readiness, if need be, to sacrifice their very lives in the 
cause of freedom and socialism. Our SACP is such a Party ... " 

These quotations from the Slovo Discussion Document represent an outlook that had 
evolved over a long period of time and which was shared by the Alliance as a whole, 
as well as the international progressive movement. We believe that the perspective 
they contain remains correct and relevant to the further pursuit of the NDR. One of 
the immediate and urgent challenges the national democratic revolution faces is to 
defeat the resurgence of the workerist tendency, historically known as 
anarcho-syndicalism. 
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In 1988, Joe Slovo wrote: "The syndicalist notion that trade unions should act as 
political parties is so discredited that it has few, if any, open adherents. But, 
from time to time, the notion is introduced through the back door in the shape of 
policies which would, in practice, allocate such a role to the trade union 
movement. .. 

"Workers' political leadership must represent the working class not just in economic 
struggles against the bosses but, more so, in its relation to all classes of society 
and to the state as an organised force. We stress again that a trade union cannot 
carry out this role. Only a political vanguard of the working class can do so." 

CORRECTION 

In last week's edition of ANG Today (Vol 7 No 35), in the article 'The Revolutionary 
Phrase & the defence of the Democratic Revolution', we wrongly attributed to Anthony 
Butler the words, opinions and political affiliations of another writer. We apologise 
for the error. 

------------------------------

This issue of ANG Today is available from the ANG web site at: 
http://www.anc.org .za/ancdocs/anctoday/2 007 /at36. htm 

To receive ANG Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANG Today mailing list go to: 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

The voice of the ANC must be heard 

When this journal was first published seven years ago, in January 2001, we said that it would make an important contribution towards filling a void in South Africa's media landscape; a landscape in which the voices of the majority of our people remain largely unheard. 

As we noted at the Polokwane conference in December, this situation has not changed much in the intervening period. 

What we said in the launch edition of ANC Today remains true today: "We are faced with the virtually unique situation that, among the democracies, the overwhelmingly dominant tendency in South African politics, represented by the ANC, has no representation whatsoever in the mass media. 

"We therefore have to contend with the situation that what masquerades as 'public opinion', as reflected in the bulk of our media, is in fact minority opinion informed by the historic social and political position occupied by this minority." 

There are many examples we can cite to illustrate this point. Every day brings fresh instances of a media that, in general terms, is politically and 
ideologically out of synch with the society in which it exists. 

This phenomenon is most starkly illustrated at those moments in our political cycle when the people of South Africa get an opportunity to elect parties and individuals they want to represent them in government. 

In both the 2004 national and provincial elections and the 2006 local elections, the views of voters were shown to be sharply at odds with the 'views' emanating from most media. 

To an uninformed reader, listener or viewer, following media coverage in the months and weeks leading up to these elections, it would have appeared patently 
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obvious that the leading party in government, the ANC, was heading for a hiding. 
Though unlikely to be defeated, most media commentators concurred, the ANC would 
see its support drop significantly in the face of an electorate that had become 
disenchanted. We were told that only the ANC's "struggle credentials" and the 
lack of a credible opposition would save it from outright defeat at the polls. 
The election results proved these reports wrong. In both 2004 and 2006, not only 
did the ANC's share of the vote increase, but also the actual numbers of people 
who voted for the organisation increased. Voters did not desert the ANC, and 
instead gave it a stunning 70% mandate! 

The outcome of the 52nd national conference in Polokwane is a most recent 
example of the media yet again becoming a victim of its own propaganda and 
manipulation. Some are correctly asking themselves: "how did we get it so 
wrong?", while others now use every opportunity to "prove" that there is 
something that was seriously wrong with ANC delegates at Polokwane. Granted 
there are some journalists who report fairly and leave it to the readers to make 
their own judgements about issues and individuals, without pushing certain 
agendas. We must acknowledge and applaud their professionalism. 

These are not merely examples of faulty analysis of public opinion surveys, or a 
simple misreading of the mood. They indicate a general trend within most 
mainstream media institutions to adopt positions, cloaked as sober and impartial 
observation, that are antagonistic to the democratic movement and its agenda for 
fundamental social, political and economic transformation. 

To understand why this is the case, we need to consider the role of the media in 
society in general and the specific circumstances of the media in South Africa, 
both past and present. 

In a discussion document entitled 'Transformation of the media', circulated as 
part of preparations for the ANC National Policy Conference in June last year, 
we said: 

"The reality is that the media - in South Africa as in every other society -is a 
major arena in the battle of ideas. All social forces are therefore engaged, to 
varying degrees and with differing success, in efforts to ensure that the media 
advances their ideological, political, social, economic and cultural objectives. 

"Throughout its history the ANC has engaged in the battle of ideas, 
understanding that the achievement of its objectives of a united, non-racial, 
non-sexist and democratic South Africa is dependent on its capacity to convince 
the people of the correctness of its positions, policies and programmes. 

"The media is consequently one of the sites of ideological struggle with which 
the ANC - like other social actors - has sought to engage." 

Contrary to what some may claim, the media is not simply a product of the work 
of disinterested observers - professionals who are able to detach themselves 
from their personal views, interests, prejudices and social position and present 
the world as it objectively is. 

It is instead a product of the various political, social, economic and cultural 
forces that exist within a society. It is a battle of ideas, and, as such, the 
media is part of the battle for power. Those with power, particularly economic 
power, are keen that the media serves to reinforce their privileged position, 
while those who seek a more equitable distribution of resources campaign for a 
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media that serves the cause of a more equitable society. 

The media, viewed in its totality, should be as diverse as the society which it 
serves and reflects. This is clearly not the case in South Africa today. At 
times, the media functions as if they are an opposition party. 

In part, this can be explained by the structure, culture and values of the media 
inherited from apartheid, and by the commercial forces that drive most media 
institutions. 

As we observed in the discussion document cited above: 

"The freedom of the South African media is today undermined not by the state, 
but by various tendencies that arise from the commercial imperatives that drive 
the media. "The concentration of ownership, particularly in the print sector, 
has a particularly restrictive effect on the freedom of the media. The process 
of consolidation and the drive to cut costs through, among other things, 
rationalisation of newsgathering operations, leads to homogenisation of content. 

"Despite protestations to the contrary, there are an increasing number of 
instances where the supposedly-sacred separation between management and the 
newsroom is breached, where commercial considerations influence editorial 
content. 

"This takes place in a media market in which there is fierce competition for a 
slice of the upper income market, where the most advertising revenue is to be 
found. Given that this end of the market represents very particular class 
interests (and is predominantly white) it stands to reason that media 
institutions will tend to reflect the preoccupations, values and world view of 
this small group of society. Even where management may adopt a hands-off 
approach to editorial matters, they would certainly step in to prevent their 
title from adopting an editorial stance that may antagonise their target market 
or alienate advertisers. Dedicated professionals that they may be, most editors 
still need to keep an eye on the bottom line." 

This is one of the reasons why, though there may be plenty of newspapers and 
magazines on our news stands, and a multitude of radio and TV stations occupying 
our airwaves, the overall orientation of South African media is politically 
conservative. There are few, if any, mainstream media outlets that articulate a 
progressive left perspective - which is endorsed at each election by the 
majority of South Africans and represented by the ANC, its allies and the 
broader democratic movement. 

It was to answer this deficiency that the 52nd National Conference called for 
the movement to develop its own media platforms, making use of available 
technology, to articulate its positions and perspectives directly to the people. 
This needs to take place alongside the effort to transform the South African 
media environment so that it becomes more representative of the diversity of 
views and interests in society, more accessible to the majority of the people, 
and less beholden to commercial interests. 

During the course of the next five years, as has been mandated by Conference, we 
will pursue the development of these media platforms. We will also continue to 
develop ANC Today as a credible, popular and vibrant expression of the views and 
perspectives of the African National Congress. The journal will remain at the 
heart of the ANC's contribution to the battle of ideas. 
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Over the next few weeks and months, readers should expect to see a number of 
changes in ANC Today, all intended to improve the relevance, vibrancy and impact 
of this weekly read. 

The Letter from the President will now be published on special occasions only, 
dealing with important themes and events during the course of the year. The 
intention is to open up the journal to a diversity of voices, articulating ANG 
positions. In this regard, there will be weekly contributions from ANG Officials 
and NEC members. 

As we introduce these changes, we will continue to encourage and value the 
feedback we receive from readers, better to ensure that the voice of the ANG is 
heard. 

ANC Today will be an authoritative online voice of the African National Congress 
and a platform for the accurate expression of the policies and views of our 
movement. We trust that the diversity of contributors will encourage more 
debate, and promote better understanding of the movement and its programmes and 
activities. 

Jacob G Zuma 

POLOKWANE RESOLUTIONS II 

Creating decent work opportunities 

The creation of decent work opportunities will be the primary focus of the ANC's 
economic policies over the next five years. This was one of the decisions of the 
ANG 52nd National Conference held in Polokwane in December. 

The conference also agreed on the need to build an effective, democratic and 
developmental state, which "whilst learning from the experiences of others, must 
be built on the solid foundation of South African realities." The resolution on 
economic transformation noted that the central and most pressing challenges the 
country faces are unemployment, poverty and inequality. This demanded that South 
Africa must simultaneously accelerate economic growth and transform the quality 
of that growth. 

"The changes we seek will not emerge spontaneously from the 'invisible hand' of 
the market. People acting collectively in the spirit of human solidarity must 
shape the patterns of economic development. In this process the state must play 
a central and strategic role, by directly investing in underdeveloped areas and 
directing private sector investment," conference said. 

It said that this should be state which leads and guides that economy and which 
intervenes in the interest of the people as a whole. While engaging private 
capital strategically, government must be rooted among the people and buttressed 
by a mass-based democratic liberation movement. While determining a clear and 
consistent path forward, it must also seek to build consensus on a democratic 
basis that builds national unity; and while acting to promote growth, efficiency 
and productivity, it must be equally effective in addressing the social 
conditions of the people and realising economic progress for the poor. 
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All of this would require a concerted effort to improve the capacity of 
government and all public institutions to undertake these tasks. Conference 
resolved to achieve this through: 

* A strengthened role for the central organs of state, including through the 
creation of an institutional centre for government-wide economic planning; 

* the alignment of planning and implementation across all three spheres of 
government, and with the development finance institutions and state-owned 
enterprises; 

* building the human capacity of the state by establishing uniform entrance 
requirements and standards of employment in the public service; 

* building the technical capacity of the state to lead the development of 
dynamic and globally integrated economic sectors; 

* maintaining a strategic role in shaping the key sectors of the economy, 
including minerals and energy and the national transport and logistics system; 

* ensuring that our national resources, including land, water, minerals and 
marine resources, are exploited to effectively maximise growth, development and 
employment potential; 

* ensuring state owned enterprises respond to a clearly defined public mandate 
and an overarching industrial; 

* strengthening development finance institutions that are able to channel 
financial and institutional resources towards a variety of economic 
transformation objectives. 

Building on the improved rates of economic growth achieved over the last few 
years, the ANC will act decisively to address the most significant obstacles 
that limit the pace of economic growth and intervene in favour of a more 
equitable growth path. Many of these obstacles have already been identified as 
part of the Accelerated and Shared Growth Initiative (ASGISA), and work has 
already begun to address these. 

The ANC will also continue to roll out a massive state-led infrastructure 
investment programme that will significantly improve the country's logistics, 
energy and communications capacity. It will also promote strategic investments 
in productive activities, aimed at diversifying the economy and improving the 
ratio of investment to GDP. 

Transforming the economy 

The challenge facing South Africa is not only about the acceleration of economic 
growth. It is also about transforming the structures of production and 
ownership, which still exhibit the features of the apartheid era. 

Among other things, this will require an active and well-resourced industrial 
and trade policy aimed at creating decent work through expansion of labour 
absorbing sectors, diversifying our industrial and services base, pursuing an 
active beneficiation strategy, building sustainable export industries, and 
expanding production for domestic and regional consumption. According to 
conference: "In general, industrial policy should lead our overall approach to 
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sector development, whilst trade policy should play a supporting role and be 
sensitive to employment outcomes." 

The ANC should continue to pursue broad-based black economic empowerment, aimed 
at broadening and deracialising the ownership and control of productive assets 
by black people, women and youth; promoting new black enterprises which are 
engaged in the production of goods and services; building the skills required by 
the economy; and advancing employment equity in every area of work. 

To broaden ownership and participation in the economy, and to overcome barriers 
to entry that inhibit the growth of small enterprises, the ANC will concentrate 
on implementing effective anti-monopoly and anti-concentration policy aimed at 
creating competitive markets. It will also pursue policies that promote and 
sustain small business, micro-enterprises, small scale agriculture and 
cooperative forms of ownership by providing financial and non-financial 
resources and building institutions that can effectively access and develop 
these sectors. 

The work being done to deepen economic development and effect thorough 
transformation needs to be accompanied by measures to directly and immediately 
address the economic plight of the poor and unemployed. This must include 
expanding the opportunities for sustainable livelihoods and supporting the 
growth of second economy activities in urban centres through better access to 
the centres of economic growth and through financial and institutional support 
for cooperatives and micro-enterprise. 

Critically, it must also address the poverty and underdevelopment that afflicts 
the rural areas of our country. The resolution therefore calls for a 
comprehensive and clear rural development strategy, which builds the potential 
for rural sustainable livelihoods, particularly for African women, as part of an 
overarching vision of rural development. "Strong interventions in the private 
land market combined with better use of state land for social and economic 
objectives, must transform the patterns of land ownership and agrarian 
production, with a view to restructuring and deracialising the agricultural 
sector," it says. 

Measures to directly absorb the unemployed into economic activity will include 
labour intensive production methods and procurement policies; a significant 
expansion of public works programmes linked to the expansion of economic 
infrastructure and meeting social needs; a much larger national youth service, 
linking industrial strategy with key youth development programmes; and 
programmes that target the employment of women. This will happen alongside the 
expansion of the "social wage" by ensuring universal and subsidised access to 
basic services, health care, and affordable transport; free and compulsory 
education and ongoing campaigns for adult literacy; maintaining and, where 
appropriate, expanding the provision of social grants; and finding ways of 
alleviating the burden of low income earners. 

The vision of the economic transformation articulated by the Polokwane 
conference takes as its starting point the Freedom Charter's clarion call that 
the people shall share in the country's wealth! It is a process of economic 
transformation which aims to realise a thriving and integrated economy, which 
draws on the creativity and skills that our whole population can offer, building 
on South Africa's economic endowments to create decent work for all and 
eliminate poverty. 
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** This is the second in a series of articles on the outcomes of the ANC's 
Polokwane Conference. The complete set of resolutions will be available on the 
ANG website within the next week. 

This issue of ANG Today is available from the ANC web site at: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2008/at02.htm 

To receive ANG Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANG Today mailing list go to: 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 

anctoday mailing list 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Ubuntu and the 2007 Budget 

On Wednesday 21 February, our Minister of Finance, Trevor Manuel, delivered 
his 2007 Budget Speech. He chose as his theme the important idea fundamental 
to the vision of our movement for the building of a people-centred society, 
contained in the words "Human life has equal worth". 

In this context he quoted the British writer, Will Hutton, who wrote: "The 
foundation of human association is the idea that human life has equal worth 
and human beings are equally entitled to political, economic and social 
rights which allow them to choose a life they have reason to live." 

He went on to say: "The idea, that human life has equal worth, and that this 
is the core value that unites us, invites us to ask whether we have done 
enough to give practical effect in South Africa today to our shared 
humanity. Have we acted in a manner that shows that human life has equal 
worth? Or do we still live in a society where the shadow of history 
dominates over the opportunities of an open society ... 

"The 2007 Budget strives to accelerate economic growth and work 
opportunities, modernise our public services and infrastructure and fight 
poverty and inequality, because we have a shared pledge to work together in 
action. We do this, consciously, as a choice of this government because 
without a powerful countervailing force, the shadow of history will dictate 
opportunities, entitlements and outcomes." 

The Budget Speech completes the process of the presentation to the country 
of three inter-connected major statements that, since 1995, have been 
delivered at the beginning of the year, except on national election years. 
These are the January 8th Statement of the National Executive Committee of 
the ANC, the State of the Nation Address, and the Budget Speech. 
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Together these statements seek to give a clear picture to the nation about 
what our movement intends to do in the short to medium term to meet its 
commitment to persist in its pursuit of the goal of a better life for all 
our people. In this context, throughout our years of liberation, we have 
emphasised the central importance of the struggle to defeat poverty and 
underdevelopment. 

To emphasise this, the ANG National Executive Committee designated 2007 as 
"The Year to Intensify the Struggle against Poverty as we Advance in Unity 
towards 2012 - Phambili". The January 8th Statement, which emphasised that 
we must further intensify the offensive against poverty in the next five 
years, leading to the Centenary of the ANG in 2012, said: "Clearly, the 
guiding principle of (our) roadmap must continue to be to move forward 
decisively to eradicate poverty and all other elements of the legacy of 
colonialism and apartheid ... 

"The key questions that we have to answer are how much impact have we made 
as a movement in changing the lives of the people and advancing the ANC's 
strategic objectives we outlined as we acceded to power; and what it is that 
we need to do in the last five years before our centenary to intensify and 
accelerate our work to push back the frontiers of poverty. 

"In 2004, we received a clear mandate to lead the country to lift our 
economy to a higher growth trajectory, and position it more effectively to 
create work and push back the frontiers of poverty. In 2007, we must work 
even harder, together, further to implement this mandate." 

Consistent with this, in the State of the Nation Address we said: "None of 
the great social problems we have to solve is capable of resolution outside 
the context of the creation of jobs and the alleviation and eradication of 
poverty, and therefore the struggle to eradicate poverty has been and will 
continue to be a central part of the national effort to build the new South 
Africa." 

The Budget occupies a critical place among the major annual statements we 
have mentioned because it allocates public sector resources to address the 
objectives communicated in the January 8th and the State of the Nation 
Addresses. It also impacts on how the private sector and civil society 
respond to our national challenges. It is therefore always important to 
understand the broad policy framework that informs any Budget. 

In this regard, the 2007 Budget Review, which is tabled in Parliament 
together with the Budget Speech and the Estimates of National Expenditure, 
says: 

"Government's medium-term strategic framework defines the main priorities 
over the 2004-2009 period. It seeks to enhance the social and economic 
welfare of all South Africans as reflected in the following key objectives: 

* accelerating the pace of economic growth, and the rate of investment in 
productive capacity; 
* advancing participation of the marginalised in economic activity through 
expanded job creation and the promotion of sustainable livelihoods; 
* maintaining and expanding a progressive social security net, alongside 
investment in community services and human development; 
* improving the capacity and effectiveness of the state, including combating 



crime and promoting service-oriented public administration; and, 
* building regional and international partnerships for growth and 
development." 

The 2007/8 Budget seeks precisely to address these strategic challenges. As 
the Budget Review says correctly, together these objectives constitute an 
important part of our response to the task to enhance the social and 
economic welfare of all South Africans - to achieve the goal of a better 
life for all. They respond to the fundamental value system of Ubuntu stated 
by Finance Minister Trevor Manuel in the words - "Human life has equal 
worth." 

The central task of the national democratic revolution (NOR) is to construct 
a people-centred society that will, in practice, demonstrate that it values 
every human being on an equal basis, determined that each should enjoy a 
life of dignity, regardless of race, colour, gender, age or belief. All the 
Budgets approved by our democratic Parliaments since 1994, including the 
2007/8 Budget, have been focused exactly on the attainment of this 
objective. 

The more than 300 years of colonialism and apartheid that are part of our 
history left us with a deeply entrenched legacy that could not but help to 
dictate what our movement and democratic South Africa would have to do to 
respond to the imperative to develop our country according to the Ubuntu 
precept that "human life has equal worth". 

Democratic South Africa inherited a difficult legacy that included: 

* widespread and deeply entrenched poverty, underpinned by high levels of 
unemployment largely affecting unskilled black people with low levels of 
education; 
* gross imbalances in the distribution of wealth, income and opportunity 
along the structural fault lines of race, gender and geographic space; 
* an economy in crisis, incapable of achieving significant growth, competing 
successfully in the global markets, and creating new jobs, functioning in 
the context of an extremely unhealthy macro-economic framework; 
* a society with a long history of violence against the person, visited upon 
communities by the state and criminals, which had also created a permissive 
atmosphere that encouraged individuals to resort to violence to settle 
personal disputes; 
* a situation in which as a result of the breakdown of the social fabric, 
the traditional value system of Ubuntu had been greatly eroded, undermining 
social adherence to such Ubuntu values and practices as the protection of 
children, respect for the elderly, respect for human life, and human 
solidarity, which fed into and encouraged high crime rates; 
* the existence of a state machinery constructed to serve a minority of the 
population as well as control and repress the majority, incapable of playing 
a significant role as an instrument for the all-round development of society 
as a whole; 
* a system of public finances structurally designed to serve the purposes of 
a discriminatory and repressive state machinery; and, 
* a country that had to regain its place as a worthy citizen, within the 
African and global community of nations, having endured a long period of 
international isolation occasioned especially by the perpetration of the 
apartheid crime against humanity. 
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Ever since the masses of our people voted our movement into power in 1994, our government has sought to address the entirety of this legacy of 
colonialism and apartheid, consistent with the fundamental goal of the national democratic revolution to build a people-centred, democratic, peaceful, non-racial, non-sexist and prosperous society that inspires every citizen actually to experience the reality that South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and white. 

Accordingly, any analysis of our public finances, including our Budgets from 1994 to date, would show that we have never wavered from the pursuit of the central goal of the NOR. In this regard, the Minister of Finance once again drew attention to the benefits our country continues to derive from the implementation of the decision in the Reconstruction and Development Programme (RDP) policy document that our government must ensure that we grow and develop our economy within the context of the correct macro-economic balances. He said: 

"Debt interest costs continue to fall as a share of GDP and are set to reach 2.1 % by 2010. Madame Speaker, the savings on interest that we have seen since 2001 provides an additional R33 billion a year to spend on services and infrastructure, money that we would not have had if we kept on borrowing at the level it was in 1994. 

"In 1994, we had a choice, to expand spending by borrowing, or reprioritise while reducing dependence on debt. The choices that we have made, 
consciously made, provide us with the fiscal space to spend more on education, on health, on public transport. It has also provided us with the policy room to contemplate long-term reforms to our social security system that will benefit all South Africans." 

Accordingly government expenditure, including in the current financial year, will increase across the board, even as we have continued to reduce the tax burden on the lower to middle income earners. This will include expenditure on all infrastructure associated with the 2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup. During the fiscal years 2006/7 - 2009/10 expenditure in education will increase by 11%, health by 10.5%, welfare and social security by 9.8%, housing and community development by 18.1 %, police, prisons and courts by 19.9% and economic services by 14.3%. 

The Budget and Budget Speech also contain a whole range of funded interventions to address the challenges of access to education, urgently needed social, science and economic skills, and increasing the number of qualified artisans which, among other things, will help us to address the challenge of unemployment. 

This, of course, is accompanied by other funded interventions focused on the further expansion of our economy, as visualised in Accelerated and Shared Growth Initiative (ASGISA), the Industrial Policy Framework, the Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP), and other programmes, which will both increase our country's wealth and help us further to accelerate the reduction of our unemployment levels and therefore our levels of poverty. 

Thus, in his Budget Speech, the Minister of Finance could say: "In concert with the task of growing the economy and creating new opportunities for work, we have been hard at work since 1994 to push back the frontiers of poverty, recognising that no people can be truly free until they have cast 
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aside the shackles of poverty and underdevelopment." 

In the January 8th Statement our National Executive Committee said: "Through our joint efforts as a nation we have built up momentum for stronger economic growth and development. But we need to act with even greater determination and focus to realise the potential of our economy to meet the needs of the poor in urban and rural areas. We need to act in unity, in a people's contract, to ensure that this progress is not only sustained, but elevated to a higher level during the course of the year. 

"This places a responsibility, first and foremost, on the cadres of our movement, wherever they are deployed, to take the lead in ensuring that growth is both accelerated and shared. Our key challenge is to sustain this growth, broaden participation in the economy and extend opportunities to all, to deepen the quality of social development. Sustained and broad-based growth depends on additional progress in our industrial sector, on export growth and trade performance, and on improving education, skills and productivity ... 

"Government alone cannot resolve the challenges of inequality and poverty. Rather they require that we unite South Africans in a 'peoples contract to create work and fight poverty'. We must seek concerted action on our development approach, involving the whole of our society ... 

"And therefore in all our efforts as we advance with our mission to eradicate poverty we have to ensure continued participation of the masses of our people in the struggle against poverty ... 

"Now that the reviled system of apartheid has been overturned, we should continue to seek the mobilisation of the broadest range of forces in society to overcome the poverty, unemployment and underdevelopment that continue to afflict many of our people. 

"As we resolved at the 2002 Stellenbosch Conference of our movement, one of our key tasks for 2007 should therefore be to continue to work to bring together as many people and groupings as possible into a common struggle to build a better life for our people ... " 

Our movement must indeed vigorously take up the challenge to mobilise the greatest number of our people to join the broad front for development, in keeping with our vision of a people-driven process of change. 

Thabo Mbeki 

WHAT THE MEDIA SAYS I 

Putting words into the mouth of the ANC 

At the beginning of 2005, ANC TODAY published a series of articles discussing the "Sociology of the Public Discourse in South Africa". In Part IV of this series, we described an approach common in this country that involves the misrepresentation of the views of the ANC so that they - these falsified views - can easily be countered. 
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We said: "By making patently false allegations about the positions of the 
ANC, these commentators would erect 'scarecrows', posing as ANC views, and 
then easily knock them down." 

Exactly a week ago, readers of Sowetan were treated to a variant of this 
approach - the misrepresentation of the views of the ANC, not so that they 
may be easily countered, but so that they may advance the agenda of those 
making these "patently false allegations" about the ANC's positions. In 
effect, putting words into the mouth of the ANC in the na"ive hope that the 
ANC may be convinced to actually say them. 

Those who rely on the media for information and news expect that those who 
write the news are able to distinguish fact from fiction, and that they have 
enough professional pride only to report on that which they know to be 
factual. 

In the article in question, entitled 'Drop Mbeki and Zuma', Sowetan chooses 
to give credence to the claims of some anonymous ANC 'insiders', propagating 
a number of fabrications about the ANC and its leadership. 

As if the contents of the article were not sufficiently untruthful, the 
banner headline on the front page leaves no doubt as to the extent of the 
fiction: "ANC wants Mbeki, Zuma to quit race," it declares. 

The article itself claims "there are moves within the top ANC structure to 
stop both President Thabo Mbeki and his number two, Jacob Zuma, from running 
in the ANC leadership race". This, the article continues, "the ANC wants 
resolved before its June policy conference ... " 

This is an obvious example of patently false allegations about the positions 
oftheANC. 

Nowhere, at any time, has any ANC structure taken any decision on the 
eligibility or otherwise of either Thabo Mbeki or Jacob Zuma for election to 
any position within the ANC. In fact, the matter has never even arisen in 
any ANC structure. It is therefore astounding for the newspaper to claim 
that there is an ANC position on the matter. 

The ANC's position on the election of its national leadership is very clear, 
and has been reaffirmed by the ANC National Executive Committee (NEC) on 
more than one occasion in the past two years. 

Although Sowetan has had a journalist present at every NEC media briefing, 
they appear to have forgotten this fact or, for convenience sake, 
disregarded it. 

The truth of the matter is that the ANC's National Conference, due to be 
held in December, will elect the NEC, including its national officials. The 
procedure by which the election will take place is outlined in the ANC 
Constitution, and is well known to the structures and membership of the ANC. 
The process of nominations begins in ANC branches a few months before the 
Conference. 

The ANC has time and again reiterated that it will attend to these matters 
at the appropriate time, according to established procedures, and within the 
organisational practices of the movement. 
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If the journalist had done even the most basic amount of research, they 
would have discovered that a decision to exclude a member in good standing 
from being nominated to any leadership position would be in breach of the 
ANC Constitution. 

There are numerous other fabrications in the article itself, most emanating 
from the exclusive reliance on the claims of unnamed "insiders". Can these 
"insiders" be relied upon to provide honest and factual information? Can we 
trust them to tell the truth objectively, without pursuing some personal 
agenda of their own? 

By their very nature, unnamed 'insiders' are unreliable. Information 
provided by anonymous sources, unless corroborated by additional evidence, 
should be treated with the utmost scepticism. 

In this particular instance, the 'information' provided by the Sowetan's 
sources should be rejected out of hand. Not only are they verifiably untrue, 
but, in the context of the practices and traditions of the ANC, patently 
nonsensical. 

The article says for example: "ANC strategists prefer going the 'compromise 
candidate' route." Anyone who has had even the faintest involvement in the 
ANC would be forgiven for wondering what is an 'ANC strategist'. How does 
one become an ANC strategist? And what does one then have to strategise 
about? 

The truth is that there's no such thing. Anyone passing themselves off as an 
ANC strategist, or passing others off as such, are dishonest (or 
delusional). 

Not content to rely on their supposedly impeccable 'inside' information, the 
report then goes on to claim that a statement made in tribute to the late 
Adelaide Tambo by former President Nelson Mandela was evidence of his 
support for the supposed decision to seek a "compromise candidate". 

In the section of his speech to which the article alludes, Mandela said: "In 
these challenging times in the life of the organisation we are all called to 
return to those values that she represented and lived by. Her death may 
serve to remind all of us to strive for unity and to put the well-being of 
the organisation above all personal and sectarian considerations." 

There is not a single person within the ANC who would not support this 
statement. The maintenance of the unity of the ANC is indeed one of the most 
important and lasting tributes we can accord to the memory of Adelaide 
Tambo. 

To seek to use this worthy tribute to a person like Mama Tambo by a person 
of the stature of Nelson Mandela to pursue such a dubious objective is a 
shameful form of political deceit. 

So why does Sowetan give credence to the claims of these "insiders", who, if 
indeed they exist, are prepared to present patently false allegations about 
the positions of the ANC? Perhaps it is because the things these insiders 
are saying correspond very neatly with the positions that some in Sowetan 
would like the ANC to take. 
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Sowetan is clearly pursuing its own agenda with respect to the leadership of 
the ANC. It was, after all, the newspaper that recently urged readers to 
'vote' for a "compromise candidate" for the ANC Presidency. While that may 
be their right, they would surely know that it is the membership of the ANC 
that will ultimately decide this matter, in accordance with the democratic 
practices and traditions of the organisation. 

Yet whatever its agenda, and whatever its motives, Sowetan should not 
pretend to its readers that the positions it has taken as a newspaper 
reflect the views of the membership of the ANC or any decisions of its 
structures. The ANC will resist any attempt - whether by a newspaper, an 
analyst, or anonymous "insiders" - to put words into the mouth of the 
organisation. 

As the ANC National Executive Committee (NEC) said in November 2005: "The 
ANC and its leadership are capable of openly speaking for themselves." 

WHAT THE MEDIA SAYS II 

BBC World replies to ANC TODAY 

As Editor of ANC TODAY, I welcome the statement issued by BBC World on 21 
February 2007 responding to the article on one of its programmes that we 
published in our last issue. The ANC and therefore this journal, consider it 
of the greatest importance that our people should always be fully empowered 
to participate in all processes that bear any relationship to their future 
through full access to all information they might need to enable them to 
exercise this right. Our movement and government have therefore always tried 
their best to respect the principle and practice of transparent and 
accountable public practice. 

In the articles we have published, to date, we have, among other things, 
tried to respect the principles never to mislead our readers, as well as to 
respect other views. It was in this context that we published the article in 
our last edition headed, "Propaganda and reality: the truth as the first 
casualty of war", which commented on a short BBC World documentary on the 
incidence of crime in our country. 

BBC World responded to this article in a public statement issued by the 
Editorial Director of BBC World, Sian Kevill. Below we reproduce this 
statement in full, to ensure that our readers are properly informed. The BBC 
World Statement, in full, says: 

"Having reviewed the report by John Simpson on crime in Johannesburg, BBC 
World not only stands by the piece but also refutes all allegations by the 
ruling African National Congress of racism, as published on its website on 
16 February. 

"BBC World's editorial mission is to report global news accurately and 
impartially and our coverage reflects a wide range of opinions and points of 
view. The channel works within the BBC's editorial guidelines and its news 
broadcasts offer unmatched, in-depth analysis of breaking news and events of 
global importance with programmes explaining not only what is happening, but 



why. 

"Reports on crime in BBC World are not unique to South Africa. In the last 
week, we've broadcast a number of pieces on gun-crime in South London. 
Similarly over the past six months, we've featured reports about crime from 
Rio and the Niger Delta. We also covered the recent racist attacks in 
Russia; the ongoing investigation into the Delhi killings of 15 women and 
children; the school shooting in Canada; and the ongoing issue of US gun 
sprees. 

"John Simpson is one of the BBC's most senior world affairs correspondents 
who first visited South Africa in 1976. He has spent many years in the 
country both as the BBC's Southern Africa correspondent and to cover 
specific key news events such as the end of the apartheid regime. In a BBC 
career spanning more than 30 years, John has earned a reputation as one of 
the world's most experienced and authoritative journalists. 

"South African stories regularly feature on our news and business 
programming as well as within documentary and feature programmes. In 2006 
the BBC World news team marked the anniversary of Hector Pietersen's death 
and featured several positive stories as well as interviews from Soweto 
schools for a global season on growing up. Furthermore, following the World 
Cup in Germany, we reported on the economic growth taking place ahead of the 
2010 tournament, to be held in South Africa. 

"BBC World's World Business Report has commissioned a major series from 
South Africa for the last three years. Most recently the team visited in 
October 2006 to examine how black economic empowerment has worked. 

"The flagship interview programme HARDtalk has visited South Africa several 
times interviewing among others Thabo Mbeki, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Helen 
Suzman, Barney Pityana and Makhenkesi Stofile. 

"In the last two-and-a-half years, BBC World has commissioned two month-long 
seasons focusing on Africa. Both Africa Lives and Aspects of Africa featured 
a provocative range of programming and news pieces, challenging 
preconceptions about the vast continent and offering fascinating insights 
into the lives of some of its 700 million people. 

"Furthermore, in May 2007, BBC World will feature a South Africa Direct 
week, focusing on the region in some of the channel's key weekly programmes 
including our technology magazine Click, its flagship sporting interview 
programme extratime and its business of travel programme fast:track. 

"We do not accept the ANC's comments or analysis of our coverage, and will 
continue to cover South African news and business stories on BBC World 
accurately and in-depth." 

COMMENT OF ANC TODAY EDITOR: 

We do not wish to, and will not, question almost all the observations made 
by Sian Kevil! on behalf of BBC World. The critical point, however, is that 
the article we published dealt with one documentary only, the one broadcast 
on 8 February 2007, advertised as a report on crime in South Africa, and not 
Johannesburg, as Sian Kevill claims. 
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We continue to insist that the documentary told a grossly distorted story 
both about Johannesburg and South Africa. We did not, and will not, deny 
that we are faced with a serious problem of crime, both in Johannesburg and 
the rest of South Africa. Again we insist, from our actual experience as the 
premier representative of the black people of South Africa, that because of 
its failure to present the important truths about Johannesburg that we 
reported, the documentary fed and was consistent with a deeply entrenched 
insulting stereotype of Africans that our people have lived with for many 
centuries. As long as the ANC remains the ruling party in our country, BBC 
World will always be free to report on South Africa freely, with no 
interference either by our government or the ANC. 

We will, however, always state our view in a forthright manner, both in the 
negative and the positive, whenever we feel it is necessary either to 
criticise or applaud any BBC (or any other media) programme. The only thing 
we will always insist on in this regard is that we and the BBC should always 
interact with each other with honesty, integrity and mutual respect, always 
ready openly to admit our mistakes, if either one of us does make a mistake, 
as will inevitably happen. 

ANC TODAY is now in its seventh year of publication. Our last issue 
represents the very first time ever that we published a critical article 
about any BBC report about our country. We did this because we thought that 
the report in question was obscenely unfair and positioned the BBC as an 
activist in a domestic campaign that sought to define our national agenda in 
a particular way, regardless of the most fundamental imperatives facing the 
overwhelming majority of our people, including the serious challenge of 
crime. 

We have the greatest respect for John Simpson, and understand that it would 
be wrong to attribute specifically to him an assessment about our country 
that he would never be able to make, in his own name, unless he had spent 
time in South Africa today, and not yesterday, personally to understand our 
reality. We do indeed hope that the BBC will continue "to cover South 
African news and business stories on BBC World accurately and in-depth". We 
will continue to respect the BBC if it keeps to its word in this regard, 
even in the context of the occasional instances when we may publicly or 
privately disagree with its conclusions. 

This issue of ANC Today is available from the ANC web site at: 
http://www. anc. org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2007 /atO?. htm 

To receive ANC Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/subscribe.html 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANC Today mailing list go to: 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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--------------------------------------------

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Viva the Cadres for Development! 

For many years now we have insisted on the central importance of the 
struggle against poverty and underdevelopment in terms of creating the 
caring and humane society towards which our people aspire. 

When we addressed the nation on the occasion of the Presidential 
Inauguration on Freedom Day, April 27, we said: 

"Endemic and widespread poverty continues to disfigure the face of our 
country. It will always be impossible for us to say that we have fully 
restored the dignity of all our people as long as this situation persists. 
For this reason the struggle to eradicate poverty has been and will continue 
to be a central part of the national effort to build the new South Africa. 

"None of the great social problems we have to solve is capable of resolution 
outside the context of the creation of jobs and the alleviation and 
eradication of poverty. This relates to everything, from the improvement of 
the health of our people, to reducing the levels of crime, raising the 
levels of literacy and numeracy, and opening the doors of learning and 
culture to all." 

Following this, in our State of the Nation Address to the First Joint 
Sitting of the Third Democratic Parliament on 21 May 2004, we said: "At the 
core of our response to all [our] challenges is the struggle against poverty 
and underdevelopment, which rests on three pillars. These are: 

* encouraging the growth and development of the First Economy, increasing 
its possibility to create jobs; 
* implementing our programme to address the challenges of the Second 
Economy; and, 
* building a social security net to meet the objective of poverty 
alleviation." 
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The task further to accelerate our offensive against poverty and underdevelopment has now been raised in our 95th Anniversary January 8th Statement. In this Statement we have declared 2007 as "The Year to Intensify the struggle against Poverty as we Advance in Unity towards 2012". 
In this regard, among other things the Statement says: 

"In addition to our continuing task to defend our revolutionary gains, our central task during this phase of the National Democratic Revolution is to liberate our people from the scourge of poverty in all its manifestations, and eliminate all its offshoots ... 

"At the ANC's National General Council (NGC) in June 2005, the commissions on the Theory of Development reported that, 'the central challenge our movement faces in the Second Decade of Freedom is to defeat poverty and substantially reduce the level of unemployment. This means that the ANG and government must produce a coherent development strategy ... identifying where we need to move to and what strategic leaps we need to get there' ... 
"Through our joint efforts as a nation we have built up momentum for stronger economic growth and development. But we need to act with even greater determination and focus to realise the potential of our economy to meet the needs of the poor in urban and rural areas. We need to act in unity, in a people's contract, to ensure that this progress is not only sustained, but elevated to a higher level during the course of the year. 

"This places a responsibility, first and foremost, on the cadres of our movement, wherever they are deployed, in taking the lead in ensuring that growth is both accelerated and shared. Our key challenge is to sustain this growth, broaden participation in the economy and extend opportunities to all to deepen the quality of social development. Sustained and broad-based growth depends on additional progress in our industrial sector, on export growth and trade performance, and on improving education, skills and productivity. 

"For those in government and in the legislatures, it requires that policies and programmes are effectively implemented and coordinated, continually monitored and evaluated, and always informed by the needs, interests and views of the masses of our people. It requires a mobilisation not only of the substantial resources and capacity of the state, but also the mobilisation of the most important resource within our communities - our people - behind this central task. 

"Economic growth and development is at heart about empowering the masses to take control of their own lives, ensuring that they have the means and opportunity to enjoy the freedoms for which they have fought for a long time. They must therefore be an integral and driving force behind this effort. In this respect there is a clear role for participation by the non-governmental organisations and civil society structures. There is also a profound need for sustained cooperation between the government and its social partners - labour, business and civil society. 

"We must therefore take care to ensure that all our policies and programmes involve the people in their design, implementation and evaluation. We must therefore work hard during the course of 2007 to ensure that forums exist 
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and are effectively used to link government with the various stakeholders in 
our economy. 

"In particular, we must focus on the involvement of the masses at a local government level. We should not take a purely technical approach to the 
development of the Integrated Development Plans (I DPs). The approach must involve communities in a meaningful way, and it must be used, additionally, 
to empower, educate and develop these communities. 

"Government alone cannot resolve the challenges of inequality and poverty. 
Rather they require that we unite South Africans in a 'peoples contract to 
create work and fight poverty'. We must seek concerted action on our 
development approach, involving the whole of our society. 

"As the RDP White Paper said, 'the birth of a transformed nation can only 
succeed if the people themselves are voluntary participants in the process 
towards the realisation of these goals they have themselves helped define'. It is therefore important to build a vibrant and continued integration 
between decision makers from the public-private and voluntary sectors and 
the intended beneficiaries of development - the people. 

"And therefore in all our efforts as we advance with our mission to 
eradicate poverty we have to ensure continued participation of the masses of our people in the struggle against poverty ... 

"When it was formed, the ANC undertook the mission of forging the broadest front possible in the fight against white minority rule. Throughout its 
history, our movement has sought to organise and mobilise all social forces and organisations that share the broad vision of a democratic South Africa. 

"Now that the reviled system of apartheid has been overturned, we should 
continue to seek the mobilisation of the broadest range of forces in society to overcome the poverty, unemployment and underdevelopment that continue to afflict many of our people. 

"As we resolved at the 2002 Stellenbosch Conference of our movement, one of our key tasks for 2007 should therefore be to continue to work to bring 
together as many people and groupings as possible into a common struggle to 
build a better life for our people." 

As the 1 March 2006 local government elections confirmed, the masses of our people continue to show the greatest confidence in our movement. These 
masses know from their own experience that their best hope for the 
achievement of the goal of a better life is to continue to entrust the 
governance of our country to their trusted representative and leader, the 
African National Congress. 

As the January 8th Statement says, among other things, "This places a 
responsibility, first and foremost, on the cadres of our movement, wherever 
they are deployed, in taking the lead in ensuring that growth is both 
accelerated and shared ... We must...take care to ensure that all our policies and programmes involve the people in their design, implementation and 
evaluation. We must therefore work hard during the course of 2007 to ensure that forums exist and are effectively used to link government with the 
various stakeholders in our economy." 

Page 3) 



1]2007!0:,1·/22) Logavinogarie Reddy -ANC Today 19 January 2007 

All ANC cadres must therefore see and conduct themselves as Cadres for 
Development. This means that all of us must make a special effort to 
understand the practical actions that must be taken to accelerate our 
advance towards ridding our country of the twin scourges of poverty and 
underdevelopment. We must also strive to understand these practical actions 
within the context of the three broad areas we mentioned when we delivered 
the 2004 State of the Nation Address, namely: 

* encouraging the growth and development of the First Economy, increasing 
its possibility to create jobs; 
* implementing our programme to address the challenges of the Second 
Economy; and, 
* building a social security net to meet the objective of poverty 
alleviation. 

Our provinces have now taken up the challenge further to deepen the 
political maturity of our members by systematically conducting political 
classes. To empower our members to discharge their responsibilities, 
enabling them to act as Cadres for Development, our provincial structures 
will therefore have to integrate the critical issue of the intensification 
of the struggle against poverty within their education programmes. 

The issue of the involvement of our members in the struggle against poverty 
and underdevelopment as Cadres for Development will be particularly 
challenging at the local government level. This presents especially our 
Regional Executive Committees with the challenge to ensure that we develop a 
core of Cadres for Development in each of our local municipal areas. 

In this regard, we must, once again, draw attention to what the January 8th 
Statement said, that: "As the RDP White Paper said, 'the birth of a 
transformed nation can only succeed if the people themselves are voluntary 
participants in the process towards the realisation of these goals they have 
themselves helped define'. It is therefore important to build a vibrant and 
continued integration between decision makers from the public-private and 
voluntary sectors and the intended beneficiaries of development - the 
people ... ln particular, we must focus on the involvement of the masses at 
the local government level. .. The approach must involve communities in a 
meaningful way, and it must be used, additionally, to empower, educate and 
develop these communities." 

From this it is clear that the Broad Front for Development which the January 
8th Statement calls for, will and must essentially be built from below. This 
task will therefore fall especially on the shoulders of our local leadership 
collectives and branches. Of enormous help in this regard will be the work 
in which our local structures are already involved - the lmvuselelo 
Campaign. Our success in this regard will give us the possibility to 
interact with our local communities and community based organisations in an 
effective manner. At the same time, our structures will have to interact in 
a correct and constructive manner with our Municipal Councils, Ward 
Committees and Community Development Workers. 

Similarly, our cadres deployed in all three spheres of government, at both 
executive and administrative levels, will have to ensure that they respond 
in a serious and sustained manner to the tasks contained in the January 8th 
Statement. In this regard, among other things, this Statement says: 
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"For those in government and in the legislatures, it requires that policies 
and programmes are effectively implemented and coordinated, continually 
monitored and evaluated, and always informed by the needs, interests and 
views of the masses of our people. It requires a mobilisation not only of 
the substantial resources and capacity of the state, but also the 
mobilisation of the most important resource within our communities - our 
people - behind this central task." 

Everything we have said points to the increased responsibility that rests on 
the shoulders of the elected leadership collectives of the ANC, from the 
National Executive Committee (NEC), to the Branch Executive Committees 
(BECs). These will have to ensure that they give the necessary leadership, 
guidance and support both to our comrades deployed in the governance 
structures, as well as those working in ANC structures. 

As the January 8th Statement reminded us, when we celebrated the 95th 
Anniversary of our movement at the highly successful rally at Emalahleni in 
Mpumalanga, we also began the last five years that will end with our 
celebration of the Centenary of the ANC in 2012. We are determined to ensure 
that when we hold these historic celebrations five years hence, having 
significantly changed the lives of our people for the better, we will be 
able to say- 100 years after it was born, the ANC can justly claim that the 
ANC lives!, the ANC leads! Among the heroes and heroines we will celebrate 
on January 8th, 2012 will be those among our members who will have served as 
our Cadres for Development, in the interest of all the people of our 
country. 

Thabo Mbeki 

---------------------------------------------------

ANC 95TH ANNIVERSARY 

Place the branch at the centre of struggle 

The ANC's 95th anniversary was celebrated at a mass rally in Emalahleni, 
Mpumalanga last weekend with a call to place the ANC branch at the centre of 
the organisation's programme to mobilise South Africans for the 
transformation of society. 

Presenting the ANC's January 8th Statement, President Thabo Mbeki said all 
cadres of the movement, wherever they may be located or deployed, needed to 
be actively involved in the activities of branches. 

"We are now calling on all leaders of the organisation, all public 
representatives, deployees, veterans and former activists to return to 
undertake work in their branches. All cadres to the branch!" he said. 

As the most basic, and most important, structure of the ANC, branches must 
receive the support and assistance of all levels of the organisation. 

The importance of the ANC branch was highlighted in the report of Secretary 
General Kgalema Motlanthe to the 2005 National General Council (NGC): 
"Fundamentally, our strength as a movement must be assessed by the character 
and level of organisation of our basic unit, the ANC branch, which is 
strategically located in the midst of our communities." 



1(2007/01/22) Logavinogarie Reddy-ANG Today 19 January 2007 '---'--'--~----------------~----------

"The ANC's leadership of our society rests firmly on our presence in all 
communities. Our presence and outreach rests on branch structures and where 
these are non-existent it will be impossible for the ANC to play a 
meaningful role in the life of the community." 

The report highlighted problems in branches across the country, with many 
merely functioning to the minimum requirements of the ANC constitution. In 
many branches there were no sustainable political programmes or community 
campaigns. Some were described as "conflict-ridden and unstable" and engaged 
in fights over leadership positions, deployment of councillors, tendering 
and control of projects, and recruitment of membership to serve factional or 
selfish interests. 

It was in response to some of these challenges, and to build on the positive 
impact of the 2006 local government election campaign, that the lmvuselelo 
campaign was initiated last year. This campaigns aims to revitalise branches 
and improve their political activity within communities. 

The intensification of this campaign is one of the key tasks of all 
structures of the ANC during the course of 2007. A handbook has been 
developed to assist branch members in understanding, planning and 
implementing all the phases of the campaign. 

At the core of the lmvuselelo campaign is regular, structured door-to-door 
interaction with every household in every ward. This builds on the practice 
of the last two election campaigns that contributed to far more effective 
communication and dialogue between ANC structures and communities. This 
interaction cannot be limited to election time though, but should be a part 
of an ongoing programme of systematic community involvement. 

Through these door-to-door visits branch members are able to identify and 
record those issues that most concern residents, including problems with 
local infrastructure and services. Branches are then expected to collate 
this information, and develop strategies to address common problems. 

This requires sound working relationships with ANG ward and PR councillors, 
to ensure that problems are taken up and that progress is reported back to 
communities and affected households. 

This process should happen alongside the development and implementation of 
local programmes of action that tackle local issues within the broad 
national campaigns of the organisation. This requires an active branch, with 
experienced members with skills in planning, organising and campaigning. 
Branches should therefore be organising local cadre development programmes 
to improve both practical skills and political understanding. There also 
needs to be targeted recruitment and induction of new members to ensure the 
organisation grows and that new members are quickly and effectively 
integrated into the political life of the branch. 

Branches also need, in line with the mandate received in the 2006 local 
government elections, to work to ensure the establishment and effective 
functioning of ward committees. Branches should also work to establish other 
local development structures that can serve the various needs of 
communities, and that work together with government structures and agencies 
in responding to local needs. 
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"ANC branches need to work to ensure that community members participate in 
such structures, and that all sections of the community are adequately 
represented. These structures should neither be seen nor become extensions 
of the ANC branch." 

Branches will be particularly busy in 2007, as they are also expected to 
prepare for the ANC's 52nd National Conference, taking place in December. 
Branch delegates, who comprise 90% of voting delegates, need to be empowered 
to determine the direction of the organisation in line with the views and 
wishes of the general membership. 

Branches will be the starting point for discussions across the organisation 
on ANG policy, strategy and tactics, and organisational tasks and 
challenges. 

As indicated in the January 8th Statement: "Our branches are uniquely 
positioned to reflect on which organisational strategies are most effective 
at grassroots level, and what policies and programmes have the greatest 
impact on the lives of the people. The branch is therefore the site from 
which the interaction of theory and practice is best observed." 

MORE INFORMATION: 

ANG January 8th Statement 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/pr/2007 /pr0108a. html 

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

No evidence that grants encourage teenage pregnancy 

The provision of government social grants does not promote teenage pregnancy 
or act as a "perverse incentive" for would-be recipients, according to 
preliminary findings of research released this week by the Department of 
Social Development. 

The department commissioned the research following anecdotal evidence about 
alleged perverse incentives of social grants. The rapid increases in the 
growth of social grant take-up rates during the period 2003/04 and 2004/05 
raised concerns about the social grant system's sustainability and potential 
perverse incentives. 

The preliminary report presents the findings of the first two phases of the 
study, a literature review and a quantitative analysis of the data on the 
social pensions system. 

The key areas that the research addressed were an alleged increase in 
teenage pregnancies relating to the child support grant; the possible 
fostering of children in the biological family context to access the foster 
child grant; the supposed reluctance by some people to take steps to control 
certain ailments to access the disability grant; and the supposed tendency 
of beneficiaries not to take part in the labour market and thereby 
contribute to a culture of economic dependency. 
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Analysis of the social pensions system data did not provide any evidence of 
people changing their behaviour to access the disability grant. 

Commenting on the findings, Social Development Minister Zola Skweyiya said: 
"The statistics provide little evidence of people changing their 
circumstances to obtain the disability grant. Reports of such incidents are 
so far anecdotal and unverifiable. The increase in disability grant take-up 
rates often have more to do with people's inability to enter the labour 
market and the scarcity of employment opportunities. The alleged behavioural 
changes will be further probed through a separate qualitative 
investigation." 

In some instances, the disability grant was used as a poverty alleviation 
grant rather than a compensatory grant for people with temporary or 
permanent disabilities. There were indications that even if people were 
unsuccessful on first application, they returned with new ailments until 
their applications were approved. The investigation uncovered policy and 
administrative weaknesses in the provision of the disability grant. 
Corrective measures have since been introduced. 

From the analysis of the social pensions system data, no link could be 
established between the availability of the child support grant (CSG) and 
teenage pregnancy. 

"The quantitative analysis revealed that there had been a huge growth in the 
number of CSG beneficiaries in recent years. However, if a comparison is 
made between the numbers of teenagers receiving the CSG with the incidence 
of teenage births in the national population, the quantitative analysis 
suggests that the take-up rate of the CSG by teenage mothers remains low," 
Skweyiya said 

Teenagers represent 5% of all CSG recipients registered at October 2005. 
These teenagers claiming the CSG were considerably lower than the proportion 
of teenage mothers in the South African population. 

The department explained that when the child support grant was introduced 
for younger children, one of the main reasons was to provide financial 
support during the first three years of a child's life, when good nutrition 
has the most significant effect on their development. However, more than 
half of recipients only apply for the grant when their children are older. 

There is similarly no conclusive evidence that the foster care grant is 
growing as a result of the existence of perverse incentives. "However, 
evidence from the research shows that although the foster care grant was not 
designed as additional support, in the absence of income support for kinship 
arrangements and adoption, the cost of providing the foster care grant will 
continue to grow," Skweyiya said. 

The research shows that informal fostering is a well-established practice in 
certain sections of the population. It further suggested that foster care is 
a valuable form of alternative care for children whose parents have died or 
are unable to care for them. 

The analysis showed that in the majority of cases, the foster care grant was 
paid to children who had lost one or both parents, and that the majority of 
foster parents were related to the foster children. Only in 9% of cases were 
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the foster parents not related to the foster child. Nearly two out of three 
foster parents received more than one type of grant. 

"Because the majority of foster children are orphans, their placements are 
expected to be long-term. However, the majority of orphans are not supported 
through receipt of the foster care grant, and the case loads could rise 
substantially if more families took this course of action in the event of 
parents dying," Skweyiya said. 

The department said the research findings, including the outstanding 
qualitative research aspects, will inform necessary policy adaptations and 
improvements in the grants administration system. 

MORE INFORMATION: 

Department of Social Development 
http://www.socdev.gov.za/ 

--------------------------------------------------------------

This issue of ANG Today is available from the ANG web site at: 
http://www.anc.org.za/ancdocs/anctoday/2007/at02.htm 

To receive ANG Today free of charge by e-mail each week go to: 
http://www. an c. org .za/ancdocs/anctoday/s u bscribe. htm I 

To unsubscribe yourself from the ANG Today mailing list go to: 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 

------------------------------------------------------------
anctoday mailing list 
http://lists.anc.org.za/mailman/listinfo/anctoday 
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