






































































































































































































Solidarity 
OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE 
BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS MOVEMENT OF AZANIA 

"ATROCITIES- ANC POLICY" 

" THE GREATES \11STAKE WE HAVE MADE IS TO REGARD ALL THOSE WHO OPPOSE 

APARTHEID AS OUR ALLIES" 

COMRADE STEVE BIKO 

In this Issue we shall mainly deal with the trauma among the Liberation Forces of the past few 
years, that is a sad testimony to the effects of the unwillingness, or inability, to find a formula 
for a progressive positive action. It is in this respect that we have sadly observed these differ
ing evils; they are the commom works of man; they reflect the imperfection of human justice 
and the inadequacy of human compassion in Azania and everywhere, around the globe. Ac
cordingly, we shall stress, guided by the universal principles of human freedoms, that the most 
exciting and fascinating concept about Black Conciousness, is the contemptuous rejection of 
pity and self-pity. 

Events in Azania. durinQ the recent weeks, evolved around Winnie Mandela and her so-called 
bodyguards. ihe most significant observation emanating from these unfortunate and disgraceful 
deeds is the relationship of Winnie Mandela (the so-called "Mother of the Nation") and the 
Charterists (ANC, SACP, UDF & COSATU). Winnie Mandela and the Charterists (especially 
ANC) are seen by the majority, within the Black community, as being the twin evils of the strug
gle in Azania, inseparably breeding on each other and completely incapable of resolving their 
contradictions separately. Thus, the BCMA believe that these newly exposed setbacks we have 
so far witnessed are due, primarily, to the misdirection of Azania's preponderant revolutionary 
elements. This unfortunately leaves us with no choice but to refrain from identifyin~ ourselves 
and associating with their past and present activities and utterances. We fully realise that the 
chequered history of the liberation struggle has gjven rise to various strands in the broad liber
ation movement, in particular, Black Consciousness and Pan Africanism. 
In perspective let this realisation not serve as an evasion, on our part. from fellow compatriots 
during times of distress, but it should be seen as a further manifestation to that end we are 
committed to, based on the broadest principles of Black Conciousness. We are not so naive 
to capitalise our criticism of the Charterist Alliance on the present crisis, that will be playing 
into the hands of the racists, we only wish to highlight a lot of discrepancies that have been 
embroiling like an unstopable trumoil within the Charterist Alliance. 

We may share agony and distress with the charterists and other compatriots, but we shall not 
regard the difficulties that confronts them along the liberation paths, In the process, as our 
problems as well. Therefore the best and correct appoach will be to r~ard them as an infer
ence to the broad charterism programme and policy - "Hollier than thou ; - "Birds of the same 
feathers flock together.'' 

Surprisingly, it is quite amusing to observe contradicting relations among the Charterists. By 
virtue of being the wife of Cqmrade Nelson Mandela, Winnie, has been referred to as "The 
Mother of the Nation"; one rtlay wonder if Mrs Albertina Sisulu doesn't deserve this legend 
as well. What of Mrs Urbania Mothopeng, the wife of that PAC veteran Comarade Zeph 
Mothopeng the President of the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania? 
Winnie has a tendency of rallying around the youth and this goes back to the June 16, 1976 
riots. She was in the thick of things. But we always doubted her authencity especially with her 
antics with Peter Magubane at the time. As politicians, we acknoledge her undoubted charis
matic dema9ogic ability. This led to her gianing support and sympathy nationally and interna
tionally, at times with sentimental attachments. But the real damage to date, is the trust and 
loyalty the youth, especially, thrust upon her. She earned the support. The question remains 
If she really deserved the overwhelming herowship she got. 



we in the BCMA, are not prepared to ostracise her in any way, -we have entugh ammunitl 
to do that - our main concern lies with the undeserved political piety she has.been recelvi 
We firmly believe that this led to her abusing the trust and loyalty that the inexperienced yout , 
thrust upon her. She took too much of an advantage to exploit this situation, to suit her per
sonal life-style and the leadership position she has cunningly acclaimed. With this popularily 
Winnie served to enchance the image of the African National Congress and they have been 
supporting her through and through, morally, financially and somehow. It did not come as a 
surprise to us, when the ANC assured her of their full support during this scandalous crisis 
of hers. Her abusing of the trust and loyalty the youth in Azania, showered upon her, is part 
and parcel of ANC policy, if not strategy. The ANC is known to be experts on this issue - espe
cially in their mobilisation drive. 

Winnie is a fully-fledged practisioner of ANC ~licy. Unlike the newcomers to the Charterist 
family, in the likes of Murphy Morobe (UDF) and Jay Naidoo (COSATU) who distanced 
themeselves away from her, the ANC easily distinguised their kind and gave her their full sup
port. This has been an enbarrassment to the Charterist Alliance, causing irreparable repercus
sions both nationally and internationally, with little or no effect on the Black Consciousness 
movement and its allies, largely because we are committed to the justice of all Black Azanians 
and the stuggle for human freedom and the repossession of our forefathers' land and partly 
because we do not want to overcrowd our organisation with unruly elements. 

To add more fuel into the fire, Winnie has been appraising herself above all, within the Black 
community. She is, on record, a great critic of the Black Consciousness Alliance, and has un
dermined all of our affords and has placed the ANC above all other liberation movements. No 
one dares to criticise the ANC in her presence, otherwise he/she will be regarded as an enemy 
or an a9ent and if possible, should be eliminated forthwith. This is the kind of person Winnie 
is; this 1s the kind of people like her the ANC has in their leadership; this Winnie practice is 
neither an isolated nor an unfortunate case, it is a concerted long standing policy of the ANC 
- to get rid of your opposers as quickly, as possible. This is, we believe, the case with Stom
pie's fatal end. Those who judged Stompie's maturism, are equally politically immature to have 
resolved to end his young life so early in the liberation process. 

Why there are parallels in the similarities of Charterist programmes, is to be found between 
Mrs Winnie Mandela and Mrs Albertina Sisulu. Both are rallying around the youth. Winnie with 
a soccer club and Albertina with a clinic for "uncared for" youth. This is the rallying corner
stone of the ANC, to win the trust and loyalty of the innocent, inexperienced and unsuspecting 
youth. It manifests itself in their indoctrination programme of brutal and unrelenting aggres
sion. This indoctrination breeds cruel uncompromising revolutionaries who have no respect 
for anything less than ANC or South African Communist Party bearing, it is this aggressive 
militancy inhibited by the ANC's cadres that we are deeply concerned about. 

Corruption by the leadership, the preponderance of the Xhosas, intolerable camp conditions, 
enforced loyalty to the South African Communist Party, the unlimited power of the "security 
officers" as well as lack of communication between the leadership and the middle officers, 
and the genuine and correct reports about the situation in the camps generally, added to the 
reasons for this mutiny. The response of the ANC authorities was obvious, one of brutal pom
posity. They ascribed this action as an exercise of defiance and enemy provocation. Our Black 
brothers of Azania, who have been tolerably loyal to their ANC masters, and the struggle primarily, 
were labelled as ringleaders mastering efforts of disloyalty, were summarily executed, without 
the attention of at least facing a trial, by the loyal young security officers (mongrels) of the ANC 
leadership. This is but one such atrocious reponse with which the ANC/SACP alliance is map
ping out for the future Azania. Tenaciously it is a logical extension and reinforcement or even 
worse. of the authoritarian system that already prevails. 

Pompously, it is with this military aggression that the ANC has committed uncountable atroci
ties against hundreds of our Black brothers and sisters of Azania, under the pretext of eliminating 
enemy provocoteurs or enemy agents. Any opposition against the malpractices of the leader
ship, is regarded as undesirable, therefore justifying elimination by the firing squads or apply
ing any other atrocious physical means. In this instance we can recall the "military munity" 
which culminated when the ANC ordered their military cadres in the Camps in Angola, to as
sist FAPLA forces, in military engagements against UNITA during the early 80's. Most, if not 
all, of the MK cadres were against this engagement, but they had no other choice but to obey 
the orders. Some of them perished during these engagements against the more experienced 
and war-rug~ed UNITA forces. Hereafter, resentment had already reached a climax, and many 
other dissatisfactions come into focuss. 



Unapologetically, we mention these facts and shameful occurrences as perpertuated by the 
ANC against our Black Brothers and Sisters of Azania, because they are basically, highly recur
rent. The time has come to erid them: This can only be possible by exposing them both nation
ally and internationally. Courageously, the BCMA, when two roads diverged in the struggle, 
took the one less fancied by the charterists, and that made all the difference. This road serves 
as a guidance towards truthfullness, honesty and commitment to the human freedoms for which 
we all are aspiring to achieve in Azania tomorrow. Our endeavours towards this ultimate goal, 
based on the principles of Black Consciousness, shall neither be blinded by emotionalism, and 
in no uncertain terms, nor shall they be nurtured by sentimentalism. Black Conciousness, as
suringly, has emer$!ed as the authentic mouthpiece of the real issues facing the Black commu
nity towards simplifying the future socialist Azania. 

The parallelism aforementioned herein, has bitterly and sadly left us perplexed with the un
timely death of one of our great sons of Azania, Comrade Asvat. The circumstances leading 
to the brutal murder of Stompie, has left us with no choice, other than to be more determined 
to raise, even higher, the banner of the Black Consciousness Movement of Azania. We shall 
neither succumb to these intimidatory tactics of the Charterists, nor shall we surrender to their 
undemocratic malpractices. Only time will assists us in this ardous task of assuring a secure 
place for all the people of Azania. We bravely acknowledge the hazards along the liberation 
path, but with courage, disciplined and principled by the ideology of Black Consciousness, we 
accept this challenge. The endurance of the Black Community in Azania, against charterism, 
has be stretched to the limit, and the BCMA, declares uncompromissin9,ly, "Thus far and no 
further." Our being trampled upon and undermined as "fringe elements' within the liberation 
process, by the charterists, has run a full cycle and the circle has to be broken. 

The BCMA is the liberal's dilemma, the racists's nightmare and the oppressed's strength and 
hope. All forms of resistance and political ressurgence we are witnessing today have their roots 
in the Black Consciousness tradition. The BCMA is adamant, and firmly believe that the victo
ries of the 70's should not be lost in S0's or at any given time whatsoever. Having taken this 
position the BCMA clearly shows its _profound understanding of the whole programme of the 
liberation struggle in Azania. As we are ourown11beratcn.--iHtt a-faGt that the Azanian revolu
tion, unique as it is, can neither be imported nor exported. We remain uncompromising; we 
desire freedom and cannot fail. We will at all times confront and change. With these vows in 
mind the BCMA shall, with all the means at its disposal, not fail the oppressed and exploited 
masses of Azania, as did the Charterists. We are tired of being pushed on the sidelines to wit
ness a game the charterist alliance is playing. The BCMA is a legacy of Comrade Steve Biko, 
it is an idea that will persist until freedom is won, an idea that will not die. 

Stompie and those who atrociously perished at the hands of the ANC in particular, and the 
Chaterists Alliance in general, had their own demands, based on the principles of Black Cosn
ciousness, and wantea them fulfilled. If they were not alto1;1ether disillusioned with the policies 
and ideologies of the Charterist Alliance, they were certainly more realistic in judging the in
tegrity and prestige of those who seeked to miguide their destinies. Thus although they were 
physically the same, mentally they were different people, and much soberer people. 

In short we, like those who perished, have been plagued by the divisive nature of charterism. 
The ANC was founded on a ticket of fervent African Nationalism which was in line with the 
broad current that was sweeping the entire continent of Africa then. This position obtained un
til the ANC entangled themselves with multiracial politics posited by the Congress of Democrats, 
an all-white liberal grouping. This relatonship cultimated into the so-called "Congres of the Peo
ple" in Kliptown in 1955 where a compromise document - The Freedom Charter - was adopt
ed. We say it is a compromise document because it fails to capture the dialectics of Azania, 
in their true and correct perspective; it falls far short from addressing the real problem in Aza
nia. This liberal approach and compromise has led the oppressed masses to be devided, and 
this division still persists even today. 

As it is, the BCMA cannot afford to be a defender of offenders. The recent public revelations 
of Winnie's bodyguards is a very small tip of the iceberg. These revelations are interrelated 
to the broad programme of ANC policy, and symbolic to the fact that the ANC leadership grouping 
is rotten. Our utterances herein, do not wipe our acknowledgement of the role that the ANC 
and the Charterist Alliance in general, play in the stru$Jgle. Equally we are not apologetic for 
having stated our opinion. We are democratically practicing our rights and freedom of speech. 



Having stepped into the political vacuum, the BCMA will continue to be relentless, and refuse 
to be silent. We will boldly ridicule and attack tenets of the Charterist Alliance, based on u.r 
principles of Black Conciousness, and call on the Black masses to raise their heads and battle 
against all odds of being foolishly manipulated by the Charterist Alliance led by the ANCISACP 
alliance. Black Consiousness therefore, provides a new perspective of Black politics in occupied 
Azania. It demonstrats and assesses, critically, the radical character and aspirations of Black 
resistance to white minority rule. We developed a revolutionary ideology capable of challeng
ing the cultural and political hegemony of enforced racial separation. It is a synthesis of class 
awareness and Black Cultural assertiveness." . 

A Russian author once wrote: "Man's most precious possession, is life; It is given to him only 
but once, and he must live it, so as to have not torturing regrets about wasted years, nor pity 
about a mean petty past, so that, dying, he must say, all my life, all my strength were given 
to a worthy cause; the fight for human justice." With this quotation in mind the BCMA, rele
vantly, believes that Comrades Stompie and Asvat, have indeed selflessly, sacrificed their lives 
for a just cause. As witnesses to this noble manifestation, we have once more been strength
ened to pursue those principles of Black Consciousness, for which they died. HAMBANI KARLE 
MAOHAWE!. 

The failures of the Dakar conference manifests the correctness of Black Conciousness policy. 
All the Daktar conference has done is to sanction and endorse white liberalism once more, 
its rabid opposition to socialist forces notwithstanding. We unquestionably, will never agree 
to this arrangement. With the broad National Liberation Struggle, the BCMA has and still con
tinues to organise and mobilise all sections of the oppresed and exploited Black masses of 
Azania. Our struggle is long and arduous. Those who started off by sprinting have lost their 
breath and are now panting on the sidelines as we cruise on and on. 

FORWARD TO A SOCIALIST AZANIAI 

BLACK SOLIDARITY FOR A SOCIALIST AZANIA. 

Publtshed by the Publicity and Information Department of the B.C.M.(A) 
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